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CINEMA 

Steve Martin, born 
again as conman 

Geoff Brawn, page 37 



CHILD SUPPORT 

Who should pay? 
And how much? 

News* p2; Barbara Amid, p20 



MAJOR’S YEAR 

Chronicle of 12 
months at No 10 

Ups and downs, page 11 
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United in sorrow: friends of Jonathan Ball and Tim Parry taking part in an open-air service yesterday in Warrington’s shopping centre where the bombs bad exploded 


Patten fails 

to head off 

teachers’/? 

test boycott 

By Ben Preston 

SCHOOLS face the most 
widespread industrial action 
since the pay strikes of die 
raid-1980s after John Patten, 
education secretary, yesterday 
tailed to pacify teaching 
unions by announcing a re 
viewto streamline the national 
curriculum and testing. 

He condemned boycotts of 
, neat term’s tests for seven and 
f 14-year-olds, which he said 
'■ must go ahead. But the pros¬ 
pect of disruption for more 
than a million pupils in¬ 
creased as the National Associ¬ 
ation of Sdioolmasters/Union 
of Women Teachers said its 
boycott would continue. The 
largest union, the National 
Uruon of Teachers, is expected 
to join the action after its 
weekend conference. 

The third classroom union, 
the moderate Association of 
Tea c h ers and Lecturers, could 

leave government education 
policy in tatters when it de¬ 
cides at its conference in 
Cardiff today whether to ballot 
members on a boycott Head 
1 teachers say the tests will 

• collapse if ATL refuses to mark 
or administer them. 

The ATL vote was on a 
knife-edge after Mr Patten, in 
his first speech to a teachers' 
conference, received a muted 
response for proposals to 
make the curriculum coher¬ 
ent manageable and flexible. 
After intense pressure last 
night, the union’s executive 
Continued on page 2, col 5 
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Pope opens door 
to C of E rebels 


By Ruth Gledhul 

RELIGION 

CORRESPONDENT 

THE Roman Cathdiic Church 
yesterday opened the door to 
hundreds of rebel Anglican 
priests who want to defect in a 
move that could herald toe 
biggest schism in western 
Christendom since the 
Reformation. 

In an unprecedented state¬ 
ment, the Vatican said that the 
Catholic Church "has ans¬ 
wered positively” requests 
from Anglicans opposed to 
women's ordination- La 
Stampa, a leading Italian 
paper with close links with the 
Vatican, said yesterday about 
1,000 Church of England 
dergy, including some bish¬ 
ops, wished to defect 

The Vatican statement is¬ 
sued by Joaquim Navarro- 
Vals. director of its press office, 
ggfri that the Catholic Church 
must respect the conscience of 
those who “find themselves in 
difficulty within the Anglican 
communion”. The statement 
was the first Vatican comment 
on an issue that has split the 
Church of England since the 
Catholic Church described 
November's decision to oixiain 
women priests as a grave 
obstacle to full unity between 
Rome and Canterbury. 


■ Hie depth of unease over the decision 
to ordain women priests will alarm the 
Church of England as increasing 
numbers of dergy seek to defect to Rome 


It is being seen as the first 
clear signal that the door is 
open for Anglican dergy who 
wish to become Roman Cath¬ 
olic priests. La Stampa, quot¬ 
ing Vatican sources, said that 
it had opened the door to 
Anglican defectors but was 
insisting that it was not 
enough to oppose women 
priests. Anglican dergy would 
have to go through a process of 
conversion, accepting all 
Roman Catholic doctrine. 

In toe past few months, 
increasing numbers of Angli¬ 
can dergy who cannot accept 
the ordination of women 
priests have met Catholic bish¬ 
ops in England to “discuss 
their future”. 

In the Oxford diocese, ten 
dergy are set on becoming 
Roman Catholic, according to 
their bishop, the Right Rev 
Richard Harries. In dioceses 
such as London, Chichester 
and Durham the figures are 
higher. Some Anglicans say 
that between 500 and 1,000 
could defect across all 44 


dioceses.- Bishop Harries said 
toe loss of toe high church 
Anglo-Catholic tradition to 
Rome would be “very sad”. 

According to the Rev Peter 
Gddard, an Anglican who 
may defect and who has been 
involved in talks with Cardinal 
Basil Hume, Archbishop of 
Westminster, about 250 
would go immediately a path 
was found. Others could fol¬ 
low later. Such dergy say that 
toe issue is not one of women 
priests but whether the 
Church of England had the 
authority for such a decision. 

Cardinal Hume was not 
available for comment, but a 
spokesman for toe Catholic 
Church in England said that it 
was a “fair guess” that up to 
300 Anglicans might change. 

The Vatican statement ad¬ 
dresses the problem of rela¬ 
tions betvteen the two 
churches, which could de¬ 
scend to a new low if large 
numbers make toe transfer. 
Dr Navarro-Vals said: “The 
search for foil and visible unity 


will continue. Ordination of 
women constitutes a serious 
obstacle to this search." He 
said that “no contradiction 
should be seen" between pro¬ 
posals to be issued on dissent¬ 
ing Anglicans after Easter by 
Catholic bishops and the con¬ 
tinuing search for unify. 

He said: "Cardinal Hume 
and other Roman Catholic 
bishops in England have 
stressed that tiie Roman Cath¬ 
olic Church has answered pos¬ 
itively to toe requests for dis¬ 
cussions on the part of those 
Anglican groups in a spirit of 
pastoral solicitude; many of 
these Anglicans are deeply 
perplexed and are trying to 
discern how they should an¬ 
swer to the changed situation 
of toe Church of England." 

Only a handful of Anglican 
dergy have become Catholic 
priests in recent years. Those 
who do defect have never been 
given parishes but normally 
find work as chaplains. A 
special “Anglican rite” is likely 
to be proposed‘to accommo¬ 
date married Anglican dergy. 

The Archbishops of Canter¬ 
bury and York were unavail¬ 
able for comment last night A 
Church of England spokes¬ 
man “warmfy welcomed" toe 
continuing commitment to | 
the search for foil communion i 
between toe two churches. j 


Morillon leads bid 
to rescue Muslims 

By Tim Judah in Belgrade and Sheila Gunn 


Nuclear cloud over 
Siberia after blast 

From Michael Binyon in Moscow 


r.FNFRAL Philippe Moril- forbidden the .d eploym ent of 
ObiNbKAL r» ppj. . un troops on its temtoiy. 

jj a . Bosnia, was Britain yesterday offered up 

Nations for^ m 0 f to j 2 fighter aircraft to Nato to 

besieged Muslim enclave- ^ Hli p janfee^ with the 

"ifTfoSher six a 
needed. But Malcolm Rif 
tion to sfop * e Serb ^ the defence secretary. 

down toe prospect of 
tempts to g deployment of the 

'T^i^.TlSoSadi- aircraft, insisting that it was 
to follow up to Nato to deckle how 
an blue beircts are many should be involved. “To 

"His believe that somehow there is 
a simple mflitaiy solution, a 

intention is nottobla^orra^ ^ 0 f John W^ne solution 

1°* - Thegen- whereby you go in with guns 

v®* an ^JJSP D nrovoked 6 an Waring, sort ft out and then 
eral s actum P leave a few weeks or months 


9 * 770140 ll 046244 


His dramatic gesture came 
after weeks of fotfle negotia¬ 
tion to slop the Serb advance 
on Srebrenica and UN at¬ 
tempts to begin an emergen^ 

evacuation of thousands of 
ovflians. About 150 Canad*- 
^Wue berets are to follow 
General Morillon today- 

A UN spokesman said. His 

intention is not 


era] s auuuu -„ 

immediate and angy^*^ 
from leaden of the B^an 
Serbs. Momcilo 
presidfnt of, 

Saimed Bosnian Serti partfr 
£ent. said hi, asembly had 


leave a few weeks or months 
later ... history tells us that 
does not work." be said. 

FfWiter offer, page 12 
Legalminefield, page 13 


A RADIOACTIVE cloud 
from an explosion at toe 
Tomsk nuclear reprocessing 
Want was moving across Sibe¬ 
ria yesterday as scientists flew 
to make urgent medical tests 
and investigate the cause of 
the accident. 

The Russian nuclear energy 
ministry played down any 
comparison with the Chern¬ 
obyl disaster, Wit admitted 
that the accident, which 
spewed uranium solution 
fttjm a steel tank, was serious. 
A two-mite stretch of road near 
the Tomsk-7 plant which is 
some ten miles from the city 
centre, was found to be con¬ 
taminated, and snow and soil 
were being removed in urgent 
dean-up operations. 

Officials said the doud was 
moving towards unpopulated 
areas in the Siberian Taiga. 
Viktor Danflov-DanDyan, ec¬ 
ology minister, refused to fore¬ 
cast what the long-term 


damage might be. but Rus¬ 
sian Greenpeace officials said 
some of the surrounding area 
would be uninhabitable 
pennanentiy. 

Qffirials put the level of 
radiation at several hundred 
times less than that caused by 
the Chernobyl accident 

Preliminary reports suggest 
that the explosion, which hap¬ 
pened about mid-day on Tues¬ 
day, was caused by a reaction 
of gases in a container in 
which chemical fuel was pro¬ 
cessing waste containing ura¬ 
nium. The concrete lid blew 
off. causing afire in toe roof of 
the plant No one was in the 
building at the time. 

Although there appears to 
have been no serious medical 
consequence, the accident has 
renewed public concern over 
nuclear safety and Russia’s 
ageing nuclear power plants. 

Chernobyl spectre, page 14 
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Thousands 
take an 
extra day 
of holiday 

By James Landale 
and Charlotte Neser 

THE Easter break starts early 
today, with airports expected 
to be crowded with holiday- 
makers leaving for the “doa¬ 
ble” bank holiday weekend. 

Heathrow is coping with its 
busiest Easter, with a million 
passengers this week, more 
than 150,000 of them today. 
Gatwick. airport will handle 
250.000 passengers over the 
four-day period. 

The Association of British 
TYavei Agents estimates that 
some 350.000 people win be 
taking package holidays this 
weekend either to the south- , 
era Mediterranean or to the 
Continent Michael Grind- 
rod, president of Abta. said 
that the large numbers 
showed that people were “tak¬ 
ing advantage of extended 
weekends to have a break 
from the recession”. 

For those staying in the UK. 
the London Weather Centre 


6 £\ 


predicts a mixture of sun¬ 
shine and showers; “It will be 
a wet and unsettled hoiktey.” 

The AA expects traffic to 
build from lunchtime today as 
people leave work early to 
avoid jams- They advise driv¬ 
ers to leave early and allow 
pterty of time for the journey. 
Congestion is likely near 
theme parks, leisure spots 
and car boot sales. 

British Rail, preparing for 
one of its most hectic periods, 
said services to Europe would 
be busy. 

AH tiie big stores in Oxford 
Street and Regent Street in 
London wiQ be open tomor¬ 
row and an Saturday and 
Monday. 

□ The Times will appear to¬ 
morrow and on Monday. 

Weekend Watch, page 8 
Diary, page 20 
Leading article, page 21 

Weather forecast page 24 
TrsveL pages 34-36 


Leaders 
grieve 
for the 
IRA bomb 
victims 

By Paul Welkin son 

MARY Robinson, the presi¬ 
dent of Ireland, and John 
Major met to grieve and pray 
for an end to bloodtoed yester¬ 
day at an ecumenical service 
for the two young victims of 
toe IRA bomb in Warrington. 

In a letter sent to coincide 
with the service. President 
Clinton added his support to 
efforts to bring peace. “Vio¬ 
lence” he wrote, “from whatev¬ 
er quarter can never be 
justified. The United States 
condemns in the strongest 
terms such violence and those 
who support and perpetuate 
iL” Mr Clinton said that be 
hoped that “out of this tragedy 
will emerge a new determ¬ 
ination to seek peace and 
reconciliation through 
dialogue." 

Mis Robinson, headed a 
delegation from Dublin to the 
memorial service in the 
Cheshire town where an IRA 
street bomb on Mother's day 
last month killed Jonathan 
Ball, 3. and fatally injured 
TimPany. 12. 

Mr Major flew to toe service 
directly from a visit to North¬ 
ern Ireland where ordy hours 
before the prime minister had 
announced new plans for the 
resumption of inter-party talks 
on Ulster. 

The ecumenical service for 
the two boys was also intend¬ 
ed. its organisers said, to 
demonstrate reconciliation 
and commitment to achieving 
peace. "Reconciliation is a 
difficult word, often misunder¬ 
stood.” the Most Reverend 
Derek Worlock, the Roman 
Catholic Archbishop of Liver¬ 
pool, said in his address. 

“It is important because it is 
a twoway word, for it means 
more than forgiveness. It 
means making friends again 
where there has been hostility. 
It makes demands. If is hard 
to achieve. It calls for persever¬ 
ance and trust It calls for , 
courage, not weakness. Jt is 

Continued on page 2, ad 3 

Major’s move, page 2 


EASTER 


IN THE TIMES 

Six men 
of power 



• Many men wield power 
but few mould the future of 
their countries. Roy 
Jenkins was uniquely 
placed to assess the great 
leaders of the post-war 
generation. This Saturday, 
in a special supplement, he 
looks afresh at the men 
who shaped peacetime: 

Adenauer, Acheson, 
Bevan, Butler, de Gaulle 
and Madeod. 

Pius... 

• In Weekend this 
Saturday, the jumbo 
crossword; a tale of two 
parishes; Mary KHIen, 
Frances Btssell, Paul 
Hemey, Caitfin Mortal... 
While the Times Magazine 
shows how the new council 
tax bands provide a class 
shorthand for the 
streetwise; and includes 36 
pages of spring/summer 
looks for the new dandy. 


MARATHON 


Race results 



• Hello, heflo... it’s the 
London Marathon, the 
biggest race in the world, 
with 34,000 entries. This 
year’s marathon will be run 
on Sunday, April 18 — and 
the full results will be 
published exclusively in 
The Times. 


FOR THE SECOND YEAR 


ABBEY NATIONAL 


HAS BEEN VOTED 


BEST OVERALL 
LENDER. 


• We have yet again been voted “Best Overall 
Lender” and “Best First Time Buyer 
Product” in the Which Mortgage awards. 

• To find out more about our award-winning 
mortgage service just drop into your local 
branch or call us on 0800 555 100 Monday 
to Friday 9.00am - 9.00pm, quoting 
reference X8. 


The habit of a lifetime 

Secured loans and mo rtgages require a charge on joor property 
and in toe case of an endowment mortgage, an endowment/bie 
policy for toe amount of toe advance and a charge over the 
policy. All loans subject to status and valuation and are not 
Available to persons under 18. Written quotations ate available 
on request. Abbey National pic. Abbey House, Baker Street, 
London NW1 6XL. 

YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO 
NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A 
MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOAN 
SECURED ON IT. 
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Settlement hopes ride on a tide of anger over Warrington deaths 


Major steps 



up pressure 
to restart 
Irish talks 

By Edward Gorman, irjeiand correspondent 


JOHN Major stepped up the 
pressure on Northern Ireland 
political leaders yesterday to 
return to the negotiating table, 
reminding them that this was 
the wish of most people in 
Britain, Northern Ireland and 
the rrish republic 
The prime minister, com¬ 
pleting the second day of his 
first visit to Northern Ireland 
in just over a year, repeatedly 
urged politicians to harness 
the mood for peace in the 
wake of the IRA bombings in 
Warrington and to start talk¬ 
ing. But this time, he said, real 
compromises would have to be 
made and politicians would 
have to show the courage and 
flexibility that this required, 
Mr Major, speaking in 


□ The IRA yesterday re¬ 
sumed its mainland cam¬ 
paign with a small bomb 
dose to King’s Cross sta¬ 
tion. The target for the 
bomb, placed in an alley 
off Argyle Square, was a 
Conservative club. There 
were no injuries. 


Strabane. co. Tyrone, said 
when political leaders start to 
talk they “must be prepared to 
move away from entrenched 
positions. There must be a 
greater willingness on all sides 
to show flexibility in return for 
flexibility”. 

Earlier in Londonderry, he 
spoke of his belief that every¬ 
one in Northern Ireland now 
wanted the war to end. “I 
think there is a great feeling • 
right across the province that 
people want a settlement. 
They want peace. They want 
an end to the murder. That is 
the mood I hope the politi¬ 
cians will have the courage 
and the wit to grasp.” 

Mr Major also gave his 
support to the development 
announced on Tuesday by Sir 
Patrick Mayhew. die North¬ 
ern Ireland secretary, dial the 
government would try to push 


the process in the right direc¬ 
tion by offering possible mod¬ 
els for devolution at die outset 
The move is designed to try to 
focus on detailed options 
about how Northern Ireland 
might be governed, the key 
area of dispute between mod¬ 
erate nationalists and 
unionists. 

The prime minister's opti¬ 
mism mat perhaps after the 
local elections in May, a 
constructive spirit could lead 
to a return to talks for the first 
time since November seemed 
hardly justified by the reaction 
of Ian Paisley, leader of the 
Democratic Unionist party. 

Mr Paisley said Mr Major 
was being hypocritical to come 
to Northern Ireland and talk 
about his support for the talks 
when,-in Dr Paisley's view, it 
was be who had destroyed die 
last set by agreeing secretly 
with the Irish government to 
hold a meeting of the Anglo 
Irish Conference, despite 
knowing in advance this 
would lead to unionists with¬ 
drawing from the process. 

The DUP leader said he 
had no intention of returning 
to die negotiating table until 
articles two and three of the 
Irish constitution, which 
claimed jurisdiction over 
Northern Ireland, had been 
unilaterally scrapped — some¬ 
thing which is unthinkable in 
Dublin. 

The IRA made its own views 
dear with a coincidental mor¬ 
tar bomb attack on 
Crossmaglen police and array 
barracks in South Armagh, 
which caused minor damag e 
and injured three soldiers. 

However, much of the effort 
expended over the past two 
days to try to rekindle interest 
in the process may go to waste 
since, with the marching sea¬ 
son following hard on the 
heels of the local elections, 
substantive new negotiations 
may not be possible before the 
late summer. 

Memorial service, page I 



BR to meet unions 
to avert strikes 

British Rail will today meet leaders .of the two rail unions 
threatening a one-day strike next week in an effort to avert 
the planned action. However, union leaders are already 
privately of further strikes. Aslef said its 16,000 
members would join the 24 -bour strike by the 38.000 BR 
members of the Rail, Maritime and Transport union on 
Friday week- 

Aslef rejected mounting a strike on another day to 
minimise disruption. Derek Ftillkk. the union's general 
secretary, said: “We don’t want to hit the public any more 
we have to because the public in the main are 
supporting us.” Bo* BR and the RMT thought there was 
scope to settle the RMTs 24-hour stoppage, though all tides 
said privately last night that the likelihood of next week’s 


In the mood: Major meets British soldiers in Londonderry, saying everyone wants an end to the war 


Benefit rules ‘are trap’ 

Many of the eight mil Hon people on income support are 
.caught in a benefits trap, according to a report pob&sbed 
today by the National Association of Citizens Advice 
Bureaux: “Many claimants would dearly love the chance to 
- N>cpnv» sctf &mpoitin g but are prevented f rom doing so by 
• the stark cut-off of help which can oamr if income support is 
no> longer avaftaWe,” it says. The. plight of people facing the 
‘ withdrawal ofrnortgage help is said to he particoJady bad, 
deterring them from moving off benefit into towpaidjobs. 

Tories pay for new tax 

Better-off families jn the Tory heartlands of southern 
. England are the main losers under the switch from the pofl 
tax to the council tax A survey by the lnstituteof Fiscal 
Studies says two thirds of households gam from the switch 
and one third lose. The gainers are the poor, , those firing jn 
houses ranging from band A to band D. and famiBes with 
more Qian two adults. The average gain for band A bouses is 
£103 a year. The losers are those earning more than £30400 
; a year, those in band E to band H bouses and single people. 

Gun sale may be halted 

The sale of the revolver that Idfied Jesse James could be 
blocked after claims that it is stolen property. The gun was 
expected to fetch £60,000 at the Wallis and Wallis auction in 
Lewes, East Sussex on April 28. But Henry Lingerfekla; 
the former owner’s son, says it was illegally removed from a 
museum in 1968 and that the anonymous American.vendor 
has no rigit of tide. A lawyer for Mr Lingenfdder and the in¬ 
surance company that paid out $9,000 25 years ago-bas 
asked for the sale to be stopped. 


Leaders grieve for Warrington victims 


Continued from page 1 
the only way to true peace and 
understanding. It is possible 
even where previous efforts 
have failed. Even to lay aside 
sectarian hatred is possible, as 
we have attempted to show 
here.” he said. 

The simple but moving 
service was arid at the parish 
church of St Elphin's in the 
town centre. Some of the 
1,000 places were taken by 
invited guests. The Queen was 
represented by the Duke of 


Edinburgh. Also present were 
John Smith, the Labour lead¬ 
er, and civic heads from both 
sides of the Irish Sea. 

Most of the pews were filled 
by townspeople. Scores more. 
listened to loudspeakers out¬ 
side, united first in remem¬ 
brance and -then a n act of 
commitment ' pledging to 
work towards recnncfliaiion in 
Ireland. Some of them had 
already attended another 
equally poignant service held 
earlier at the site in Waning- 



WE 

TOOK OFF 
IN 1919... 
TWO WORLD 
WARS AGO 
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In 1918, on April 1st, the Royal Air force was formed by 
the amalgamation of the Royal Flying Corps and the Royal 
Naval Air Service. 

Just over a year later, in October 1919, Lord Trenchatd 
founded a fond intended to protect any man or woman 
who had served in the air forces of the United Kingdom 
during World War l from hardship in peacetime. 

That fond became the Royal Air Force Benevolent Fund 
and, in its first year of operation, its charitable expenditure 
amounted to just £919, Today that annual expenditure is 
between £7 and £8 million, spent meeting essentially the 
same objectives as they were then: 

To be prepared to help - indefinitely if necessary - 
those disabled on duty in war or peace, the 
dependants of those killed, and those who are in need 
of assistance by reason of bereavement, disability, 
sickness, infirmity, poverty or other misfortune 

A formidable task indeed, and one which we have been 
proud to fulfil for over 7 decades. Please help us to 
continue over the years by filling in the coupon below and 
sending it to us with your donation. Or try remembering 
us with a covenant or when you 
make your Will. 




UusnatnrK. '•l.R.Sta* 
Abates Producti o ns Ufl. 




ton’s shopping centre where 
foe two bombs had exploded. 

The theme of both yester¬ 
day's services echoed the 
words spoken by so many 
since foe explosions, that 
"enough is -enough". The 
mood was encapsulated at St 
Elphin’s in a reading from 
Revelation by Phillip Mears, 
chaplain to Warrington gener¬ 
al hospital where the dead and 
injured had been taken. “I saw 
a new heaven and a new earth 
... there shall be no more 


Patten fails 
to pacify 
teachers 

Continued from pace 1 
decided 1 unanimously to with¬ 
draw support for its resolution 
against balloting members. 
Senior figures dismissed Mr 
Patten’s concessions as in¬ 
substantial 

Mr Patton drew hollow 
laughter when he said the new 
School Curriculum and As¬ 
sessment Authority would try 
to address the problem of 
providing schools with timely 
and accurate information 
about tests and foe curricu¬ 
lum. Teachers have repeatedly 
criticised its predecessors — 
the National Curriculum 
Council and the School Ex¬ 
aminations and Assessment 
Council — for incompetence. 

. Peter Smith, ATL general 
secretary, said foe speech was 
remarkably conciliatory and 
was received courteously. But 
the mood turned against Mr 
Patten when he described his 
reception as "warm" on foe i 
lunchtime television news. j 
Ann Taylor, Labour educa¬ 
tion spokeswoman, said Mr 
Patten had failed to follow his 
logic and make foe English 
and technology tests for 14- 
year-olds optional this sum¬ 
mer. "The tests wfll collapse 
next terra. It is only a question 
of whether they collapse in an 
orderly fashion because foe 
secretary of state makes them 
voluntary,” she said. 

Diary, page 20 
Letters, page 21 


death, neither sorrow, nor 
aying, neither shall there be 
any more pain, for foe former 
things are passed away ” 

Among aQ the prayexs and 
muds of recondh'aiion, a 
message to the- IRA was 
expressed by Cardinal Cabal 
Daly. Archbishop of Armagh, 
^ in a letter to Bishop Warlock. 
"Please stop this senseless 
campaign,” he wrote. “Please 
cease to dishonour foe name 
of Ireland. For God’s sake, 
stop now.” 

Mothers 
risk loss 
of benefit 

UNMARRIED mothers who 
are claiming benefit and who 
refuse to name the fathers of 
their children are to be the 
subject of a dampdown on 
maintenance dodgers. 

About 22,000 women last 
year resisted demands from 
soda!security staff to identify 
their former partners: 1.000 of 
them said they were afraid of 
violence. 

Under foe new system for 
collecting maintenance, which 
came into force this week, staff 
at the Child Support Agency 
(CSAj can order their benefit 
docked unless the women can 
prove that identifying foe 
father will cause “undue harm 
or distress’*. 

Ministers hope that secur¬ 
ing maintenance payments 
for children in one-parent 
families will save £530 million 
in the first year by removing 
the need for many to draw 
state benefits. 

Peter LiUey, foe social sec¬ 
urity secretary, said at foe 
official launch of the CS A that 
it was the most important 
change in social policy for 
decades. It would give child¬ 
ren the right to support from 
both parents, reduce the bur¬ 
den on taxpayers and encour¬ 
age lone parents badcto work. 
The agency wiD eventually be 
responsible for all diDd main¬ 
tenance work, expected to 
cover two million families. 

Barbara Amid, page 20 


Vaughan Watkins, who was fined £1,200 for throwing an 
empty crisp packet out of his car. won an award two years 
ago for clearing up litter, it was disclosed yesterday. Mr 
Watkins, now aged 20, was honoured by the Keep Wales 
Tidy organisation for a project, during which he travelled 
ten miles fromhis home in Cwmbran. Gwent, and gave up 
hours of his free time. Now Mr Watkins, who receives £67 
dole every fortnight is to appeal against the fine imposed by 
Cwmbran magistrates. Sentencing enquiry, page 7 

Doctor’s passport fraud 

A doctor was given a suspended sentence at Southwark 
-Crown Court central London, after he admitted being part 
of a conspiracy to obtain British passports. Mohammed 
Khan, a homoeopathic practitioner and president of the 
Muslim Association and Pakistan Welfare Association, 
signed passport applications for people he did not really 
know, and in one case, had never met The court was told 
that Khan, 60, had been duped by people he trusted Khan 
was also ordered to pay £630 prosecution costs. 

Doctors back therapies 

Nearly three-quartos of fund-holding family doctors believe 
fiat therapies such as acupuncture, osteopathy and 
aromatherapy should be available on the health service. A 
survey fay the National Association of Health Authorities 
and Trusts indicates that alternative treatments may be 
becoming more accepted fay mainstream practitioners. 

Whiplash denies stunt 

Lindi St Clair, left, foe self- 
styled Miss Whiplash and 
campaigner for prostitutes’ 
rights who became the sub¬ 
ject of a police search after 
her car was found aban¬ 
doned in January at Beachy 
Head, East Sussex, returned 
to Britain yesterday. Step¬ 
ping ashore from foe cruise 
liner Canberra, she denied 
that her disappearance had 
been a publicity stunt to 
promote her biography, say¬ 
ing: “It’s total humbug” 

Out of the frying pan 

Mick Watson, 42, who runs a fish shop in Keelby, 
Lincolnshire, and claims to have eaten fish and chips daily 
for the past 2 5 years, says that be has passed a cholesterol 
test with Ifying odours. A spokesman for the British 
Medical Association conceded the result was surprising and 
surmised that Mr Watson enjoyed an unusual metabolism. 

Branson buys Airbuses 

Virgin Atlantic yesterday ordered four new Airbus A340 
aircraft worth E300 mQUon. The deal, signed by Richard 
Branson, is the first British order for foe plane, in which 
British Aerospace has a 20 per cent stake.The first aircraft is 
due to be delivered in October and will be used on Virgin's 
Athens service and other new routes. 
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SOLICITORS won permis¬ 
sion yesterday to bring a High 
Court challenge against the 
Lord Chancellor's plan to cut 
legal aid. 

The Law Society won foe 
go-ahead after Lord Maekay 
of Clashfem, foe Lord Chan¬ 
cellor. decided not to oppose 
its application for leave to seek 
a judicial review of foe re¬ 
forms. which reduce the in¬ 
come limit for free legal aid 
and advice, and increase per¬ 
sonal contributions towards 
court cases- Mr Justice Mac- 
pherson of Ouny said the case 
should be heard ns soon as 
possible in view of the enor¬ 
mous public interest Michael 
BeJoff QC, for foe society. 


which represents 59,000 solic¬ 
itors in England and Wales, 
said in foe circumstances it 
was decided not to apply for a 
court order suspending foe 
changes — which come into 
force on Easter Monday — 
until after foe legal challenge 
was concluded. 

The society claims that up to 
14 million people could be 
affected by foe new regula¬ 
tions- Lord Maekay dismissed 
the figure as “absurd" and 
said that on last year's figures 
when 3.4 million people used 
legal aid, only 250.000 would 
either fail to receive free legal 
aid or have to pay more. 

A spokesman for foe Lord 
Chancellor's Department said 


it would “strongly oppose" the 
judicial review application. 
“In foe meantime foe Lord 
Chancellor does not propose 
to delay foe implementation 
of the regulations.” 

Mr Beioff told foe judge 
both sides had readied “a 
combined view~ that foe issues 
should be argued out at a full 
court hearing. 

The society wfll seek a 
declaration at foe full bearing 
that foe Lord Chancellor acted 
outside his powers under foe 
1988 Legal Aid Acl It win 
also ask foe High Court to 
quash, the regulations and 
order Lord Maekay to consult 
the society fully on each of foe 

proposed changes to the Legal 


Aid Scheme. The society says 
its fundamental concern is 
that many people wfll be 
without foe means to gain 
access to lawyers and thus to 
justice. 

Justice act page? 


The name of Sir Michael 
Connell foe High Court judge 
who wfll head the Jockey 
Chib's Grand National enqui¬ 
ry, was incorrectly reported in 
yesterdays sports pages as 
Donnell. We apologise to Sir 
Michael for foe error. 
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fjfaes steacher sparked £20,000 hunt 

Bulimia sufferer 
faked abduction 
to avoid Christmas 


By Stewart Teller, crime correspondent 
A FITNESS teacher whose 


disappearance sparked a 
£20.000 police hunt went 
missing because she suffered 
from an eating disorder and 
could not face the Christinas 
festivities, a court was told 
yesterday. 

When Joanna Grenside 
finally reappeared after two 
days, she told police she had 
been abducted from her car 
driven away, locked in a room 
and assaulted. Eventually 
Grenside, 25. ad mined she 
had staged her disappearance 
and been hiding at Heathrow 
airport 

She told police she had 
suffered from bulimia, in 
which sufferers have eating 
binges and then vomit the 
food, since her early teens. 

Yesterday Grenside pleaded 
guilty at St Albans magis¬ 
trates' court to wasting police 
time and was given a condi¬ 
tional discharge for 12 
months and ordered to pay 
£150 costs. Pat Lamer, chair¬ 
man of the bench, said he 
would not order her to contrib¬ 


ute to police costs because she 
was suspended from her job 
and had little means. 

Grenside. of Harpenden, 
Hertfordshire, left the court¬ 
house smiling and told report¬ 
ers; "l am pleased it's over." 
But she refused to comment 

any further. The court was told 

she is receiving treatment 
from an expen on eating 


Free 



Grenside: could not 
feme festive eating 


Bulimia victims often 
eldest daughters 


TWO percent of women aged 
between 15 and 40 suffer 
from bulimia, according to 
Hubert Lacey, professor of 
psychiatry at St George's 
Hospital medical school 
southwest London. 

Professor Lacey said that 
white few sufferers would, like 
Joanna Grenside. go into 
hiding- many would find the 
combination of family rela¬ 
tionships and food at Christ¬ 
mas difficult to bear (Stewart 
Tendler writes). 

The disease, from which 
the Princess of Wales is 
reported to have suffered, 
involves eating binges fid- 
lowed by periods of setf- 
starvation or vomiting. Unlike 
anorexia nervosa, there is no 
dramatic weight loss. 

The disease starts on aver¬ 
age at the age of 18, vomiting 
begins at 21 and sufferers are 


attending a dmic by their 
mid-20s. Professor Lacey said 
that a quarter 'of sufferers 
were married and a fifth had 
chfldien. 

They become 01 nsuaQy 
because of parental or mental 
problems. The women are 
often eldest or only daughters 
or living at borne during 
adotesenefc Ihe difficulties 
start when they fry to have 
tbeir first significant rel¬ 
ationship. 

This may lead to a sense of 
failure and they respond with 
a diet which foils. The next 
step is binge eating and then 
they vomit the food. 

Treatment and therapy, in¬ 
volving out-patient duties; is 
usually successful Professor 
Lacey said. A small percent¬ 
age ofsufferers develop drink 
and drag pcobtems and are 
often fretted in hospital 


disorders at the Royal 
Hospital in London. 

Det lnsp David Lane said 

he thought the outcome was 
good for Grenside and police 
were “perfectly happy" with 
the result. He said he agreed 
with Mr Lamer that the case 
should not stop people coining 
forward with allegations of 
abduction or sexual assault 
Patrick Fields, for the prose¬ 
cution. told the court that 
alarm at Grenside's disap¬ 
pearance was first raised last 
December by colleagues at the 
Harpenden fitness centre 
when she foiled to arrive for a 
class. 

A search of die area by 
police revealed a rape alarm 
by her parked car but no sign 
of Grenside. As a r 
“large-scale" enquiry was 
started with dogs, divers, a 
helicopter and many officers 
involved. M It is estimated 
1 ,800 hours of police time was 
invested in the enquiry and 
the cost was £20.387.87." Mr 
Fields said. 

Two days later, Grenside 
turned up ar the fitness centre 
and made the abduction 
daims. Police brought in a 
consultant psychologist who 
advised that questioning 
should cease over the week¬ 
end. Officers made enquiries 
about a case in Australia, 
where Miss Grenside had 
lived for three years, in which 
a woman had faked her own 
disappearance. 

“When interviews with Miss 
Grenside were recommenced 
on the Monday, officers made 
it dear that she was no longer 
believed. Almost immediately 
Miss Grenside broke down 
and admitted that the whole 
thing was a hoax." said Mr 
Fields. The prime reason for 
all of this was that Christmas 
was looming and she couldn’t 
face the prospect of the round 
of parties and. in particular, 
the food." 

Michael Allan, for the de¬ 
fence; said bulimia gave rise 
to a . feeling of. shame. 
Grenside and other sufferers 
feft.tbey had to keep their 
activities secret from their 
nearest and dearest' 



a rabbit takes a restful view of die world during 
i, in London yesterday. The hat was part of a i 


session for an Easter hat 
n by the milliner Frederick Fox 


Sterilised mother wins £140,000 for son 


MOTHER of seven won 
£140,679 damages in the 
High Court yesterday for the 
bungled sterilisation opera¬ 
tion that led to the birth of her 
youngest son. 

The court was told that 
Phyllis Coit, a primary school 
teacher and a devout Roman 
Catholic, of. qapham. south¬ 
west London, decided to have 
.the sterilisation at St Thomas’s 
Hospital in August 1988- She 
was 38 at the time and had 


four daughters and two sons, 
now aged from 22 to six. 

In January 1989 she began 
to feel unwell and feared she 
had cancer until a doctor told 
her she was pregnant Son 
James was bom in September 
1989. In January 1990 she 
underwent another ster¬ 
ilisation operation. 

Judge Sumner paid tribute 
to Mis Cort, 42 and an “above 
average teacher”, as a woman 
of “considerable drive and 


enterprise" who thought her 
family was complete after her 
sixth child. 

The judge said Mrs Cort 
was entitled to damages for 
the disappointment and upset 
over ihe failure of the first 
operation, the shock of discow 
ering the pregnancy, the fear 
that she had. cancer, die nine 
months she carried her new 
son and the second ster¬ 
ilisation. He also awarded her 
damages for the cost of feed¬ 


ing and dothing James and 
for his future education. As she 
had to give up work she was 
also entitled to an award for 
her lost earning. 

Lambeth Health Authority 
admitted liability but contest¬ 
ed tiie amount to be awarded. 

After the hearing, Mrs Cort 
said:.. “I am very happy with 
the result James might not 
have been planned, but I 
wouldn’t give him up for the 
world." ’ 


Pop star 
Holly 
says he 
has HIV 

By Jamie Dettmer 

HOLLY Johnson, the lead 
singer of the defanct pop 
group Frankie Goes to Holly¬ 
wood, confirmed yesterday 
that he has HIV, ihe Aids 
virus. 

Johnson, an open homosex¬ 
ual whose most famous song. 
Relax, urged gays to tak? pride 
in their seoiality. said he 
discovered he had the virus 
only a few days before the 
death of Freddie Mercury, the 
lead singer of Queen" He 
insisted that it would not force 
him to lead a “closeted, nega¬ 
tive" life. 

Johnson's announcement 
comes in an interview in this 
Saturday’s Tne Times Maga¬ 
zine. He discusses his fears 
and recalls the friends who 
have died from .Aids. He says 
he hopes that the press will 
refrain from suggesting that 
he is "basically getting his just 
desserts. 

“I’ve had some moments of 
black despair but it's a lot. lot 
worse for some people." he 
says. He found out that he had 
the virus while being treated 
for Kaposi'sS3itxmia.~~h was a 
week or so before 1 received 
any counselling, and even 
then it was of no help initially, 
because I was in such a stare of 
panic ... I could haittiy hear 
what was said to me for fear of 
the media and what they 
would do when they got hold 
of the story. I imagined the 
headlines... I was afraid that 
the first tiling they'd say was 
that this person who’d pro¬ 
moted a promiscuous homo¬ 
sexual lifestyle had got his 
comeuppance." 

Johnson. 33. said he did not 
accept the argument that his 
former way of fife was respon¬ 
sible for his current plight. He 
said that catching the virus 
was the result not of promiscu¬ 
ity but the consequence of 
foiling to wear a condom. He 
argued that “safe sex" educa¬ 
tion came to Britain too late 
and that the British were slow 
to realise the full implications 
of the disease. Johnson’s long¬ 
time partner, Wolfgang 
Kuhle. is HIV negative. 

As die frontman of Frankie 
Goes to Hollywood. Johnson 
was at the forefront of one of 
the most flamboyant, albeit 
short-lived, success stories in 
British pop music. The 
group's debut hit. Relax, re¬ 
mains Britain's second high¬ 
est-selling single. 


Jilted man 
crashed 
girl friend 

A JILTED City commodities 
dealer lolled his former girl 
friend by “hugging" her to 
death before killing himself, 
an inquest was told yesterday. 

Tim Brockman. 32, killed 
Sophia Kneen as their eight- 
year relationship foiled, per¬ 
haps beginning to hug her in 
affection, Hammersmith Cor¬ 
oner’s Court was told. Miss 
Kneen. 30. who had wanted 
to end the relationship, was 
found dead with flowers 
around her head and Mr 
Brockman was found hanged 
at the flat they had shared, in 
Fulham, southwest London. 

Dr Louis Al-Alousi. a path¬ 
ologist. said that the only 
known cases of such a killing 
involved victims of the Victori¬ 
an bodysnatdbere Burke and 
Hare. 

Bruises on Miss Kneen 
suggested traumatic asphyxia¬ 
tion. “In my view, Mr 
Brockman committed suicide 
and Miss Kneen’s death was 
an unlawful killing," he said. 

Trevor Burke, for Miss 
Kneen’5 family, said; “It was 
very likely she was squeezed 
initially out of affection." 

Dr John Burton, the coro¬ 
ner, said Mr Brockman had 
told a friend that he planned 
“murder, then suicide". He 
recorded a verdict of suicide 
on Mr Brockman, and an 
open verdict on Miss Kneen, 
finding doubt as to intent 


Judge jails freed 
rapist for 15 years 


By Robin Young 


A FORMER civil servant who 
served four years for rape was 
jailed for 15 years yesterday 
after a judge was tola he had 
left prison only to embark on a 
crime tour of Britain, sexually 
assaulting a woman and rob¬ 
bing building societies. 

Graeme Jarman, 29. of 
Stanley, co. Durham, had 
served four years of a seven- 
year term imposed for kidnap 

and rape before being released 

on parole and marrying his 
childhood sweetheart. Within 
months of the marriage. 
Judge Lockett at Preston 
Crown Court was told, he was 
touring England again in 
search of victims. 

Henry Globe, for the prose¬ 
cution. said that in 1987 
Jarman had abducted a girl 
aged 17 and raped her at gun¬ 
point in Peterborough. On 
parole in 1991, he returned to 
the North East where he 
married, but then became 
“restless and withdrawn". 

Mr Globe said that Jarman 

had taken a family car and lost 

money gambling. He had lost 
his job and his money and 
went to Lancashire, on the way 
collecting what he called his 
“robbery ldr—a knife, gloves, 
rope and sticky tape. In St 
Anne’s he saw a single 23- 
year-old woman leading a 
sponsored walk of children in 
a local park and followed her 


to her home. He tricked his 
way inside by suggesting he 
wished to rent an adjoining 
flat She was gauged and 
bound and then indecently 
assaulted at knife-point Mr 
Globe said that Jarman stole 
credits cards and E10 before 
leaving. 

A hunt was launched but 
Jarman went on the run, 
staying in expensive hotels 
and robbing building societies 
in Morecambe, Lancashire; 
Loughborough. Leicester¬ 
shire; Midhurst West Sussex; 
Caister-on-Sea. Norfolk and 
Weston-super-Mare, Awn. 
He gave himself up in Has¬ 
tings on July 27. 

David Turner, for the de¬ 
fence. said Jarman, when he 
came out of prison, had been 
“almost suffocated by the sup¬ 
port of his fiancee and family. 
He went into what was an 
arranged marriage and an 
arranged job.” 

Jarman pleaded guilty to 
indecently assault ana admit¬ 
ted stealing a total of £8.83 5 in 

a series of robberies at build- 

He also admitted stealing^ 
Ford Fiesta and driving 
without insurance. Pleas of 
not guilty to burglary with 
intent to rape and to an 
allegation of a serious sexual 
offence were accepted by the 
prosecution. 


Pensioner 
strangled 
ill woman 

A PENSIONER strangled a 
fellow resident of bis old 
people’s home because be 
wrongly believed she was in 
agony, a court was told 
yesterday. 

James Smith, 84, killed 
Emily Emms, 94, with his 
dressing gown cord because 
he thought she would be 
“better off in heaven". How¬ 
ever. Mrs Emms was suffering 
from only a chest infection 
and mild heart failure. 

Staff at the Homeleigh 
Nursing Home in Southsea. 
Hampshire, believed Mrs 
Emms had died from natural 
causes until Smith confessed 
be had killed her. 

Anthony Donne QCy for the 
prosecution, said: “When staff 
told Smith not to go into Mrs 
Emms’s room because she 
had died he replied, ’1 have a 
confession to make, 1 killed 
her. I strangled her with my 
dressing-gown cord. I put her 
out of her misery.’" 

The prosecution accepted 
Smith'S plea of guilty to man¬ 
slaughter due to diminished 
responsibility. M r Justice Auld 
made a hospital order detain¬ 
ing Smith under the Mental 
Health Act in Moorgreen 
Hospital. Southampton. 

Dr David Wffkinson, of 
Southampton Community 
Care Service, said that Smith 
was suffering from brain 

degeneration. 


Wordsmith to the world dies at 93 


By Ian Murray 

ALFRED Butts, the man who made 
word-building an international sport 
died on Tuesday in his hwfg* 1 
Rhinebeck. New York, aged 93- 
remained puzzled until the end by the 
success of his invention. Saab we. 

His brainchild, devised m the 1930s, 
became the world’s mostsuccessfui 
word game.selling 100 mflhonseKm 
90 nations and 24 tanguagM- He was 

aiwgys so surprisedthatpeopteplayeri 

it seriously,” Philip Neflcon, 30, 
times British Scrabble champion, said 

fa a vety seiwos 

MrNefwu who hasj«^ “2J 

as an accountant to ]Brlti& 

and Sons, which holds the Bnosn 


Butts when, as an unemployed 
architect during the height of the 
Depression he was looking for a way of 
amusing people. . 

His solution was a game of lettered 

tiles to be placed on a squared board to 

make a crossword. Unsure of what to 
(to next he called the game "It” and 
invited a few friends “> play. 

They liked “It", so he tried to market 
the idea, but there were no sales. He 
refined the rate* changed the name to 
“Lexico” and tried again. Then ne 
caDed it “Alph” and then “Cnss Cross 
Words”. Nobodly was interested, eacept 
Jim Brunot a government MCiai work¬ 
er, whom he introduced to the game m 
1939- 

Ten years later. Mr Btunot and his 
wife took the risk of buying the rights to 
the game to sell under a new name. 
Scrabble. Sates reached 8.500 sets two 


years later and the Brunots were on the 
brink of bankruptcy when Jack Strauss, 
the chairman of Maty’s department 
store, discovered the game on holiday 
and decided to market it 

Sates took off. The Brunots sold the 
rights and made their fortune, but they 
remembered the real inventor and 
ensured that he received a few cents in 
royalties from every sale. He never 
needed to work again. 

Although the game’s inventor did not 
take it seriously, millions da In 19S6.a 
five-year-old boy in Daztford, Kent, 
dialled 999 to tell police that his sister 
was cheating. In 1987, an old age 
pensioner complained that she was 
thrown out of a retirement home in 
Lincoln as “incompatible” because she 
did not know bow to pfay- 

Obituary, page 23 



DECADES OFCARING 


.. .AND WE’RE STILL CLIMBING 

Our targets are higher...help us to help the airmen 
and women who were there in our hour of need 

Two World Wars, the Falklands and, more recently, the Gulf War. Times and places may change but the 
RAF Benevolent Fund is always there to help those who suffered fighting for their country and our future. 

And, thanksto the generosity of our supporters, we were able to help nearly 16,000 people last year with^ 
loans and grants totalling over £7 million or; on average, over £20,000 spent each day of the year. ^ 

In 1993, the 75th Anniversary of the RAfi our expenditure is forecast to increase Not 
just because the cost of caring is going up - our veterans of World War II and their 
dependants are growing older and more vulnerable as well and we have a long-term 
commitment to look after them, since their eligibility lasts for life. 

Flease help us to help them when, often in desperation, they turn to i 
Please fill in the coupon below and send it to us with your donation. 

Better still, help us with a covenant or remember us in your Will. 

Please be there for us In our hour of need! 


e Cm oow*M 19 M/UOO "proguaw 
me pennwat dttnConWw oTHMSO 



L Ma Protected Act c^mjouIj «ntfi n ermaa *ju a: cm: m »rrt iijiou'MwMp"** 
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Welcome aboard American's 
Business Gass. A warm smile and 
dulled champagne await you. 
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Sus an Kent 


American Airlines Flight Attendant 


v 


- * 


to America, enjoy a delicious 
5-course meal with your choice 


of main dishes and vintage nines 


/ 


mg\ 
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When you fly American Airlines 
to America, this srnileis always 
there. 

it’s a warm, friendly American 
smile. 

And it’s part of everything we do 
nom the moment you come aboard 
All so you arrive relaxed, refreshed 
snd ready for business. 1 
For reservations, call your Travel 

®?7g7®. A ™ ton “ teS “ 


Settle back to work w rest 
without interruption. And arrive 
w America ready for business. 


from the UK, An 
nonstop daily to 
over 300 cornu* 


6 US gateways and 
fog odes beyond. 


AmericanAirlines 

Ojjtaal Airline of the 1994 World Cup. -— 
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Privatising the jails 


Prisons director summons 
Group 4 after escapes 


By Richard Ford 
HOME CORRESPONDENT 

SENIOR managers of a com¬ 
pany . running [he firer 
privatised prison escort service 
have been called ro a meeting 
with the head of the prison 
service after a series of ind* 
denis in which prisoners es¬ 
caped or arrived late at courts. 

Derek Lewis has requested 
urgent talks with managers of 
the Group 4 security firm 
amid anxiety that difficulties 
earlier this week have the 
potential to do serious harm to 
the polity of purting more 
private sector involvement in 
the penal system. 

Mr Lewis, director-general 
of the prison service agency, 
has acted after launching an 
enquiry into problems that hit 
Group 4's first day in charge 
of escorting prisoners from 
jails and police stations to 
courts in six counties. On the 
first day. one prisoner fled the 
dock at Hull magistrates' 
court and ran from the build¬ 
ing. Christopher Hatch, 21, 
who was on remand on theft. 


■ Early hitches have led to embarrassing 
confrontation between the head of the prison 
service and pioneer privatised guards 


public order and crim inal 
damage charges, was recap¬ 
tured yesterday. On Tuesday, 
a prisoner being escorted from 
Lincoln prison to Spalding 
magistrates' court forced open 
a hatch in the vehicle he was in 
and escaped Police were alert¬ 
ed by Group 4 staff and the 
prisoner was recaptured in 15 
minutes. 

At his meeting with Group 
4 senior managers and those 
responsible for operating the 
contract. Mr Lewis will reiter¬ 
ate what is expected of them 
under the five-year contract to 
perform escort duties in North 
Yorkshire, South Yorkshire. 
Humberside. Leicestershire. 
Lincolnshire, Nottingham¬ 
shire and Derbyshire. He will 
leave them in no doubt of what 
he expects of them and of the 
paramount importance that 
the 400 employees involved in 


escort duties do everything 
possible to ensure the safety of 
the public and to prevent 
embarrassing escapes. 

Although the prison service 
agency is willing to give the 
company some time to perfect 
complex escort duties, which 
will involve 100,000 prisoner 
movements a year, senior 
officials recognise that further 
incidents could cause public 
alarm about safety. This 
week’s incidents have given 
opponents of private sector 
involvement a propaganda 
weapon, and further incidents 
could damage the govern¬ 
ment’s case for greater privati¬ 
sation in the penal system. 

Two Home Office officials 
monitor Group 4’s running of 
the Wolds remand prison on 
Humberside and the escort 
service. They send reports to 
the prison service agency. The 


reports are not made public, 
and critics of privatisation in 
the Labour party and penal 
affairs groups say that secrecy 
surrounding contracts means 
that there is tittle accountabil¬ 
ity to Parliament. 

Stephen Shaw, of the Prison 
Reform Trust, said that Parlia¬ 
ment had been denied inform¬ 
ation about staffing levels, the 
costs of the prison and penalty 
dauses in the contract “The 
Wolds has been very open in 
allowing people into the pris¬ 
on, but where accountability 
has fallen down is in anything 
to do with monitoring the 
contract itself and the sums of 
money involved," he said. 

John Bates, of Group 4. said 
that the government was 
aware of details of the contract 
and was able to audit accounts 
at any time. "It has been made 
dear right from the beginning 
that, if necessary, the contract 
can be withdrawn," he said. 
Mr Bates said that details 
about profits and other sensi¬ 
tive commercial matters were 
not made public, as was the 
practice in other businesses. 


PHIUJP DUNN 





In need of alms: Lincoln has attracted the biggest grant of E720.S00 


Cathedrals 
blessed 
with £4.6m 

By John Young 

GRANTS totalling £4.6 mil¬ 
lion for urgent repairs to 44 
English cathedrals in the 
next 12 months were are 
nounced yesterday by Eng¬ 
lish Heritage. A further 
£784.000 has been promised 
in 1994-5 for longer term 
projects. 

The largest grant of 
£720.500 goes to Lincoln 
cathedral. Three of six cathe¬ 
drals receiving grants for the 
first time are Roman Catho¬ 
lic Clifton. Shrewsbury and 
Southwark. 

When the grants scheme 
was announced in 1991. it 
was estimated that £185 
million would need to be 
spent on cathedral conserva¬ 
tion over the next decade. So 
far £11.5 million has been 
allocated and by 1995 the 
total will reach £19.5 million' 

Five of the 44 grants are 
for conserving stained glass, 
five for work on monuments 
and sculptures and four for 
restoring wall-paintings. 
Other repairs include organ 
cases at Portsmouth and 
Birmingham, floor tiles at 
Winchester and a tiled cha¬ 
pel at Lichfield. 



Olympic 
boxers win 
damages 

Three members of the British 
Olympic boxing team were 
given a public apology yester¬ 
day and undisclosed libel 
damages over allegations that 
thty were sent home from 
Barcelona in disgrace. 

Amateur boxers Paul Law- 
son. Steven Wilson and Peter 
Richardson had sued The 
Mail on Sunday over a report 
that alleged the trio was sent 
home after being involved in a 
fight with members of the 
Iranian Olympic team. The 
newspaper apologised “unre¬ 
servedly" for the injury to the 
men’s reputations and feel¬ 
ings, and agreed to pay dam¬ 
ages and legal costs after the 
brief hearing at the High 
Court. 

Murder charge 

David Williams, 32. of no 
fixed address, appeared at 
Stafford Crown Court accused 
of the murder of Gail White- 
house and eight rapes. He 
pleaded not guilty and also de¬ 
nied charges of attempted 
rape, five indecent assaults 
and one kidnapping. 

Abuser jailed 

,\ Stephen Darlington. 33, a ju- 

■ nior school teacher from 
Manchester, was jailed for six 
years by Liverpool Crown 
Court after admitting nine of¬ 
fences of indecent assault and 
gross indecency with two boys, 
9 and 12. and buggery of the 
younger boy. 

Art record 

A world record was set for a 
painting by the British artist 
Allan Ramsay 0.713-84) 
when Pomtiit of Sir Edward 
and Lady Turner sold for 
£551,000" almost twice its ex¬ 
pected price, at Christie’s. 

j, Husband held 

* Gerald Maloney. 42, of Cha¬ 
pel Row. Berkshire, accused of 
murdering his wife by run- 
ning her over, was remanded 
in custody by Newbury 
magistrates. 


Tory image 
executive 
‘thrived on 
hard work’ 

By Jamie Dextmer 
and Andrew Pierce 

CONSERVATIVE party col¬ 
leagues of Russ Pipe, the 
public relations expert found 
dead in a fume-filled car on ! 
Tuesday night yesterday dis¬ 
missed suggestions that his ! 
death may have been the 
result of overwork or pressure. 

A suicide note left by Mr 
Pipe. 49. a member of John 
Major’s election team, said a 
“purely family-related issue" 
had ted him to take his life. 

A police spokesman said 
yesterday-that it was unlikely 
that a . formal investigation 
would be launched info the 
death gLthe deputy director of 
communications at Consexvar - 
tive Central Office. “There do 
not appear to be any suspi¬ 
cious circumstances," he said. 

Mr Pipe was found by his 
wife Yvonne in his car at their 
home in Cobham. Surrey. He 
had beat suffering from a 
stomach ulcer and had taken 
several days off work, but i 
neighbours said that he 
seemed fine when they saw 
him on Sunday. 

Sir Norman Fowler, the 
Conservative party chairman, 
said: “I was deeply sorry to 
hear this news. I very much 
enjoyed working with him. He 
made a great contribution, not 
least to our election victory last 
year." 

According to staff at Conser¬ 
vative Central Office, far from 
buckling under the pressure of 
work. Mr Pipe thrived on it 
He spoke to the office several 
times on Monday and one 
employee who spoke to him 
said: “There was not a hint 
that there was anything 
wrong. He sounded fine." 

A neighbour said he knew 
that the Pipes were talking 
about taking one of their *wo 
daughters. Pippa, 14. and 
Nelfie, 12. out of a local 
private school. Pippa was on a 
siding holiday in Europe and 
police were trying to trace her. 

Yesterday, Mrs Pipe, a nurs¬ 
ery school teacher, asked that 
the family be allowed to 
mourn without intrusion. 


Trust wins action 
over Uppark fire 


BY John Young 


THE National Trust won a 
High Court action yester¬ 
day against a firm of con- 
tnitore held responsible 
for a fire that largely de¬ 
stroyed Uppark House. ® 
17 th century mansion over¬ 
looking the Downs in west 
The bin for Its 
restoration is tikety to ** 
almost £20 rofllton 
The bouse was built m 
1690 by William Telman- 

From 17*. 


an afternoon tea-break, m 
breach of a condition that 
one should stay for at least 
15 minutes to allow the 

lead to cool down. The trust 

has spent £6 miflion on 
restoration so Ear. 

Hie workmen’s employ^ 
er, Haden Young lid- o f 
Southgate, north London, 
parfof the B1CC grog* 

admitted neghgence but 
denied liability for the res- 
lorafiori costs. Ui danned 


I6W Zmi rorarion costs, » 

From 174b, it that, under the terms of the 

by the Fetherstonhaugh ^ between itself. 

£e trust and the foam 


SfS? 

in 1954. Until the 
disastrous blaze in August 
1989, it was one of 

iSc* most resplendent 

St ?Sf'fire is thought to 

have been caused by an oig 

ss= 

posts at the same tune fo 


the trust and the mam 
contractors. Midhurst ami 
Femhorst Builders Ltd, the 

trust was to bear the nsk of 
loss or damage by h*- 
But Mr Justice Otton 
said the contractual ar¬ 
rangements did not excuse 

Haden Young from tire 
consequences of 

eenct He adjourned the 
Cessment of damage roa 

future hearing but 

the builders to pay the costs 

of the action. 


Hens Flaming Silver 
2 litre pot 

W£6-29 « 



PowerBreaker 
Safety Adaptor 
£22r99 

£15-99 4 






Hozelock Polyspray 2 
Adjustable Pressure 
Sprayer 2 pint 

^£ 6-55 






V% 






jsSfei 






Blade Si Decker 
Stxfpemasterjgp 
GR 360c Jp 
£439-9* ^ 

£119-99 


Bush Roses 

Hybrid Tea and Floribunda 
varieties 3-5 litre pot 

£3^f9.7Q (Exdudes Royalty 
JLtJZi / jr varieties) 


m&m 


- & 
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Hozelock Multi- ^ 

spray Gun ^1 

Fully Adjustable 3 
Multi-purpose s 

Hose Gun 

£8-99 







Sweet Peas pH 

9cm pot 

**69 P 


, >•• • • *• 



I 




X Hayter 

Hunter 41SE 
16 w Rotary Petrol Mower 

^ £199-99 



Fruit of the 
Barth Peat Free 
Multi-purpose 
Compost 
40 litre 

£ + 9 *£ 3-49 



C,i * -a-T.VIK;. "ti* -VC • — *».. • : W-W ■ vr -» 

AINSBUBY'S 



Evergreen Azaleas Pansies 

Choice of varieties 3 litre pot p ac k of 6 plants £2-99 

£5-99 £2- 49 Good ideas cost less at Homebase. 

All sizes are approximate and not to scale. Merchandise subject to availability. 
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GARDEN FURNITURE 


BIST BUY 


LIGHTING 


WALLCOVERING 


.99 

Pavisolo Rustic f yf • 

Ceramic Floor Tiues 

20cm sq. pack of 10 tiles. Choic e of 4 desig ns. 

FiOottsoENE Self-Adhesive 

Vinyl Floor Tiles 2mjLS9 

3Qcm sq. Pack of 6 tiles. Assorted designs. 

Jaipur 30" x 44“ Approx. . 

Reversible Cotton Rue £/59 

Available jn a choice of designs and colours. _ 


Wk 



Brighton 
pSlatth) Bench 

White Finish. 

Excellent value. 




KITCHENS 




'/j Off Matchpoint XTO 

Wallpapers ,99 

In a choice of 20 pawns. £M*idl. EASIER SPEClAl FWCE 


Vymura Luxury Jj EJ Mu 

Texturh) Wallcovbuncs £<J.99 

Available In a choice of 3 patterns. NEW 1993 RANGE 


Crown Calypso jC*T 5&L 

Washable Wallpapers iiTi.fci 59 

Available in a choice of 6 patterns. Great value. 


£1 Off Solvite All-Purpose 
Wallcovering Adhesive 59 

Decorators size pack. Excellent value. £339 


£1 Off John Wiiman PO roll 
Coloroll Wallpapers 59 

Available in a choice of 8 patterns. £439 per roll. 


/mm/m 


TEXAS TOM 
GUARANTEES EVERY 
SINGLE PRICE » 

fi DAYS ONLY 

Easter offers must end 8pm 13th April 

TODAY, GOOD FRIDAY AND O.. 0 
SATURDAY OPEN TILL CJPM 

EASTER* £J m| 

SUNDAY rl7AM~OPM 

EASTER MONDAY Q w 
& TUESDAY OPEN TUlOPM 


n OvEN, Gas Hob 
& Hood Set 

dated Brawn wWite 
TEKA appliances. When 

Velstka Chevron V/a Bowl r*|QQ nft 
Workcbvtre Sinktop £. Uw/59 

Complete wtfi morobioc mixer tap. Whiter Beige or Mecca 

Homark Standard JEVtA n 

Waste Disposal Unit * £jnr.99 

Model No. WDU-10. Excellent value. 


Mar BEL LA 

Garden Relaxer 

Complete with cushion. 


Makbella 
Garden Lounger 

Complete with cushion. 


£24.99 


£29.99 




5 <v: 




___ . 

J %ii- : 










Comprises bath, basin, pedestal wx. & c 
cstem. side panel, tail* seat. goW-plased 
taps & bath grip, masts & overflows. Bidet, barfrstxwa^ 
merer & rah aid panel rUustnted avaUile extra. 




dwwoupted 
d basin&bsSh 




EASTER* 

SUNDAY 


EASTER MONDAY 
& TUESDAY OPEN TUI 


DOORS 


CERAMIC TILES 


PRICE 


Texas Versiua 
Ceramic Wail Tub 

20x15cm. Beige. . 
Champagne or Grey. 
Plain pack of 10. £439 



Wooden 
Picnic Table 

With integral bench 
seats. Great value. 

£29.99 


COMPLETE SHELL SUITE 

Champagne, Misty Peach, 

Mislv Cirev or White. 

When Purchased Separately I 
£749.09. £>99-.o9 I 

SUITE PRICE 1 


BUY NOW, 
PAY NOTHING 
TILL JULY, THEN 
9 MONTHS INTEREST 
FREE CREDIT 

5pend £250 or. more on furniture 
ranges (excluding kitchens and 

t araen furniture) or a complete 
athroom suite now and you’ll 
qualify for this fabulous double 
offer. Pay absolutely nothing until 
i July... NO DEPOSIT, NO INTEREST 
& NO PAYMENTS. Then, from 7th 
| July 1993, spread the cost'of your 
I purchase over a full nine month 
period, absolutely Interest free. 

SEE HOWLRTIE YOUR PAYMENTS FOR 
7HS Smi MHROOMSim COULD BE 

CASH PRICE.£299-89 

DEPOSIT.-.—.NIL 

9 EQUAL MTHLY PAYMENT5£3332 

(from 7th July, 1993] 

INTEREST.1.-.NIL 

YOU PAY...£299.89 

Wnt^nquMoreaniapBL Ssfortbtatond 
xqH ot UmBfcroti taste. Mkfcr<kiAh9ae 


^mwmv 


UNDER £25 



Trade Pack Cristal Opal _£?Q 
White Ceramic Wall Tiles £”59 
6’ square. Pack, of 43 perfect quality tiles. £1439 

COLOURMATCH DtANA 

15cm sq. Ceramic Wall Tjles CZ59 

Peach or Pink. Plain pack aUtfDecor/Fneze pack of 6. 

Special Purchase 15 x 20cm GasttLjP , «T> 
’Cathh®*? CatAMic WauTrb £Z59 
Champapir, Cray or Ptadi. Pta of 10 plain or 6 deenftieze tiles. 


1 


Lever Latch 
Door Handles 

SoM Bra*.Vkmrian (V2BIQL 
Cewshn (G201Q i Sanded 
tvmj) desfes. £&99 pair. 
Iasto 

£2X4X99 


QUA1TR0 PATIO SET 

White 75cm square table, 4 low back 
stacking all 
weather chairs. 


£11 Off Classque COH 

Interior Door Zm^O.99 

2panA.qthgi)raltfytemCTilding.78*<3tl*or78*x27*. 09^9 

SAPHE VfflEBt 

Internal Door Zm I JL .99 

78* x 27* or 78* x 30*. £*639 £1439 

£20 Off White Aluminium XMOO 
Glazed Back Door CI2.359 

Frame available extra. Great value. EM939 

Aluminium 5' Double .dQCI 
Glazed Patio Doors E■ */*/59 
Brcrwi or White finish. Frame avail, extra. To fit 5' approx aperture. 







GARDENING 







r> - ~jr : * 




Unibond Cbamk 
Tile rx& Grout 

Waterproof. All-Purpose 
Large size tub. £939 
Easts 

Srt7.99 



. 1 m 


Omkaiad here wiAofjioial seat a»hi«s;lalife 
cJorfi. pfaatnufc, parasol & toe. J avafeWe'gtfra 




Dulw 




Dulux & Crown 

£2 or £4 

Cash Back 

£2 or £4 per can CASH 
BACK on many 23 and 
5 litre cans of Dulux & 
Crown Paint. Look out 
for the special, labels on 
qualifying cans! 


rwwm:M:s a 





Texas/Gabdenstoh 

Growing Bag 

When you spend £5 
or more on plants. 
Garden Stores Only. 
(Current Price 99pl 
1 Growing BjsPferQsnm 

Eastk Special Ora 

OUNTY 6‘ X 6‘ IMA 

Fence Panel £ IU59 

R*f treated agurctweatei omdUore. (GaKknCcrtesofy^ 


£2 Off 50 LiTRE Capacity JCAA 
Boxer Wheelbarrow Zm ■t‘59 

Heavy duty frame with galvanised pan. £1839 


i*.» R 9 3 -I?rg3 


Olympic Urn 

IQoutaCMlMUr McefUW 
With every 80 litres of 
Texas or Gardenstore 
Multi-Purpose ComposL 

Easih Special Ower 


£1 Off Digging f*( 

Spade Or Fork C. 

Gardenstore or Garden Ace brand £4^39 


£9.99 


5 Litres Square Deal rr 

Trade Matt Emulsion ZmO 59 

Brilliant White. Excellent value. 


2-5 Litres Square Deal . 

Gloss Or Undercoat CO J99 

Ck)» in Liquid or Non-Drip firashes. Pure Brilliant White. £39 


5 Litres Dulux CW 

'Soft White' Emulsion £ I 149 

Vinyl Matt, Silk or Soft Sheen finishes. 


£6s9 


50sq.m. PACK OF FISONS 

EVERGREEN EXTRA 

lawn fertiliser with Weed & Moss-Killer. 
Contains MCPA Ferrous Sulphate. 
(Current Texas/Gardenstore Price £4.99) 

with any lawnmower 
purchased 






Ch ji'.-v ;.-_r ?\.i> 

Mn-'C eicwr ;i 

T.t'dei? -ot.... 


BERGREEN 



rr- tr-'v - 
h '. ri i| ;i .11 j^v, 
I:i iijr I'.Cirrs or nii;s'. 


PRICE* 


Texas 3 Tread 

Stepladder 

Safe and surdy in . 
alwpiruum. Excellent' 
value. £2W9 


2 Sachet Packet 

Of IC1 Pathoear JLJL39 

Contains Diquat, Amitrofp, 5imazine & Paraquat. £339 


Half Price 

Bypass Secateurs Za*j59 

Garden Aoe brand. f^39T 


£ 2 « 


FURNITURE 


£6 Off texasi r-ir 

4 Tread SiffUoDER C Id 

Lightweight aluminium construction. £2439 


WOODCARE 


E250 Off 




4 LjtrbTexas ro 

Traditional Creosote ^25 

Golden Brown or Nut Brown. Excellent value. 



/ E Mount field * GiUAL C AST 

>BLflCKc DECKER * Fiymo 


£2 Off IOLitrb Texas pO 
Shed & Fence Treatment £059 

Dark Brawn, Golden Brown or Red Cedar. £1439. 


TK-, ' 'v v . ^ 

f 



» Piece 
Cane Suite 

Whei Anduwd Sepaariy 
£379.97. SET PRICT 
OS93S. £169.95 

. £F£I29.95 

Mahogany Signed Care tea and 
amchaits with frond cushucu. 




wnm 



mm * 


•rTStvTiO.:; 


CRISP & BRIGHT 
EMULSION 



SHELVING 


10 LITRES 

Vinyl Matt & Vinyl Silk 
Finishes. Pure Brilliant 
White. £39r49. £4-9^ 

EASTER 
SPECIAL PRICE 





Soud Pine 
Corner Shelf , 

Antique style finish. 
200mm. Complete 
with brackets. £439 




First Albtt 
Smoke Detector 

Model No. FG888D. 
Excd lent value ai . 
this low price. £939 
Exstbi 

te“£J.49 




to >■' 


Nnra 


2tv 




! Marrij 


£2 


TORAGE 


Dulux 




Home-E-Quip Utility 
4 Shelf STea Unit £1139 

For garage, store or workroom. Excellent value. 


ji®**w.yr- • vre- >&;, ■ 


m/cE 





390mm LENGTH. £2^9 


Solid Pine 
Shelf Kits 

-j^yAnrique Tintfi. With bradetL 
LENGTH. £639 
Easts £’*1 

I srxJ.49 

1185mm LENGTH. £839 


'PRICE) 


Pirate's Chest 

■Aftkamge diest with lid 
in Blue. Qeen or Red. £899 


nSLiSSF^ N0TH!NC UNTIL JULY, & 
™A FULL 9 MONTHS FRE CRHMT 

ig wid |Ug 05 0 w mow on any pvduwoi hxnituw a Tens 
(KftdMromdCa/defl furniture adudnli. 10 quaUft for our 
greot Interest Free Cnda aSw. b«e Bathroom panel far daafel 


Buffalo j 

Utility Knife J 

Four position. SPECIAL PURCHASE 


u-: .; 






ruitcnm 


P*i, h, wsy home «***. 
saga nay ncX carry i fufl ra^a ml ontafag 



With I metre ot cable. 
Complete with plug. 
Great £839 

1 Way Light Switch £2.49 

Model No. A4070. Fantastic value. £A39 


£1 ^0 Off Unibond 

Au-Purposf Sealants .99 

Blown, hrory. White or ttanstucere. &U49 eac h. 

E2 Off 1 Kg Pot you. Au- 

Purpose Ready-Mixed Rust .99 

Brown, Ivory, White or Trans lucent. £439 each. 

1 Utre Polyclhjs JCO 

Brush Cleaner Z«4fe A 9 

Removes all traces of oil and water based paints. 

£5 Off 5 Litres JCO 

Thompsons Waterseal tj.99 

Transparenr, waterproofing sealer. £T4.99,£l*99 


F£3.99 S£4.49 

POWER TOOLS 

Off Black & Decker £00 
>175 Orbital Sander £ fejS5 


£5 Off Black & Decker £<1{) 

8D175 Orbital Sander XmAo 3/55 

Single speed, l/ ^rd sheet. Excellent value. 0439 

£6 Off Black & Decker XTOO 

BD561 V«" Hammer Drill fc4!/55 

Single speed. Fantastic value. £3frjW 

£6 Off Black & Decker rOH _ 
BD531 Jigsaw £Z-/55 

Single spe ed. Fantastic value. £4539 

Bosch Power Tool Twinpack 

PSS23 Sander 4 PHG5S0 Hot Ait Gun fcJjJJ 
Paint Stripper. When Purchased Sepantefe D53S. £T5 Off 


THE * v? 

Di ^n' 


l^t-. ■ 


3 : ! 


l “'tss 


£29^5 


£591 


« a rr- & HOMECARE A .iMiiaw. 

WE ALWAYS GO ONE BETTER 

OPEN TODAY TILL 8PM • FRIDAY TILL 8rm> SATURDAY Till Rpm 
SUNDAY* TILL 6PM - MONDAY T1LL8pm 

❖LOWEST PRICE GUARANTEE 1 TELEPHONE- obi ?nn 020 D 

IfymfiridttesanKgi^YOMVepuidased^Te^ 4; w‘ , 2l/uU2W 

on »le cheaper elsewhere, we'll refund (he drfference. it w Hornet^ Supeistore, 

a£ uetors travelling long di^ances.- 
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HOME NEWS 7 


Public disquiet and judges’ protests force ministers to amend guidelines on fines and custody 

new justice act 


By Frances Gibb, 

MINISTERS are investieat- 
whether sections of the 
Criminal Justice Act relating 
u> sentencing powers and 
fining people according to 
their income can be altered 

without parliamentary leg¬ 
islation. 

Public anxiety about 
in which defendants of moder¬ 
ate means have been fined 
excessive sums has fuelled 
demands from Conservative 
backbenchers for the act to be 
reformed less than six months 
after coming into operation. 

The latest case, in which an 
unemployed lifeguard from 
South Wales was fined £1.200 
for dropping litter, has high¬ 
lighted the need to amend the 
means-related fines system 
under which people are 
penalised according to their 
disposable income. 

An enquiry into the opera¬ 
tion of the act has been 
ordered by Kenneth Clarke, 
the home secretary, in die 
wake of resignations by magis¬ 
trates and an unprecedented 
attack horn the Lord Chief 
Justice, Lord Taylor of 
Gosforth. two weeks ago. 

The swift action by the 
home secretary is a dear sign 
that he recognises the poten¬ 
tial political damage that con¬ 
tinuing controversy over its 
operation can cause to him 
and to the Conservative 
government 

Mr Clarke has asked offici¬ 
als to come up with proposals 
as a matter of urgency for ways 
to change die two most trou¬ 
bled sections of the act the 
means-related fines scheme 
and section 29. which restricts 
courts’ ability to take into 
account offenders’ previous 
convictions. 

A Home Office spokesman 
said: “He [Mr Clarke] wants 
officials to come up with 
proposals with a view to draff 
ing amendments.” Proposals 
for reforming the act would 


and Richard Ford 

probably be tabled within two 
months. 

Lord Taylor said last month 
that the act was “forcing 
judges inu> an iU-fitting srail- 
jacket". It was founded on a 
“misconceived notion” that 
fettered judges' discretion. 
Sentences should take account 
of public opinion and aim to 
leave all concerned feeling 
that justice had been done. If 
not. Lord Taylor said, ag¬ 
grieved parties might take the 
law into their own hands. 

There is widespread disqui¬ 
et among Conservative back- 
benchers at the hostile 
' reaction to a piece of legisla¬ 
tion which, under the previous 
home secretary, had been 
hailed as a centrepieoe of 
government criminal justice 
policy. 

In six months, the act has 
become an acute embarrass¬ 
ment; its emphasis on non¬ 
custodial penalties, with 
custody kept only for the roost 
serious crimes, dashes with 
public demands for tougher 
action on crime: 

Lord Taylor said that courts 
must be given the teeth to cope 
with excesses in crime and not 
be emasculated by a sentenc¬ 
ing regime more suited to 
“gentler times”. 

The 29.000 member Mag¬ 
istrates* Association recently 
sent a delegation to Lord 
Taylor to outline its own 
concerns, which have resulted 
in some two dozen resigna¬ 
tions across the country. The 
association wfll meet Mr 
Clarice soon. Magistrates from 
the South West have also had 
talks with Midi ad Jack, a 
junior Home Office minister. 

The chief concern of JPs is 
that the means-related fines 
scheme, as implemented, is 
resulting in excessive fines on 
those or moderate means (up 
to £3.000 for road traffic 
offence^ and in paltry and 
derisory fines for the poor. 


New QCs named 

By Richard Ford, home correspondent 


A LAWYER whose parents 
arrived in England without 
a penny and settled in the 
East End of London is one 
of 70 Queen's Counsel an¬ 
nounced today. 

Kuldip Singh is the only 
barrister from the ethnic 
minority community in the 
annual fist of QCs pub¬ 
lished fay the Lord Chancel¬ 
lor's department 

He said: “This shows that 
with hard work, being in 
the right place at the right 
time and a bit of hade 
people from an ethnic mi¬ 
nority background can 
make it in England.” 

Mr Singh. 38. who 
specialises in commercial 
litigation and media law. 


was educated at Stepney 
Green comprehensive and 
attended the Council for 
Legal Education. 

This year there were 471 
applications to take silk. 
The 70 appointments com¬ 
prise six women (16.2 per 
cent of female applications) 
and 64 men (14.7 per cent 
of male applications). Last 
year, one member of the 
ethnic minority community 
was appointed from 14 
applicants. 

Lord Goodman and Dr 
Peter North, who headed a 
review of mad traffic laws, 
are - among seven people 
made honorary QCs. 

Fun list page 22 


Marriage: is it dead? 

_ - — mni 


DR JULIAN HAFNER. the 
psychiatrist and author of the 
controversial new boob The 
End of Marriage: Why Mo¬ 
nogamy fsn’f Working- will 
S a debate against ma¬ 
nage. supported by Laune 
Taylor, professor of sociology 

at R^i l jSlaN^ bet S er 

Bel Mooney, the nowtist and 
broadcaster, wfll challenge Dr 
view of marriage^ as 

a damaging and outmoded 


institution which does more 
harm than good. 

The debate takes place on 
April 21 at 730pm at the 
Institute of Education, 20 
Bedford Way. London WCI. 

Times readers can obtain 
tickets (£20. concessions £5) 
either by completing die cou¬ 
pon, railing at Diflans the 
bookshop. 82 Gower Street 
London WClE 6EQ. tele¬ 
phoning 071-915 6613, or 
raxing 071-580 7680. 


DILLONS DEBATE 

. invitation® at £10 eachi (students an 

Debate- to be held on April,21 


...POSTCODE--- 

main PWM “ Dillons the Bookston 

ggfffiSg® 

Expiry date. f - 

... Signature-— 

ponand-mi^t^T^/Dmons 

-- 

;£USE ONLY 

Date sent- 

....__— - - 1 
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Barry Dowding: 56. served 15 years at 
Stourbridge. West Midlands. Resigned over 
unit fines, not being able to assess previous 
convictions and act’s view of probation 




Martin Hobson: 53. resigned in January 
after 11 years on Kidderminster bench over 
difficulty in combining bench commitments 
and shift work; new act was final straw 




Ray Pittaway: 57, resigned from the 
Kidderminster bench in November, because 
he believed that the act did not make sense 
and that the unit fine system was unjust 


Bernard Widdowson: 57. served for 23 years 
on Carlisle bench. Resigned last September 
before the act came into force because of the 
way it would treat victims of crime 




Stanley Rubin: 64. on bench for 32 years at 
Merseyside and Bury. Resigned in February 
over foies system, inability to consider past 
record and the curbs on custodial sentencing 


Bernard Howcrofc 61, served for 12 years at Arm Peac 55. on die Sheffield bench for 17 
Bury before resigning last September the day years. Resigned in November largely over the 
before the act came into force because it limitations on sentencing young offenders, 
seemed biased in favour of criminals which failed to protect the public 


Barry Collins: 67. 16 years a magistrate in 
Epaam. resigned last month over loss of local 
justice, the effect of unit fines and not being 
able to consider previous convictions 


TArV mjAcfi s 
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Pangboume sets up 
enquiry after suicide 
by bullied student 


PANGBOURNE College is to 
hold ah independent enquiry 
into allegations of bullying at 
the private school after the 
suidoe of a 16-year-old pupil 
Berkshire County Council an¬ 
nounced yesterday. 

Dr Roger Morgan, deputy 
director of neighbouring Ox¬ 
fordshire social services, wifi 
begin his enquiry on April 19 
at the request of Anthony 
Hudson, headmaster of the 
£10,000-a-year school, and 
Berkshire council. He will 
interview staff and pupils and 
consider “relevant school poli¬ 
cies and practices”. 

Mark Madagan, of Cam¬ 
ber] ey. Surrey, banged himself 
the day before he was due to 
return to Pangboume for the 
spring term. An inquest was 
told how Mark had been 
bullied at the college and it 
prompted his parents to call 
for an independent enquiry. 
The coroner recorded a verdict 
of suicide, but was unable to 
find any reason why Mark 
took his own life. 

Major Bob Madagan, 55. 
who retired from the Royal 
Army Ordnance Corps in 
November last year, and Pat 
Madagan. 47. were asked by 
Mr Hudson whether they 
wanted an enquiry into the 
death of their son or just into 
the level of alleged bullying in 
the school. Mrs Madagan 


Bv, James Landale 

said: “We are very pleased at 
this news and feel that having 
a. fully independent enquiry is 
the only way to find out what is 

S on at Pangboume. We 
it can only be good for 
the school” 

. David Kiggdl, Pang- 
bourne's bursar, welcomed 
the enquiry and emphasised 
that it would investigate cur¬ 
rent allegations of bullying at 
the school “It is not an 
investigation into 'was Mark 
Madagan bullied to death?*.” 
He denied there was mare 
bullying at Pangboume than 
at any other similar school, but 
said that it was “human 
nature for there to be a 
peeking order in any institu¬ 
tion like this. 

“We are very aware that 
there can be a bullying prob¬ 
lem in any school and that is 
why the headmaster is work¬ 
ing very hard to ensure that 
there is none." 

Another parent. Patti 
Sherratt, daimed in a letter to 
The Daily Telegraph last Feb¬ 
ruary that bullying at 
Pangboume was “endemic 
within the school generally, in 
every house and at every 
level". Her son Ben, 17, who 
has since left the school told 
her that Mark was tormented 
by pupils because he did not 
shine at sport 
Berkshire social services. 


after carrying out a routine 
inspection under die Children 
Act last summer, reported that 
“a very dear message had 
been received from the head¬ 
master that bullying would 
not be tolerated". 

Inspectors found that “that 
although the older boys car¬ 
ried a good deal of responsi¬ 
bility ... dearly they did not 
abuse their powers". 

Melanie Penders, assistant 
director of Kidscape. a charity 
that holds workshops for pu¬ 
pils. parents and teachers on 
how to prevent bullying, wel¬ 
comed the enquiry. “We are 
very happy it is going ahead, 
both to calm people’s fears and 
to get to the bottom, of the 
ethos of the school.” 

She said parents of, other 
pupils at the school had con¬ 
tacted the charity forjielp and 
information. “Every com¬ 
plaint should be taken serious¬ 
ly," she said. “We cannot 
afford to dismiss anything.” - 

The school, which was origi¬ 
nally founded for the sons of 
naval officers and run with the 
stria discipline of ship life, has 
given its 450 pupils the oppor¬ 
tunity to fill in an anonymous 
questionnaire on bullying. A 
seminar for teachers will also 
be held “to heighten their 
awareness of the problem". 

Patten's review, page 2 



Amber gambler a thrush building its nest on traffic lights at a roundabout in 
Barnsley. South Yorkshire, can expect constant interruptions from the ever- 
changing lights and inquisitive motorists as it tries to rear a brood 
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Make turkey the 
seasonal treat 


By Ian Murray 


TURKEY has become a 
meal for all holiday seasons 
and is currently available at 
a price to fit afl pockets- 

At the top of the range, 
specialist poulterers sell 
free-range, hand-plucked 
birds for between £2 and 
£2-25 a lb- They should 
have been hung for a week 
before going into the shop 
to make sure their white 
meat is rich and tasty. 
Standard fresh birds are 
selling for 79p a lb, while 
some supermarkets are of¬ 
fering frozen specials for as 
little as 43p a lb. 

For those with sjnaDer 
families, fresh chickens up 
to 71b in weight cost about 
El a lb. For a springtime 
Savour, stuff with fennel 
cderiac and shallots and 
glaze after roasting with 
sugar and lemon juice plus 
a garnish of fennel leaves.. 

Alternatively, pork re¬ 
mains excellent value at the 
moment, with Waitrose of- 
fering boneless leg joints at 
£ 1.79 alb, a 50p saving. For 
those within reach of 
Hanods food halls, spring 
lamb seasoned with proven- 
cal herbs is on special offer 
at £3.60 alb. down 30p for 
the Easter weekend. 

For an egg with a differ¬ 
ence, this Easter, Hanods 
have slashed the price of 
Beluga caviar. A 50 gram 
jar, normally selling forE75, 
costs £60 until Monday. 
The 250g jar is down from 
£350 to £290. 

Gales off the southwest 
coast mean that fish is in 
short supply and more ex¬ 
pensive than usual for the 
time of year, although hali¬ 
but (£6.50 a lb) and Dover 


sole (£5.50 a lb) are in good 
condition and make a holi¬ 
day treat Small hake (El .80 
a lb), delirious baked whole 
with a strong sauce, are the 
best seafood buy. 

Golden Delirious apples, 
at 3Op alb. are recommend¬ 
ed as foe best fruit. Diced 
with chunks of cooked 
chicken, dropped walnuts, 
shredded red cabbage and 
lettuce, coated in a messing 
of honey, orange and lemon- 
juice and oQ, they contribute 
to an unusual salad. 

Lettuce is foe best salad 
buy and icebergs can be 
used in a soumfc chop, 
lightly cook and then fold 
into your favourite souffle 
mixture just before putting 
it into foe oven. 

Best supermarket offers: 
Afida: Size 3 eggs. 18 for El .69; 
frying steak. £2.89 a lb: 6 
boneless chicken breasts, £6.59 
a padc yellow melons, £1.49 
each. 

Sainsbmy: fresh whole salmon. 
£1.98 a lb: 340g frozen breaded 
scampi £1.99; gammon joints. 
EI.49 a Dx broccoli 75p a Sx 
SOOg cheese selection pack, 
£3.25. 

Gateway lOoz pack fresh 
chicken cordon bleu. £1.75: 
spare rib pork drops. £1.19 a Rx 
black grapes. 79p a lb; 227g 
fresh strawberries. 89p. 

Tesca- beef topside. E2.24 a lb; 
cod BUet, El .99 a ftx courgettes. 
99p a ttK seedless grapes, £1.09 
alb. 

'Waitrose whole legs of New 
Zealand lamb. £1.99 a lb; frozen 
lobster. E4.95 to £5.95 a lb; 
smoked salmon. £Hd>0 a Ox 
pineapple. 75p each. 

Safeway: special reserve Ched¬ 
dar. £2.69 a lb; boneless roast¬ 
ing pork. El-24 a lb; Granny 
Smiths apples. 29p a lb; carrots, 
25p a lb. 


Long weekenders 
head for the road 


By Peter Victor 


BRITAIN'S roads will be 
busier tinsweekend than at 
any other time of the year. 
AA Roadwatch predicts. 

The AA expects the main 
trouble spots wiD be: 

□ The A23 in Sussex be- 
.tween Pease Pottage and 
Bolney. Southbound traffic 
on the M23 is likely to be 
affected. 

□ The Ml between junc¬ 
tions 33 (Catdiffe) and 32 
(Ihurcroft) tomorrow and 
on Saturday with specta¬ 
tors heading for practice 
sessions of the European 
Grand Prix at Donington 
Park near Derby. Up to 
60,000 supporters are ele¬ 
cted on Sunday. 

The M4 at junction 20, 

the. Almondsbuzy inter¬ 
change, where it meets the 
M5. Delays are expected on 
the M4 Severn Bridge 
westbound, and between 
junctions 24 (Christ¬ 
church) and 26 (Malpas), 
and westbound near junc¬ 
tion 42. 

□ The M5 at junctions 6 
and 7 near Worcester. 

□ The M20 between junc¬ 
tions 5 and 8 near Maid¬ 
stone. 

□ The M25 between junc¬ 
tion J 5 (M4) and junction 
16 (M40). 

More detailed informa¬ 
tion is on the AA 
Roadwatch 24-hour phone 
lute: 0336 401 737. 

The number of Easter 
holidaymakers is expected 
to exceed 230,000 — 2 per 
cent up on fast year — 
according to Richard 


Bowden Doyle, marketing 
director at Lunn Poly. 
Easter breaks: 

Lunn Poty {0926 452245) is 
offering late breaks to the 
following destinations: 
Malta for 14 nights, self- 
catering, leaving today 
from Gatwick. airport — 
£209; Tunisia for 14 nights. 
' self-catering, leaving to¬ 
morrow from Manchester 
airport —£199. 

Sally Femes (0843 
595566) has some space on 
its Ramsgate to Dunkirk 
service. A car and up to four 
adults can travel from £92. 

Sally Holidays (0732 
780499) is offering one- 
night breaks in Belgium or 
France for £85 a person. 
The price includes bed and 
breakfast Extra nights are 
available at £28. 

Travel 4 is offering a 
range of flights to Ameri¬ 
can destinations including 
Los Angeles. E285 return; 
Oriando, £264; and New 
Yoik, £242. 

Crystal Premier Cities 
(081 390 9900) offers 
three-night Easter pack¬ 
ages from £223 each to 
Paris, Amsterdam. Rome 
and Barcelona, flying from 
Heathrow tomorrow. 

Mean France and Italy 
(0730261 92 6) is offering a 
week in a vSQa sleeping ten 
in the Dordogne for £569 a 
property. The package in¬ 
cludes return ferry 
crossings for a car and five 
adults. 

AA Roadwatch, page 24 


Tower Bridge doses 
for summer repairs 

By Tim Jones, transport correspondent 


TOWER Bridge, one of the 
main Thames crossings to the 
City, will be dosed to traffic for 
force months from the middle 
of June at the height of the 
tourist season. 

Although businessses on the 
south of the river, who depend 
heavily on the bridge for their 
trade, expressed relief yester¬ 
day that months of uncertainty 
had been resolved, they criti¬ 
cised the Corporation- of 
London for tailing to tell them 
of the development. 

Joel Kissm, who manages 
Sir Terence Conran's three 
restaurants at Butter’s Wharf, 
said: "The whole saga has 

been a disgrace. The least they 

could have done was to (ell us 
foe date rather than leaving 
foot task to The Times. I have 
been frying to get a date from 
them for weeks." 

Mr Kissin said that to 
ensure City customers would 
not suffer, his company would 
he running a launch during 
the closure to ferry them across 
foe over. The Riverbus has 
also agreed to stop at the 
wharf. 

The decision to dose the 99 - 


year-old bridge was tala 
after a chance discovery di 
fog the £5 million refurbis 
roent of a system of gtrcte 
that showed signs of extensr 
corrosion. 

Sir Francis McWilliams, tl 
Lord Mayor of London. In 
conceded that foe closure w 
cause widespread disruptic 
and inconvenience for tf 
40.000 motorists who use 
da ily. “ Tower Bridge is 
masterpiece of engmeerin 
but after 99 years of rdentks 
hammering it is notsurprian 
to find it suffering slightly.” fr 
said. 

“|The bridge was so we 
built that even the most exier 
five corrosion presents n 
immediate danger. But be 
cause of its importance to th 
road network, and to Lon 
don’s heritage, it is vital tha 
we deal with this damage si 
that worse problems do no 
develop." 

During foe repairs, whid 
will cost about £250,000. thi 
corporation's three othei 
bridges, London, Soofowari 
arid Blackfriars. will be kflp 
of lervgfoy repairs. - 
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COST PER MILE OVER 3 YEARS. 

Vauxhall Carlton 2.0i GL Cat 4-dr 

50.35p 

Rover 820i 4-dr 

40.66p 

Vauxhall Cavalier 2.0i Diplomat 4-dr 

48.l0p 

Peugeot 405 STI 2.0i 

48.06p 

Volvo 940 SE 

47.63p 

VW Passat GL 16 V 

46.45p 

Toyota Carina E GTi 2.0 4-dr 

44.95p 

Audi 80 2.0E 

44.93p 

Nissan Priraera 2.0e GT Cat 4-dr 

44.56p 

BMW 318i 4-dr 

43.31p 

Ford Sapphire 2.0 GLS Cat 4-dr 

43.15p 

Mercedes-Benz 190E 1.8 

40.80p 




RETAINED VALUE AFTER 3 YEARS 

• 

Mercedes-Benz 190E 1.8 

55% 

BMW 3181 4-dr 

47% 

Audi 80 2.0E 

37% 

Toyota Carina E GTi 2.0 4-dr 

36% 

Volvo 940 SE 

36% 

Vauxhall Cavalier Z.Oi Diplomat Mr 

34% 

Nissan Primera 2.0e GT Cat 4-dr 

34% 

VW Passat GL 16V 

33% 

Peugeot 405 STI 2.0i 

31% 

Ford Sapphire 2.0 GLS Cat 4-dr 

30% 

Vauxhall Carlton 2.01 GL Cat 4*dr 

29% 

Rover 8201 4-dr 

29% 




Mercedes-Benz 

Engineered like no other car. 


to: Mercedes-Benz,Dept 1065,P.O.Box 

— “**"_ *nre inforB'«* tton ' __ 


\Vh* 1 


mniPi fuel depreciation and service costs, but not insurance. 

c„ - 

--- ~ n„nt 1065. P.O. Box 151, Union, E15 2HF or ---- - 


For ntore 


.Name:. 


_Age if under 18:. 


Address;-—---- 

Current Car Make and Model:. 


.Registration letter:-Signature:. 


post 


cod* : - 


Flt ™ — c-f - "* —— FROM MT-Hoo TO £17,300.* 


.. 
















This should 

cpme as no shock, 











Ho«r totally unsurprising. Unlike your average 

Pliers, Do K AH ones are heavily insulated with a 
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WbO, what else would you expect hnni the peop^^^ U "^ wm< 
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fram somewhere else. Now that is amazing. DOITAU 
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One year on: the ups and (mostly) downs of John Major 



• .* -y*r. |_ 

MARCH l 


The worst may be over, but 
pitfalls aplenty lie ahead 


THE Conservatives have a 
knack of running into trouble 
shortly after winning general 
elections. 

Within six months of com¬ 
ing to power in May 1979, 
interest rates had to be raised 
to a record 17 per cent After 
the ) 983 election, the govern¬ 
ment announced a squeeze on 
public spending and ran into 
arguments over the abolition 
of the Greater London Coun¬ 
cil and the metropolitan 
counties. 

Within four months of the 
1987 election, stock market 
prices tumbled and the gov¬ 
ernment was embroiled in. 
arguments about the poll tax. 

So the difficulties the Tories 
have faced since April 9. 
1992, have not been without 
precedent Nonetheless, the 
past year has been worse for 
the Tories than after their 
previous election victories. The 
latest MORT poll for The 
Times a week ago pin the 
Tories 15 : pomtebehiwt±aIy;-. 
our (32 percent to 47 percent) 
and gave John Major a per¬ 
sonal rating of minus 41 
points. The previous worst 
position a year after an elec¬ 
tion was in May 1980, when 


The Tories were five points 
behind Labour, in June 1 984, 
die parties were level-pegging 
and in June 1988. the Tories 
were 10 points ahead. Marga¬ 
ret Thatcher, while often per¬ 
sonally unpopular with voters, 
was never as far behind as Mr 
Major a year after an election. 
Her worst position was in 
June 1984, when her personal 
rating was minus 15 points. 

There are obvious reasons 
for the relatively worse perfor¬ 
mance this time: die debadeof 
the withdrawal from the ex¬ 
change-rate mechanism last 
September, the consequent 

uncertainty over economic 

policy, the dimbdown over pH 
closures, and die running 
disputes in the Commons over 
die Maastricht bilL These 
events have contributed to 
unusually strong criticsm. not ' 
just. of Mr Major. hut also qf 
Norrairt Lambst particularly ■ 
mToiy-tiWfep&peis.;. .f ' 

Morale remains -fragile.'. 
Nevertheless, the main mess¬ 
age this week from Tory 
leaders is that the comer has at 
last been turned: the recession 


is over and recovery has 
started, while the aid of die 
lengthy Commons debates on 
Maastricht is in sight That 
optimism may be premature, 
since a number of jagged 
rocks still have to be navigated 
on die Maastricht biB and the 
economy is hardly healthy yet, 
with unemployment likely to 
increase for some time. The 
local elections on May 6 are 
not expected to be good news 
for the Tories. 

Ministers can fairly claim, 
however, that changes in so¬ 
cial policy with a far more 
lasting impact than the dis¬ 
putes over Maastricht are now 
being implemented Indepen¬ 
dent hospital trusts are now 
the norm and an increasing 
number of general practitio¬ 
ners have become indepen¬ 
dent fund holders- Many 1 
more.: schools. are becoming •' 
serf-governing. The revohipe&V 

%£pob5ic services is continuing . 
and is increasingly being ag-._ 
cepted by public sector man¬ 
agers. The council tax has 
been introduced with far less 
controversy than the poll tax. 


• Tbe government faces the 
constraint, until the next elec¬ 
tion of the need to reduce a 

• high level of public sector, 
borrowing, the result both of 
the recession and the pre¬ 
election spending spree. Min¬ 
isters now regret not taking 
tougher action last autumn, 
but the political wiH was 
lacking after the shock of the 
ERM and pits crises. The 
cabinet is now steeling itself 
for a tough spending round 
this year, as weD as the 
possibility of higher taxes. 

Even if the worst is ovov the 
ride looks like being bumpy 
for some time. But most 
ministers, and not a few 
opposition MPs, believe that 
the Tories will win again in 
1996 or 1997. thanks to a 
mixture of economic recovery,., 
the bonus of the boundary , 
changes and Labour's declin¬ 
ing social base. 

Mr. Major arid his ministers - 
wUL however, have to .show: a- 
mhch surer toiich over the n«t! 
Three.br four years thin they 
- base over the past 12 months-. 1 • 

Major's initiative, page 2 
The sad wife, page 18 - 
Leading article, page il V 


Labour’s 

birthday 

broadside 

By Nicholas Wood 

POLITICAL CORRESPONDED 

LABOUR may have lost tbe 
general election a year ago, 
but it was ahead on points 
yesterday. 

The Tories appeared to be 
operating a blackout on min¬ 
isterial interviews, confining 
themselves to a four-page 
summary of the government's 
achievements. But the Oppo¬ 
sition wheeled out half the 
shadow cabinet and 20 pages 
of “broken promises” to re¬ 
mind the voters that they took 
a wrong turning last spring. 

Margaret Beckett the dep 
uty leader, led die case for the 
prosecution with a dozen ex¬ 
amples erf how the Conserva¬ 
tives’ election pledges bad 
turned to dust'They ranged 
from the broken dream of 
lower taxes 7 to: the debris of 
the seemingly endless crime 
wave. 

Mrs Beckett showed little 
meicy io the guilty men. most 
-of whom went by the name of 
Norman lampnt or John 
Major. V. ' 

Marjorie MtrWamweighed 
in to declare that the citizen’s 
charter, far from being die 
“stamp of jMajjpnsnT. was 
Thatcberismzevisited. 


Few happy partners join the 
victors’ anniversaiy waltz 


BySheuaGunn 

POLITICAL CORRESPONDENT 

THE Conservative hierarchy 
greeted die first anniversaiy of 
John Major's election victory 
with a whimper rather than a 
bang. In sharp contrast to the 
euphoria at last April's cele¬ 
brations, the tenor was dis¬ 
tinctly downbeat with the 
trumpets sounding an uncer¬ 
tain note. 

Instead of a batch of speech¬ 
es from cabinet ministers, it 
was left to David Amess to 
wield die baton. Mr Amess 
has become the party’s mascot 
since the early declaration on 
polling day that he had held 
his Basildon seat signalled 
. the. Topes’ fourth successive 
Section triumph. . 

“I was the first to celebrate 
John Major’s return to 
Downing Street and the re- 
election of a Conservative gov¬ 
ernment.'’ Mr Amess declared 
on Channel 4’s Comment 
programme. 

Under the •' questionable 
headline We Win Not bee The 
British People Dehn. Conser¬ 
vative headquarters issued the 
text of his comments- about 
tire past year, riot just for 
Britain, but for many other 
countries. 

“Ask any French shopkeep¬ 



Major by Peter Brookes: 
see page 20 

er, German IndustraHst or 
Japanese financier and iheyTl 
teD you just how difficult 
things have been." 

Mr Amess insisted that, in 
looking back over the past 
year, the British should count 
the triumphs as well as the 
traumas! 

From the ranks of govern¬ 
ment. Tony Newton, the Com¬ 
mons leader, was the only 
cabinet minister rolled out to 
issue a short statement to 
accompany a four-page Tory 
HQ document entitled A 
Year's Work. It is splattered 


with rosettes proclaiming JM 
is PM. 

“No one pretends that the 
last year has been easy.” he 
had tire grace to concede. 
“Bur, he continued, “this 
document shows that, despite 
the difficulties, a great deal has 
been achieved.” 

The document is notable for 
what it does not say. No 
mention is made of foe tur¬ 
moils over the government’s 
economic and European poli¬ 
cies; of Black Wednesday: of 
job Josses or bankrupt 
businesses. 

Mr Newton sought solace 
by implying that, u the gov¬ 
ernment had not got it right, 
nobody else would have done 
either. “No one expected re¬ 
covery to be so long delayed. 
But the government’s determ¬ 
ination to secure a framework 
for long-term prosperity is 
beginning to pay off," he 
says. 

The document’s prologue 
states that the year since April 
9; 1992. has been one of 
international turmoil and per¬ 
sistent global economic diffi¬ 
culties;’ but nonetheless 
marked by solid achievements 
across the range of the govern¬ 
ment's objectives. It goes on to 
record "a selection" of key 
achievements. 



You just can't lose. 

Buy our Electronic Water Filter and straight 
away your tap water is purer, and tasting • 
delicious. 

Then fill in this coupon and send it to us with 
your till receipt, and we’ll return a cheque to you 
for £10 - by way of a 'thank you" for taking up 
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Its revolutionary design includes: 

• Ion Exchange Technology to remove the bulk 
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machine to local tap water quality. 

• Fast operation - about one litre every minute. 


£10 SAYS 

THERE IS NO 

QUICKER 

BETTER 

WAY TO PRODUCE 

URER 
ATER 

KENWOOD ELECTRONIC 
WATER FILTER 


trW i ,. -, n -,m n anipd bv vour receipt which will be returned. Please send this coupon together w 

w rmfm 

d -'-toyoupurchase^ 



with an SAE 
ill be 




Memo 




FROM: 

TO: 

RE:- 


CHAIRMAN 

FINANCIAL, director 

management information PROBLEM 


OUR 


r a world-class downsize 

" s we 

are using? 


are using- , t-riev’re more 

That «ay local inf oration 1 need, 

accountable, and I get ™ 




UNIVERSAL OLAS ACCOUNTING AND MANAGEMENT INFORMATION SYSTEMS AVAILABLE 
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Military intervention 


UK offers fighters to Nato 
for policing no-fly zone 
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By Smeua Gunn and Martin Fletcher in Washington 


BRITAIN offered up to 12 
fighter aircraft to Nato yester¬ 
day to enforce the United 
Nations no-fly zone over Bos¬ 
nia. Six Tornado F3 fighters 
wfll be made available immed¬ 
iately. backed by mid-air 
refuelling tankers, with the 
option of a further six if 
needed. • 

The offer follows last week's 
UN Security Council resolu¬ 
tion supporting military inter¬ 
vention. However, Malcolm 
Rifldnd. the defence secretary, 
played down the prospect of 
immediate deployment of the 
aircraft insisting that it was 
up to Nato to decide bow 
many aircraft should be in¬ 
volved. 

“At present it seems likely 
that the initial deployment will 
not indude British Tornados,’* 
he said. “The UK offer rein¬ 
forces our commitment to the 
United Nations effort in sup¬ 
port of the people of Bosnia. 
We have been a major contrib¬ 
utor from the start of the UN 
operation in Bosnia." 


In Bosnia, the UN com¬ 
mander, General Philippe 
MoriUon, was leading a con¬ 
voy of armoured cars to the 
Bosnian town of Srebrenica 
last night in an attempt to 
place it under UN protection, 
in a last-ditch attempt'to save 
the Muslim enclave. 

- TheClintonadminlstratioi 
increasingly frustrated' by. 
European opposition to more 
forceful measures, is seeking- 
to stiffen still further a resolu¬ 
tion tightening sanctions, 
against Serbia that the security 
council is expected to approve 
next week. 

It is pushing for the creation 
of a maritime exclusion zone 
along the Yugoslav federa¬ 
tion's Adriatic coast, so that 
Nato warships can end all 
violations of last spring's eco¬ 
nomic embargo by civilian 
cargo vessels. It also wants a 
freeze on all overseas property 
belonging to the federation of 
Serbia and Montenegro. 

In its present form, the 
resolution would freeze Yugo¬ 


Macedonia finds 
an identity in UN 

By James Bone in new york 
and Tom Rhodes 


AFTER a delicate compro¬ 
mise in Macedonia’s bitter 
dispute with Greece, the Uni¬ 
ted Nations Security Council 
recommended yesterday that 
the former Yugoslav republic 
be admitted to the world body 
under a temporary name. 

If the general assembly ac¬ 
cepts the recommendation in 
a vote that could take place 
today, the country will become 
the UN’s 181st member and 
the question over the prove¬ 
nance of Philip of Macedon 
and Alexander the Great may 
find temporary settlement 

The dispute has been raging 
since Skopje, seceding from 
Yugoslavia, declared Macedo-' 
nia an independent state more 
than a year ago. Athens has 
consistently argued that allow¬ 
ing a neighbouring state to 



call itself Macedonia would 
imply territorial claims on the 
Greek province of the same 
name. So the country will 
provisionally be known as 
“The Former Yugoslav Re¬ 
public of Macedonia" and its 
flag win not be raised outside 
the UN headquarters. 

Under a compromise drawn 
up by Britain and other Euro¬ 
pean Community members, 
the new country’s final name 
and its ability to use disputed 
symbols on its flag and curren¬ 
cy win be resolved in talks 
between the governments In 
Athens and Skopje. Michalis 
Papaconstantinou, the Greek 
foreign minister, said the talks 
would start next week in New 
Yoik under the chairmanship 
of Cyrus Vance and Lora 
Owen, the Bosnian peace ne¬ 
gotiators, and would come to a 


conclusion within the next two 
months. 

The Greeks have been dis¬ 
appointed with their EC part 
nere, who have argued that the 
question of whether Philip 
and Alexander were Greeks or 
barbarians should hardly have 
a bearing on a small, weak 
counfry in desperate need of 
assistance. Grease, has com¬ 
plained that the Macedonian 
flag contained the 1 (^pointed 
Star of Vergina (pictured), the 
emblem of Alexander the 
Great, which Greece considers 
to be a Greek symbol found in 
fourth century BC tombs. 

Athens insists that the 
people of the former Yugoslav 
republic are not the descen¬ 
dants of the andent Macedo¬ 
nians, who were Greeks, but 
trace their ancestry to the Slav 
tribes that migrated to the 
southern Balkans in die sev¬ 
enth century AD. 

Matters have not been 
helped In past months by the 
deluge of propaganda, said to 
be unauthorised, which has 
poured out of Skopje, includ¬ 
ing maps showing Greater 
Macedonia with the present 
borders of Greece and Bulgar¬ 
ia marked in barbed wire. The 
Greek part of the maps has 
been labelled as “under the 
terror of occupation" — a 
reference to allegations of 
Greek atrocities. 

Mr Vance is expected to try 
to put his stamp on the talks 
before stepping down at the 
end of the month in favour of 
Thorvald Stolcenberg, the 
Norwegian foreign minister. 
Whether the compromise will 
end the dispute is debatable. 

The aggressive argument 
over Macedonia became so 
fractious in Greece that it has 
threatened the survival of the 
government The Macedo¬ 
nian administration has also 
come under severe pressure 
from extreme nationalists who 
have opposed any compro¬ 
mise over the country’s name. 


Run on Serbian bank 
triggers gunfights 

From Tim Judah in Belgrade 


A MAN shouted “don’t 
shoot" as the battle began, 
bit one died and four were 
seriously injured. In another 
dash, a man wielding a hand 
grenade succeeded in with¬ 
drawing his savings before he 
was arrested. Not the latest 
scenes from the Bosnian front 
lines, but this week's reports 
from branches of Dafiment 
Serbia's largest private bank. 

The casualty toll has been 
high in the past few weeks, as 
desperate Serbs rush to with¬ 
draw their money from the 
tottering bank. In an effort to 
remove crowds besieging the 
bank's branches in . central 
Belgrade, Dafiment had to 
transfer some of its business 
to a football stadium. 

Thousands queued all 
night- As the tellers dosed 
their counters, hundreds of 
angry people, mainly ekteriy. 
screamed abuse. The crushed 
and injured were evacuated 
by ambulance. 

Wealthier clients managed 
to beat the queues by hiring 
professional queue-jumpers 
who charge DMIOO (£41) to 
shove to the front of the line- 
Security guards, too, have 
been taking their cut Slavics 


Vu/isic, a bank spokeswoman, 
said the girafight at Dafiment 
headquarters was between 
former security guards, 
sacked for taking bribes, and 
their replacements. 

For more than a year, 
hundreds of thousands of 
people have lived off the high 
interest paid out fry two 
private banks. Jugoskandic 
and Dafiment. Last month 
Jugoskandic collapsed and 
last week Dafiment restricted 
cadi withdrawals. The bank is 
now believed to be on the 
verge of collapse, too. 

International sanctions and 
the civil war have almost 
destroyed the economy of the 
rump Yugoslavia. The private 
banks had been offering inter¬ 
est rates of up to 15 per cent 
on hard currency deposits. 

For the middle dass the 
interest made the difference 
between comfort and poverty. 

For pensioners, it has kept 
them from joining the grow¬ 
ing army who search dustbins 
for scraps to eat. A Dafiment 
pensioner said: “I gel a pen¬ 
sion of £4 a month bur the 
interest on my savings is 
£140. Without this I'd lave to 
steal to survive." 


slavia*s financial assets over¬ 
seas, crack down on 
violations via the Dan 
river, ban the trans-shipment 
of goods across Yugoslav tem- 
toty and dose many border 
crossing points. 

On .Tuesday, Slobodan 
Milosevic, the Serbian presi¬ 
dent, scoffed at the prospect of 
^luugber sanctions, telting a 
'. Washington Post interviewer- 
, *Yqu know very well that in 
history there are no sanctions 
..that can hold.” 

Privately, some administra¬ 
tion officials concur with Mr 
Milosevic’s assessment, al¬ 
though the sanctions are un 
doubtedly hurting Serbia. But 
any more forceful measures 
proposed fry Washington, in 
particular arming Bosnia's. 
Muslims, have been rejected 
by Britain and France. 

French Mirage 2000 fight¬ 
ers and reconnaissance planes 
arrived at two bases in north¬ 
ern Italy yesterday and the 
United States is expected, to 
contribute 20 FJ4 Tomcats to 


the operation.- The Dutch 
defence ministry also an¬ 
nounced the dispatch of the 
first four FI 6 fighters to Italy 
to prepare 7 for the operation, 
which codd begin as early as 
next week. In addition, it has. 
offered Nato 18 FI 6s. 

The British government’s 
announcement came within 
hours of Mr Rifldnd rejecting 
demands from senior Conser¬ 
vative and Liberal Democrat 
MFs. since - the siege of 
Srebrenica, for military inter¬ 
vention in Bosnia. 

Labours George FouDses 
criticised Mr Rjikind’s indica¬ 


tion that he was 


fighters for the mission but 
not expect them to be de¬ 
ployed. “I am surprised that, if 
offered,, they were not to be 
included- We have got proba¬ 
bly one of the best strike 
records of anyone anywhere, 
as exemplified fry our record in 
the Gulf. 

“It sounds to me a bit like a 
snub if British aircraft have 
been offered and are not 



included. It is a substantial 
offer and not one that should 
be takenlightiy." 

□ The Hague: The Interna¬ 
tional Court of Justice said 
yesterday that it would an¬ 
nounce its decision on Bos¬ 
nia's war crimes case against 


Serbia and its ally, Montene¬ 
gro, today. 

In hearings last week Bos¬ 
nia accused die rump Yugosla¬ 
via — Serbia and Montenegro 
— of genocide and other war 
crimes. It also asked the court 
to dedare that it has a right to 


seek military assistance from 
other states. 

Serbia said k had no part in 
the year-old war in Bosnia and 
rejected the charges against it 
as groundless. (Reuter) 


UN convoy, page I 


FRom Reuter 

IN CONSTANTA { 

SIX patrol boats, which foe i 
United States is donating to ( 
Romania and Bulgaria to 
enforce a United Nations em¬ 
bargo against Yugoslavia on 
the Danube, arrived In foe 
Black Sea port of Constanta 
yesterday. 

“Romania needed these 
boats to better monitor the 
Danube and observe, the em¬ 
bargo," Jorj Unciuleanu, com- I 
mander of Constanta, said as 
the American ship, steffe 
L#kes, carrying the boats, 
dropped anchor in the har¬ 
bour- A meri can embassy 
sources said that foe boats 1 
were similar to those used by i 
the US Coast Guard, but I 
unarmed. The Americans 
would also give technical assis¬ 
tance and help to train Roma 
man crews, they said. 

Mr Uncfleanu said the 
boats wfll sail to the Roma¬ 
nian Danube port of Giurgiu, j 
40 miles south of Bucharest £ 
□ Brussels: Hungary and” 
Slovakia agreed yesterday to 
take a Danube dam dispute to 
the International Court of 
Justice in The Hague, but 
have still to reach an interim 
accord on how to share out the ! 
water. (Reuter) 
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4-egal minefield holds up 
Bonn’s combat mission 


By Roger Boyes 


GERMANY *s a prisoner of 
paradox, as the constitutional 
angle over the deployment of 
merman aircrews in Bosnia 
has shown yet again. Germa¬ 
ny s huge economy, although 
strained, dominates Europe, 
yet the country is forbidden - 
or forbids itself ~ bm 
projecting this weight in crises 
that increasingly require the 

use or the threat of force. 

In a new and seemingly 
bizarre move, the Kohl gov¬ 
ernment has agreed to Ger¬ 
man participation in Awacs 
missions but has allowed the 
Free Democrats, the junior 
coalition partner, to question 
the decision in the constitu¬ 
tional -court This does not, 
however, presage the collapse 
of the government Rather it is 
supposed to be a sophisticated 
way out of a political tangle. 

In essence, the problem is 
this: the planes are needed if a 
no-fly zone is to be enforced 
over Bosnia; the Awacs base 
and most of the crews are 
German; the German consti¬ 
tution (drafted by the occupy¬ 
ing powers In 1949) prohibits 
the use of German combat 
troops outside the Nato area. 


M Herr Kohl feared being held hostage by 
the opposition, so he has recruited the courts 
to rescue him from military impotence 


Or does it? This is what the 
judges must decide. The court 
adjourned yesterday without 
reaching a decision, which is 
now expected today. 

There has until now been no 
need to investigate the small 
print since nobody had much 
enthusiasm for seeing Ger¬ 
man forces storming a round 
the world, even as pan of a 
United Nations peacekeeping 
contingent Bonn, in turn, 
accepted that the restraints on 
its foreign policy were histori¬ 
cally necessary and chugged 
along happily enough. 

The end of the Cold War. 
the unification of Germany 
and the Balkan war have 
changed all that Bonn is now 
under strong pressure, espe¬ 
cially from the United Slates, 
to take on more global re¬ 
sponsibility. George Bush, 
when he was president said 
Germany was a “partner in 
leadership**, and President 
Clinton spoke similarly when 
Helmut Kohl, the German 


chancellor, visited Washing¬ 
ton last month. 

Mr Clinton speaks some 
German and knows the coun¬ 
try reasonably well, but shares 
the bafflement of the Penta¬ 
gon about German reluctance 
to join multinational forces 
abroad. The Bonn decision to 
put the matter before the 
constitutional court was partly 
an answer to these complaints. 
Germany’s attempt to wriggle 
free from its status as a 
military eunuch. 

The decision is not as bi¬ 
zarre as it hist appears. Herr 
Kohl’s Christian Democrats 
believe the constitutional ban 
does not apply to international 
peacekeeping missions under 
the UN umbrella. The Free 
Democrats argue that such 
deployments require a consti¬ 
tutional amendment 

The constitution, however, 
can be changed onfy with the 
consent of the Social Demo¬ 
crat oppposition, which would 
certainly want to water down 


any overseas involvement. So. 
to avoid becoming hostages of 
the Social Democrats, part of 
the government coalition has 
put the matter in the hands of 
the constitutional judges. In a 
dasskafly German metamor¬ 
phosis, die political problem 
has been made a legal one. 

A serious problem about 
becoming embroiled abroad is 
that the Bundeswehr has nev¬ 
er been trained for out-of-area 
missions. Indeed, it is nervous 
about combat of any kind, and 
not a single German soldier 
today has combat experience. 
Equipment is also still geared 
for a defensive war against die 
defunct Warsaw Pact The 
German army is a conscript 
army and. as a direct result of 
Hitler, has been trained to 
question decisions. 

So the psychology of the 
army — and of the population 
at large, come to that— has to 
change if German forces are 
ever to become an effective 
partner in peacekeeping oper¬ 
ations. That requires more 
time and Western patience; it 
is, after all, only two and a half 
years since unification. But 
crises such as that in the 
Balkans demand speedy, con¬ 
certed action. 
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All together now: a keeper at Wagenbeck zoo in Hamburg ushers a flock of flamingos towards their open-air 
enclosure yesterday. Now that spring is here, tne birds will be on full view to the public 


Bulmers 


Needed A Flexible 


Accounting System 


Naturally They 


Chose The 


Pick Of The Crop. 
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EC admits tobacco 
cartel link of official 
who killed himself 


By Tom Walker and Angela. Mackay 


THE European Commission 
has admitted that Antonio 
Quatranx a senior Italian 
official who leapt to his death 
from a sixth-floor window last 
week, was involved in a tobac¬ 
co carteL 

After a meeting with David 
Williamson, the Commis¬ 
sion's secretary-general, the 
campaigning Labour MEP 
for Birmingham. John 
Tomlinson, has told reporters 
that Signor Quatrain, who 
ran the ECs tobacco division 
for three years until he was 
moved from the post in 1990, 
accepted kickbacks from trad¬ 
ing companies who bought 
the ECs surplus tobacco at 
knockdown prices. 

Signor Quatraro commit¬ 
ted suicide fallowing a meet¬ 
ing with a former minister in 
the Italian Christian Demo¬ 
crat cabinet last week after 
being implicated in tobacco 
fraud. The meeting took place 
in Brussels last Monday, one 
day before Signor Quatraro 
leapt to his death from a 
window in EC headquarters. 

Mr Tomiinsoa who is the 
permanent rapporteur of the 
committee on budgetary con¬ 
trol said Signor Quatraro. 
who enjqyed a life of some 
glamour in Brussels, ensured 
that the lots of tobacco being 
sold from EC intervention 
stores in Italy and Greece 
were so large that only certain 
trading companies could aff¬ 
ord to buy them. Sometimes 
as much as 80.000 tonnes of 
tobacco was sold to a cartel of 
just four trading firms. 

“Any system where produc¬ 
tion is so out of line with 


demand that it pays traders 
subsidies to reduce surpluses 
is a system in which endemic 
baud is inevitable." Mr 
Tomlinson said. 

Colleagues and friends of 
Signor Quatraro, who was 59. 
damn his suidde was linked to 
depression rather than any 
financial scandal Mr Tom¬ 
linson admitted that Signor 
Quatraro’s alleged crimes 
were on a smaller scale than 
had first been suspected. 
“There is clearly a criminal 
conspiracy in this sector but 
not of the size or scale of the 
Mafia," he said, discounting 
rumours that Signor Qual- 
raro had channelled funds to 
Cosa Nostra. 

Prima facie evidence sug¬ 
gests that Signor Quatraro 
was involved in a cartel that 
dealt in large amounts of 
surplus dark tobacco that was 
then sold to Third World 
countries and benefited from 
EC export refunds. Tobacco 
subsidies reached about 1J 
billion ecus (£1 billion) last 
year and had increased sub- 
stantiaOy under Signor Quat¬ 
raro’s stewardship. 

Mr Tomlinson said the 
Commission will prepare a 
report into the suicide and the 
circumstances surrounding it 
in the run-up to wide-ranging 
EC hearings into export fraud 
that will begin commence in 
early June. 

The M EP said Ihe problems 
in the tobacco regime provid¬ 
ed an excellent example of the 
corruption that could be nur¬ 
tured by the mechanisms 
surrounding the common ag¬ 
ricultural policy. 


Andreotti grilled by 
hero of new Italy 


From John Phillips in Rome 


GIULIO Andreotti, the for¬ 
mer Christian Democrat 
prime minister, was interro¬ 
gated for the first time yester¬ 
day by Judge Antonio Di 
Pietro, who is leading the 
Italian corruption investiga¬ 
tion, as the head of La ScaJa 
opera house was ousted on the 
ground that he had benefited* 
from political patronage. 

Signor Andreotti, who was 
prime minister sewn times, 
was questioned by the Milan 
judge in an office of a carabi¬ 
nieri paramilitary police sta¬ 
tion on the Aventine hfll. 
Signor Di Pietro wanted to 
know more about the alleged 
links of the veteran politician 
to bribery involving his prot£- 
gfc Giuseppe Ciarrapico, 
jailed president of Roma soc¬ 
cer dub. who made a fortune 
selling mineral water.) 

Signor Andreotti told re¬ 
porters before the hearing: 
“Evidently they want to listen 
to what I have to say" The 
judge began his questioning 
soon afterwards, marking the 
first confrontation between the 
two men who personify the old 
and the new in Italy. 

Earlier. Signor Di Pietro 
and his colleague from the 
Clean Hands enquiry. Judge 
Gheraido Colombo, travelled 
from MDan to the Regina 
Coeli jail in Rome to question 
Signor Ciarrapico, the “king 
of bubbles”, in his cell. A 
Social Democrat party official 
who has turned state's evi¬ 
dence claims that Signor 



Di Pietro: looking for 
ties with bribery 


Ciarrapico handed a bribe of 
250 million lire (£120,000) to 
the Social Democrats at the 
request of Signor Andreotti. 

Signor Andreotti was fur¬ 
ther isolated in his party 
yesterdy after a parliamentary - 
committee declared that Salvo 
Lima, his right-hand man in 
Sicily, was a Mafia go^se- 
iween. “Lima’s links with the 
Cosa Nostra were certain and 
he was the leader in Sicily of 
the Christian Democrat fac¬ 
tion headed by Andreotti." 
said the committee resolution. 
O Rome Renato Curcio. 51, 
founder of the once notorious 
Red Brigades guerrillas, 
whose members kidnapped 
and murdered the former 
Italian prime minister, Aldo 
More, yesterday got his first 
taste of freedom after 17 years 
in prison on a daily work- 
release programme. (Reuler). 
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Tomsk blast revives 


DISASTERS WAITING TO HAPPEN: NUCLEAR SITES IN THE FORMER SOVIET UNION 


Chernobyl spectre 
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Russia 
asked to 


Russian environmentalists were quick to challenge the official 
claim that the Siberian nuclear leak was not dangerous 






join US 


in space 




From Michael Binyon in Moscow 


CIVIL defence units in a 
neighbouring Siberian indus¬ 
trial centre were put on alert 
yesterday and an investigation 
was ordered into an explosion 
at a chemical plant in Tomsk, 
which spread radioactive con¬ 
tamination along a two-mile 
stretch of road outside the city. 

Officials at the Tomsk-7 
nudear reprocessing plant de¬ 
nied die danger was com¬ 
parable to the Chernobyl 
accident. A dean-up of the 
radiation that leaked from a 
uranium-filled tank at noon 
on Tuesday had begun. 

The accident caused alarm 
in a country that is particularly 
sensitive to the dangers of 
nudear energy. Civil defence 
units were put on full alert 
briefly in Kemerovo, 100 
miles from Tomsk, and in 
Novosibirsk, 125 miles to the 
southeast, radiation monitor¬ 
ing was increased 

They said that no rise in 
radioactivity was recorded, but 
air defence units detected a 
radioactive doud moving 
away from populated areas 
through Siberia at a height of 
about two miles in the direc¬ 
tion of the Yenisey river. 

The nuclear energy ministry 
in Moscow admitted that die 
accident was the most serious 
since Chernobyl, categorising 
it as a “serious incident on the 
third level" of an international 
scale. However, the ministiy 
said it produced only minor 
contamination and no one 
suffered dangerous exposure 


to radiation. “I will not call it a 
catastrophe, because I know it 
is not a catastrophe," Georgi 
Kaurov, the nudear energy 
ministry spokesman, told a 
news conference in Moscow. 

The plant is at a formerly 
■ secret installation about ten 
miles outride To msk. Because 
of its strategic significance, the 
city was dosed to all foreigners 
until only a few months ago, 
and none is thought to be 
living there. 

But Svyatoslav Zaberin, 
head of the Social and Eco¬ 
nomic Unit ecological group, 
told Reuter television that the 
leak would render the area 
uninhabitable. He said: "The 
pollution and contamination 
of rivers will make it medically 
impossible to live in the area." 

Asked about official esti¬ 
mates of the damaged area, 
Mr Zaberin laughed and re¬ 
ferred to the ) 986 Chernobyl 
accident. “Russia should learn 
from the experience of 
Chernobyl," he said. 

“At the time they pinpointed 
contaminated areas only in 
Ukraine and Belorusria. Now 
we know it really affected 15 
regions in Russia and some 
areas in Europe.” 

The Moscow branch of the 
international environmental 
body Greenpeace called on die 
nudear energy ministiy to 
dose down nudear reprocess¬ 
ing facilities at Tomsk-7, Che¬ 
lyabinsk in the Urals and 
Krasnoyarsk in Siberia. 

It said the government was 


using the plants to separate 

S him for nuclear war- 
Bul a spokesman for 
the nudear energy ministiy 
said no plutonium had been 
' processed at Tomsk for at least 
• a year. 

Prdimlnaiy reports said one 
of the iSuts at the plant blew 
up in the penultimate stage of 
reprocessing nudear waste. 
An explosion of gases in a steel 
tonic blew off the reinforced 
concrete lid, which went 
through the roof of the build¬ 
ing, damagin g wiring and 
causing a fire. Radioac ti vity 
was released through a venti¬ 
lation, pipe. 

Nobody was in the building, 
though one worker got a 
radiation dose considered per¬ 
missible for personnel of such 
plants. Military firemen who 
extinguished the blaze are 
undergoing medical checks. 
Contaminated snow and soil 
are bring taken to a special 
dumping area, and specialists 
from the military academy of 
chemical protection are taking 
part in dean-up operations. 
Radiation levels were said to 
be several hundred times low¬ 
er than at Chernobyl. 

To calm public anxiety, a 
delegation from the state com¬ 
mittee on emergencies left 
Moscow for Tomsk. 3,000 
miles east, to see if anyone 
might have inhaled radioac¬ 
tive substances. Russians have 
become increasingly nervous 
about their ageing nudear 
reactors and reprocessing 
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Washington; Russia wQl be 
asked to help in the design of a 
smaller and cheaper space 
station for the Untied States 
and its allies (Ian Brodie 
writes). 

The planned cooperation 
was seen in Washington yes¬ 
terday, as an inevitable out¬ 
come of the end of the Cold 
War. eventually enabling die 
world to puxsue a single 
programme of space explora¬ 
tion rather than conduct rival 


national projects. 

Britain wul also be involved 
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plants and have enlisted West¬ 
ern support for urgent safety 
i mp rov em ents to reactors of 
old design and those consid¬ 
ered most dangerous. Lithe 
has been done to make the 
plants safe, most of which are 
in western Russia near popu¬ 
lation centres. 

At a press conference on 
Tuesday, a presidential advis¬ 
er on ecological issues said as 
much as 14 per cent of 
Russian territory, supporting 
four million, suffered environ¬ 
mental pollution. He said the 
areas around Chernobyl, 
Semipaiafmsk. the former 
Soviet atomic testing area, and 
Krasnoyarsk woe the worst 
affected, and also pinpointed 
the danger of radioactive 
waste buried under water. 


Radioactive doud. page 1 


Radioactive graveyards alarm West 


By Nigel Hawkes. science editor ' • 


NUCLEAR waste is a time 
bomb in the former Soviet 
Union. The radioactive grave¬ 
yards dotted through Russia 
and the neighbouring repub¬ 
lics represent a huge environ¬ 
mental threat Only the 
vastness of the country has so 
far providri^'.protection-- 
against the cshsequence* flf 
tiie 40 years of secrecy' and - 
carelessness they represent 
Yesterday’s explosion and 
tadioarizve leak at Tomsk-7 is 
not the first at the site. In 
1990, radiation levels there 
were so high that 38 people 
were admitted to hospital Nor 
does the accident compare in 
scale with a major disaster at a 
similar nudear site at Chelya¬ 
binsk in the Urals in 1957, but 
Russian officials admit it is the 


worst nudear accident since 
Unit 4 at Chernobyl in 1986- 

The incident appears to 
have occurred when nitric add 
was added to a tank contain¬ 
ing uranium. The explosion 
"was chemical* ’ father'^ 
nudear. and -wits sufficiently - 
jxwerful to. blow the-concrete 
ffd: off ffie. ,details 

have been given bat there are 
some similarities with an ex¬ 
plosion at Sehafidd in 1973- 
Then the combination of nitric 
add and the solvents used to 
extract uranium and plutoni¬ 
um from spent fuel formed an 
explosive mixture. This is pos¬ 
sible if the ratios of the 
materials are not carefully 
controlled. 

The Russians immediately 
classified the Tomsk accident 


as level three on the midear 
bidden t scale, a relatively low¬ 
ly designation that appears 
unduly optimistic. (Chernobyl 
rates as seven, the Windscale 
. fire of 1957 as five.) 

Some 30,000 to 40.000 
people are believed to live dose 
to.-the plant, a further 

100.000' atTpmri^itsritsome 
14 mAes-away. Rusaan-danti^: 
that there has been no con- ' 
tamination or risk to the 
public are listened to but not - 
necessarily believed by West¬ 
ern observers-Like the nudear 
industry in. 'the West, the 
Russian authorities are in-. 
dined to play down accidents... 

The International Atomic 
Energy Agency cannot inter¬ 
vene, as Tomsk-7 is a military. 
plant No IAEA inspector has 


ever visited the plant and the 
agency only heard, of the 
incident when phoned by 
media coirespondeols. “The 
Tomsk aeddent has revealed a 
disturbing . loophole in the 
international* Yfoetear safety 
regime” Dr Green said. “The 
IAEA is completely powerless 
-to intervene. We peed a 
.-nudear policeman .< not a 
r nudear poodle” 

During 1992, 205 inci¬ 
dents were recorded ax Rus¬ 
sian nudear pbafig./1 74 of 
than below leveTohe, off the 
IAEA scale. Of tbelotjher 31, 
-2.8 were classified level L and 
Aflfe'tevei2/Ihe most seribus 
:inddertf- before Tomsk-7 was 
at Sosnovy Bor, dose to St.' 
Petersburg, where a leak in 
1992 was classified level 3.. 


Natural disaster and ancient enmity 
harden hearts in Caucasus dispute 


THE flight from Moscow’s 
domestic airport was over¬ 
booked. For six hours we sat in 
our reats while passengers 
wept shouted and bribed their 
way on board. Finally we took 
off with 150 extra people 
standing in foe aisles, their 
luggage (including car tyres 
and televisions) stacked up by 
the lavatories and emergency 
exits. So began my “Euro¬ 
junket" to the Caucasus. 

Three hours later we were in 
Yerevan, aa’ty of ghosts where 
the electridty often goes off at 
night and people use torches 
to guide themselves along 
blade, empty streets. And so, 
although protected from the 
worst as foreign visitors, we 
came to share for a few days 
the discomfort of what is 
perhaps the world’s most 
wounded country. 

Armenia lost 25.000 killed 
in the 19SS earthquake and 
several dozen more in foe 
Azerbaijani pogrom at Sum¬ 
gait north of Baku. Since then 
Azerbaijan has blockaded 
them, starving them of oil and 
most other necessities of life. 
Because of the earthquake, 
they have had to shut down 
the Medzamor nuclear power 
plant. There is only an hour or 
two a day of (derision. Hie 
nation's trees have been cut 
down for firewood. 

Even in the Gorbachev 
Suite at the goverrunent guest 
house, we lived without heat¬ 
ing or hot water, sleeping in 
hats, socks, gloves and many 
sweaters. And this was at 
freezing point, warm com¬ 
pared to the minus 20C that 
people endured earlier in the 
year. 

Armenia should be enjoying 
its rebirth. It has one of the 
world's earliest alphabets and, 
in AD3O0. they were the first 
to embrace Christianity as foe 
state religion. In foe Soviet 
Union they were third after- 
Russians and Jews in scientific 
achievement They have a 
large and supportive diaspora 
in Ranee and America. To- 


Lord BethelU MEPfor London North-West , recently 
visited Armenia and Azerbaijan with a European 
parliament delegation . Here he gives his account of 
the suffering as war rages aver Nagorno-Karabakh 


massacres of 1915, after Sta¬ 
lin and Brezhnev, they are at 
last a sovereign democracy. 

“We have 30 political par¬ 
ties, seven of them represented 
in the parliament." said Presi¬ 
dent Ter-Petrossian. “Several 
times a week we have demon¬ 
strations in Opera Square. I 
do not know if there is one 
today. If there is not. I can 
arrange one for you.” 

Instead of enjoying new life, 
foe Armenians are dying of 
cold and hunger. In some 
cities unemployment is 90 per 
cent There are 300.000 refu¬ 
gees. The average monthly 
wage is enough for one meal 
at Yerevan's one restaurant 
which is, of course, owned by 
the local mafia. Schools and 
hospitals are dosed: foe rick 
stay at home. 

An this happens because of 
the war in Nagorno-Kara¬ 


bakh, a disputed enclave in 
Azerbaijan where 150,000 Ar¬ 
menians live and fight. As a 
result of the dispute, perhaps 
10,000 have been killed m 
war, deportations and other 
ethnic violence during the past 
five years. Harant Ragradan, 
the prime minister, said: “We 
are dying. We need fuel and 
energy. We will have to reopen 
that terrible Medzamor nu¬ 
dear plant even though it is in 
an earthquake rone We have 
no alternative." 

We then flew across the line 
to Baku. Azerbaijan's capital 
where we were not welcome. 
The hotel crawled with cock¬ 
roaches and gun-toting “ad¬ 
visers” in string vests. As 
Europeans, we are assumed to 
be under foe influence of 
world Christianity and foe 
Armenian diaspora. 

“You have been misled.” 


said Namik Akhundov, a se¬ 
nior official in the parliament 
“In 1915 it was the Arme¬ 
nians who committed geno- 
dde against the Turks.” 

Britain has only two merits 
in Azerbaijani eyes. The first is 
Baroness Thatcher, who was 
recently is Baku supporting 
British Petroleum's hopes for 
drilling rights in the Caspian 
Sea. The second is the mass 
execution, by a British expedi¬ 
tionary force in September 
1918. of 26 Bolshevik 
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day, after centuries of Turkish 
and Russian rule, after foe 


an Azerbaijani soldier firingshells at 
trenches near the village of Fizuli 


commissars. 

“You should have shot more 
of them.” Mr Akhundov told 
me. The great monument to 
these early communist mar¬ 
tyrs Iras now been knocked 
down and the “Square of 26 

Commissars" renamed. 

Visiting the Damajyl refu¬ 
gee hostel we listened to a 
long list of atrocities perpetrat¬ 
ed by Armenians against the 
families who live there after 
which we were told sharply. 
“We do not want your Euro¬ 
pean medicines. We do not 
want your food. We want guns 
to kffl more Armenians.” 

Isa Gambar. president of 
the Azerbaijani parliament, 
made it dear that Armenia is 
foe aggressor, that the war is 
taking place on Azerbaijani 
territory, that they would 
therefore maintain the block¬ 
ade and make war against 
Kaxabakh until their sover¬ 
eignty is restored. 

After these fierce encoun¬ 
ters. it was a pleasure to meet 
Abulfaz Elchibey, president of 
Azerbaijan. There is a solution 
to foe conflict, he told me. 
Karabakh must remain inside 
Azerbaijan but the people of 
Karabakh wifi enjoy cultural 
and religious autonomy. He 
was. he said, prepared to 
consider foe possibility of ad¬ 
ministrative autonomy. 



with the project through foe 
European Space Agency. The 
government is contributing 
£123 miffion towards a system 
which will study the earth's 
atmosphere. 

Giving the Russians a role 
in the US space programme 
means that President Clinton 
can save tax dollars while 
helping him to fulfil his prom¬ 
ises at foe Vancouver summit 
of forging a new partnership 
to bolster President Yeltsin 
and the Russian economy. 


Troops stay 
in Georgia 



,7>ervir 




An exterior view of the Tomsk-7 reprocessing plant before the accident 



Moscow: Russian troops are 
to remain stationed on Geor¬ 
gian territoiy. including in the 
separatist Abkhazia region, 
until 1995, Pavel Grachev, the 
Russian defence minister, 
said. 

Mr Grachev, who is leading 
foe Russian delegation ar talks 
with Georgian authorities in 
Russia's Blade Sea resort of 
Sochi, said the accord had 
been reached with Tengiz 
Sigua, foe Georgian prime 
minister. About '20.000 Rus¬ 
sian troops are deployed in 
Georgia, whose authorities 
have accused Russian units of 
helping secessionist rebels in 
Abkhazia. (AFP) 


War cry 


Paris: North Korea said it was 
not afraid of war if that was 
necessary to protect its inter¬ 
ests against United Nations 
sanctions over its refusal to al¬ 
low suspected nudear weap¬ 
ons facilities to be 
inspected. (Reuter) 


Passenger dies 


Anchorage At least one per¬ 
son on a jk flying to Los Ange¬ 
les were killed and more than 
150 figured when heavy tur¬ 
bulence rocked foe plane. The 
China Eastern Airlines jet was 
forced to make an emergency 
landing. (Reuter) 


Woricers inside the plant checking two of the giant circular display screens 


Man burns 


Turkey 

reinforces 

enclave 

border 


Russian celebrities 
join Yeltsin’s ranks 


From Reuter in Moscow 


By Julia Llewellyn Smith 


TURKEY has strengthened 
its forces along its border 
with Nakhichevan, the 
Azerbaijani enclave in Ar¬ 
menia, in the hope of deter¬ 
ring further Armenian 
advances from the disputed 
enclave of Nagorno-Kara¬ 
bakh into Azerbaijan. Presi¬ 
dent Oral has called for 
Turkish military interven¬ 
tion in foe dispute, but 
Suleyman Demrrel, the 
prime minister, said that 
would solve nothing. 

On Tuesday, foe United 
Nations Security Council 
expressed serious concern at 
the invasion of foe Kelbad- 
zhar district of Azerbaijan 
by local Armenian forces 
and demanded their with¬ 
drawal Azerbaijani officials 
Haim the Armenians have 
captured more than a tenth 
of Azerbaijan'in die west 

On a visit to what was 
Soviet Central Asa. Mr Oral 
called for action to help the 
Azerbaijanis, who are ethni¬ 
cally linked to the Turks. He 
said his country should have 
intervened long ago in the 
five-year dispate over foe 
mostly Armenian-populated 
enclave. 

In interviews with Turk¬ 
ish newspapers. General 
Dogan Gures. the armed 
forces chief of staffi said that 
Turkish troops had been 
sent to the Nakhichevan 
border. The enclave is sand¬ 
wiched between Armenia. 
Turkey and Iran. He said 
reconnaissance flights were 
being flown but emphasised 
that military intervention 
was out of the question. 

“The most Important 
tiring is to solve this prob¬ 
lem by diplomatic means. 
The army is ready and has 
taken aQ options into con¬ 
sideration,” he said. 


[ A GROUP of Russian celebri¬ 
ties,. from Mikhail Gorba¬ 
chev's "Mr Glasnost” to Gary 
Kasparov, the chess cham¬ 
pion. have rallied to support 
President Yeltsin in this 
mouth’s vied referendum. 

Thelzvestia newspaper yes¬ 
terday published an appeal 
signed by 25 prominent re¬ 
formers, including Yegor 
Gaidar and Boris Fyodorov, 
the past and present economic 
policy supremos, and Anatoli 
Chubais, the privatisation 
minister. “On April 25 the 
president and the deputies will 
fare an examination before 
the Russian people and the 
Russian people will face an 
examination before history.” 
the appeal said. 

Voters in foe referendum 
will be asked four questions: 
whether they have confidence 
in Mr YeJtsin; whether they 
back his radical economic 


reforms and whether they 
favour early elections of presi- Geneva: Road accident 
dent and deputies. Mr Yeltsin, a death every 50 seconi 
who narrowly survived an an injury every two si 
attempt by foe Russian Con- around the world, the 
gress of People’s Deputies to Health Organisation si 
oust him last month, hopes a leasing the figures to 
strong show of support will Worid Health day. (Ret 
swing the power struggle deri- -» s f - ~ , 
rivety in his favour. MOuCl Child 

^ Among rhe signatories were NpwVnri: Mnri . 


Hartford, Connecticut: A 
Buddhist, believed to be Viet¬ 
namese. burned himself to 
death to protest at what he 
called religious persecution in 
Vietnam while five colleagues 
filmed foe event on video cam¬ 
eras, police said. (Reuter) 

Deadly route 

Geneva: Road accidents cause 
a death every 50 seconds and 
an injury every two seconds 
around the world, the 'World 
Health Organisation said, re¬ 
leasing the figures to mark 
Worid Health day. (Reuter) 


people from Mr Goriachev's 
perestroika days. The list in¬ 
cluded Yelena Bonner, widow 
of Andrei Sakharov, foe hu¬ 
man rights campaigner, Alek¬ 
sandr Yakovlev, known in the 
West as "Mr Glasnost”, Vladi¬ 
mir Bukovsky, the exiled writ¬ 
er, and Gavriil Popov, foe 
former mayor of Mosoow.' 

"Though for from every¬ 
thing in the president's work 
satisfies us, we are convinced 
he will pursue foe course of 
democratic reform more vig¬ 
orously,” the appeal said. 


New York; Maria Maples, foe 
constant companion of the ty¬ 
coon Donald Trump, has ap¬ 
peared in her underwear on 
foe from pageof the New York 
Daily News to announce that 
she is pregnant with his child. 


Pursuing peace 


Moscow: Troops at a Moscow 
air defence unit carried out 
their own “disarmament” pro¬ 
gramme by stealing gold and 
platinum components from 
missiles and selling them, 
Tass said. (Reuter) 


Soviet nudear arsenal 


Slighted Kiev accuses Kremlin 


By Michael Binyon 


IN A show of pique at Russia’s 
dominance of international 
aid and attention. Ukraine has 
accused Moscow of Dying to 
bully it into surrendering ail 
contra! of weapons, including 
nudear arms, on its territoiy. 

President Kravchuk accused 
Russia of demanding sole 
control of foe nudear weapons 
that are under foe joint com¬ 
mand of foe Commonwealth 
of Independent States, of 
which Ukraine is a member. 
He said Mosoow was Dying to 
change foe status of strategic 
nudear forces in Ukraine and 
of the CIS troops in the 
republic His angry riposte 
comes after Russia accused 
Ukraine of “playing political 
games” with nudear weapons 
by delaying ratification of two 
disarmament treaties 


Anatoli Zlento, foe Ukraine 
foreign minister, said the Rus¬ 
sians were dragging out nego¬ 
tiations and playing a double 
game. Ukraine has so for 
failed to follow the example of 
Bdozussia and Kazakhstan in 
ratifying the treaties signed by 
America and the Soviet Union 
and this has provoked grow¬ 
ing concern in Moscow and 
the West. Russia says Ukraine 
has refused to allow nudear 
warheads to be removed from 

delivery vehicles and moved to 
Russia for elimination under 
bilateral control. Negotiators 
also say Kiev has not respond¬ 
ed to their proposals to main¬ 
tain the safety of fissionable 
material. 

Behind the quarrel lies a 
sense of exasperation and 


foe West, and especially Amer¬ 
ica, has paid considerable 
attention to R ussia since foe 
break up of the Soviet Union 
out has virtually ignored 
Ukraine, foe second largest 
termer Soviet republic. The 
Vancouver summit was seen 
as a slight to a country which 
feels foe West is only interested 
m u because it has nudear 
weapons. 

Leonid Kuchma, the prime 
minister, and Mr Ztenfco ar¬ 
gued this week that Ukraine 
ca *JJ wt afford to give up 
nudear components and pay 

&- 8 bfllfon 
tti .85 bulion) to dear up foe 
sues, and wants more help 
from the West President 
Krawfouk called on President 


sense at exasperation and Yeltsto m 
wounded pride in Kieyjhat folks. W mecl h,m for 
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Father's illness spurs First Lady to tackle ethics as well as medical costs Cambodia murders 

Bedside vigil adds ■■^Hi mar UN chiefs visit 

to w —b f II O'Mr BOUTROS Boutms Ghaii, surprisingly mild. “We cfc- 

Jl 111 I W V V II ■■ I I 111 W the United Nations secretary- plore these assassinations 

A ■* * j *— </ * 1 I | |^\/ | |_ general, needed all his diplo- because UN forces are hereto 

v marie yesterday to provide peace." he said. "The 

|a ^ _ 1 il A* -g conceal his distaste as he mission of the a 

il «-* *L% | Ifj bT| n /l O | shook hands at Phnom Penh peacekeeping mission, it 

JIJL I il | | ■ I I V I III # ■ gTa I airport with Khieu Samphan. not a mission of force, he 

^ V'A VA AA1. AJVWil the nominal Khmer Rouge have to solve 

through persuasion 

From Wolfgang MuNCHAU in WASHINGTON ^|Hr 9 Only hours before Dr and negotiation." 


HILLARY Clinton. brushing 
aside criticism over her control 
of controversial health care 
reforms in her husband's ad¬ 
ministration. has thrown her¬ 
self into the fray with renewed 
vigour and personal passion 
after a two-week vigil at the 
bedside of her sick father. 

In an impassioned speech at 
the University of Texas in 
Austin, she went beyond the 
usual economic issues of 
health care reform, universal 
insurance coverage, cost con¬ 
trols and "managed competi¬ 
tion”. and emphasised the 
need to confront ethical and 
spiritual issues head-on. 

The massive stroke which is 
threatening the life of Hugh 
Rodham. 82. has had a deep 
effect on the First Lady, who is 
known to be very dose to her 
father. It might also affect the 
rest of America because of the 
implications for health care 
reform, an issue which Ameri¬ 
cans regard as the single most 
important issue on the polit¬ 
ical agenda. 

In her speech at Austin on 
Tuesday, she asked: “When 
does life start? When does life 
end? Who makes those deci¬ 
sions? ... They are not issues 
that we have guidebooks 


about... They are issues that 
we have to summon up what 
we believe is morally and 
ethically and spiritually correct 
and do the best we can with 
God's guidance." In an un¬ 
characteristic, woeful lone, she 
was speaking of a “spiritual 
vacuum" and "an undercur¬ 
rent of discontent in American 
society]' which have resulted in 
“a crisis of meaning". 

It was Mrs Clinton’s first 
public address since she left 
the White House and moved 
into a Little Rock. Arkansas, 
hospital room, where she has 
been staying with her mother 
Dorothy, brothers Hugh and 
Tony, and daughter Chelsea. 

Mrs Clinton also indicated 
that her husband's adminis¬ 
tration may curb the excesses 
of malpractice litigation, a key 
factor behind rising health 
care costs, amounting to 14 
per cent of America's gross 
national product. She said the 
president's economic plan 
would fail if die country was 
unable to curtail costs in the 
health care sector. 

Her absence from the White 
House and die health care 
task force that she heads 
means her reform programme 
will miss the administration's 


Cuomo forgoes seat 
on Supreme Court 


By Wolfgang Munghau 


MARIO Cuomo, the governor 
of New York, is reported to 
have withdrawn hum the race 
to replace Byron White who is 
retiring as a justice on the US 
Supreme Court. 

There was no official confir¬ 
mation of the reports from 
either the White House or the 
governor's office yesterday, 
but the withdrawal is under¬ 
stood to have come in ; a letter 
from Governor Cuomo to the 
president Mr Cuomo had 
been considered a front-run¬ 
ner for the job. During the 
election campaign. Mr Clin¬ 
ton repeatedly referred to the 
New York governor as a 
splendid potential justice. 

The withdrawal, which was 
first reported in New York 
Newsdoy and later corrob¬ 
orated by other news reports, 
adds to the governor’s reput¬ 
ation for dithering. Having 
privately expressed an interest, 
he later likened the job of a 
Supreme Court justice to 
being “entombed". Mr Cu- 
omo'is now intent on running 
for a fourth term as New York 
governor. 

His withdrawal would leave 
the field open for a series of 
other less well-known candi¬ 
dates. and pressure is likely to 
increase for the nomination ot 
a woman or a member of an 


ethnic minority. Barbara Jor¬ 
dan. a black lawprofessor and 
former congresswoman, sur¬ 
prised observers last week 
when she indicated that she 
.would be prepared to serve on 
the Supreme Court 
Other candidates are Judge 
Judith Kaye, duef judge of 
New York's highest state 
court. Judge Patricia Wald, 
who sits in on the US Court of 
Appeals in Washington, and 
Judge Richard Arnold of Little 
Rock. Arkansas, a friend of the 
Clintons. The president has 
until the summer to nominate 
a replacement for Justice 
White, one of the court’s 
staunchest conservatives. 
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Cuomo: enhancing his 
reputation as a ditnerer 


Fainting Gaddafi 

fits fell escapes 

'•aim ffirls new curbs 


Cairo girls 

From Christopher Walker 
in CAIRO 

EGYPT set up an emergency 
ministerial com mi nee yester¬ 
day to investigate the wave of 
mystery fainting fits, which 
has felled more than 1.500 
girls, shut down dozens o f 
Schools,caused panicmhospi- 
taJs and even raised questions 
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self-Lmpused deadline of May 
3. Bui any delay is expected to 
be only for a few weeks. 

In his wife’s enforced ab¬ 
sence. President Clinton, who 
has been lately immersed in 
foreign policy affairs, has set 
aside two hours a day this 
week to discuss the issue in 
order to prevent the health 
care reform, a key plank of his 
administration’s policy, from 
being derailed. The White 
House insiststhat the expected 
delay would not affect the 
congressional timetable. 

The president is sticking to 
plans to let Congress enact the 
reforms this year, even though 
some congressional leaders, 
including senior Democrats, 
have publicly voiced concern 
about rushing through such a 
comprehensive reform pack¬ 
age. They fear the longer it is 
delayed, die greater will be the 
pressure to enact it 



Star speaker Hillary Clinton, making an impassioned speech at the University 
of Texas in Austro. confronts the spiritual issues raised by life and death 


BOUTROS Boutms Ghaii, 
the United Nations secretarv- 
general, needed all his diplo¬ 
matic skills yesterday to 
conceal his distaste as he 
shook hands at Phnom Penh 
airport with Khieu Samphan. 
the nominal Khmer Rouge 
leader. 

Only hours before Dr 
Boutros Ghaii arrived to see 
for himself the problems balk¬ 
ing UN attempts to mount 
free elections in Cambodia, 
the white-painted coffins, 
wrapped in the blue UN flag, 
of three Bulgarian soldiers 
killed by the Khmer Rouge 
were loaded on to an aircraft 
at the same airport for the 
journey back to Sofia. 

They were murdered while 
attending a dinner party at a 
Bulgarian camp 44 miles 
northwest of here, an act 
chillingly reminiscent of the 
murderous rule of the Khmer 
Rouge leader. Pol Pot. During 
their rule, the Khmer Rouge 
used to invite their victims for 
a meal or to “come for further 
study" before killing them. 
This time the killers were (he 
guests. 

Asked later if he had raised 
the killings when he met Mr 
Khieu Samphan later. Dr 
Boutros Ghali’s response was 


surprisingly mSd. “We de¬ 
plore these assassinations 
because UN forces are here to 
provide peace." he said. "The 
mission of the UN is a 
peacekeeping mission, it is 
no! a mission of force. We 

have to solve problems 

through dialogue, persuasion 
and negotiation." 

Cambodia's six-week elec¬ 
tion campaign, which the 
Khmer Rouge are boycotting, 
got under way yesterday with 
a sense of foreboding of 
further violence and blood¬ 
shed after a series of attacks 
by the Khmer Rouge on UN 
peacekeepers and massacres 
of Vietnamese settlers who 
yesterday continued to flee 
the country. 

Phnom Penh looked like an 
armed camp as Dr Boutros 
GhalL under a royal parasol, 
walked to his limousine with 
Prince Norodom Sihanouk, 
the head of state, who has 
been warned of assassination 
attempts. 

Under Dr Boutros Ghali's 
horel window, floating vil¬ 
lages of Vietnamese in house- 
brats roped together sailed 
for the border as the L^N tried 
to protect them from harass¬ 
ment by Khmer Rouge and 
Phnom Penh troops. 
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HOW TRUE. 

TIPO BRIO £9,859'NOW WITH O* APR FINANCI. 1 


Prom Martin Fletcher 

IN WASHINGTON 

SANCTIONS imposed on 
Libya a year ago will be 
reviewed today by the United 
Nations Security Council. 
America. Britain and France 
will not. however, be seeking 
lough new measures to per¬ 
suade Colonel Muammar 
Gaddafi to surrender the two 
agents accusal of the 
Lockerbie bombing. 

The three allies have yet to 
agree new sanctions among 
themselves, and Arab opposi¬ 
tion would make UN approval 
difficult to obtain. President 
Mubarak of Egypt asked Pres¬ 
ident Clinton on Tuesday for 
more time to persuade Colonel 
Gaddafi to surrender die 
agents; Ahmed Esmai Abdel 
Maguid. the Arab league 

secretary-general, did the 
same at the UN. 

The allies will today reiter¬ 
ate their determination to see 
the two Libyans stand trial m 
the West, and will issue a 

warning thatthey are Ukely 10 

«ek new sanctions before the 
next review in 120 days’ time. 

The Clinton adrmmstranon 
had wanted to expand the 
present ban on travel and 
E sales to Libya into an 

imcmationalembarg^nl^ 

van oil. which generate^ 
rier cent of Colonel Gaddafi s 
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Dazzling design. Sparkling performance. 
Introducing the aptly named Tipo Brio. 

A special edition full of special additions, 
the Brio is a different Tipo, inside and out. 
Inside it has a specially designed trim. Outside 
you have the choice of two very special 
metallic paints: Shiraz Red or Quartz 
Grey. And special graphics. And colour co¬ 
ordinated mirrors. 

And the Brio gives you much, much more. 
m Power steering 
f Electric sunroof 
f Remote central locking 
a Front fog (amps 
a Electric front windows 
a 4 speaker digital stereo. 

A smart car. And a smart buy. Where else 


would you get so many features for so little? 

Another feature of the Brio is its dependa¬ 
bility. The 1.6 litre engine's built to last, and 
so’s the bodywork: 


FIAT ANTI-PERFORATION WARRANTY. 

Every Tipo has all of its exposed 
metal galvanised against corrosion 
which means we can offer you an 8 year 
anti-perforation warranty and a 3 year 
paintwork warranty. 


We’ll also give you a year’s free AA 
Assurance membership. 

For more details, call 0800 717000 or visit 
your Fiat dealer. But look lively. There aren’t 
many Brios around. 


FIAT TIPO BRIO 
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BAG Vinyl Matt, 

Silk or Satin Emulsion 
New Pure Brilliant White 
2.5 Litres jf m to 

Old Price £5.99.14m 



Duka Matt, Sflk or Soft 
Sheen Vinyl EmuWon 
New Pure Brifflont Whfte 

2.5 Litres 

OW Pries jt£L 00 

£8.99, £7.99_.-XOsSh 


LOW 

PRICES ON 
OVER 500 
KEY D.I.Y 
ITEMS 

We identified all the products 
most regularly bought by you 
our customers -the KEY D.I.Y 
products. Then, we brought the 
prices down on over 300 of 
them, so that all 500 of the KEY 
D.I.Y products would be at a low, 
low price - week in, week out. 
Look for the KEY D.I.Y symbol 
throughout the store, 
it’s the sign of low prices. 

(PAINTCONID.) 

BAA Budget Vinyi sUk 
or Matt Emufslan 
Brtmant White 
5 litres // gn 

OW Price £7.99.....tO*22 

Duka Weathorshield 
An* Texture 
Masomy Paint 
BrHHant White 5 Litres 

Old Price jm, AQ 

£15.99, £11.99._CTI'* 9 

BAA SelMIndei eo af ln g 
One Coat doss 
Pure BriWant White 
25 litres /£. oo 

Old Price £7.99.... tO- 99 

BAA Non Drip Gloss 
Pure Brilliant White 
2.5 Litres go 

OW Price £7.99. 


JflWjR) 




Sandtex Matt 
Fine Textured 
Masonry Paint 
BrtiHanrwhBe 

OWWceS1299_£tf*" 

gMS^ndereoaftag 

Pure BriHant White 
750ml .. Aa 

OW Price £3.99.tj 49 

2-5 Litres m-r oo 

OW Price £8.99_t7‘ yy 

Crown Solo 

SeN-Undofcooltng Gloss 

Pure Brifflartf White 
750ml . - - mo 

Old Price £5.49.C4 49 

Duiux Non Orip doss 
Pure Brilliant White 
2.5 Litres gn 

OW Price £9.99_ ts5r* 


Duiux Liquid doss 
Pure BrflDant White 
2-5 litres jg 

OW Price £9.99„...£y- 49 
BAA Undercoat 
Pure Briflfant White 

2.5 Litres / p on 

OkJ Price S7.99..-fc5* w 
Duiux Undercoat 
Pure BriWant White 
2.5 Litres #g gn 

OW Price £9.99„...tO' w 
BAG Sanitated 
Sheepskin Honor 
end TTay 9“ /a oo 

OW Price £429._£2*" 

Meteor Paint Brush 

CW§WObLi^5.41'® 5 

B&Q White Spirit 
2 Litres t*A m 

OW Price £1.35_tT* 19 



CupritKri Garden 
TlmberCam 

Htoh Oak. 9 Litres ^qq 
OW Price £11.99 ...£V" 



Thompsons Water Seal 
Transparent . 
waterproofing sealant. 

5 Litres 

OW Price /Ann 

£14.99_ £9*" 



BAA Creosote 

The traditional exterior 
wood preservative tor 
fences, garages and 
garden shock. Contains 
Coaltar Creosote, 
<SoWenBrO¥#n.4UJres 
Old Price m gn 

£239, £225,_;_fcr” 9 . 

I IKADIHElxaaBSORE [ 

I YOU BUY: USE WOOD I 

• ' f naitemwar | 

WALLPAPER 


Cjowri *0(0110* . 

Wcffljjoper 

. freckle or stripe design 

Tn various colours, ao oo 

> OW Price £5.99_ Clr. 

Cotoroil •Provencate’ 
'Pasted 


£5" 


«t99_1 

Graham A Brown - 
Medium WoodCMp 
Wolf paper 
WhBe 

Old Price AAn 

Graham A Brown Stroer 
Coarse Wood Chip 

stasm^a" 

Embossed Duplex Paper 

OW Price £2.99 £S. M 
Heavy 

Uning Paper Quad RoB 

WNI8 /A gn 

OW price £4.99 
Utew Paper 
Tradesman pack. 

White -- oo 

OW Price S5.49.-X4*" 

BAA Ail Purpose 
WaBpaper Adhesive 

Economy see. 

Hangs upto 

ffiHBSSLjSP* 

sag&jsssz 

Economy size. Hangs up 
to 10 rote 

Ok J Price m gg 

£3.09, £1.99...tl’ aV 

Sohrtte All Purpose 
WaBpaper Adhesive 

Economy size. Hongs up 
to 10 roHs approx. 

Old Price # 4 on 

£3.09. £1.99.xl*® 9 


(HAMDTpOLSCXINTO.) 

Saodvlk Hard Point 
Universal Handsaw 

Old Price £1249- £9" 


carbon l__ 

steel blade and 
wooden handle. 

Old Price oo 

£15.99___£11" 

Stanley Handyman 
Ptane02r304> 

245mm x 50mm awjvx 
OW Price £20.95.Cly- 95 
Stanley Knife \rr%oo 
OW Price £3.79— £2'" 
Workman Retractable 
Trimmer With 5 standard 
reversible blades. 

OW Price £2.14— .JET 19 
Workman A Piece 
Screwdriver Set 
With wafl mounted 
hanging rack. oo 
Old Price £549 ....£3™ 
Workman Locking 
Tape Measure 
2m/6‘ fwv, 

OW Price £2J0_ yyp 

3m/l(T . 

Old Price £3.06_ yyp 

Stanley Autoloek 
Sm/tf Tape 30494 
WWi arrikurf treatment 
plus 2 layers of blade 
protect! ng lacquer. 

OkJ Price - -to 

£11.55, £8.99_XO' 19 . 

Workman 6* 
PokHngTiowel 

■qut&S2jaa.. r J!f9 p 

Workman li* 

Brick T r owel 

OW Price £3A9— £Z- sy 


POWERTOOLS 


Ptonplugs Pro-TBar Hoar 
j owl Wdt llle Cutler 
PI212 • 

• For easy and occur ate - 
cutting of IBes up to 
•Iftnm Jhk* x MOmm 
square. Tungsten carbide 
.cutting wheel Shorra ■ 

fevered Jaws snap He . 
cfeanly. Adjustable ' 

SSSSSlfl^CT* 9 

Perma Plastic Tool Bax 

ID" 

OkJ Price £10.99u£9' 49 
Contlco Ptasflc ToolBox 
WSh Wri-out tray. 

OW Price £11 99m? 9 

UDDERS 

Aba* 'Step 2* Step Stool 
UgftTweighf, easy to store. 
Includes padded seat 
Old Price oo 

£22.99.—£13-" 




Black A 
Decker 
BD561 

Stogie Speed 
Hammer Drill 
400 watt. 

Tftnm chuck 
Old Price 
£33.49_ 


(POWERTOOLS CONJD.) 
Black A Decker BD227 
5W* Circular Saw 
550 watt with dust 
extraction taefitty 
Old Price /ergo 

Black A Decker Prodne 
PL40 T/f (184mm) 
Circular Saw 
1150 watt, dust extraction 
facfltty. variable cutting 
depth and adjustable 


£29* 



and _ 
toped t3c 
Old Price 
£94.99 


icarbkJe 


£89" 




Bosch 
CSB550-2 

‘BeefaoniC 
Hammer Drfl 

550 watt. 

13mm chuck, 
two speed 

acftoivL_ £69=0 


Black A 
Decker 
BD9045 
Cordless DriB/ 
Sc r e w driver 
4JV. 10mm chuck, 

2 speed, reverse 
action. Fast 3 hour 
charger. 

Wock*CteckwBD9C16 
Cordless Hammer' 
DifK/Serewdrtver 
7 2Sr, 10mm chuck, 
variable speed, 
reverse acton, 
two pasBori spkfrtevet 
ow Price /rx gn 

£62.95.„-£6r" 

Mack A Decker BD602 
Conflras Hammer Dim/ 
ScrawdUvM 
1 7:2V, 10mm chuck, 

2 speed, reverse action. 

3 hour charger. . . . . 

• OkJ Price ## m oo 

£5550_£64" 

Mack4t Decker PL97X 
CcrcBero Hammer 
MO/Bcreiwfifver 
9^V, 10mm chudk, 
variabte. 2 speed, 

2 stage hammer acton. 

' pack 


CTd Price ma cn 

£104.95'- _£99' 50 


Bosch PKS 66 
Th? Cfrcular Saw 

120C watt, variabte cut¬ 
ting depth, adjustable 
angle cuffing aid dust 
extraction facility. 
Supplied wffh rip fence 
giide and I blade. 

OW Price /4/« » oo 
£129.95_tl24‘" 

Black A Decker BD713 
Bechto Planer 
400 watt, supplied with 
reveatole blades. 

_£49" 



Block A Decker 
Workmate 536 
Dual height workbench. 
Wcteffat for easy storage, 
ow Price 

SS&,...... ~£5a» 

Block A Decker 
Workmate 750 - 

Dual height workbench 
with detachable top. 

Folds Bat to r - 

IS£r__.-£79- 50 

WASHERS 


SkB‘Baseanw’Stogie 
Speed Jigsaw 42D0H 
380 watt, with fitted 
13 amp plug. 

OW Price /on aq 

£29.99.. €3,0 A9 

Black A Decker BOS31 
Single Speed Jigsaw 

350 watt, optional dust 
extraction (ac3By, bevel 
cutting up to 45° and 
flttedsatety guard. 

bSjo!!._£29 95 





Hanfiboard Top - - 

Paste Table 
FoWs Bat. with 

HANDTOOLS 


OW Price 
£6.12__ 


BAA Steel 
Shaft Claw 
Hammer 

16oz 

£ 2 " 


Workman Hard Point 
Handsaw 

M0mm/22" jyt qq 

OW Price £3A9—.£2-" 

Workman Hard Point 
Tenon Saw 

250mm/10" /rj go 

Old Price S5.99.-..12'" 


Abm Aluvad 5 Tread 
Stepladder with 
PfaHoim 

OkJ Price f AA oo 
£27.99, £17.99..... £16" 
. AbnHUtiral 
3-Way Ladder . 

. SBdlng mechanism tor 
easy conversion to att 3 
ways. Extra wide rotoyed 
feet, wide comfortable 
treads and twin safety 
locks. Converts to staftwefl 
ladder, stepladder ar 
3m (1(7 approx) 
extending ladder, 
ow Price jmc. o*> 

£42.99.. £25-95 

Atwu Blue Seal -Cosy 
Stow Left Ladder 
Power plvol arm gives 
effortless operation. 
Suitable for floor to floor 
hetahJs of up to 3 metres 
C? id* approx). 

Ow Price /j/iqq 

£69.99. £54.99 .i4y ,yV 
CUma 730 
ExtHKfing Ladder 
3.10m extends to 5A0m. 
OW Price /4C90 

£62.95. £45-" 

CftYW 745 
Extancfing Ladder 
A51m extends to 8.40m. 
Old Price - qo 

£99.B5- £89'" 


Mack A Decker BD1200 

SSKSTuSS^« . 

and portable. Steam soft¬ 
ens paper aflowfng t to 
be scraped away. 

OW Price nr 

£36.50_ £29* 95 

toack A Decker BD17S 

SWS? f ae ! Mc Sonder 
135 watt, single speed 
dust extraction facBtty. 

£33^1^1 _ £29* 95 

Merek A Decker PLBO 
Pr^toe Sander/Grinder 

Detachatw© cable. 

OW Price ## m oo 
£67.95_t04 W 

Bosch PSS 23E Variable 

SSSfr..£47-» 

Bench PH0100 Ptomr 
450 watts, 1mm depth, 
diet extraction today 
OW Price /CTfoo 
£56.58.t57 ,W 


ItowL_ 

Pressure'. 

filKSs!!...;. £169*5 

PLUMBING 
A HEATING 

With bracket 

S3 ft^?T7.99.£l6*" 

400 x7100mm 

Old Price mm oo 

£43.99. £32*" 

Rntmafai Double 
Radiator 
With bracket 

OW PriSjKS.99 £41*" 

WA5-1B Radiator Valve 

15mm. Pack an /<IAD 

OW Price £2.89..Er 9 

PSSOw Waste Ptoe 
OW Price An 

£1.59, £1-29- ... if 19 

JSfemark Copper Tube 

£72.99.. £59*" 

Grundfos Selectrfc 

UWTTMOdSSSo 

Circulator 

^feWfegs,5mhead. ■ 

.£34" 

Brought Excluder 

iong f Wese#odhesfve 

v^vt foam. suffJcient 
tor 3 normal door 

tramos. i5m -- 

OW Price £2.39.£f-^ 9 

Hofcoat 
pytader Jacket 

Home retardant cover, 
owrnce — _ 

£529_ £4‘" 


TIMBER 

Conttpfas 

White 

ffx«Txl5mm. moo 
O ld Price £2 J9 ._...£!" 
8‘X 2T°X 15mm. /£», 
OW Price £849 -..£O* 99 

Confiboord 
Mcrtiogany Type Veneer 
8'x6”xl5mm /nan 
OW Price B3.99~~£x y9 
Paper Overlay Plywood 
Backed WaOboard 
Knotty Pine effect 

8 1 x4 1 . /g OO 

OW Price £649 ._.£3*" 
Nonflc Softwood 
CkWcSna Dutch Proflte 
(Pack of 6) 

9mm x 95mm x 1.8m 
Old Price gg 

£479_£3" 

9mm x 95mm x 2.1m 
Old Price // qq 

£Sl29___£4*" 

PtywoodB’xA' 

4mmfhtek rn oo 

OW Price £9.80 ...XO*" 
6mm thick /noo 
Old Price £12^49..£y ,yy 

12mm thick jtAts oo 
OW Price £22.77X19-" 
Hardboard 

2440 x 1220mm x 32mm 
OW Price oo 

£4A9-^-..-..£3*" 

Hoofing Grade 
Chtoboard 
TAG (4 edges) 

2440x 600 x 18mm r a n 
OW Price £499_£4^ 


DOORS 




99p 


ISnwix 13mm 
OW Price £1^9 


PRICES 


DOWN 


Hardbo ard Faced Rust) 
■Jtoflof Door #A oo 

78-x3<rx iy^.£9" 

Colonial A Panel 
Pine Door 
78*x30”x !>/,“ 

OkJ Price on 

£26.99....-...C23 95 

topele Veneered Hush 
Interior Door 
78“x3(rx Vf* 

OW Price /jri qq 

£17.79, £1499-..£12'" 

Ctoroltoa Stained Door 
78 B x33“x W 

OW PriCO a oo 

£62.95..-.£54*" 

Kentucky sttfnod Door 

78*x33"xl 5 /«* 

O W Price / j qc 
£54.95_C49* 95 


■ EXCLUDE CUSS re 


Polar Whtte Potto Doors 
Double glazed wtth dear 
wwn toufiflwned scttdy 
0ta3s. Non-corrostveftt- 
nngs. ReverUbfe for left or 
right hand opening. High 
9eeurtty2pc5nfiodc 

Model 5.1464 x IHXJOmm 
OW Price /47nQO 

£199.95._...£1/9‘" 

Model 6.1769x2000mm 

OW Price /AAAM 

£23495-£209" 

Model A 2379 x 2000mm 

£269.95._ £239" 

LOCKS 

Georgian Style Lever 
Latch Set 99-1010 

4/fXT mm 70 

OW Price £8.99 ..._£4' 79 

Geortfan style Lever 
todtScron Handles 

ow Price £9.99—.£o™ 

Georgian Styta Lover 

Door Pock 

Lwer 
Scroll Handle* 
9941012 

4*X I‘/l" fA-7Q 

gd Price £8.99_ £4^ 9 

V^ariantoyle Lever - 

^S:^. 3 .£6^ 

Wc© £1049 ..£4^ 
j*wifatch Pack oil 
W«o*tan Style 9W33 

£19.«^.„ -.-.£14- S5 

gWfflte. Style 99-1713 

W9.J&._ £14“ 

^ SS£ia , 0oor 
£13^ 
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B&O's new low price policy 

-ON OVER 500 KEY PRODUCTS. 


SHELVING 

Pine Shelf Ktt 

WHti brackets end fittings. 

200 x 1200 mm / m -jn 

OW Price 514.99.A3 - 79 

Pine SBm Shelf 

140 x 600mm -ro 

OW Price £249.Cl* 79 

Pine Comer Shelf 
300mm 7 n 

Old Price £2.99.£2- 79 

Modular 

5 Tier Shelf /4 ■ ng 
Old Price E19.99t.14-' 99 
Modular 

4 Iter Shelf ^ 4^00 
Old Price E19.99.tl7’ 99 
Small Screen 
TV WaH Bracket 
Holds mod TV's up to 
14* size and 35!bs weight. 
Old Price mam 
£14.79.£12*" 

Handy Speaker Wall 
Bracket 

Holds most speakers 

KI.£12i 9 „ 

Zamba ‘Europa 4* 

4 Sheff Adjustable 
Steel Shelving 
Red. selfassembly * 

59* (150cm) high, 

28" (70cm) wide. 

Grey Shelf Brackets 
12 " x 10 “ AQo 

Old Price 72p.07** 

CURTAIN 
POLES & 
TRACKS 


£3" 


Dropni^ — 

Old Price £A9 A9 

Rtfl 'Spanish* Range 

jSSSifflS£« 

&«.S§!.£17" 

Three Light Pendant 

SSST. .£36 49 


Opal Effect/Whrtp 

SpheriWl Cemng 

Lamp J" Mn 9 _ 

Max 60W £A" 

Old Price £6.99. mfr 


(LIGHTING CONTD ) 

B&Q Peart Light Butts 
Pack of 3 
40W. 60W or 100W 
Old Price ‘‘TArt 

Sl.2S.99p._.7?P 

RfngSflmttne 
Huorescent Fitting 
Complete wtth energy 
saving tube & starter 
4fl. 3ow £0 00 

Old Price fill.99_.tV® 9 
-4ft Fluorescent Tube 
40W /v%an 

Old Price £4.49._ .tit 

CERAMIC TILES 

BeBegrove ‘Provencal’ 
Ceramic Floor Tiles 
in Rustic Beige. Rustic 
Stone. Brown or 
Marble effect. 

16 x 23.5cm (approx). 

Box of 10 /1 in 

Old Price £5.99...M-St- 

BAQDortna Plain 
Ceramic WaO THes 
White. 20 x 25cm. 
(approx). Box ol 20 
OW Price riuog 

£12.99. 


B&Q Lesley Plain 
Ceramic Wall THes 
While. 20 x 15cm. 
(approx). Box ot 10 
Old Price ' r A 00 
£5.99. tA'SL 



BM Solid Wooden 
Curtain Poles 
White. Walnut or 
Nalural finish. 

28mm diameter 

yft!S&iM£14S 

£fS&i*»£1fiS 

Swish Fastiack 
125cm (4'11*) ro 99 
Old Price £4.59.fcd 

ELECTRICAL 

Legrard Bakefite Socket 

jSSSSS!!.£1" 

Legrand Bakefite Socket 

2 Gong SOC9022 Art Q9 
Old Price £3.99 : tZ 

MK 2757 PPK Single 
Switched Socket 

Legrand BakeMe 
Switched Socket ro 99 
2 Gartg, 13 amp.JU** 
MKl 125 Twin 
Unswitched Socket 
White. 13 amp r c 40 

Old Price £5.99.tD^ 

MK Twin Switched 

Socket 

2747 White ££*99 

Old Price £7.69.fcO 

Legrand Ceiling Switch 

1 Way 5amp 

White CRS9004 £099 

Old Price £3.39.U 

Bakefite 

Junction Bax 494 
20a. Brown £-139 

Old Price £1.79.tl 

2 Way Rush Plate 
Switch _ 

2 Gang. 2286003 £099 
Old Price £4.79.tX 

Rat TWtn ft Earth 
Cable 6242T 

I.Ommr White • 

50 metre reel rc.99 

OkJ Price £7.99.w 

1 . 5 mm 1 White 

50 metre reel £Q99 

OW Price £13.49 ..XT 

1 . 5 mm 1 White 

100 metre reel m099 

Old Price £ 20 .95.tIO 

2.5mm 1 White 

50 metre reel /Q99 

Old Price £12.49...tV 

6 . 0 mm 1 White 

50 metre reel 

Old Price / *50.99 

Twin ft Earth Cable 
tor Cookers 

6 mm 3 

aTSSSB®..!!* 4 * 

Ring/Main Cable 

2.5mm 1 White 

10 metre length A A .99 

Old Price £6 99. %rr 

Selflx TV Aerial 

For loft or exterior fitting. 

includes 33' coaxial 

lighting 

Synapse SN3000 Exterior 

Twin Spotlight 

Old Price /4Q.99 

Maria Theresa 5 Ann 
Celling Pendant light 
Fitting wtth Glass 
Droplets Mo* 40 wafts 

OW Price £49" 



DOWN. 


(BATHROOMS CONTD.) 

■Splash’ Toilet Brush 
and Holder 

Plastic. Available In 

White. Champagne, 

Misty Grey. Nfely Peach 
and Misty Pink Art 70 

Old Price £2.99. 


KITCHEN 



Cristal Kitchen 
Harmony KH1 
Ceramic Wall Tiles 

15 x T5cm. (approx). 

Box of 18 Plain. 

Oka Price /c jo 

£7.99. £6.99..... 

B&Q Splosh Ceramic 
Wall Tiles 

in Blue. Fawn. Sage or 
Pink.l5x 15cm (approx) 
Plain or Motif. 

Box of 36 ££*99 

Old Price £8.99...tOSw 

B&Q Michelle 
Ceramic Wall THes 
15 x 15cm. (approx). 

Box ot 36 

Peach, Plain ao 99 
Old Price £9.99...fcOpww« 
Grey Border 

or Mottt AQ 09 

Old Price £10.99 .tX>& 
Beflegrove White 
Cemrip Wall Wes. 
15x : t5cm. (approx). 

Bax at 18 

Old Price A 909 

£4.99. £3.99-L3«» 

B&Q Non-S&p AH 
Purpose Ceramic TBe 
Adhesive & Grout 

Large size. 

Fixes and grouts up to . 

OIdPr1ce£12-25... £9" 

BATHROOM 

RamaCollection 
Bath Tap* 

SonSplated £4499 
Old Price £15.99. .ill 
Roma Collection 
Basin Taps 

Sromeptafed £099 
Old Price fill.99 ...W" 
Roma Coflection 
High Neck Sir* 

Polar Taps 
Pair. 

Chrome ptated £4099 
Old Price £17.99.1.1 £ 
Roma Collection 
Dual Flow Ceramic 
Deck Sink Mixer 
Chrome plated 

. £33 AS 

Roma Collection 
Dual How Monobloc 
Sink Mixer 
Chrome plated 

£42.99^... £29** 

Single Styrene 
Bam Screen 
Fully framed 

Silver effect £4 Q99 
Old Price £24.99 1, IO 


Heron Pearl CaHection 
Styrene Comer Entry 

Shower Enclosure 

Stiver effect. To suit frays 
760mm 1 and 800mm 1 
Old Price /7Q59 
£129.99.l |7 

Cavalier Luxury 
Shower Tray 
With integrajpanets 
800 mm x 800 mm. 

White __ 

Old Price 

£39.96.tA# 

Gainsborough Electric 

|Jle3(» 7kW 

SKT £69" 

Balmoral Wooden 

Mahogany effect. £ 
Antique Pm® — 

effector 
Solid Pine. 

OH Price /1A-99 

£16.99.—• 

Sofid Plastic Toilet Seat 

While £A99 

Old Price £12.99.- fcO 


B&Q Canon Stainless 
Steel Inset Sinktop 
Single bowl, single 
drainer, left hand. 

940mm x 485mm. 

Old Price 90 

B&Q Catron Stainless 
Steel Ron Front Sink 
Single bowl, single 
drainer. Left or right 
hand sit-on. 

1000 x600mm. 

Old Price £0£. 99 

£47.99._.£30££ 

3m Kitchen Worktops 
30 mm thick x 
600mm wide. 

Various colours. 

Old Price >rt/i 05 

£27.95.;......£Z4~2 


. 1 


Homark Economy 
Cooker Hood 

3 speed. Slide controls 
and light. 60cm wide. 
Brown. 

Old Price . £OA 99 
£49.99.£34*^ 

Homark Starpack 
Appliance Pack 
Comprising conventional 
electric oven, standard 
cooker hood and 
gas hob. 

Available in Brown 
or White 

SSBfH-. ...£279" 

FURNITURE 

Portswood Tubular 
Metal Occasional 
Holley . 

in White wtth castors. 
Self-assembly £4 A 99 
Old Price S29.99t.lH- 

Portswood Tubular 
Met at Ht-R Trolley 

In White or Black vrith 
castas. Setf-assemby 

8aeL_is»»* 

Portswood Tabular 

Metal 3 Tier Waft Unit 

In White or Black. 

Self-assembly 

Old Price £4099 

Portswood Tubular 

Metal 5 Tier Wall Unit 

In White or Black. 

Sertf-assembty 

Old Price '' £0099 

Round‘Decor* 
Occasional Table 
Natural a 4 OO 

Old Price £5.99—t/f 

New Portswood 
Bookcase 
Mahogany effect. 

760mm 

Old Price £4MZ99 

£19.99, £17.99^..tlD -ary 

Directors Chak 
AvaBaWein Red.White, 
or Black £099 

Old Price £14.99 tY^. 7 

Fafrdown White 
4 Drawer Chest 
With easy to clean 
surfaces 

750W x 3950 x 750H 

gf.S&_.£29-" 

FLOORING 

Bathroom Sculptured 
|Carpet 

1 suffrTOle for the bath¬ 
room. 100% polypropy¬ 


lene pfle. AnHsflp waffle 
backing. Available in 
various colours. 

6" wide approx. 

Per linear tt. £099 

Old Price £449....tO 

Regular Carpet 


Prolongs the life ot the 
carpet- Reduces heat 
loss. Reduces noise 
and vibrations. 

Covers lOsq-yds 

ggSKsu-wflO? 9 

HOOT Gripper 
For concrete and 
wooden floors. 

£&£&».£3" 



Cuisine Carpet Tiles 
Hardwearing. daln 
resistant. Available in 
various colours 
Box ot 5 Wles. Covers 
approx 0.8m 1 

SSS*.£«2. 


d: 1 ! 


(CARPETS CON1D.) 

Southsea Coflectfon . 
Self-Adhesive Vinyl 
Floor Tiles 

Pink Victorian 

30.5 x 30.5cm. (Approx) 

Old Wee £3.49...£2£2- 

HOUSEHOLD 

Plysu Super Mop 
Oatmeal 

Sponge Head ac 00 
Old Price £6.19.t3 ■ 

Plysu Refuse Bln ■ 
Includes IkJ. Black. 

80 litres a# 00 

Old Price £8.99 ...:.E*a • 

Plysu Refuse Bln 
Includes ltd. Green 
80 Litres a^40 

Old Price £9.99.t./ 

Swing Bln 
Oatmeal. 

Old?rtce S12.99.E11* 49 
Plysu Lift Ud Bin 
OatmeaL 9 Litres ro 99 

Old Price £4.99.fc-5 

Plysu Pedal Bin 
Oatmeal. 24 Litres rr%A9 
Old Price £11.99...ty 

Vieda 
Super Mop 

Old Price £099 

£529, £4.29... £3** 


GARDENING 



LeytordH Hedging 
Conifer 

In 3 litre containers , 
Available In 

Green or Gold Art 70 
Oka Price £3.79 

Bush Roses 
In 3.5 Litre 

containers Art .99 

Old Price £3.99. 

Flowering Heathers 
fn ton pots . -rQ p 

Old Price 99p- 

Sankey Electric 
Propagator 
14" long 

SIKiie-fil** 

BftA Hanging Basket Ktt 

Contains 12" wire hang¬ 
ing basket, fibre Oner, 
bracket wtth fixings, bag 
of compost and 125g 


Cxa Price £9.99_ U* 

BAG Coir Multipurpose 
C o mpost 

Produced from coir fibre 
waste from the coconut 
industry, graded and . 
blended wtth ess e nti al 
plant nutrients. 

40 Litres £039 

OW Price £5.99....SO-'* 

J. Arthur Bower's New 
Horizon Poa t T i eo 
Multipurpose Compost 
Peat-free formula with 
perttte and vermicuHte to 
improve aeration, 
drainage and 
moWure retention. 

35 Litre bog. a 0.49 
Okj Price &.29..._t-5 
80 Litre baa. < 41.99 
Old Price a.49..„.tO 

B&O Multi Purpose 
Compost 

For potting plants, cut- 
lings, hanging baskets 
and seedlings. 

80 Litre bag 

OW Price ^039 

£6.99. £3.99. £3.79 tO 

BAG Rleti Moss Peat 

Soft conditioner 

SSSSBm .£3* 9 


OW Price £3.99. JLO 

BftG Growmore 

Multipurpose granukir • 
fertiHzer lor ftoweis, fruit 
and vegetables. 
Containing 3 main pWnt 
nutrients - nitrogen, 
phostrogon and 

sssasaao** 

BAG Full Size Peat-Free 
Growing Bog 

New Improved 
formulation. OQd 

Old Price £1.29...... 

B&QFulJSfaB 

M e %.._99p 

J. Arthur Bower** 

Mulch and Mix 
Conditions all types of 
son and prepares tor 
oiantina PeaMree. 






(GARD9HNG CONTD ) 

BAG Ground and 
CaniDfistad Bark 
Improves soil and retains 
moisture. 

80 Litre bog re 00 
Old Price £5.99. 




B&G Decorative 
Chipped Baric 

The lotafty natural.way to 
suppress weeds and 
Improve the appecxance 
of your garden. 

60 Litre bag /coo 
Old Price£6.99.._.£D 

Ffesons Tomorita 
Liquid tomato terftlizer 
with magnesium. 

1 litre boffle Art og 
OkJ Price £3.99.tZ 


B&G liquid 
Tomato Feed 
1 Litre bottle 
OW Price 
£3^9 

£2* 79 


Phostrogon Plant Food 

Soluble, all purpose food. 
2A3kg super 

•SZSS&StlA 39 

3.89kg bucket £099 
OW Price £10.99...t/ ,s " 
Phostrogen 
‘Easyteeder’ Extra 
Handle twists tor on/off. 
Select lighter or heavier 
spray. Includes 125g 
pack of ptant food. 

sse;. .£ 4 " 

ICI Triple Action 
•Grass Hopper 1 
Feeds lawns, kills weeds, 
controls moss. Contains 
2.40, dicamba and fer¬ 
rous sulphate. 4.5kg with 
ready to use spreader 
treats 67sq.m. 

OW Price £1139 

£9.99, £6.99.tO 

ICI 'WeedoT 

For treatment ol weeds 
between flowers, shrubs 
and trees. Fast acting 
and roinfast. kills all 
green tissue (except 
mosses and liverworts). 
Contains dlquat and 
paraquat. 5 sachets 
treats84sq.mefres 

ssc:._£3 w 

ICI ■Pathdeai* 

For weed free paths and 
.drives. No! for cultivated 
areas. Contains aminotri- 
a 20 le. dlquat, paraquat 
and simazlne. 5 sachets 
treat 84sq-m /x^9 

ow Price £ 5.49 . Ly 

8 sachets treat 

134sq. metres £0 99 

OW Price £9.99.t/ 

Greenscape Weedkiller 
Multipurpose weedkiller 
tor paths, drives, around 
established frees and 
clearing cultivated areas 
before planting. 

Contains gtyphosate. 
750ml spray treats 
22 5sq.mefres /x .99 

OW Price £2.99.fc™ 

Ftsons Evergreen Extra 
Lawn Feed 
With weedkiHer and 
mosskPler. Contains 
MCPA, mecoprop and 
ferrous sulphate. 3.5kg 
treats 100 sq.m. 

Old Price AC jpg 

£9.49. £6.99..t~> 

BftG Ant KHler Powder 
Contains bendtocarb. 

SS.£1" 

B&G Ant KHler Lacquer 
Aerosol spray for hard 
surfaces (e.g. skirting., 
boards) wherever there 
are signs of crawling 
Insects. Contains 
cSazinon. 250ml aerosol 

. £1" 


« YOU SUV; 
SAFfiY 


£7" 


(GAfStSNMG CONTD.) 

Murray Yard King 20211. 
Petrol Rotary Mower 
3.5hp Briggs ft Stratton 
Classic Engine and 

side 

discharge cut 

£ 99 . 99 !?..... £97" 

Murray Yard King 21661 
Petrol Rotary Mower 
With grass cofiectton. 

7 position height 
adjustment. 3775hp 
Briggs ft Stratton 

!fe^:£l79« 

Ftymo Chevron RE350 
Etectifc Rotary Mower 
Wtth rear rafter, automatic 
broke, grass collection 

and cable. £400 99 
i 4 - cut-...twer^ 

Mountfteld Princess 
Bectric Rotary Mower 

With rear roller, 
grass collection 
■ and cable. 14” .cut 

SSmSL. £168 59 

Mountfteld Emblem 
Petrol Rotary Mower 
With grass collection and 
multi position height 
adjustment. 

Iff-cut 

£248" 


Rymo E30 Bectric 
Hover Mower 
With cable. 12" cut 

SBC.£69*’ 

SOverifne ManuaBy 
Operated Cylinder 
Moyiror 

3 position height 
adjustment and grass 
collection. 15“ cut 

SKC.£36” 

Qua least Concorde E30 
Deluxe Electric 
Cylinder Mower 
With rear roller, 
grass collection 
and cable. 17 cut 

8SS&.£78” 

Rehau Green Lawn 
Reinforced Garden 
Hose 

’/«■ diameter. 

50 metre length. 

gffl£.. &\* 

Gardena 1910-2B 
Adjustable Spray Gun 
with flow control and 

S&M£t.£3” 

Premiere 3 Litre Pressure 
Prtae£T9.99... . £ 12 " 


Fteons Maxi Lawn 
Spreader 

IB* width far easy 
application and marker 
wheels tor extra 
accuracy. 

OW Price £QA9 

£14.99,29.99. tX 

ICI ‘NBracle-Gro’ 

Plant Food 

Concentrated water 
soluble plant food. 

Tkgpack 

Old Price £099 

£3.99. £2.99. V/T 7 

ICI MIrocteGto 
‘HoCtog 1 Garden and 
Lawn Feeder 
Fils standard garden 
hose pipe. Fast 
application. 

OW Price IA.99 

£ 7 , 99 -... tfr 




Gardena Hose Reel 

with hose and 

Price £2&9.. £29^ 

Harcostar Water Butt 

wBh tap and IW. 

37 gallons/ 

JS!!S a M*£16” 

50gollons/ 

22 /Jlfres. £4099 

Old Price £44.99 tlx 

pfysu Plastic 
Garden Can 
with coarse rose. 6 5 Litres 

gSTS^SS-.£1- 75 

Wilkteson Sward 
'CtanW Deluxe 
Digging Fork ft 
Digging Spade 
Ola Price £4£*99 

£23.99each. t. IO«* 

Workman 

Notched Shear aa 09 
Old Price £11.99 ..tO 

WHktnson Sword 
•Series 900' SmaH 
Bypass Pnmer £099 

OW Price£T2.25...t/ 

Workman Dta^ng 
Spade and fork ££*99 

Old Price £7.99.fcOucti 

Wilkinson Sword ‘Power 

.£7" 

Wnkinson Sword 
•Cfasdc' Garden Rake 

ssse.£12" 

WUklnson Sword 
•Classic’ Dutch Hoe 

.gjsr..,£i 3 ” 

WRKinson Sword 
•Classic' Edging Knife 

.£11" 

Wilkinson Sword 
‘Ctossfc’ 3 Prong 
CuWvatw MJ 09 

OW Price £17.99 .fcMr" 

WBkiMon Sword 
'Classic' Hand Folk 

SBC..£4" 


£ 12 " 


£13" 


£16" 


(GARDLN1NG CONTD.) 

WRkinson Sword 
•Classic 1 Hand Tfowei 
Old Price ac 99 

£749...™.£5-" 

WUklnson Sword 
•Classic’ 22" lopper 

SfS’ ce . £17" 

Wilkinson Sword 
•Classic 8 " Notched 
Shear 

SR5&.£14" 

WUklnson Sword 
•Classic' Lawn Shear 
Old Price £4 £*99 

Wilkinson Sword 
•Classic Deluxe 
Hand Shear 

SSS:.£13" 

WHktnson Sword 
Standard Anvil 

CHdMce £14.99... £9" 

WBkiRson Sword Super 
CutPraner Artoo 

OW Price £16J25 -LV 
Cold Frame 42 
For easy access and con¬ 
trolled venttiation. 4‘ 2*/<" 
(1290mm) x 2' 07/ 
(630mm) x 1 'a" (380mm) 
net height approx. 

Self-assembly, 

E39.S&.... £28" 

Chelsea Collection 86 
Aluminium Greenhouse 
with Integral gutters, 
smooth action sliding 
door, roof vent and horti¬ 
cultural glass. Sett-assem¬ 
bly. External dimensions - 
2536mm x 1924mm x 
2046mm (ridge height)- 

EldTW^... .£159" 

Larch-Lap Ttellls Panels 

Old Price £4.99.. £4 50 
Larch-Lap Longlife 
Expanding Cedar Trellis 
No treatment required. 
Expands to 6 ' x Vh’ro 99 
Old Price £3.99.ti 

Larch-Lap Log Roll 
450mm x 18“ x T metre 
OW Price // 00 

£9.99...£ 6 " 

Larch-Lap Fence Post 
25 Year Guarantee 
against rot. 

6X3"x3” £0 99 

Old Price £4.99.to 

9*x3'x3" ac 99 

OW Price £6.99.tj’ 

Metpost Post Support 
For fence posts 
74mm-78mm 

Old Price £5.49.... £4" 

3-X24" 

gST!”.£3-" 

Terracotta ‘BeH’ Pot 
13"diameter ax 99 

Old Price £8.99. tAr* 

Terracotta Standard Pot 
12 " diameter £099 

OW Wee £649.LZ 

15’A" diameter aa 09 
OW Price £12.99 ...tO 
Lotus Mermaid 
180LV Pump 
Low voltage fountain and 
waterfall pump suitable 
. for continuous 

S n d n S§e£69.99£49" 

KHe Rotary 
Clothes Drier 
Aluminium frame. 

OWPrice £22.99 £15" 

HBIs Merlin Rotary 

Clothes Drier 

125ft. 3 arms. £099 

OW Price £ 15.99...ty^ 

CEMENT & 
BUILDING 

Readymix Drypack 
Post Mix 

SHsaffio" 

Readymix Drypack 
Black Bitumen 
Macadam 

^X^S':...£3 A9 

Beadymlx Drypack 
BrfckWyfng Mortar 

®& w ^'£3" 

Readymix Drypack 
Coarse or Rm Concrete 

S5 g P& w S 9h, £3’ 5 

Readymix Drypack 
Sand Cement Mortar 

gS^SS ”:..^ 55 

Camden Btekfers 
Wheelbarrow me 09 

Old Price £19.99 tIO 


; £49" 


PLASTER & 
COVING 

B&S General purpose 
Interior Filler 
Easy to sand, smooth 
finish. Small size, rtrto 
OW Price £M9.77 K 








The Home of D.I.Y 


(PLASTER A COVING CONTD.) 

Blue Hawk Finishing 
Plaster 

12.5kg 

g 0 *" 00 .£ 2 -« 

Blue Hawk Plaster 
Coving 
Pock 016 
2m x TOOmm 

SSSS.£12£*. 

2m x 127mm 
OWPrice rAA 09 

Covemoster Coving 
2m. Pock of 6 Art go 

Old Price £13.99 ..tX 

Warmaline Celling and 
Wall Veneer 

OWPrice £1.79., ...£1 W 

PAVING & 
WALLBLOCKS 


(ROOF. FEU & GUTTER. CONTD.) 

Mariey 68mm 

Rainwater Pipe 

27 j" x 3m Black £039 

OWPrice £7.79 f-J 



Money Deepflow 
Gutter 3m Black £ a 99 
Old Price £T0.49...trr 

LEISURE 

FURNITURE 

•Warwick' White Resin 
Slacking Chair r m 95 
Old Price £4.50.L4 

Regatta Boxed Potto Set 

Weatherproof 80cm 
round tcfale, 4 high back 
chairs, complete wtth 
parasol and 4 washable 
chair covers. (Excludes 
parasol base) 

.£59" 

Irving Picnic Table 
Self-assembly. 

All fixings included. 

Old Price £00.99 


£39" 


*Tha roestone' 

York Pairing Slab 
Grey, Red or Sandstone 
450mm x 450mm 
x 34mm rA -jo 

OW Price £1.25.tT« 

‘Thamestone' 

Pressed Paving Slab 
Natural. Red or sandstone 
450 x450mm ortn 

OW Price 99p.07^ 

‘Countryside’ 

Smooth Pairing Slab 
Natural 

600 x 600 x 37mm Art 99 

Old Price £2.85. tX. 

Screen Wall Leal Block 
290 x 290 x 90mm a 4 99 

Old Price £1.75. 

■Countryside' Pitched 
Face Watting Block 
Buff. 

190 x 65 x 100mm 0 O 0 
Old Price 45p.•3V H 

ROOFING 
FELT AND 
GUTTERING 

Mariey 38kg Heavy 
Weight Roofing Felt 
10m x 1m. Green 
Mineral Finish. £OA9 

OW Price £7.99. L r" 

Corolux 3" Profile Clear 
PVCRoofsheet 

Old Price £6 29.... £4" 
Old Price £ 8.49 . £ 6 " 

ofd Price £10.49... £7" 

Mariey CHpmaster 
Gutter 

1 12 mm x 2m Grey Art 49 
OW Price £5.79 ....tX* 
Mariey 68 mm 
Rainwater Pipe 

2 Yi"x 2 m 

SEftce** .£2" 

OWPrice £5.99. £2" 


48" 12 Slat Bench 

Traditional Style bench 
with wrought iron ends 
and 12 treated hard¬ 
wood dots. Self-assembly 

.£24" 

BARBECUES 

Pro-Chef Jet Star Gas 

Barbecue 

With Regiiator 

.£89" 

Balmoral Grill 
14W diameter. 23" 
cooking height, food/ 
bottle tray, spit a*c 99 
assembly.LIJ 

Buckingham Grill 
5 level adjustable grill. 

177/ diameter, food/ 
bottle fray, food 
warming rack, £04 99 
spit assembly.LZ I 

Windsor Grill 

5 level adjustable grill. 

197/ diameter. 277/ 
cooking height, 
(ood/bottie ray. 
wheels for easy £0099 

manoeuvring ...UL 7 

Hurst Trolley Grill 
Chrome plated cooking 
grid, warming rack and 
spit fork two wheels 
for easy 

manoeuvring. AOQ.99 
plywood fray ...Lj7 

Deluxe 10 Piece 
Stainless Steel/Oak 
Finish Barbecue Tool Set 

.£14" 

MOTORING 

WD40 Aerosol 

Stops squeaks, protects 
metal, loosens rusted 
parts and frees sticky 
mechanisms. 

400ml £439 

OW Price £2.49.tl 


B&Q's PEAT POLICY 



B&Q offer a comprehensive range 
of peat-free garden products that 
perform every bit as well as peat 
based products and sell at 
competitive prices. B&Q also offer 
a range of peat based products - 
but we don’t sell peat from 
environmentally sensitive areas, 
known as SSSI’s (Sites of Special 
Scientific Interest)._ 






OPEN ALL 
OVER EASTER 

OPEN MONDAY TO SATURDAY 8am to 8pm. 
(INCLUDING GOOD FRIDAY AND EASTER MONDAY). 
Most stores are also open EASIER SUNDAY 9arrv6pm. 
B&Q Jersey closed Good Friday. B&Q Isle of Mon open 
2pm-5.30pm Good Friday. B&Q Bfham open 9an>6pm 
_ Good Friday and Bank Holiday Monday. _ 

FREE DELIVERY 

When you spend £100 or more. 
Anywhere in Mainland UK, Isle of Wight, 
Isle of Man, Jersey and Guernsey. 

Not available in Northern Ireland. 

RING 081-466 4166 
FOR YOUR NEAREST STORE 

Qflere are subject to availability. Sizes shown ore approximate. 
Some ol our smaller Supercentrss may not stock the full range ol 
products, please 'phone K> check before travelling. 

Old Prices did not apply in B&Q DEPOT. 
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A year after the nation prepare d to go to the polls, a look at how the winne rs and losers hay efared 

The sad wife 

John Major 
left behind 

While the prime minister runs the country, 

Norma Major has run for cover, says Tim Walker 


MARK BUDGE 


A few days before last year's gener¬ 
al election, Norma Major was 
asked if she could have coped 
with the idea of her husband 
losing. He had been in No 10 for only 16 
months, she had replied, so no, she 
wouldn’t have found ft hard to have gone 
back to a normal life. As she said, the 
family had not yet lost touch with what it 
had had before. 

Whether, a year on from the Conserva¬ 
tives* election victory, the Majors are still 
the family they were, can only be guessed 
at by outsiders, but die strain of being 
married to die prime minister has plainly 
taken a heavy toll on Mrs Major. The 
pinnacle of her husband's career has 
turned out to be her personal nadir. 

What Mis Major has had to put up 
with is appalling. A lot of people should 

fed guilty about the way _ 

they treated her, not least 
foe snobbish, misogynis- 
tic dvil servants at No 10. 
who. her former secretary 
Barbara Wallis says, 
made her life hell on earth 
in foe early days, treating 
her as lithe more than a 
chattel. 

We in the media were 
also Jess than hospitable. 

Like those prissy old dears 

in Terence Rattigan's play _ 

Separate Tables, we felt 
quite unable to restrain ourselves from 
picking on every one of the social failings 
we perceived in her after she stumbled so 
unexpectedly into our midst she wore foe 
same blue dress on two consecutive public 
occasions. Well, my dear. 

A shy. quiet woman who only ever 
wanted a peaceful life, she could have 
done without all of this. Pat Dessoy. her 
sister-in-law, concedes that it has been 
tough for her, but she takes the view that if 
you are married, you support your 
husband- “It doesn’t matter whether that 
means you have to adapt or have to do 
things you don’t Uke," she says. “You have 
to put up with it” 

However, Mis Major has begun to 
show signs that she is getting a little tired 
of having to put up with it Since her 
unhappy trip to Canada with her hus¬ 
band last December, when she finally 
appeared to buckle and announced that 


she couldn't face a state banquet, she has 
retreaded to her mock-Tudor home in 
Huntingdon, Cambridgeshire, and all 
but disappeared from public view. 

The nffw-iai explanation is dial she is 
working on a coffee-table book about the 
history of Chequers. Her friends and 
neighbours tell a different story — of a 
woman who has had enough and shutout 
from her life her husband’s job and 
everything that it entails. 

Sue Winn, who lives not far from Mrs 
Major, says she feds as if the prime 
minister’s wife wants her to put on an act 
when they meet; and not say anything 
about her husband and what he might be 
doing in London. “I keep the conversa¬ 
tion on ordinary tilings, such as bow ber 
daughter Elizabeth is getting on,” die 
says. “That is what she seems to want” 
Eyebrows were raised 
when Mrs Major refused 
to join the other wives at 
the G7 summit meeting 
in Munich last July. “The 
wives aren't going to 
achieve anything.'’ she 
told Dulde Atkins, a fid- 
low “Westminster wid¬ 
ow”. "What is the point in 
spending the t ax pa y ers' 
money sending me 
along?” To a newspaper 

_ reporter who askea why 

she wasn’t going, she 
snapped: “I’m not a paid public servant I 
can choose what I do and where I go.” 
Peter Brown. Mr Major's agent says 
frankly that he doesn’t believe Mrs Major 
will find real happiness until her husband 
leaves No 10. What sustains her, he feels, 
is that she believes that once he leaves 
office, they will be able to resume an 
ordinary marriage. She. even has a 
romantic notion of taking him up the Nile 
with heron a Jong-delayed holiday. 

If she is not awaiting the day with actual 
impatience, she is certainly dear in her 
mind about how long she is prepared to 
wait As her old friend Baroness Blatch, 
the education minister, says, Mrs Major is 
more or less reconciled to her husband 
trying for another term to see through his 
policies. Beyond that. Baroness Blatch 
cannot see her quietly sitting back and 
letting him continue for a third term or 
remaining as leader of the Opposition if 


Tm not a 
paid public 
servant I 
can choose 
where I go’ 



What a difference a year makes: Norma. Major on the hustings for her husband in 1992. Now she keeps out of the public eye as much as possible 


he loses the next election. She adds that 
Mis Major would be oonsdous of her 
husband's popularity ratings and would 
be the first to tell him to step down if they 
JeU beneath a certain level 
In the meantime, as Mrs Major sits at 
Huntingdon waiting for John finally to 
come home, she has become almost 
jealous of the wife of the man he defeated: 
Glenys Kinnock. Not long ago, she saw a 
photograph of Mrs Kinnock standing 
proudly beside ber son Stephen after he 
had graduated from Queens' College. 
Cambridge, and read elsewhere that she 
was managing to find the time to go to the 
theatre twice a week with die former 
leader of the Opposition. “I did feel ‘How 
nice for her, how pteasant’,*’she remarked 
wistfully. “Woukfnt it be lovely to do 
that?" 

• Nonna, Tim Walker's biography of Mrs 
Major, is published by Fourth Estate (£14.99). 


Fi 


Whatever happened to 
last April’s losers? 


MULTI YORK 


EASTER EVENT 



SENT 


The Finest Quality Upholstery Direct From The Maker 

40% 


50% 


off 

EX-DISPLAY 

GROUPS 

for immediate delivery 


30% 


off 

READYMADE 
GROUPS 

for immediate delivery 

Sofas from £600. Suites from £1495 
Supplying High Quality Furniture That Is Real Value For Money 


up to 

off 

MADE TO ORDER 
UPHOLSTERY 
in selected fabrics 


BRIGHTON.-25 OunwuSaiiw. Tc» tea, no wHwTAt- 0273208891 

BRISTOL._1601 REm Street. Bet. CSMlmnon Hota —0272 272323 

BROMLEY-— W17 WtsmcnaMW H/ce, BB*o Hwttkt -jQ814642253 

CAMBRIDGE_1 Mltom ftno, O Mtchams Ccrch-0223313483 

CHS.1H>MM^31/3BR]riund Sr. Nr TrcHoivTmflYOUK»t-0242 242243 

COLCHtSlER 1 ViuREW^SrMir.WMToutMffi Cbidc..— 0006 42007 

DERBY___ 1 1/13 Bumoraw Luc. Of* Sr. Kicks Street -033243013 

GUILDFORD _8 North Si. Opf> Aaons rtawroi/Joe CBnw_^.0483 451623 

HARROGATE—3335 PAfmnon Sibbst. Owotie Daawns __0423 527966 

HORNCHURCH... 187 ttaSraffii, Next ioT»cKMtf8He»_0708470299 

KENSINGTON—2S38 Truve Puce. Bet. Musa*c A Tube—071 5692303 

KINGS ROAD-555 Kwcs Raw (Rum Be}. SWS-071 371 5029 

KINGSTON.._3BK0 East SPBT. OmniE Mam Pur OpnEE_081 5465040 

LOUGHTON_165*HBti too.Qffosna Souow)Pi*™—OBI 5004123 


MANCHESTER — 1B14Sr.MmYsGut,Bet.MSSOweaME—J361 8394339 WEYGHEDCX. 


Rysroi g— I-BaBiHcH8ngi,ltanBftn>Hir„.— 0622 

MELUS SUFFOL K.-He Op Mu. ftfcus; BEtA14(YM3, NR Rm.Xwo— 0379 783413 
NOmHAKPTOfi—lOZAABKJraSr.OwaroRwItomwiV'TW.—£60428545 

NORWICH--toriOl PrmxcfWausRo. text to Horn. rtesaN-0603 618839 

PMIIEftSORtB1_30gBiiaaiL>nL Om4B! l>*i iaF .. 0 81686 7S14 

REAIIWG—. - Vteixur Street. Wax m Wcxes OXY. Sran 0734 583052 

B OyALTU NBHPGEWBXS loanig&uBMf Boa. QwwO—J89B528611 

»*Em&D-»O*«BiSau«*,Off0BBE0eBBWi»-0742722901 

SCTJ to U .. . - 3awQlfttLwg.OppBEWiBDaiwn«BffSmHe-4Xg1 7112922 

S T. ALB ANS - IBO^stwch Place. Ifemnc To** Hu _— 0727B38S9 

SUTTON-GtoEfto^CftwiEMwftXTOTCE_0816433040 

SUTTO N COLD HELD15 MB* Grey ftaw. Oppoot the Ubwbt_-0213233240 

SW ISS COT TAGE—FwpRErBaw^ Haw Boois_ - —0 71 7227810 

WATFORD-l25T*FM«tOK>.Titft*oss«wuiF_0823230042 


.fiEimCHWOiSneT.NR.ST.jNCsCHUCH-—-09328S8380 


lor 58 former MPs this 
week is foe first amriter- 
saiy of their defeat For 
some it meant having to re¬ 
enter a hostile real werid that 
they bad not seen for nearly 
two decades. For a few, such as 
Mid-Staffordshire's Sylvia 
Heal, visiting the Commons 1 
briefly as spectacular by-dec- 
tion winners, and just waiting 
for the day their results would 
be reversed, it would be easier 
to adjust Far all a chapter had 
ended; just how were foe 
victims, of the 1992 poll get¬ 
ting on? 

Rosie Barnes and John 
Cartwright were the two inde¬ 
pendent sitting MPs in Green- 
wi ch and Woolwich who had 
watched the SDP collapse. 

Rosie Barnes admits to 
being “heart broken on the 
night". Even now, she laughs, 
she still gets letters from con¬ 
stituents that sympathise with 
her defeat and then go on to 
say. "But anyway, about my 
drains..." 

Her family shared her dis¬ 
appointment. but she has 
cheered up now: “I found font 
I had more time and more 
fr e e dom . 1 even had time to 
think about what dothes I was 
wearing. As far as I was 
concerned my political career 
was over, 1 went down with the 
ship." 

John Cartwright accepts 
that too. It was, he add me 
“numbing to realise it was all 
over". It meant an end to 40 
years in politics. “The constitu¬ 
ency became more important 
to me than anything," be says. 

Others take a different atti¬ 
tude. Hugo Summereon, foe 
former Conservative member 
for Walthamstow is confident 
that he win be back, though be 
flunks his opposition to the 
Maastricht T reaiy “might lead 
to a little delay". He gained his 
seat in 1987 on the back of a 
62 per cent rate rise by tire 
local labour council. His con¬ 
stituency was one in a belt 
around London which swung 
to Labour, a phenomenon 
which also took the Lewisham 
seals of ministers John Maples 
and Cohn Moynihan and 
helped Glenda Jackson gain 
Hampstead and Highgate. 


Former MPs struggle to rebuild 
their lives after being abandoned by 
foe voters, reports Liam Jarnecki 



Cohn Moynihan: 
Elf consultant 


Rosie Barnes: 
Birthright head 


Chris Patten: 
in Hong Kong 



tremendous need for a fresh 
start". Her tiny majority had 
focused her mind through 
those years, and she “spent 
virtually every weekend work¬ 
ing in the constituency and 
. befog a ministeron weekdays” 
—a woridoad which inevitably 
took its toll on foe rest of 
her life. 

StiD. when one traces where 
the 58 are now, few have sunk 
without trace. Chris Patten left 
foe Cabinet to become gover¬ 
nor of Hong Kong Colin 
Moynihan does consultancy 
work for EH John Cartwrit 
now works on the Pol 
Complaints Authority. Rosie 
Baines is foe head of Birth¬ 
right, the research charity of 
the Royal College of 
Gynaecologists and Obstetri¬ 
cians. Others hover round foe 
fringes of Parliament hopeful 
for a crumb or two of incfuJ- 
ice and maybe a lucky 


I 


Sylvia Heat 
brief tenure 


John Maples 
Saatchi executive 


Robert Hayward: 
predicted loss 



John Carton; 
police 


Hugo Summerson: 
suae he will return 


Lynda Chalkier: 
in the Lords 
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NOW OPEN IN CHELTENHAM, SOLIHULL & SUTTON COLD FILED 


chert Hayward, the 
former member for 
Kmswood,' Bristol, 
admits he does not even enjoy 
watching the opposition lose. 
Hayward has become re¬ 
nowned as a statistical wizard, 
so adept at political number- 
crunching that be ap paren t l y 
knew by how much be would 
lose and by how marry seals 
John Major would win. He 
now spends much of his time 
in consuhancy for foe Conser¬ 
vative party, and is studying 
the implications of the bound¬ 
ary changes. It has meant that 

he has stayed at the centre of 
the political scene. Conserva¬ 
tive Central Office. I re¬ 
marked. seemed a good place 
from which to begin a return 
to foe Commons. 

His party association in 
ood. Bristol have yet to 
flieirplans, but many of 
his colleagues believe he is 


likely to get back. He has 
been eyed with a 
son* of the 36 other 
Tories, many of whom are 
sniffing around fora new seat. 

Hayward is 
fortunate that he 
has been able to 
combine his 
work with poli¬ 
tics. For many, 
losing in 1992 
has plunged 
them into re¬ 
newed conflict 
between two ca¬ 
reers — a nerve 
wracking path 
they embarked 
on when first 
elected to a mar¬ 
ginal oonstitiien- 

<y- 

John Maples _ 

was elected in 
1983, rose to become econom¬ 
ic secretary to the Treasury 
under Norman Lamom and 
was tipped to go further until 
the people of Lewisham West 
intervened last ApriL "I had 
hist begun a ministerial post,” 
ne told me, "I was used a lot in 

the election and 1 pictured a 
nice promotion." Although he 
has landed on his feet as a 
chief executive of Saatchi and 
Saatchi he admits to wanting 
to get back. He was recently 
very publidy beaten in the 
selection of the candidate for: 


Some hover 
round the 
fringes of 
Parliament 
hoping for a 
crumb or 
two of 
indulgence 


the Newbury byelection. 

This has highlighted the 
problem, he says. While he 
enjoys his work, he is painfully 
aware of the kmg gap to the 

_ next election, by 

which time 
people might 
have to be re¬ 
minded who he 
is. And, of 

course, even if be 

gets back be 
might be in 
opposition. 

But "It's not 
been the worst 
year to be out of 
politics." he re¬ 
marks philo¬ 
sophically. 

One way of 
proving that 

_ there is life after 

the Commons is 
to enter the Lords. Lynda 
Chalker, a Foreign Office min¬ 
ister. had her 279 majority in 
Wallasey overturned on the 
Thursday, did her washing on 
Friday, received a phone call 
from the prime minister on 
Saturday and was travelling to 
Hungary on Sunday as Bar¬ 
oness Chalker. minister at the 
Foreign Office- 
On foe night, she felt “a 
huge sense of disappoint¬ 
ment”. But being a woman 

who “accepts situations which 
I can’t change" she saw "a 


t has been painfuL Hugo 
Summerson. once foe tri¬ 
umphant winner of trie 
Mills and Boon “Most roman¬ 
tic MP of foe year award” 
freely admits that he cannot 
bear going back yeL John 
Maples no longer listens to the 
Today programme fart to 
Radio 3 because be hates 
hearing the arguments. Even 
Robert Hayward finds himself 
screaming at Parliament on 
televirion, along he says, with 
fifteen rniOkm ofoer people. 

Whfle they all enjoy the 
extra time they have, and most 
fed zdjeved that they are 
spared foe "ridiculous work¬ 
ing hours", the "poinfless com¬ 
mittees” or what one called foe 
“fourth-form behaviour”, 
nearly all agree the prize was 
worth the price. They miss 
being ai the centre of things. 
They miss having their say. 
John Cartwright misses sitting 
on the front bench scrapping 
with Dennis Skinner. Rosie 
Barnes misses foe ludicrous 
pageantry which she neverthe¬ 
less loved. Baroness Chalker 
misses seeing her friends as 
often. The Joss of foe camara¬ 
derie in file House takes 
former MPs a long time to get 
over. They all caiij that 
The night of April 9, 1992 
siays in their minds. Imellec- 
they accept that they 
should not take it personally, 
foat the y were victims of some 
Boater scheme; but some fold 
it easier than others to accept 
— w at least some are more 
willing to admit it 
John Maples concludes 
whar wflj happen, wfll hap¬ 
pen. His canvass returns indi¬ 
cted that he would win. He 
bstened to other MPs predict¬ 
ing their own survival confi¬ 
dently yet who ultimately 

floundered with him. 

His conclusion a year on 
should be heeded by tightrope- 
wai “ n g parliamentarians ev¬ 
erywhere “You can’t believe 
what other MPs say. you can’t 
DeiIevE YDur canvass returns, 
you can’t believe what people 
the doorsteps.” No 
how great a democrat 
you have to kero 
on believing in yoursett 



t MU lUliil 










PAY APRIL S^, 

:oversng^ 


. u>J 11>4. 






>.COvnuNCS ^ C; C 

» £'<!> ■•• • 

iif Apt as 

x.c Ji - :-* •'- 

aADHEsrkc 

t.,. = . v ■ 

wu.u\n (T'+y . 

MLPYi*t«> 2»vi .■••': 


5UY NOW. 

Y NOTHIN;; 

LL JULY, TH: 
MONTHS INTERN 
: REE CREDIT 


rJ i.' r ■■ 
&•> <:>■■ •-- 
ifr ".;••■ ’. 


t. Ks- .• ■•'•• 

uO ' r ' i • '■ -'* 


Isfii.54.if-J * '■ : ■ 
ISHPSIC? 

gfosjr 

0JLAL4TKU ?A:v.;\ 

Juasi 

OL. P*> 


iARDESr 



,n fc * ** 

1*4N>i 

to...• •“•■ 

n 30 > :T '*' 5 C'*** 

1 \\jn3;S'i« ,:v - 


agy* -: n.-Tfi « 


mm 


Dt> Or- -'»■ 

i3L CM T ; 41 

A# VV i 

*V:S V'- 4 * ' ir 


FL'RN 



S%<_. •• ' 



'mv.vSr s ' 
sUSrWS 1 "- ■■ 
.».•••-. • . 


- . \- r 

tUP*****.. 

Afefc P^« 

*v£". * T -" '• • 

"TSV!' 



>NE 


oC ! i 
D ' 


;*SA^ ' 

#RW* 


THE times THURSDAY APRIL 8 1993 


BODY AND MIND 19 


HRT and the 
long view 

A SURVEY has shown that 
even the advocacy of Teresa 
L he e y er ' useful Essex 

«,Kr^ 0 hu t done so much to 
publicise the benefits of 

{!S™ ne ; ep| acraient therapy 
(HRT), has not prevented 
njore than 50 per cent of 
menopausal women who start 
taking the treatment aban¬ 
doning it within six months. 

. a review by Dr Elena Clarke 
m General Practitioner maga- 
zme. on, the reasons why 
women give it up so soon, 
suggests that its long-term 
advantages, so evident to doc¬ 
tors who study the statistics, 
may not be appreciated by 
their patients. They have to 
put up with the immediate 
problems, partial]arty having 
periods in their fifties. 

Dr Garke suggests that 
although HRT alleviates the 
classic, physical menopausal 
symptoms — hot flushes, night 
sweats and vaginal dryness — 
it does not always live up to a 
woman’s expectations as a 
cure for middle-age blues. No 
tablets, for instance, can solve 
the loneliness once the child¬ 
ren have left home. 

Many women do feel better 
in themselves, and more 
cheerful, when having HRT 
but the fundamental benefits 
derived from it — the reduc- 



A new group of drugs can help patients live longer 

Heart problems on the run 



A generation of doctors have 
been happy about their treat¬ 
ment of heart failure, but their 
confidence now seems misplaixd. Statis¬ 
tics have shown that unless we were able 
-to treat the underlying cause of the heart ■ 
strain our prescriptions merely kept the 
patients comfortable, we did not pro¬ 
long their lives. This is now possible with 
the use ofa new group of drugs, the ACE ‘ 
inhibitors, but rather surprisingly they 
have taken time to become established 
and even now fewer than 10 percent of 
patients who need these drugs, which 
could add years to their lives and life to 
their final years, are receiving them. 

A patient who came to the surgery 
complaining of increasing breathless¬ 
ness on exercise; fatigue, and a general 
feeling of either weariness or heaviness 
in the limbs oh exertion, was suspected 
of having left ventricular heart failure, a 
frightening, technical term often per¬ 
haps better and less wonyingly known 
to patients as heart strain, ifthere is a 
finding of high blood pressure, a 
suspicious heart murmur suggestive of ' 
mitral or aortic valve disease, ora history 
of chest pain, then the diagnosis seems 
certain. Confirmatory tests regrettably - 
are often omitted, but the standard 
treatment Digoxin. steadies and slows 
the heart and the diuretic “water pills" 
prescribed with them drain the lungs of 
excess Quid so that patients feel better. 


don in the likelihood of devel¬ 
oping weak and brittle bones 
(osteoporosis) and cardiovas¬ 
cular disease — are not mani¬ 
fest for many years. 

The greatest inconvenience 
of HRT. the persistence of 
periods, may soon be over¬ 
come. Already UviaJ (tibolone) 
is available; this is an artificial 
substance whose action mim¬ 
ics hormones, Iivial should 
not be taken until at least 12 
months after the last period 
but in post-menopausal 
women it effectively treats the 
problems of hot flushes, sweat¬ 
ing and decreased libido. As 
when taking HRT, optimum 
results may not be obtained for 
three months. General Practi¬ 
tioner reports that trials are 
how under way of an 
oestrogen/progestogen tablet 
which can be taken continu¬ 
ously. thereby providing HRT 
without periods. 


Other patients come to their doctors 
complaining of swollen ankles. One 
sight of the ankles spreading over the 
shoes, Or of heavy indentations made by 
the socks into the flesh of die leg, and out 
come die diuretic pills again, and a 
diagnosis of right-sided heart Mure. 
After a day or two's treatment the legs' 


MEDICAL 

BRIEFING 



Dr Thomas 
Stuttaford 


slim down, shoes fit again and the 
patient is satisfied. 

The cause of swollen legs may. and 
very often does,.have nothing to do with 
heart Mure but is caused by troubles 
with the veins of the leg, or even kidney 
or liver disease. However, such a' hasty 
diagnosis without supporting tests may 
fail to uncover the underlying cause of 
the trouble. 

One of the reasons why a casual 
approach to heart failure may hare been 
adopted in the past was that the only 
really effective treatment was to deal 
with the basic cause and if this was not 


possible there was little a doctor could do 
to prolong life. 

ACE inhibitors, it is now accepted, 
should be in the front line of the attack 
on heart Mure. The indications for use 
of ACE inhibitors have recently been 
listed in General Practitioner maga¬ 
zine. They are. or should be. routinely 
prescribed, with standard doses of 
diuretics if need be, for patients with 
symptoms of heart failure, whether 
breathlessness, fatigue, or swollen limbs. 
They should also be given after a heart 
attack, provided that at least three days 
have elapsed since the patient experi¬ 
enced the last of the acute symptoms. 

Care is needed when ACE inhibitors 
are first used because the blood pressure 
M& particularly if the patient is on 
heavy doses of diuretics. Kidney func¬ 
tion must be checked. Many doctors like 
to see the initial care of a patient who is 
do be treated with ACE inhibitors 
undertaken by specialists. 

Professor Desmond Julian, medical 
director of the British Heart Founda¬ 
tion, is adamant that the old approach 
displayed by doctors to heart failure 
must end. and is in fact already 
changing: “A great deal can be done to 
help patients with heart failure however 
old they may be. At least an ECG. 
echocardiogram and a chest x-ray is 
needed to investigate the cause of the 
heart failure as often it can be put right" 


,t. 


Penalties of 
elegance 

WOM EN with a sensitive skin 
should be carefel of trying to 
achieve that neat, crisp look 
which women’s magazines so 
often assures them can ease 
their path to the boardroom. 

Formaldehyde is the basis of 
the chemical which is used by 
clothes manufacturers to keep 
fabrics wrinkle-proof and is 
also pan of most nail varnish¬ 
es. Both the neatly pressed suit 
and the varnish can cause 
contact eczema, also known as 
contact dermatitis — the two 
terms are interchangeable. 

A report in the Journal of 
the American Academy of 
Dermatology found that 1 per 
cent of patients with an unex¬ 
plained contact dermatitis 
were in fact sensitive to formal¬ 
dehyde. This was compara¬ 
tively easily diagnosed when 
found in factory workers who 
had been exposed to tire 
chemical during manufacture 


of the garments, bus it was 
more difficult to pinpoint the 
cause when it occurred in 
middle-aged or older patients 
suffering from wearing form¬ 
aldehyde-impregnated cloth¬ 
ing. The rash appeared on the 
body where the clothes fitted 
tightest 

A group of Swedish doctors 
have been studying the trouble 
caused by the formaldehyde in 
nail varnish. Many of the 
women who suffered were 
slow to realise it was the 
carefully painted nails they 
wore to the office which had 
caused a rash around the face, 
while eyelids were often affect¬ 
ed as well as the hands. A 
surprising number of the IS 
patients studied blamed tire 
VDU they worked at rather 
than the scratching or rubbing 
of the face with varnished 
fingers. The British Journal of 
Dermatology reports thar half 
of the 18 had had to have time 
off work, four had either lost or 
had given up their jobs 
because of the rash, and four 
had been admitted to hospital. 


Aching for 
a cure to 
ulcers 

Are patients being denied a treatment 
which could end their years of 
pain? Jeremy Laurance reports 

F or 33 yeans, oil com- years experienced remarkable 
pany manager cures with the new treatment, 
Kenneth Trott suf- a cocktail of drugs, including 
fered chronic indiges- powerful antibiotics, taken for 
tion and pain caused fay a 


STEPHEN MARKESON 


years experienced remarkable 
cures with the new treatment, 
a cocktail of drugs, in chiding 
powerful antibiotics, taken for 
two weeks. The drugs knock 


duodenal ulcer. After a sleep- * out a bug. naturally present in 
less night in autumn 1991 he the stomachs of up to half the 
came down to watch breakfast population, called Helico- 
television and saw an item barter Pylori, which is be- 
about a new type of ulcer lieved to be crucial in the 
treatment He wrotetohis GP. ; development of ukm. 
who referred him to a consul- “None of the doctors I dealt 
tant and within a month he with recommended the antibi- 
was cured. otic treatment” Mr Trott said. 

On holiday in Kenya last “The reason is dial they are 
Christmas, he decided to put very cautious." 
himself to the test "1 ate and Hard scientific evidence for 
drank everything that came the new treatment is.lacking, 
my way to see if I could There, has been only one 
provoke a recurrence. I had controlled clinical trial which 
curries, nuts, pickled onions, demonstrated its success and 
red and white wine, strong that was over a period of only 

black coffee — all the things one yrar. Specialists remain 

you are not supposed to have locked in dispute over its value 
and I had no gastritis at aD. All and in Britain nine out of ten 

these years doctors have told of the estimated 250,000 ulcer 
me the causes were stress, sufferers are not receiving it 
worry, sex, drink, getting over¬ 
tired. But these never caused it, 
they aggravated it Thai is the 
mistake they have been mak¬ 
ing all these years.” 

All over the world, doctors 
were reaching the same con¬ 
clusion. Patients who had 
suffered grumbling ulcere for 
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affecting more than ? million men. 
About ten percent of men age 
50 suffer impotence- Twenty 
percent of men age r<0 experience 
impotence problems, and forty 
peKx-iii of men m and over suffer 

im JTne^book called The Potent 
Mar contains the latest up-to-date 

information on 

problems - whai can go «™>ng. 

the causes of impotence, how rt 

awJsr.-s 

natural remedies that can be 
2SU effective. You'll discover 
houfa simple home remedy is now 
beina used with a 90% <ucg»s rate 
in men 

impotence for many years- 
„4n l«m bow earn* 

foods nwy prevent impotents 

SSTSr * lhe,r 

P tovmcn are putting up with 

troublesome impotence 

V™' O...V arc not aware of tin 

^^. urnems now available in 

<imp lv send name. 

JSJSS S title With pay- 
k cnl 1 , U T3ru»: nl Came5 Ul Ltd. 

Colettes's • j , or delivery, 

days for 



Out of the boardroom 


Painful memories: Kenneth Trott suffered for 3 3 years until he tried the new drug treatment 
~ dence of a link with 


□ PEPTIC ulcers have lost their rep¬ 
utation as the hallmark of a successful 
career. Although still a major cause of 
fll-health and expense to the NHS. the 
number of cases seen is falling and 
ulcere are more likely to be found in a 
manual worker than in an ambitious 
executive. 

Even 40 years ago statistics showed 
that duodenal ulcers were more preva¬ 
lent in Scotland than in London, al- 
thou gh doctors were still prepared to 
attritftite the number of cases tp the 
hustle and bustle of the urban rat race. 
Their views were not new. Robert 
Louis Stevenson once said that he who 
sows hurry reaps indigestion. Not¬ 
withstanding Stevenson's opinion, and a 
century that has become progressive¬ 
ly more stressful, the number of people 
who have duodenal ulcere has been 
falling for 30 years. Doctore do not know 
why. 

Just as peptic ulceration—the term 
includes both duodenal (intestinal) and 
gastric (stomach) attacks—becomes 
less of a problem, so has its treatment 
improved. Drugs such as Zantac are 
so effective that doctors are now very apt 
•to attend to the symptoms without 
trying to eradicate the cause of the hyper¬ 
acidity associated with ulceration. 

Since the original research by Pro¬ 
fessor Col m O’Morain in Dublin in 


1987. other studies have confirmed 
that ulceration is related to the presence 
of the bacterium Helicobacter Pylori. 
which is commonly found in the stom¬ 
achs of people, many of whom re¬ 
main symptom free. It is estimated that 
at the a^e of 20. a fifth of people in 
the United Kingdom have the bacterium 
in the stomach, and that by the age of 
50. half of the population has acquired 
the organism. 

Ninety per cent of the patients who 
suffer from duodenal and gastric ulcer¬ 
ation. and 70 per cent of those with 
gastric ulcere, have a gastritis related to 
the bacteria. 

At the recent meeting of the British 
Sorie(y of Gastroenterology doctors were 
urged to prescribe a three-week 
course of the antibiotics metronidazole, 
tetracycline and the bismuth salt De 
Nol, or a course, usually of two weeks, of 
Losec and amoxycillan to eradicate 
the bug. at least for a time. This would 
enable the patient to be free of both 
the pain of ulceration and the need to 
continue to take dally drugs in order 
to stay free of symptoms. 

Eradicting H.pylori, rather surpris¬ 
ingly. does not seem to be effective in 
clearing indigestion if it is present 
without ulceration. 

Thomas Stuttaford 


L ast month, at a news 
conference held by the 
British Society of Gas¬ 
troenterology, Dr 
Kenneth McColL a specialist 
at the Western Infirmary, 
Glasgow, blamed “prescribing 
inertia” among GPs and con¬ 
sultants for the Mure to 
switch to the new treatment 
Patients were being wrongly 
treated with expensive ulcer- 
inhibiting drugs such as 
Zantac, the biggest selling 
drug in the world, which heal 
ulcers successfully but cannot 
prevent them recurring. 

Treatment with Zantac or a 
similar drug costs £30 to £60 
for an average course of one to 
two months but most patients 
require repeated treatments. 
Treatment with the antibiotic 


‘I am very 
upset at being 
told that I give 
the wrong 
treatment’ 


cocktail costs £20 and a single 
course is usually sufficient 
Almost £300 million was spent 
on ulcer-inhibiting drugs in 
Britain in 1991, and world¬ 
wide the bill is $5 billion (£3.3 
billion). 

However, Dr McCoD’s re¬ 
marks. which were widely 
reported, met with indigna¬ 
tion from another ulcer spe¬ 
cialist. Dr Kenneth Woimdey. 
a consultant at Dundee Univ¬ 
ersity whose ongoing study of 
500 ulcer patients over ten 
years is one of the largest in the 
world, said they were "not only 
mischievous but positively de¬ 
famatory”, and threatened to 
report Dr McCoD to the Gen¬ 
eral Medical CounriL 

He said there was no evi¬ 


dence of a link with 
Helicobacter Pylori. “Our cur¬ 
rent treatment [with the ulcer 
inhibiting drugs] is absolutely 
magical and my patients are 
fit and well, l am very upset at 
being told that I am giving the 
wrong treatment ana making 
my patients suffer unnecessar¬ 
ily. It is really quite disgraceful 
to jump onto second-hand 
bandwagons and it has pro¬ 
duced very unsatisfactory reac¬ 
tions among my patients." 

The secret of keeping ulcers 
under control is to cake the 
ulcer-inhibiting drugs such as 
Zantac continuously. Dr 
Worrasley said. He felt so 
strongly that he wrote to 
complain to the president of 
the British Society of Gastro¬ 
enterology, Professor Michael 
Hobsley. a specialist at Univer¬ 
sity College hospital. London. 
Professor Hobsley agreed that 
the case for the antibiotic 
cocktail remains to be proved. 
“There is only one hard trial 
which dearly demonstrates 
thar the ulcer doesn’t come 
back and that is only over one 
year," he said. Treatment with 
the cocktail could be very 
unpleasant, causing diarrhoea 
and other symptoms, he 
added. 


BUY A HOSTESS TROLLEY 
AND GET £100 TOWARDS YOUR 
NEXT DINNER PARTY. 


Laughing gas? I nearly died 


if not 

satisfied 


DENTISTS have always had 
a nice line in euphemism, 
from the infamous “This isn't 
going to hurt," to, “Just the 
tiniest pinprick now." I knew 
straight away, therefore, that 
there was pretty serious trou¬ 
ble brewing when my dentist 
informed me in writing that, 
his relations with the National 
Health Service had “been 
strained". 

Too right. A few lines lower, 
there it was: evidence not so 
much of a strain as a rupture. 
And, as always, the pain 
would all be on my side. It 
served me right 1 suppose. I 
.had not been to the dentist for 
substantially longer than the 
recommended six-month 
check-up date. 1 suspected I 
might be due for not so much 
a routine service as a major 
overhauL 

On the face of it nothing 
had changed. The receptionist 
was still on the phone when I 
arrived, as she had been when 
1 left a couple of years earlier: 
the big teddy still sat grinning 
inanely in the hygienist's 
room. But there was one 
impormm difference: from 
now on, extraction would in¬ 
volve the entire contents of my 
wallet 

I was introduced to the 


How private 
dentistry can 
leave a cavity in 
your wallet 

IDPA. Thistums out to be the 
Independent Dental Practitio¬ 
ners’ Association, which aims 
to ensure that “patients stay 
healthy, look good and feel 
good", which would sound 
admirably philanthropic did 
its name not rather suggest a 
very cradle of restrictive 
practices. 

On closer examination of 
their propaganda, 1 discov¬ 
ered that what was on offer 
was “appointments at times to 
suit most schedules" and a 
brave promise in emergencies 
to “try to provide treatment on 
the same day* 1 , albeit with the 
worrying rider. "Please ring 
.early to avoid disappoint¬ 
ment" 

The IDPA also offers “excit¬ 
ing techniques" to "restore 
your mouth to its original 
condition”. J have doubts 
about what that might be. But 
1 was more worried by the 
possible double meanings be¬ 
hind the promise of “no 


compromise" and, worst of all. 
"a detailed written estimate”. 
Experience suggested uncom¬ 
fortable parallels. Whenever a 
garage offers an estimate if 
always sounds a lot more 
reasonable than the final bill 
ever seems to be. I am not sure 
what the dental equivalent of a 
few new spark plugs and an ofl 
change may bt except that I 
am sure I will soon find out 

The initial examination — 
which, as feared, recommend¬ 
ed drilling a hole in my credit- 
card account — lasted less than 
15 minutes. Immediately af¬ 
terwards, signed up without 
the option, I was requested to 
fork out £10. At the time, it 
seemed a pretty good rate of 
pay. But then 1 made a quick 
calculation and discovered my 
garage analogy was more apt 
Sian 1 realised: £40 an hour 
was exactly the rate charged by 
the mechanics. 

What was more important 
to me? My car or my teeth? If 
only I could have joined some 
son of oral AA or RAC. I need 
never have worried about 
emergency treatment again. 
But wait a minute: isn't that 
what the NHS was supposed 
to be? 



Its true, your next dinner party is on us. All you have ro do is buy one 
of the models on offer (HL6240, HL6241, HLG242, HL6243) and well send you £100. 
Bon Apperit. 

Offer runs from 3rd April to 29th May 1993. Redemptions must arrive by I4rh June. 
Send the completed coupon to Philips Hostess Cashback■ Offer, 34 Upper Marlborough 
Road, St Albans, Herts AL1 3UU, For your nearest stockist ring 081 689 2166 ex. 8014. 

1 confirm [Lit I have purchased a qualifying Hostess Trolley (HL6240. HL6241. HLo’42, HL6243I and claim my free £100 
refund. 1 attach my original rill receipt as proof that I purchased my Hostess Trolley between 3.4.93 and 29.5.93. 
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PETER MILLAR CLOSING DATE FOR REDEMPTION: I4rh June 1993. Your rill receipr will be rerurned. See in store for details. 


0 3 , 0(5T(tST'ia 














THE TIMES THURSDAY A PRIL 8 1993 ■*, j 


Philip Howard *f s /- 



■ English words for 
enjoyment are one of life’s 
little pleasures 

E conomists are our modem astrolo¬ 
gers. like the old star-prophets, they 
camouflage their platitudes in pomp¬ 
ous jargon, and always have a plausible- 
sounding excuse to fen. bade on when their 
predictions are proved wrong. The best 
economists should have a bit of style outside 
their dismal trade, tike Maynard Keynes, 
rather than malfunctioning like desiccated 
ca lculatin g machines. 

Thomas Gresham was a stylish economist.* 
a combination of Pkiponf Morgan and 
Keynes of the 16th century, good at making, 
money and giving presents and parties as 
well as doing sums. He was imaginative in 
presents to his Queen Elizabeth, sending her 
from Antwerp such things as “rollers for her 
headpieces ofsflfee". When she visited him at 
the Royal Exchange, he imitated Cleopatra’s 
luxury, and drank her health in a cup of wine 


advance his career, this was an economical 
extravagance that paid off handsomely. 1 bet 
the Treasury’s seven wise astrologers rise to 
nothing more stylish than Chaidonnay and 
i sandwiches. 

Gresham is most famous for his Law, 
which can be summarised as saying that bad 
money drives out good. This is one 
economists’ platitude that actually works. 
And it works for things other than money, 
such as words. Ceaseless use continually 
erodes meanings, and bad and carekss use 

curSityof language has continualy to be 
recoined to replace the coinage that has been 
clipped by common use. Bad coinage drives 
out good, particularly in our value words, 
because of our tendency to exaggerate and 
flatter. English is not rich in words for 
pleasure at the best of times. And we have 
managed to devalue most of our vrords for 
the elusive state. 

Pleasure itsdt derived irregularly from the 
Latin placers to please, and oddly related to 
placid, used to be a much stronger word. 
When the Duke of Marlborough, returning 
from campaign, pleasured his Duchess 
without removing his riding boots, that was 
the old-fashioned pleasure, undiluted by 
modem euphemism and advertising slo¬ 
gans. Our modem pleasure-trips and plea¬ 
sure grounds and “request the pleasure of 
your company” are pale clippings of the 
original coinage. “A pleasure. Lady Agatha." 
is a modem catcbphrase, camping up Oscar 
Wildeish drawing-room comedies. The 
phrase is actually used in Private lives. 
Amanda: "Doyou mind if I come round an d 
kiss you?” Efyot “A pleasure. Lady Agatha.” 
Nod Coward was using an ironic phrase 
that was already popular. 

A pleasure-trip these days is nothing more 
exciting than a coach trip in the rain through 
picturesque scenery, with an amusing guide, 
if you are lucky. But an amusement arcade is 
a collection of dismal sfot-machmes and un¬ 
fathomable computer games at the seaside. 
We English take our pleasures grimly, and 
do not deploy our pleasure vocabulary as 
vigorously as the French with their joie. 
“Joy" is a bit strong, for the English, as both 
word and emotion. 

I ft all right to have a good time. That is 
one of the most important messages of 
enlightenment. It is just difficult to 
persuade the English of this. The American 
injunctiotv M Have a nice day” has spread over 
here, further debasing the word nice, which 
has had a more tangled history than most 
value words. Having started its career in 
English seven centuries ago to mean foolish 
and s£By. it changed its meaning at least 
twice a century from then an, bad coinage 
constantly driving out the good. It even split 
early on, with a meaning when applied to 
women as no better than they should be, fast 
and lascivious, and when applied to gents 
meaning pernickety and minutely accurate. 

This latter meaning, flattering to males, & 
preserved in the noun, nicety. Later it declin¬ 
ed, to become the most vacuous of pleasure 
words, as in “Have a nice day, then.” There 
are intimations that the chameleon word is 
on the turn again, with ironic meaning that 
are not nice at all, as in “WeH, you're a nice 
friend of his, I must say."We need aThomas 
Gresham of language to set up a Royal 
Exchange of words. It would never work. 
Words are more slippery than coins. 
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LITTERBUG WILL PAY HUGE PRICE 

Watch China blossom 


O ne of the most spectacular 
contrasts of the modem 
world is the rise of China and 
the decline of Russia. Both 
went through a similar communist 
experience, Russia from the end of the 
first world war, China from the end of 
the second. Both lost faith in cominimist 
doctrine in the 1970s and 1980s. When 
I visited China for The Times in 1977,* 
the change of mood was already 
apparent The Chinese saw that it had 
been a mistake to follow the Russian 
model, and that Japan bad been right to 
follow the American. 

The two great communist powers 
chose different paths out of Marxism. 
Russia dismantled the political appara¬ 
tus. but left much of tire economic sysr 
'tent in place. Even now there .is no 
free market for most of the Russian 
economy.' China has progressively dis¬ 
mantled tire economic apparatus, but 
has kept the political power structure 
in place. 

With good fortune, the end results 
could be much the same. The optimistic 
view is that Russia, with great mineral 
resources and a relatively well-educated 
population, will start to grow again 
economically in the late 1990s. If Presi¬ 
dent Yeltsin succeeds, the next century 
could see a Russian economic miracle, 
as the beginning of this century did. 
Equally, me economic growth of China 
will produce a substantial Chinese 
middle class, which wilL shape the future 
of Chinese politics, perhaps along the 
lines of Singapore. By2025 the Russian 
economy and the Chinese constitution 
may both have been reformed. 

It is important to flunk in terms of 
2025, because that can give British 
policy a sense of direction. We should be 
moving towards a strong commercial 
and political relationship both with 
Russia and China. They will be among 
the great powers of the next century, and 
should have little or no conflict of 
interest with us. By the middle of the 
next century, China could be the greatest 
of tire wodd powers, if its political 
problems can be resolved. The difficulty 
is to relate successfully to a society in 
such rapid change. 

We should be impressed by the exam¬ 
ple of Tibet, and of the Dalai Lama in 
particular. Tibet is at the opposite end 
of the scale to Hong Kong. The Tibetans 
have one of the lowest per capita in¬ 
comes In the world, only about $80 a 
year. The people of Hong Kong have 
among the highest incomes in Asia.The 
Tibetans have been under direct Chi¬ 
nese control since the 1950s; Hong 


Britain has no deep conflict of interest 
with China, and should benefit from the 
massive economic expansion iust starting 


Kong, whatever is now done. wiO come 
wider direct Chinese rule in 1997. Tibet 
is the supreme example of a Buddhist 
spiritual society in Asia; Hong Kong is 
tire supreme example of a capitalist 
society. 

What has happened in Tibet is a 
cultural tragedy, a failure of Chinese 
policy whim cannot be condoned. Yet 
the attitude of Are Dalai Lama towards 
China is deeply compassionate. He saw 
Mao as a man obsessed with flhrsaon; 
the failure of Maoism he regarded as 
inevitable because it was based on false 
objectives. He has encouraged the 
Tibetan people to make a pacific 

response to Chinese _ 

power. As the Chinese . _ 

themselves suffered TT^*/ 

from tiie Cultural Rev-. ii/ 7/i 

ohition,. they will no -I r 
doubt come to see that LJ 
the war on ancient 
cultures was a charac¬ 
teristic Marxist mis- ._ ■ ■ _ -»= 

take, from which both 
China and Tibet have suffered. Bud¬ 
dhist patience has almost certainly saved 
more of Tibetan culture than would 
have survived a head-on conflict with 
Chinese power. 

To China, Hong Kong presents a 
much mare difficult political and social 
problem. The culture of China is not 
about to be revolutionised by Buddhism 
—the influence of Buddhism is probably 
growing more rapidly in Las Angeles 
than it is in Peking. The culture of China 
is bang invaded by capitalism. There 
are rix million people of ethnic Chinese 
descent living m Hong Kong. That is 
only one in 200 of the Chinese 
peculation, but it is a strong potential 
reinforcement for the tens of millions of 
Chinese in Shanghai, South China and 
elsewhere whose living standards are 
already rising rapidly through capitalist 
investment arid enterprise. 

China is going through what in the 
old Marxist terms would be described as 
a bourgeois capitalist revolution. Airy 
competent Marxist historian would re¬ 
gard the bourgeois addition from Hong 
Kong, and its ideological impact, as far 
more potent at present than the five 
million pastoral'Buddhists of Tibet 


The Chinese leaders most be well 
aware that their society is changing, and 
realise that social change always pro¬ 
duces political change. The main aim off 
tine Chinese leaders is to control the pare 
of that political change. like aH politi¬ 
cians, they want to retain their own 
power. They fear—not unreasonably--- 
that loss of political order could destroy 
the economic and sociaiprogress China 
is-how making. Americans fear; slump; 
Russians fear invaskm. Germans fear 
inflation. Japanese fear midear bombs 
and the Chinese fear anarchy. Each 
nation has a historic anxiety about not 
repeating its own painful experiences. 

One of the weak¬ 
nesses of Manrism- 
" Leninism is that ft has 

V7 yjfl noway to transfer legi- 

i tiraate authority. Mon- 

\ A gxgrft arefay transfers attthor- 

vLUYX itybyheredityjtheEm- 

OO - peror of Japan is des- 

- - cended from the Sun- 

Goddess, the Queen of 
England is descended from the Empress 
Sophia, as laid down by the Act of 
Settlement Democracy transfers legiti¬ 
macy by election. But there is no agreed 
constitutional procedure for transferring 
legitimate authority in communist sys¬ 
tems. In effect all communist leaders 
have to create their own authority. 

This makes the Chinese fear of 
anarchy an the more understandable. 
Chinese economic growth may reach a 
dimax, at which, the new dass 
will demand political rights when 
the old dass is weakened by internal 
divisions and lade of an agreed leader. 
This is why Deng Xiaoping—who is a 
great man — is sfiO in effective power 
despite his advanoed years and 31 
health. Inevitably, the Marxist problem 
of authority, the history of- anarchy 
and the fear of social change running 
out of control make the Chinese gov¬ 
ernment exceptionally difficult to 
deal with. 

How then should Britain approach 
this problem of China, which is so 
important to us, important for Hong 
Kong, important for trade? We should 
start in the spirit of two major Chinese 
traditions, the Confurian ami the Bud¬ 


dhist Conftscms stressed the need for 
order, authority and moderation. These 
idres have been more influential than 
any others in providing the Chinese with 
a social ideal. . 

The second powerful tradition is 
Buddhism: no one knows how many 
practising Buddhists there are in China, 
but wherever Buddhism has been it 
leaves a certain afterglow. In particular, 
B uddhism, like Christianity;- teaches 
people to have compassion tor all who 
share the iflnskms and problems of 
humanity, even if they are enemies. 


Nanny’s 

security 

blanket 

Children and 
agencies don’t mix, 
savs Barbara Amiel 

rr“l he government’s new C hild S up- 
I port Agency is up and running— 
x and thinking big. The agemy is 
training 4 300 employees a nd arm ing at 
arB? ! j<wri nf three million assessments a 
year. It will regulate main tenance 
payments for every child whose natural 
ot adoptive parents are not living 
together. There may also be children 
whose fathers don’t know they fathered 
them btr*"”* the mother doesn't know 
who the father is — though die will have 
to come up with a name if she is on 
benefit, or payments wfll be reduced. 
The CSA has a formula for that 

Indeed, the CSA has a formula for 
absolutely every situation- When it 
comes to naked ambition, this agency 
does not bother with modesty. Ultimate¬ 
ly, even those cases where there are 
existing maintenance arrangements, 
agreed with court approval long before 
the CSA was a gleam in tins govern¬ 
ment's eye, will fall under the ambit of 
the CSA — and that includes p are nts 
who don’t take a penny in benefits from 
the taxpayer. The notion that individ¬ 
uals might enter into private inviolate 
agreements will have no standing. 

This is retrospective legislation which 
offends baric principles held dear tin 
recently bn this country. In case you are 
an absent parent yourself.— Le- the 
parent who doesn't have custody of the 
children — and have beat faithfully 
paying your child maintenance without 
trouble for years, be forewarned. The 
CSA's “Notes for Advisers” explains that 
your case will come up according to the 
first letter of your surname: from April 8. 
1996 A-D; those fortunate enough to 
loiter under S-Z won't come under 
observation till January 6,1997. 


M aintenance cases are being 
removed from the courts 
because court awards are 
“dfcottfonjuy** and vajty from jurisdic¬ 
tion to jurisdiction. The CSA has lots of 
Items telling how* to compute the 
percentage of income that absent par¬ 
ents will pay. The oommonsense obser¬ 
vation mat human affairs cannot be 
reduced to formulas in this mechanistic 
way and that rw formula can be devised 
that takes every equity and inequity into 
account is ovedooked. In fact, probably 
the only way maintenance can be 
- arranged is to-have broad legal prind- 
iples and. letthelaft courts decide what is 
equitable within specific circumstances. 

•, There is little joy in finding matters 
are worse than feared but one can’t hdp 
feeling that this new agency is the 
nftfmgfe statist dream: a world where 
bureaucrats substitute their judgments 
for that of everyone concerned, includ¬ 
ing the parties themselves, the courts, 
equity and if necessary the Pope. 
Intrigmngty, the head of the new 
agency. Ros Hepplewhite, seems very 
proud of this. “One of fee teg miscon¬ 
ceptions I am fighting is that the agency 
is engaging in some moral crusuade to 
punish feckless fathers or punish irres¬ 
ponsible behaviour,” she told The 
Guardian. “Infect foe agency makes no 
moral judgment whatsoever. Many 
fathers who have been entirely responsi¬ 
ble in paying maintenance wider exist- 
' ing arrangements will find tbdr biDs are 
significantly increased: many so-called 
feckless fathers, who perhaps have re¬ 
partnered or hare low incomes wiD not 
have to pay maintenance al all” 

Mis Hepplewhite is taking liberties 
when she says this is a demonstration of 
her agency making no moral judg- 
merits. She would be laughed out of first- 
year philosophy for such a statement 
Indeed, the CSA attributes such high 
moral value to “no moral judgment” 
that they use it to justify what they state 
would bean unfair outcome. 


B ritain should also have a very 
healthy commercial appetite: 
What is already happening in 
China is fee biggest economic 
development in world/ n&toiy- Seen 
firom'Chma, the I990S area period'of 
•unparalleled boom. Unless it Is stopped 
by a political catastrophe, this boomw3£ 
take more than a billion people from an 
average production per head of about 
$300 in 1990 to about $10,000 in the 
next 50 years—a creation of income of 
up to $10,000 billion a year. If Britain 
cannot sell into foal market, it cannot 
trade at aH 

That leaves the question of Hong 
Kang. Britain is not in a position to 
guarantee fee constitutional position 
of Hong Kong after 1997. Tbatwfllbe 
derided by Chinese influences and 
events. I suspect that Hong Kong will be 
less separate than was envisaged in fee 
earty 1980s, because its economy wiD be 
swept up into foe great China boom of 
the 21st century. The people of Hong 
Kong and South China wxu be compet¬ 
ing with other Chinese centres of wealth 
and trade, particularly wife Shanghai 
They wiD come to participate, more of 
them willingly than unwillingly, in fee 
torrent of economic, social and political 
change in China. That change will owe 
most to the boom, roroefeing to Confer 
tius, a tittle to residual Marxism, and 
not much to- ErsJdne May. China’s 
future is not in our hands. 

What fee British should certainty do 
— for our own sakes — is to expand the 
provisions for Hang Kong passport 
holders to come here if they want to. 
Every Hong Kong citizen who settles in 


market in the history of the world. They 
are more hard-working than we are. 
often better educated, and those who 
come will mostly have some capital. Far 
from there being a danger feat Britain 
will attract too many Hong Kong 
immigrants, the danger is that we shall 
attract too few. 


H e who pays the piper calls the 
tune. If the CSA covered only 
those single patents who took 
income benefits from the stale, we could 
at least understand how all this hap¬ 
pened. Even so. only two reasons for its 
existence would suffice first, if it saved 
the taxpayer money and second if it 
solved the problem of poverty among 
single-parent families. A scheme in 
Australia has saved some money hut not 
a significant amount, and their scheme 
is not retrospective. In Canada, a 
scheme in Ontario was disastrous: the 
cost of tracking down fathers and 
assessing support payments was more 
than double the monies it brought in. 

That there are victims in our society, 
including those bom to irresponsible 
parents, cannot be denied. But fee 
solution should not be part- of the 
problem. In Britain, we now hare the 
largest number of single parent families 
in Europe outside Scandinavia, rhan g- 
ing attitudes obviously contribute to this, 
but so do tax and benefit structures 
which penalise marriage, especially 
those with non-working mothers. 

Our Chancellor has frozen the mar¬ 
ried couples* allowance while the bene¬ 
fits for a single mother make her 
marginally better off financially than an 
employed father of two in a low-paying 
job. A single mother can also get help on 
the ride from a boyfriend which is far 
more valuable than if they married. For 
example, the new council tax gives a 25 
per cent discount to any single adult 
This puts a married couple in the bizarre 
situation of being plunged into poverty 
by the councfl tax and then having to 
apply for a rebate. Now we have the 
spectade of die government setting up 
an agency to sue absent fathers even 
while deterring them from marrying in 
the first place. One feds they mid the 
CSA will not be happy until they have 
turned the entire country into a vast 
Dickensian orphanage with up-to-date, 
computerised bureaucrats running it 


A Patten for all schools? 


LAST MINUTE olive branches or 
not tests for seven-year-olds will 
have to go ahead at the Westmin¬ 
ster primary school attended by 
Mary-daire Patten. Ate education 
secretary's six-year-old daughter. 

Patten has never hesitated to 
emphasise that be is one of the few 
Tory education secretaries to have 
sent his child to a state school. So it 
would deeply embarrass him if 
teachers at St Vincent de Paul 
primary school join the expected 
boycott of the tests which his 
daughter is due to sit (his summer. 

Most of the staff at the school 
which is in the same grounds as 
Westminster Cathedral are mem¬ 
bers of the NUT, which votes on 
Saturday whether or not to take 
partin the boycott Two teachers 
are in the NAS/UWT. which has 

already decided to have nothing to 
do with die tests. 

Eileen Wefler, the headmistress, 
is not convinced her NUT mem¬ 
bers would heed a strike call 
"They have put an awful lot of 
work into the tests." 

But if they do? “We have 
contingency plans. I and fee 
governors will ensure that the tests 
take place." she says. 

Which would be even more em¬ 


barrassing for Patten. The chair¬ 
man of the governors is Catalina 
GarekJones. wife of Tristan, the 
Foreign Office minister. 

• Luciano Pavarotti is recuperat¬ 
ing in Modena from a knee 
operation which, one suspects, 
might have taken place months 
ago were it not for his formid¬ 
able hulk. Anaesthetists are 
said to have been appalled at the 
idea of operating when first ap¬ 
proached by the great tenor, and 
to have insisted that he lose 
weight The result of his subse¬ 
quent diet was. as even his fans 
acknowledge, a slimmer, fitter but 
less tuneful Pavarotti. With the 
other knee still to repair, it ain't 
over till the fat man tings. Again. 

Sow’s ears 

ONE member of fee legal profes¬ 
sion casting a far from fond eye 
over today's list of new silks is Lord 
Haflsham. the former Lord Chan¬ 
cellor. The selection process is an 
ordeal he is delighted now lies 
behind him. 

“It caused me more trouble 
than almost anything else I did as 
Lord Chancellor,” he says. “We 



had to consult everyone, and it was 
terribly difficult to find the right 
person for the right place. If there 
was a vacancy in the north for a 
criminal chap, you couldn’t put in 
a London patent lawyer.’* 

But he warns that a QC’s life 
is not all it is cracked up to be: 
"The fees you hare to charge are 
so high feat there can be only 
two reasons for taking silk. One. 
that the amount of work you are 
doing as a junior is affecting your 
health: or two. it’s affecting your 
marriage." 

m Possibly the toughest job in 
broadcasting. The BBC has drawn 
up a shortlist to Jill a post created 
in the vutke of the John Birt affair. 
The brief, as head of public af¬ 
fairs. is to improve relations with 
the Palace of Westminster and. 
presumably, the Inland Revenue. 


News permitting 

YOU would flunk it would have to' 
be something pretty important to 
cause a rift between Radio 4 
heavyweights Nick Clarke and 
Peter Hobday. The merits of roll¬ 
ing news, the future of long wave, 
the identity of Armando lammed 
—something like that But no. The 
presenters of Am Questions? and 
Today have fallen oat over rest- 
dans’ parking permits. 

Both men live in north Kensing¬ 
ton, which is the only area of Ken¬ 
sington and Chelsea not yet to 
hare residents’ parking permits. 
Clarke has started his own pres¬ 
sure group — RAPP (Residents 
Against Parking Permits) — and 
claims to have the support of 80 


& 
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per cent of his neighbours. Hob¬ 
day, who is currently parked 
abroad, is not one of them. 

Clarke says: “I tried to recruit 
him, but he and bis wife gave us 
very short shrift. They said they 
could not wait to get permits. Now 
we glare at each other across fee 
road. We have stopped speaking to 
each other” 

Back in favour 

AFTER being consigned to fee in¬ 
ternational wilderness in fee after¬ 
math of the Gulf war fw not con- 
demmng Iraq. King Husain of 
Jordan is firmly back in favour in 
Britain. The King, accompanied 
by Queen Noor, takes the Sowr- 
eign’s salute at the'passing out pa¬ 
rade at Sandhurst this morning. 

Being a Sandhurst ted bey, fee 
Harrow-educated king jumped at 
tbe chance to perform fee hon¬ 
ours. which came ait the personal 
invitation of die Queen. The deci¬ 
sion to invite Husain, which will 
have been made after consultation 
with Downing Street is being in¬ 
terpreted in diplomatic circles as 
another sign that fee government 
has kissed and made up wife the 
stiB influential monarch. ■ 

Sir Anthony Parsons, a former 
adviser to Margaret Thatcher and 
ambassador to both Iran and the 
United Nations, says the invitation 


is appropriate. “King Husain and 
his family have been great friends 
of this country since tbe 1920s. 
His attitude throughout the Gulf 
war was designed to ensure his 
survival I am afraid fee West 
showed a remarkable lack of un¬ 
derstanding at the time. Bygones 
must be bygones.” 

Sting like a bee 

PUBLISHING used to be such a 
gentle profession. No longer. No 
sooner bad Random House fin¬ 
ished celebrating the defection of 
Orion’s marketing director, Caro¬ 
line Michel than Orion struck 
bade, snatching Random’s Dallas 
Manderson to take over as safes 
director. He is already at work. 

The lever behind Manderstm’s 
move is Anthony Gheethana. who 
ran Random House before start¬ 
ing Orion two rears ago. He 
“hopes they feel better now they 
have got one of ours. It wasa great 
disappointment to lose Caroline, 
but fee is a lovely butterfly who 
alights only fleetingly on her 
blooms.” 

Nevertheless Cheefeam is dear¬ 
ly stung. In July Orion plans to 
advertise the latest paperback by 
Maeve fiinefay — who was hoed 
from Random House two years 
ago — wife a poster right outside 
the opposition's Vauxhall offices. 
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year of dented dreams 

Last April’s electoral triumph seems a lifetime ago 

aeo^lanSlt 1 ? P 0 ?™ 8 S f reet a year atmosphere soured by bullying and under- 

Emetics. Mr MaSreLs to hold a 

his own mandate SJ^hl’n 1 F^ 5 * referenduTn define his promise on the steps 
So, m * 60111 ** Bnteh P^e- in of Downing Street a yea? ago that he “would 

general election he e ^S? 3 ^if ipP ^ rt “ ^ lake into account the views of all the people 
5B^S^JrJK!? Bd ? 1 ™ ment of this country when we frame legislation", 
training educatl0n f? d and despite the dear tactical benefits for his 


a °f wealth” between generations 

and a classless society. A year on. events - 
the bane of a politician’s life — have dented 
Mr Major’s dreams. The nation is swamped 
by gloom, economic prospects are bleak, 
taxes are due to rise, unemployment is 
unacceptably high and the prime minister's 
own position looks less than secure. 

Mr Major is at least partly to blame. 
Exhausted by the election campaign and 
surprised by their victory, he and his 
ministers spent most of last summer 
recuperating. Few new ideas and little 
energy emanated from Whitehall Par¬ 
liament adjourned early an d ministers 
retired with relief to sunbaked Spain and 
Italy, little suspecting that their peace would 
soon be brutally shattered. 

The crisis, when it came, could have been 
averted. Instead it was ministers’ eyes that 
were almost wilfully averted to the dangers. 
While some observers, including this news¬ 
paper. were counselling devaluation, Mr 
Major was boasting to another newspaper 
that sterling could even replace the marie as 
the anchor of the ERM. 

Nemesis swiftly, and perhaps inevitably, 
followed hubris. Ministers were quite unpre¬ 
pared for the sterling crisis. Interest rates 
were raised by five points in one day, and up 
to £5 billion was wasted in a vain attempt to 
support the pound. Britain experienced a 
national humiliation and resentment 
against the government quickly surfaced. 

Mr Mtyor can perhaps be excused for 
failing to appreciate the power of an 
equinoctial tide of speculation against one 
currency. But he had been warned for 
months that the overvalued sterling rate was 
doing critical damage to the economy. He 
stubbornly refused to devalue, treating the 
matter as one of absolute principle. Then, 
after the abandonment of what had been 
almost a personal crusade, he showed no 
signs of contrition. He compounded the 
political error by allowing his friend, 
Norman Lament, to remain Chancellor. 

There began a period of incompetence in 
government unmatched in recent political 
history. Ministers now admit that they 
governed from day to day at best Cabinet 
became purely reactive and the prime 
minister lost his political touch. He allowed 
Michael Heseltine’s phots for pit closures to 
be announced before he had tested the 
temperature of his party — or the public. 
What followed was an explosive rebellion 
which ministers, weakened by the sterling 
crisis, were quite unable to resist Rarely has 
a prime minister looked so unnerved. 

After die reversal on pit closures came the 
Matrix Churchill affair, which served to 
taint the new government’s residual reput¬ 
ation for straightforwardness and honesty. 
Having been tripped up by all these 
“events", and with his footing no more 
secure. Mr Major then embarked on an 
even more perilous political venture, steering 
the Maastricht bin through Parliament 

Conservative Euro-rebels discovered the 
joys of a 21-seat majority. Again Mr Major 
compounded his political difficulties, this 
time by holding a paving debate on 
Maastricht which he won only in the most 
demeaning fashion. He was forced to beg 
and plead for support and to make last- 
minute concessions on the floor of the 
House. He almost lost his job. 

Consideration of the bill since then has 
been led by a government weakened by 
having to rely on opposition votes, in an 


nonetheless, but the prime minister cannot 
bank on it 

At this point in the economic cycle, it is 
hard to predict how much of Mr Major's loss 
of authority is redeemable. He may emerge, 
a couple of years hence, as the man who kept 
his head while all around were losing theirs, 
a prime minister presiding over a resump¬ 
tion of. growth, facing a stiD divided oppo¬ 
sition. Tliis past year's h umiliati ons may be 
written off as bad luck. Mr Major’s natural 
decency and affability may serve to reunite 
his party and cabinet At the next election, he 
can rdy on some extra parliamentary seats 
from the Boundary Commission. 

On the other hand, he could turn out to be 
permanently scarred by his ordeals. Au¬ 
thority, once lost is not easily regained, as 
many a teacher discovers in front of a disord¬ 
erly class. Byelection defeats could shrink 
his already small majority. His natural 
enemies in foe party will not stop sniping at 
him if and when Maastricht is ratified. 

Whatever Margaret Thatcher's faults, she 
never lost authority over her party and 
cabinet even at the height of her unpopular¬ 
ity. This was due parity to force of 
personality, parity to force of conviction. Mr 
Major does have strong beliefs, but he has 
yet to imbue his party with them in the way 
that Baroness Thatcher managed to do. 

They are attractive ideals. This prime 
minister does not despise everything that 
emanates from foe public sector, but wants 
to reform these institutions in ~a way that 
would never have occurred to his predeces¬ 
sor. He wants them to be servants of the 
public rather than instruments of govern¬ 
ment. This ties in with his aspiration to 
make Britain less dassridden, because those. 
who rely on public services can maintain 
their dignity only if they are not treated 
shoddily- But the citizen’s charter, if it is to 
work, will not be costless. Mr Major will be 
boxed in by the serious financial constraints 
caused by foe unnecessarily prolonged reces¬ 
sion. An already restless party will not be 
assuaged by being forced to defend the next 
few years’ inevitable cuts in public spending. 

The prime minister is also hampered by a 
loss of c onfidenc e. His political touch has 
become unsure, an insecurity exacezbated by 
poor advice from those around him. like 
every prime minister, he needs a wise owl to 
caution him agai nst ill-considered actions 
and outbursts. He could also do with an ad¬ 
viser who has a little more street wisdom 
than is currently on offer in Downing Street 

The chances of his heating his party’s 
wounds should improve with the appoint¬ 
ment of Dominic Morris, a specialist on 
Europe, to the Downing Street policy unit If 
Maastricht goes through, the prime minister 
wili need to turn his attention to mollifying 
the Euro-rebels. They must be persuaded 
that Britain’s interests will be better repre- 
serited in foe run-up to the intergovern¬ 
mental conference of 1996 than they were in 
the years preceding Maastricht 

As well as resumed growth. Mr Major 
needs more of “the vision thing" if he is to 
regain the trust of his party and the country. 
The citizen’s charter can be turned into a 
genuine Conservative doctrine for the 
] 990s. The prime minister can lead a crus¬ 
ade to mould the future shape of Europe into 
one that suits Britain. He has the great polit¬ 
ical luck of not possessing an obvious 
successor. But. like all Conservative leaders, 
he holds his job only on sufferance. The 
party may not tolerate another horrible year. 


CHAINED TO THE CALENDAR 

The system of public holidays needs to be far more flexible 


The grim season of gridlock and imajv- 
swered telephones has arrived. Yesterday the 
nation's managers and workers began then- 
languid wind-down before the long Easter 
weekend, downing tools and ^serttng 
kevboards in the expectation that their 
SSm would follow suit told tatetothe 
motorways with their famflies. 
no doubt by last Saturday’s Grand National 
farce, Britain was off to yet another false 
start, two days before the Good Fnday flag 

of bank holiday 
weekends are deeply rooted, an archaic 
ESfrf fte Sntia! idleness <**j 

Sol English (tod tori 
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no fcww ton 40 holy days .and adver¬ 
saries. But the toa1 was 
in the Bank Hobdays Acts of ton ana 
is 75 and today the British worker can look 

compared to 18 in Japan. 17 m Hong *ong 
TOfcyear, the four-day Easter 

world has i* own^grJSdoan 


For the consumer with an exploded water 
pipe or an urgent business enquiry, April 
could indeed be the cruellest month. 

Evety civilisation needs its festivals and 
periods of recuperation- like Thanksgiving 
in America, Christmas Day. Boxing Day 
and Good Friday have retained a popular 
significance in Britain which has far more to 
with familial habit than religious practice, 
yttie would be achieved by unsettling such 
traditional gatherings and toppling yet 
another pillar of family life. There might 
also be a case for foe October holiday 
proposed by Gillian Shephard, the employ¬ 
ment secretary, to replace foe redundant 
socialist celebration of May Day—especially 
if she was able to persuade the Foreign 
Office to drop its opposition to the name 
Trafalgar Day- 

But there is no reason why all such rest 
periods should fall on a fixed data A long 
weekend is surety more pleasurable when it 
is individually chosen rather than dictated 
by the calendar. A holiday spent in a traffic 
jam is no holiday at all. Just as shoppers 

should be allowed to shop seven days a vreek, 

so the system of public holidays needs to be 
made far more flexible. 

Under a more enlightened system, 
employees could retain the entitlement to 
eight public holidays but choose when to 
take four of them. Companies would be 
obliged to respect that right but would be 
able as a result of foe new system to keq> foe 
production lines open for longer stretches. 
The burden on the economy and roads 
would bespread more evenly. Britain would 
not grind to a hah quite so often; and Spring 
might, for once, live up to its name. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
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Testing time for 
school pupils 

From Mrs Gill Hannom 

Sir. We have been increasingly con¬ 
cerned about the Standard Attain¬ 
ment Tadcs, which our 14-year-old 
son is due to sit in June. Whilst some 
form of assessment of attainment is 
an admirable goal on the part of the 
government, it would appear that in 
their current form, the SATs test not 
the general ability of pupils, but rather 
their ability to complete an ever- 
increasing range of tasks set specifi¬ 
cally. for . foe tests, which seems to 
defeat foe object of assessing the level 
of attainment readied by pupils in the 
course of their general education. 

Some of the tasks set have also been 
unrealistic, as in foe case of several in¬ 
formation technology projects which 
have bad to be completed within a 
very strict timescale. At our son’s 
school these could only be done by 
pupils working through their lunch 
hours or after school 
We were recently tokl that for two 
reasons, our son and his peers would 
not necessarily be entered for foe 
higher attainment level in each sub¬ 
ject. even if they were thought capable 
of achieving this grade. First, if a 
.pupfl is entered for the higher 
attainment level and fails to reach foe 
required standard, he is considered to 
have failed (even if he achieves 
sufficiently good results to have 
passed the intermediate attainment 
level). Thus in foe published results 
for that school foe pupil's achieve¬ 
ment in that subject would be shown 
as a failure. 

If the same pupil were entered for 
foe intermediate (or lower) level of 
attainment in foe same subject, he 
would be bound to achieve a pass 
grade, which is obviously preferable 
in foe school's published results. 
Secondly, with pupils being put under 
a considerable amount of pressure 
over the next two years to achieve 
good results in their GCSEs. it was 
thought unnecessary to. place them 
under additional strain this year by 
pressing them to achieve foe higher 
grades m foe SATs. when they could 
fairly easily achieve the intermediate 
levels. 

Perhaps this line of thought may go 
some way to explaining why so many 
pupils are considered unable to 
achieve sufficiently high results in the 
SATs — it is not necessarily foe case 
that foe pupils are unable to achieve 
the results, but more that schools ate 
afraid of the badge of failure should 
pupils not achieve the level for which 
they are entered in foe tests, or that 
they regard the extra pressure to 
attain foe higher level as unnecessary 
at this stage of their education. 

Yours faithfully. 

GILL HANNAM, 

4 Lonsdale. Linton. Cambridge. 

April 5. 

From Charlotte Bray 
and Eleanor Lowden 

Sir, We read foe debate on the 
national curriculum tests for seven, 11 
and 14-year-olds with interest We 
noticed that one dement seems to 
have been forgotten: foe children 
taking them. 

We spend our stxalled holidays 
and weekends working for them and 
worrying about them, and now we see 
that this year .outs will probably just be 
forgotten. We fed that nobody is 
concerned about our views and is not 
thinking about us, the ones who have 
the work to da 

Yours faithfully, 

CHARLOTTE BRAY 
ELEANOR LOWDEN. 

(Both aged.) 3). 

24 Hertford Avenue. SW14. 

April 6. 

From Mr Paul Roots 

Sir. The suggestion (report, April 5) 
thar the government might change 
the law to overcome teachers' resis¬ 
tance to testing, suggests that it has 
learnt little about employee relations 
in the years since it came to power. 

Most industrialists have learnt foe 
limitations of “macho management” 
and foe advantages of employee 
involvement In particular they now 
understand that building a quality 
product requires a recognition that no 
one knows more about a job than foe 

people doing. it. This government 

appears to sock to the view thar if 
employees do not agree, then a) it is 
due to obstructive unions and b) you 
overcome that with the law. 

Youis faithfully, 

PAUL ROOTS 

(Director of Industrial Relations. 

Ford Motor Co lid, 1981-6), 

Hillcot House. Bitterley, 

Ludlow, Shropshire. 

April 5. 


Inflation down? 

From Mr Andrew Wiseman 

Sir, Government ministers never tire 
of idling the nation that inflation is 
lower than it has been for years Ten 
minu tes ago the postman delivered 
three bills. The premium for my 
house insurance has risen by 41 per 
cent foe council tax bill for my wife 
and myself is 32 per cent higher than 
last year’s poll tax and our water 
company asks for an additional 9 per 
cent I still haven’t filled my car with 
pricier petrol had a pint of dearer 
beer or lit a more expensive cigarette. 

Yours sincerely, 

A WISEMAN. 

Witch wood. Nightingale Lane. 
Maidenhead. Berkshire. 

March 31. 


Fairness sought for coal pensioners and taxpayers 


From the Chairman of British Coal 

Sir. Our staff pension scheme has a 
justifiably high reputation. To its 
contributing members and pension¬ 
ers who depend on it, foe scheme is 
already among foe best in Britain. 
The professional management of the 
funds has resulted in foe reoent 
valuation by the scheme’s actuaries 
showing a surplus in excess of £1 
billion. 

That surplus will result in substan¬ 
tial additional benefits to contributing 
members, by extending the number 
of years they are deemed to have 
contributed, and in enhanced pay¬ 
ments to pensioners. 

In dealing with any surplus foe 
scheme rules lay down a strict order of 
priorities. First, there must be a 
prudent allocation for reserves. Then 
we make sure pensions have been 
keeping pace with the cost of living 
and proride for cost-of-living in¬ 
creases for the year ahead. After that, 
foe rules provide for the remaining 
surplus to be divided equally between 
the scheme members and pensioners 
on foe one hand, and British Coal on 
the other. 

The current question is what is to be 
done with British Coal's share of the 
surplus. 

As the provisional valuation shows, 
the financial position of the fond is 
now very healthy indeed. British Coal 
already has a “holiday*’ from its 
regular contributions to the staff hind 


until April 1997. What is different 
about this pension scheme is that over 
a number of years it has had to deal 
with a very rapid contraction in foe 
coal industry, with many thousands of 
people accepting redundancy to¬ 
gether with foe additional benefit of 
an early and enhanced pension. 

To provide tile substantial funding 
necessary to pay for foe option of 
pensions from'the age of 50. British 
Coal has, each year, made additional 
contributions to foe scheme. And 
since we did not have the resources to 
meet foe foil cost of this, government 
committed itself to refunding an 
agreed proportion by making what 
are termed “social cost grants”. 

The valid question now is whether it 
is desirable or necessary to continue to 
make these additional contributions 
to a fund which is so heavily in 
surplus, or whether foe country’s 
taxpayers, who supported foe fund 
through a difficult period, should be 
relieved of a large part of that burden. 

The government asked British Coal 
to consider whether part of our share 
of foe surplus might be set off against 
the additional contributions that re¬ 
main due to the scheme, and we have 
taken legal advice on whether we can 
do sa Our advice is that we can. But 
on this understandably sensitive issue 
it is right that no precipitate action is 
taken and that itt legality is folly 
tested. Therefore we intend to seek a 
direction from foe High Court as 
quickly as possible. We have ensured 


that the scheme’s advisers and the 
committee of management have had 
copies of the advice we have received. 

We believe it was sensible for 
government to have asked us to look 
at this question. Government has 
quite property refrained from seeking 
to influence what is a decision for 
British Coal and it has confirmed that 
it will continue to provide grant 
binding for the scheme, if that is what 
is derided once foe legal position is 
dearly established by the High Court 

Until that time British Coal, in. 
consultation and with the support of 
government has ensured that the 
financial position of the scheme is 
protected by making available an 
interest-free loan facility to cover the 
payment now due. 

We are most concerned that pub¬ 
licity in recent days may cause scheme 
members and pensioners to worry 
unnecessarily. British Coal has taken 
no final decision. 

Whatever happens, there is no 
question of British Coal “raiding” the 
fond. It would be reprehensible to 
contemplate such action. It will not be 
considered and foe roles of the 
scheme ensure that it is impossible to 
achieve. 

Yours faithfully. 

NEIL CLARKE, 

Chairman. British Coal. 

Hobart House. 

Grosvenor Place, SW1. 

April 7. 


Moving towards a democratic society in Hong Kong 


From Mr Brian 71 sdall 

Sir. According to Mr H. P. Hall 
(letter, March 31). there were two 
reasons why the Colonial Office 
decided that democratic reforms 
could not be introduced in Hong 
Kong many years ago. 

As the “vast majority were not 
British subjects", he suggests that foe 
Colonial Office did not know who 
would be able to vote. Since there has 
never been such a requirement in 
Hong Kong for any of foe multi¬ 
tiered elections that have been held 
during foe last 20 or so years, why 
should this have formed any part of 
Colonial Office thinking? 

IL Mr Hall continued. “Hong 
Kong developed along the usual 
colonial lines it would... become self- 
governing ... [and) China would take 
over by force”. 

And there are foe seeds of Hong 
Kong’s present woes. As far as the 
Colonial Office was concerned Hong 
Kong was just another colony. The 
possibility of there being a high 
degree of internal self-government 
which need not, and would not have 
led to demands for independence 


Motor racing success 

From Dr David D. Hebb 

Sir. How good it is to see (report 
March 29) your motoring corres¬ 
pondent. Kevin Eason, highlighting 
tile success of foe British motor raring 
car and engine industry. 

I only wish to add that as far back as 
1948, officials at the Board of Trade 
had come to appreciate that consid¬ 
erable prestige and material benefits 
were accruing to the country from this 
nascent industry. Between 1950 and 
1958. to encourage farther dev¬ 
elopment. tax refunds were granted in 
excess of £200,000 (in the currency of 
die day). 

Yours etc. 

DAVID D. HEBB 
(Technical Editor), British Cars, 

707 High Road. Finchlty. N12. 
March 31. 

From MrD. A. C. Ricketts 

Sir. What a morale-boosting report on 
the .dominance of this country in foe 
production of the world's motor 
racing cars. You should have put ft on 
foe front page. 

Yours faithfully, 

D. A. C RICKETTS. 

Octon Lodge, Shoreditch, 

Taunton, Somerset 


Cutbacks In the arts 

From Mr John K. D. Cooper 

Sir. The decision by foe Department 
of National Heritage to tty to push 
some of its responsibilities on to 
largely beleaguered local authorities 
does not seem veiy practical in spite 
of Jocelyn Stevens’s Englsh Heritage 
board of advisers giving him “unani¬ 
mous suppo^ (letter. March 26). 

It is dear that the government is 
hard up and win continue to be so for 
some considerable time. So cuts are 
passed on to all of its departments, 
agencies and quangos. National 
Heritage is no exception, as its own 
recent staff cuts testify and the 
“passing the buck” strategy to local 
authorities bears out 
The motivation: saving money at all 
costs. And the soft target the aits.. 

Yours faithfully. 

JOHN K. D. COOPER, 

39 Amos Grove, N 14. 

March 27. 


Letters to the editor should cany a 
daytime telephone number. They 
may be sent to a fax number — 
071-782 5046. 
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does not seem to have occurred to 
Foreign Office sinologists, who line 
up like so many weasriised rabbits as 
soon as they get within kowtowing 
distance of foe Forbidden City. 

In passing, can anyone explain 
what win have been lost if Chris 
Patten’s proposals are implemented 
and are later countermanded by 
China? Some of the limited safe¬ 
guards inherent in even a limited 
democracy yes. but what rise? And 
what surety is important is that 
Britain wfll at least be able to claim 
that it tried. It may lose but at least it 
tried. 

Apart from foe words and time that 
will have been wasted, and foe 
reputations that have suffered, who 
wfll be worse off! Possibly Lady 
Thatcher and Lord Howe, both of 
whom used foe promise of democratic 
reform to sugar the pill of foe Joint 
Declaration. At which time there was 
not even the mildest of protests from 
the Chinese government. 

Yours faithfully. 

BRIAN TISDALL. 

51 Holland ParKWll. 

April 1. 


Battlefields battle 

From Mr John Steam 
Sir. On the day I read your article. 
“The fight is on to save England’s lost 
battlefields” (March 29). I received 
foe result of foe Tewkesbury enquiry, 
which I had attended a year ago, and 
heard thar the Secretary of State was 
minded to grant permission for a 
housing development that would 
obliterate foe greater part of foe Wars 
of the Roses battlefield at Tewkesbury. 

Hie minister disagreed with foe 
advice of his own inspector; he 
ignored the tourist amenity argu¬ 
ment; he considered that the potential 
for educational use of foe site was 
vague and unquantified; and the fact 


Training for the law 

From Mr Patrick J. Goodall 
Sir, 1 am pleased to see that the 
market-place for the new legal prac¬ 
tice course (LPC) is opening up 
TPrivate challenge to foe trainers". 
Law, March 23). 

At a time when the legal profession 
is removing its built-in discriminatory 
barriers, it seems somewhat bizarre 
that foe price of foe legal vocational 
course has risen: the cost of the new 
LPC is roughly £4,500, compared 
with C3J2GO for the old finals course. 

Hence, foe very groups being 
encouraged to enter the profession are 
being excluded unless they are spon¬ 
sored by large City firms or their 


National fiasco 

From Mr Daniel de W. Rogers 

Sir, Some of your readers might be 
interested in an extract from Con 
O’Leary's account of the Grand 
National of 1849. Grand National, 
Rockliff, 1945: 

The race was won from a fake start Lord 
Sedan called the jockeys back but en- 
oouraged by ibe spectators, the leaders went 
on. the others followed suit and the starter 
finding the field gone beyond recall, 
lowered his flag. 

The winner was foe bay Peter 
Simple (not to be confused with foe 
earlier grey of foe same name), who 
won again in 1853. O’Leary goes on 
to record that as they rode up foe 
straight foe jockey, Tom Curuiing- 
ham, refused repeated and ever- 
increasing offers of a bribe from foe 
rider of the second horse. 

Yours faithfulty, 

DANIEL deW. ROGERS. 
Greencroft Park House. 

Lanchester, Durham. 

From MrAkuiPrice-Talbot 

Sir. The Grand National will no 
doubt survive the present crisis. How- 


From Sir Peter Blaker 

Sir, Mr H. P. Hall explains that one 
of foe main reasons why elections 
were not introduced for foe legislative 
council of Hong Kong in the earty 
years after the second world war was 
the fear that they would be seen by 
China as a step towards indepen¬ 
dence and that China might con¬ 
sequently take over Hong Kong by 
force. 

In foe years leading up to foe 
British-Chmese Joint Declaration of 
1984 foe Chinese government made 
it quite dear to foe government of the 
United Kingdom that this fear had 
been well founded. 

It was only after the Joint Declara¬ 
tion, which expressly said that Hong 
Kong would be returned to Chinese 
sovereignty in 1997, that the road to 
direct elections to the legislative 
council become open. 

Yours faithfully. 

PETER BLAKER (Chairman. 

Hong Kong Parliamentary Group, 
1970-2 and 1983-92). 

Woodsland Farm. 

Lindfield, Haywards Heath, Sussex. 
April 1. 


foal there were alternative sites for 
housing in the area not constrained 
by archaeological or historical consid¬ 
erations was dismissed. 

Is this a case where foe government 
commits itself to high-sounding prin¬ 
ciples of saving England's lost battle¬ 
fields but when faced with an actual 
instance simply carries on as before 
and allows foe steady erosion of our 
national heritage? 

Yours sincerely. 

JOHN STEANE 
(Chairman, Council for 
British Archaeology 
Schools Committee. ] 988-90), 

27 Harpes Road, Oxford. 

April 5. 


parents are able to support them. 
Further, because of foe financial 
pressures that many local authorities 
are under, they have removed fend¬ 
ing for such courses. 

We should welcome the birth of 
commercialism among the providers 
of these courses. 

With foe increased competition foe 
fees should then decrease and people 
who could not otherwise afford it may 
be tempted to enter foe legal pro¬ 
fession. 

Youis faithfully, 

PATRICK J. GOODALL. 

The Old Parsonage. 

Newark Road. Coddington. 

Newark, Nottinghamshire. 


ever, bowler hats combined with 
mackintoshes have been dealt a 
mortal blow, for who in future will 
take seriously anyone so attired? 

Youxs faithfully, 

ALAN PRICE-TALBOT. 

Iisvane House, Mill Road, 
lisvane, Cardiff. 

April 6. 

From MrF. B. R. Howell 

Sir, At a time when TV film showings 
are being cancelled so as not to offend 
foe susceptibilities of sections of foe 
viewing public. 1 find it singularly 
insensitive of Channel 4 to have gone 
.ahead with foe transmission on 
' Sunday of The Belles of St Triman's . 
in which a steeplechase event com¬ 
mences on time and proceeds without 
hitch to a satisfying condusioa 

Yours faithfully. 

F. B. R. HOWELL 
18 Moorgate Chase, 

Moorgate, Rotherham. 

South Yorkshire. 

April 4. 
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COURT CIRCULAR 


WINDSOR CASTLE 
April 7: The King and Queen of 
die Hashemite Kingdom of Jor¬ 
dan visited The Queen and The 
•pUlBB of Ed infautgn a qri remained 
to Luncheon- 

The Queen and The Duke of 
Edinburgh wwe repesemed fay 
The Prince of Wales st the State 
Funeral of The Cou nt of Barce¬ 
lona, which was bekl in the 
Monastery of Ei Escorial. Madrid, 
today. 

.. By Command of The Queen. 
Mr William Bromley Davenport 
(Her MtqestTS Lord-Ueutenanr 
for Cheshire) was present at 
Liverpool Airport this afternoon 
upon the Arrival of The President 
of foe Republic of Ireland and 
welcomed Her Excellency on Her 
Majesty'S behalf. 

Tin Queen was represented fay 
The Duke of Edinburgh at foe 
Service of Remembrance for those 
who died in Warrington, winch 
was held in St Elphm’s Church 
this evening. 

CLARENCE HOUSE 
April 7: Queen Elizabeth Die 
Queen Mother was r epr e sent e d fay 
foe Duke of Wellington and Ciu¬ 
dad Rodrigo at the State funeral 


Birthdays today 

Mr Hywel Bennett, actor. 49; 
General Sir Anthony Fanar- 
Hockley. 69; Mr J.P. Kavanagh, 
racehorse trainer, SO; Sir Nefl. 
Lawson, former High Court judge, 
85; Air Commandant Dame Alwe 
Lnwtey, farmer mairon-in-chief, 
PMRAfNS. 88; Mrs Mary 
Moore; former principal, St 
Hilda's College. Oxford 63; Mr 
W. Garth Morrison. Chief Scout, 
SO; Mr Eric Porter, actor. 65: Mr 
ran Smith, former Prime Minister 
of Rhodesia. 74; Professor Mau¬ 
rice Stacey, chemist. 86; Sir 
Thomas Thomson, former chair¬ 
man. Greater Glasgow Health 
Board, 70; Miss Dorothy Turin, 
actress. 62. 

Royal Postgraduate 
Medical School 

The Royal Postgraduate Medical 
School has conferred the Fellow¬ 
ship of (he School upon Professor 
E.G.L- Bywaters, Professor D.G. 
Melrose, and Professor J.G. 
Scadding. The occasion was 
marked on March 29.1993. by a 
.scientific presentation of some of 
foe School's work, followed by a 
dinner attended by many friends 
and past colleagues of the new 
Fellows. 

St Francis’ College, 
Letch worth 

There will be a special celebration 
of Mass in memory off Sister 
Elizabeth of theTrinity, Foundress 
of St Francis' College; cm Sunday, 
April 25. at 11.00am in Chapel 
The Old Girts' Association are 
holding their AGM at 2.00pm on 
the same day. All Old Girts are 
warmly welcome. If lunch is re¬ 
quired please contact Margaret 
Gibbs at foe College. 


of The Count of Barcelona wind] 
was held in foe Monastery of El 
EsooriaL Madrid today. 
KENSINGTON PALACE 
April 7-. The P rinc e ss of Wales. 
Patron. English National Ballet, 
this afternoonvisited the Company 
at Martova House, 39 Jay Mews. 
London SW7. 

Mr Patrick Jephson was in 
attendance. 

YORK HOUSE 
ST JAMES'S PALACE 
April 7: The Duke of Kent. 
President the Automobile Associ¬ 
ation, this morning attended a 
Committee Meeting at Fanum 
House. Baari^toke, Hampshire. 

Captain foe Honourable Torn 
Coke was in attendance. 

The Duchess of Kent tins after¬ 
noon visited Newhaven Lifeboat 
Station, and was met on arrival by 
Mr Timothy Jones (Vice Lord- 
Lieutenant of East Sussex) and 
later visited Shorcham lifeboat 
Station and littfehaznpton life¬ 
boat Station and was met on 
arrival by Major General Sir 
Philip Ward (Vice Lord-Lieutenant 
of West Sussex). 

Mrs Julian Tomkins was in 
attendance. 


Today’s royal 
engagements 

The Queen will distribute the 
Royal Maundy daring die 
Maundy service in WeDs Cathe¬ 
dral at 10.35. The Duke of 
Edinbingh will, also attend 
The Princess Royal as Presidentcf 
the Royal Yachting Association. 
wQl attend the RYA UK youth 
championships at Bala Sailing 
Club, Gwynedd, at 1.00. 

The Duchess of -Kent wiB visit 

Seise? lifeboat station. Peachey 
Road Seb^y, at 10.30; anil visit 
Portsmouth lifeboat station. Meryl 
Road. Milton. Soufosea at 11-35; 
and will visit Haydns Island yacht 
dub and Hayting lifeboat station. 
Hayting island, at 12.30. 


Memorial services 

Dr AReu Crockford 
A memorial service for Dr ADen 
Croddord was held yesterday in 
the Chapel of St Thomas' Hos¬ 
pital- The Rev Peter Haughfon, 
medical school chaplain. United 
Medical and Dental Schools, 
officiated. 

Mr Christopher Jansen and Mr 
Richard Lister read foe lessons and 
Mis Nicola Crockford read The 
Prophet by Kahlil Gibran. Profes¬ 
sor AH. Henderson gate an 
address. 

Lord Ednmd-Davaes 
A Service of Thanksgiving for the 
life and work of The Right Hon 
The Lord Edmund-Davies wifl be 
held in Gray's Inn Chapel on 
Thursday. May 27. at 5.00pm. 
Owing to foe sire of Gray's Inn 
Chapel admission to foe Chapd 
wQl be fay ticket. Applications 
should be made in writing to foe 
Administration Secretary, The 
Honourable Society of Gray's Inn. 
8 South Square; London. WC1R 
5EU, by Monday. May 10. The 
Service will also be relayed to 
Gray's Irm Hall for the* without 
tickets. 


Anniversaries 


BIRTHS: John Loudon, horti¬ 
culturist, Gamburiang. Strath¬ 
clyde, 1783; Dionysius Sotomos, 
poet. Zante, Greece, 1798; Sir 
Arthur S tree ton. Australian 
painter, Victoria, 1867: Haney 
Cushing, neurosurgeon. Cleve¬ 
land. Ohio. 1869; Albert I, King of 
foe Belgians 1909-34, Brussels. 
1875; Sir Adrian Boult conductor. 
Chester. 1889; Mary Pickfoid. 
silent film star, Toronto. 1893; 
Sonja Henie, world skating cham¬ 
pion and film actress, Oslo. 1912. 
DEATHS: El Greco, painter, To¬ 
ledo, 1614; Kad von Humboldt. 


philosopher and educator. Tegef. 
Germany. 1835; Elisha Otis, pio- 
neer of thesaiety lift. Yonkers, New. 
York, 1861; Erik Karifcfrlt. poet, 
posthumous Nobd laureate 1931. 
Stockholm. 1931; Vaslav Nipnsky. 
ballet dancer. London. 1950; 
Pablo Picasso, painter. Maugins. 
France. 1973; Omar Nelson Brad¬ 
ley. American army general New 
York. 1981. 

King Zog of Albania, abdicated. 
1939. 

The League of Nations held its 
final meeting, 1946. 


Battle horn 
sounds its 
fearsome 
screech again 

BYGnxiANBowDrrcH, 
SCOTLAND CORRESPONDENT 

THE SOUND of a2,000year 
old Celtic battle horn used by 
northern tribes to frighten 
Roman trams, is echoing oat 
again, thanks to the Scottish 
broadcaster and xnnsicologist 
John Purser. 

Hie bom a replica of toe 
camyx which was discovered 
m 1816 in a dried up loch at 
Deskford near Banff Gram¬ 
pian, is believed to be the only 
working repfica of this once 
common but sophisticated 
Celtic instrument 
Very few examples survive 
of toe camyx. winch stands 
over 6 ft tall and is shaped Eke 
tire head of a boat The 
replica was made by John 
Creed, a blacksmith and s3- 
versmitb who lectures at 
Glasgow School of Art It was 

funded by toe Gfenfiddicfa 
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Mr Creed studied the origi¬ 
nal c am yx . fragments of 
which survive in the National 
Museum of Scotland. The 
replica was made In bronze 
using Bronze Age t echn iques. 
Mr Creed also , used iBostra- 
tkms of carnyxes on coins and 
mi the Gundestrup cauldron 
In Copenhagen which dates 
from toe second century AD. 
It depicts a number of Celts 
in battle dress playing boar¬ 
headed carnyxes. Polybius 
describes toe fearful noise 
matte by toe Celts blowing on 
boms at toe battle of Tela¬ 
mon in 225 BC 
The replica, which took 400 
hours to make, was rested at 
Edinburgh University's de¬ 
partment of physics; and Is 
played by John Kenny, toe 
trombone soloist and com¬ 
poser. The camyx has a wide 
range of sounds from mekxhc 
trumpeting to animal-like 
screeching and Mr Kenny 
listened to toe sounds of wild 
boar in an effort to recreate 
them on toe camyx. The 
replica camyx is on display at 
the Royal Museum of Scot¬ 
land until May 31. . 


Vi*,- - :"f- . T-:. • 




Surreal instrument: John Kenny, trombonist and 
blast on the 6ft high replica camyx, which is sbaj 


ter. sounds a warning 
a boar's head 


Queen’s Counsel 


The Queen has approved the 
following appointments: 
Queen's Counsel (Honoris Causa) 
Lord Goodman ' CH. Profess or 
Peter GonviQe Soon. Hazel Maiy 
lady Fox. Sir Maurice Sydney 
lipworth. Professor Francis Mar¬ 
tin Baillie Reynolds. Dr Peter 
Madiin North, Profe ss or Jeffrey 
Lionel Jowefi. 

Queen's Counsel 

Montague Sherborne. Ian Alban 
Bryant McLaren. John Graham 
BoaL Nicholas Jarvis Worstey, 
Robot Allan Fordham. Malcolm 
Leslie Bishop; Terence Augustine 
Coghlan. Alistair Geoffrey 
MacDuff. Richard Patrick Sutton. 
Stephen Andrew Nathan. Stephen 
John Unehan. Rex Hilary Tedd. 
Michael Howard Redfem. Rich¬ 
ard Paul Gray. James Wiffiam 
Ockford Curtis; Paul James 
Duke Coleridge; Richard Alfred 
Anday. 

Michael John Davy Vese- 
Hodge. Patridc Michael Joseph 
O'Connor, Stephen Windsor Les¬ 
lie, Leonard Clement Gddstone. 
Dorian Christopher Loveti-Pank. 
Peter Thomas Hughes. Victor 
Bevis Afoumado Temple. Miss 
Joanna Dodson. Charles Roger 
Garstde. Alan Robin de Wilde. 
Simon William Lawler. Paul Ren¬ 
ton Dunkrfs. Derrick Arthur Wy¬ 
att. Christopher Geoffrey Ball. 
John Graham Boggs, Timothy 
Walter Harold Raggatt. Miss Su¬ 


san May Edwards, - Nicholas 
Roger Wanen. Aidan Stephen 
Marron. Michael Joseph Adrian 
Murphy. 

Thomas McGregor Shields. 
Patrick John Harrington. Roger 
Boyd Parky. Nicholas Ranking 
Davidson. Anthony'Marie David 
Havribdc-ADan. fan Mayes; Law¬ 
rence Francis Richard Cohen. 
Roderic Lionel James Wood, Mrs 
Sazan Patricia Matthews. Andrew 
Vincent Brarawefl Bartlett, James 
Kirk Reynolds, Miss Joanna 
Christian Mary Komer. David 
Steer, William Robert Griffiths. 
Timothy Roger Charlton. Peter 
James Cooper. 

Jeremy James Carter-Manning. 
Steven Mailt Gee. Kuldip Singh. 
Stephen James Allcock. James 
Dalgfish Guthrie, Timothy Peter 
Sataman. Miss Susan Hamilton. 
Ian Lionel Croxforri. Murray 
Hilary Rosea. Peter Crampm. 
Geo&ey Charles Vos. Anthony 
John Eneray. Miss Caroline 
Jane Swift, John Biydian Steel, 
One Douglas Newberry, John 
Howell. Justin Francis Quintus 
Femvkk- 

QCs named, page 7 


Legal appointment 

Judge Stroyan. QC, to be foe 
Senior Circuit Judge at Newcastle 
upon Tyne. 


Forthcoming 

marriages 


Mr P. Brawn . 
and Miss JS. LeCoaBfenT 
The engagement is announced 
between Philip, son of Mr and 
Mis G. Brown, of Western Anstza-. 
lia. and Jo. daughter of Dr and 
Mrs FJ. ‘ Le CouHIiaid. of 
Hindheari, Surrey. 

Mr HF. Chalk 
and Mim C.E. Hofaan 
The engagement is announced 
between Rodger Francis, son of 
Mr and Mis Laurie Chalk, erf 
Ftinon Beach. New IZealand, and 
dare Elizabeth, daughter of Dr 
and Mrs Terence Hobin. of 
Sawbridgjswth. Hertfordshire. 

Mr CJJL Paxman 
and Miss FJ. Canning 
The engagemen t is announced 
between Christopher, son of Mr 
Peter Paxman. of Mayfield, and 
Mrs Alison Paxman, of 
Rofoexfidd, and Frances, daugh¬ 
ter of foe late Mr Derek Canning 
and of Mrs Sylvia Canning, of 
Sandown, Ideal Wight 

Mr J.E.H. WiDis 
and Miss AM. Evans 
The engagement is announced 
between James, son of Mr and 
Mrs Harry Wiffis. of Frant. East 
Sussex, and Alison Margaret, 
daughter of Mr and Mrs .David 
Evans, erf Sydney, Australia, 


TEL: 071 481 4000 
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Fair camellias bring 

spring to Wembley 


Bv Alan Toooooo, hokhcoltore correspondent 
I «situations, . tulips, rS 


Mr P.E. Pomn 
and Miss CLN. Marshall 
The engagpmetrt i$ announced 
between Philip, elder jen erf Mr. 
and Mrs' Edward Psora, of Nor: 
ton Canes, Staffordshne. ami 
Catherine, younger daughter of 
Dr Merlin and Dr Pteriria Mar¬ 
shall of Gosforth, Newcastle upon 
T^ne. 


Marriages 

Sqnadran Leader RJJ. Hanlon 
and Miss GJLH. Lash 
The marriage took place on 
Wednesday, March 31. in Kings- 
ton-upon-Tharoes, between Rob¬ 
ert, son trf Mr Edward Hanlon 
and the late Mrs Ruby Hanlon, of 
Christchu rc h. Dorset, and Gillian, 
daughter of the late Mr David 
Lash and of Mrs Jutfifo Lato. of 
Laver. Rediynch, Wiltshire. Mr 
Ewm MacLeod was best mao. 

Mr TJL Stevens 
and Mrs J.R. Robinson 
The marriage took place on Sat¬ 
urday, April 3. at St Jamey 
Church. Ansty, Wihtoiie. between 
Andrew Stevens and Jacqueline 
Rtrfnnson (nte Tyndl). both of 
Clapham. London. 


THE camdlia is fast becom¬ 
ing one of toe most popufor 
evergreen shruhs as people ate 
discovering that ** a 
grow, free flowenng and suit- 

ablfi for growing in containers. 

So it is hairily surpnsmg 
fhat camellias feature strongly 
at the International Spring 
Gardening Fair, which opois 
today at toe Wembley Exhibi¬ 
tion and Conference Centre. 

The Camdlia Show is one of 
the highlights of this event 
winch is organised by Neiw 
Inter national Exhibitions and 
toe Royal Horticultural Sot> 
e(y. arid includes toe RHS 
faroeftia competition (first two 
days only), and a ca mell ia 
Hmfe offered by the Interna¬ 
tional Camdlia Society. 

SaDy Court, of Old Ide- 
' worth, west London, has de¬ 
signed a town garden which 
shows how camellias can be 
used in small gardens by 
growing them in raised beds 
and containers.. Cogbuxst 
Nursery, of Hastings, Sussex, 
is showing ratneHias in con¬ 
tainers ror patios. They 
specialise in white cultivaxs 
and these indude “White 
Swan’. “White Nun’, ‘Swan 
Lake* and toe creamy yellow 
‘Jury’s YeDow*. They are also 
showing cam ellias suitable for 
hedges, such as “E. G. 
Waterhouse'. 

The Royal Horticultural So¬ 
ciety's spring show has been 
transplanted -from its usual 
Westminster venue and is 
thoroughly mixed In with 
some 200 other exhibits, in¬ 
cluding garden sundries, 
which make up the fair. Per¬ 
haps it would have been better 
in a hall of its own. 

There is plenty of colour 
from spring-ftowering bulbs. 
Kelway*s Nurseries, of Lang- 
port Somerset, have staged a 
superb drift of Iris reticulata 
hybrids, from pale blue 
‘Natasha’ to dark purple “Pur¬ 
ple Gem’, drifts of crocuses. 
anri a fine collection of fritillar- 
ias. including F. persica with 
smites of chocofate-cotoured 
bells. 

Miniature daffodils, both 
British and American, culti- 
vazs, are befog featured by 
Broadleigh Gardens, of Bish¬ 
ops Hull Somerset Among 
new introductfons are ‘Cba 
Cha\ pink, and white, lemon 
and white "Trace/ and yeflow 
and white Trina’.,,.. . >- 

Avon. BufoSr ■ tit Mid 
Lamhrook. Somerset,htivear- 
ranged their bulbs {recording 
to conditkuis required: there 
are bulbs for shady woodland 
areas, like aythromums. 


Chartered 

Accountants 

Mr F.E. Worstey, Master erf foe 
Company of Chartered Acooud- 
tarris in England and .Wales, 
presented Mr Bobby Bridges with 
a cheque far Cbeny Trees, a 
charity providing raphe care for 
severely disabled children, at the 
Spring dinner held last night at 
Drapos* Hafl. The Master pre¬ 
sented Mis Rebecca Coflinson 
with the WoisbjpfaJ Comp an y's 
first priae certificate and Mr Arwuj 
Mehta and Miss' Clare Mayo with 

glvpr mfldafo and <yrtifirah»g 


Appointments 

The toDtnrtng Join the Council of foe 
Winston Churehfll Memorial Trust 
Mr Jonathan Bmdbeer, the Bart or 
Dalkeith, The Baroness Fhuhec Lord 
Nome, and Mr Mark Robinson. MP. 


pttisatiOas and camassias with 
spikes of starry blue flowers. 

Several other nuraeries are 
showing spring woodland 
plants. The Paradise Centre, 
of Lamarsh. Suffolk, has some 
fine trifliums: the purple-flow¬ 
ered Trillium chbropetalum 
and its vtoite variety album. 
Also attracting attention is a 
yeflow woodland violet, Viola 
biflora. 

The exhibit from Glebe 
Cottage Plants, of Warideigh. 
Devon, has a Gertrude Jekyfl 
theme nearly all of toe wood¬ 
land and sbadfrtoving plants 
are plants that she grew. There 
is a fine collection of spurges 
or euphorbias, including foe 
purple-flushed E. ‘Qtamdeon’ 
and the red-eyed Exmartwii. 

Bumcoose and South 
Down Nursery, of Redruth, 
Cornwall, staunch supporters 
of RHS shows, have excelled 
themselves at toe Spring Fair, 
with a vast display of orna¬ 
mental plants which includes 
azaleas, rhododendrons and 
Japanese maples. Acer 
palmatum. Striking in its 
might shrimp-pink young fo¬ 
liage is A. p. ‘Chiao’. There is 
even a rose in flower — the 
angle yellow ‘Canary Bird*. 

A good range of tender 
perennials, most suited to 
patio contafoeis, has been 
staged by Brian Hfley, of 
Waflington. Surrey, including 
Lotus mascaensis with yellow 
flowers and attractive ferny 
fniiagp — an ideal and'unuso- 
aJ subject for hanging baskets. 

£ven more exotic plants 
than these abound at toe fur 
and range from cacti and 
succulents to colourful 
bromeliads. Lush Mage 
plants like ferns, huge tree 
ferns and palms in a tropica] 
rain-forest setting feature in 
Ann Swithinbank’s World of 
Houseplants. The exhibit in¬ 
dudes various room settings 
“furnished” with suitable 
houseplants. 

Other “gardens" are also 
aimed to inform visitors: for 
example, there are patios in 
various styles with planted 
containers; front gardens of 
different designs; a lawn dem¬ 
onstrating all you need to 
know about making and care^ 
and -.a tow-maintenance 
garden which features ever- 
, greens.'conifers and other 
labour-saving haidy plants. . 

- The fair is open daily over 
toe Easter period, from - 
9.30am to 7.30pm. and doses 
at 5pm on 12 ApriL 


Latest wills . 

Mr Philip Edward Lonpoue. of 
Hindley Green. Greater 
Manchester, left estate valued at 
£537.469 net He died intestate. 
Elizabeth Mazy Buraky,4rf New¬ 
ton. HungeribinL Berfahire. fbr- 
merfy of St Katharine^ House. 
Wantage. Oxfordshire £1.122,707 
net. 

She left a personal bequest of El 4XX>. 
a JXJO to the National mat,and other 
bequests to the community orsr Maiy 
the virgin, wantage. St chdstopbers 
Boaplce, london. the Chunh Army, st 
uxkrs Hospital tor tfae Oergy. 
London, and the Children's Sodefy. 
Mr David Theodore Bourse, of 
Edgbaston, We» Midlands, left estate 
valued at E223.166 net He left Us 
entire estate to Birmingham 
unlveisttr. 

Otter estates include (net before ta# 
Mis Sheila Hetghwgy Baldly, of 
Bournemouth. Dorset ___ €829,603. 
Mia Dorodu Marcella Base; of cSuaixL 

surrey-—_— __E73N982- 

Mr Peter wettbum BajUm. at Ttttey. 
Worcester and HerehatJ £S6(WHA. 


FAX: 071 481 9313 


V you. Lord aOoafcl 'keep 
■cc uuii t of Atk vrtio canM 
bald Ms pvmff But with 
you Is IWviwMU . n Mat 
yra may be revered. 

Psulm 130C 3 m4 


























































































































































































































































































































































































APRIL V 


, U>ji t-4* I j 


tsbrin 


smble 


THE TIMES THURSDAY APRIL 8 1993 

Obituaries 


RECORRL>r', 

nose ■ : 

c‘b seal. i: : 

stiL- 

ss or -■ ■_ 

sera! 

*ine ±vr,-., 
its. fr.tr rv... 

iifiiir?:. < 

rcriUiurr.' 

i Tril:;^ 

1 ip wr..:c 

ow _ 

[on>. 

ffci: i!\r.:r 

3SEC P:.2T; 

von. h^> _ . 
:?ne .. 

5ii and _- 

jpias-.-j.-.r.j 

i f:?rc . 

so :re -- v 
Bur:~ - . 
y»r. N■■ 
3JT!ttu-. 

R!i> -- 
arrv.-^l ■/' _ 

Tin i _ 


S.C (Billy)Griffith,CBE. 
DFC, TD. secretary of MCC 
from 1962 to 1974, died in a 
Sussex musing home yesterday 
aged 78. He wag born on Jmy 
16,1944. 

DURING his 22 years with MCC. 
first as assistant secretajy to Ronnie 
Aird and then, from 1962 to 1974 

as secretary, Billy Griffith was at the 

centre of events at a time when cricket 
was having to reconcile itself to 

modem demands. It was a period, 
too, when, as an international game, 
cricket underwent unprecedented 
stresses. At home he was closely 
involved with the introduction of one- 
day cricket (19631. the demise of the 
amateur (1968-70) and the onset of 
“player power, of which, however, 
he was instinctively suspicious. Such 
was his anxiety to see that the spirit of 
the game was never compromised 
that he appeared at moments to be 
somewhat reactionary. 

On the international front his 
period as secretary coincided with the 
acute crisis which faced the game 
over apartheid in South Africa. The 
“D'OIiveira affair of 1968 — in 
which MCC was dearly seen to bow 
to a South African government 
diktat in leaving out of its touring 
side a coloured player of such 
persuasive credentials — caused an 
explosion of public outrage against 
MCC which could, and should, have 
been foreseen. As MCC's spokes¬ 
man, Griffiths, highly sensitive to the 
issues, offered his resi gnati on. It was 
not accepted — to the relief even of 
those who were MCCs most persis¬ 
tent critics. Though he could not 
escape implication in MCC's errors 
of judgment. Griffith was generally 
regarded as having acted with total 
integrity throughout the affair. ■ 
The fact was that he personified an 
age when cricket was a more carefree 
business. He longed, unrealistically 
as he would have admitted, for die 
era before politics entered the game 


Michael Kanin, Oscar- 
winning screenwriter, 
director, producer and 
playwright, died in Los 
Angeles on March 12 
aged 83. He was bom in 
Rochester. New York, on 
February 1,1910. 

MICHAEL Kanin's writing 
career began, literally, by acci¬ 
dent He bad set out to be an 
artist studying at the Art 
Students League and the New 
York School of Design, and 
was painting scenery for bur¬ 
lesque shows during the De¬ 
pression when an eye injury 
forced him to switch to 
writing. 

The talent ran in the family. 
Kanin's elder brother was 
G arson Kanin, later to achieve 
fame as the author of Bom 
Yesterday, and the careers of 
the two men were to become 
intertwined after they both 
moved to Hollywood. They 
had actually begun together in 
showbusiness during their stu¬ 
dent days, writing, producing 
and singing for summer 
shows at hotels in the Catskfll 
Mountains. In 1942, just 
three years after going to 
California as a writer for 
RKO. Michael Kanin shared 
an Academy Award for writ¬ 
ing the Katharine Hepburn— 
Spencer Tracy comedy 
Woman of the Year. Five years 
later he produced A Double 
Life, starring Ronald Colman, 
with a script written fry his 
brother and Ruth Gordon. 
The film received four Oscar 
nominations and won two 
Oscars. 


S. C. GRIFFITH 



and worried fearfully about die rights 
and wrongs with which players were 
confronted, as a result As secretary 
throughout an exceptionally difficult 
period, he was widely respected for 
his conscientiousness and for his 
concern for players as human beings. 

Stewart Cathie Griffith was known 
universally as Billy. According to his 


own version his father, who had 
wanted to christen him William — 
Cathie was an inescapable family 
name — had bridled at the font, 
realising that the initials “W. C." 
might expose his infant son to a 
lavatorial nickname in later life. He 
was educated at Dulwich College, 
where he excelled himself as a player 


of all sorts of games, and at Pem¬ 
broke College. Cambridge, where he 
won a cricket blue. Soon afterwards 
he toured Australia and New Zea¬ 
land with an MCC side, though not 
their strongest. The tour helped to 
calm the waters that had been so 
ruffled by die now notorious 
“bodyline" tour of 1932-33. For two 
years, 1937-39, he taught at his old 
school-before war service claimed 
‘him. .' 

His war was a distinguished one. 
He served as a pilot in die Glider 
Pilot regiment, reached the rank of 
lieutenant-colonel and in 1944 won 
the DFC,-pQqting to the Normandy 
invasion die glider bearing the 
commander of the Airborne Divi¬ 
sion. 

When the war was over Griffith 
went at once into cricket. From 1946 
to 1950 he was secretary of Sussex, 
whom he captained in the" first of 
those years. He was a fine wicket¬ 
keeper, good enough, in fad. to tour 
the West Indies in 1947-48 (when he 
was also assistant manager of the 
MCC team, in charge of tour 
finances) and to be preferred to 
Godfrey Evans for the last two Test 
matches in South Africa in 1948-49. 

He was also a tenacious batsman. 
Indeed, he made the first of his three 
fiist-dass hundreds in a Test match 
— against the West Indies at Port of 
Spam, Trinidad. With the England 
team beset with injuries he was called 
to open the baiting on his debut for 
bis country and performed magnifi¬ 
cently on a day of such sweltering 
heat thar by teatime, when he came 
in on 73 not out, his pads were 
completely soaked through with 
sweat That evening, in spite of the 
salt pms he had taken, Griffith 
collapsed in the team's hotel, totally 
immobilised from cramp. He went 
on to score 140 in the innings. 

After giving up the secretaryship of 
Sussex, and before being appointed 
to Lord's in 1952, Griffith was for 
two yeans cricket correspondent of 


The Sunday Times. The burdens the 
secretaryship of MCC placed on him 
were much exacerbated by illness 
which forced him to curtail his own 
playing career and plagued him 
thereafter. In 1961 he had a lung 
removed and was subject to bad 
bouts of bronchial pneumonia for 
some years. 

Public reaction to the D'Otiveira 
affair made it dear that the projected 
South African cricket tour of Eng¬ 
land in 1970 must now be in 
jeopardy. With anti-apartheid groups 
making threats that they would 
disrupt the matches, turning cricket 
grounds into battlefields. Griffith 
and M.J. C. Allom. who as presi¬ 
dent of MCC was also chairman of 
the Cricket CouncD. were called to the 
Home Office on May 21. There they 
were asked by the home secretary, 
James Callaghan, to caned the tour. 
It was the end of cricketing relations 
between England and South Africa 
for many a long day. This was a 
matter Griffith could not help regret¬ 
ting. even while he understood it In 
this he flew in the face of mainstream 
opinion, but his reasons for feeling as 
he did were respected even by such 
authoritative leaders of the "anti” 
party as the Right Rev David 
Sheppard. Simply, he cherished the 
belief that it was better to keep 
playing than to sever links. 

In 1974 Griffith was appointed 
CBE, and in 1979-80, he was 
president of MCC. He was also 
responsible for tbe 1980 recoding of 
foe Laws of Cricket, an onerous 
undertaking which kept him much 
occupied during the early years of his 
retirement He had maintained, too, 
his interest in soldiering part-time 
and in 1954 was awarded the 
Territorial decoration. His son. 
Mike, captained Sussex from 1969 
to 1972. 

S. C. Griffith, who had been in a 
nursing home for a number of years, 
is survived by his wife. Barbara, his 
son and a daughter, P aulin* 


DIMITRIS 

TSEVAS 


MICHAEL KANIN 



PROFESSOR JOHN 
CONN 


Spencer Tracy and Katharine Hepburn in a scene from Woman of the Yeor which won 

an Oscar for Michael Kanin 


Much of Kanin’s work was 
done in collaboration with his 
wife. Fay Mitchell, whom he 
had met on the RKO lot soon 
after arriving in Hollywood. 
The pair sold their first script. 
Sunday Punch, to MGM not 
long after their marriage in 
1940, and their later film 
credits included Rhapsody 
(1954), starring Elizabeth 
Taylor, and Teacher's Pet 
(1958). with Clark Gable and 
Doris Day. Teachers Pet was • 


nominated for an Oscar for 
the best original screenplay. 

They also wrote for the 
stage, with Broadway shows 
including His and Hers 
(1954). Raskomon (1959) and 
the musical The Gov Life in 
1961. 

In later years Michael 
Kanin returned to his first love 
and began producing bronze 
sculptures of bis favourite en¬ 
tertainers. including Charlie 
Chaplin, Louis Armstrong 


Professor John Com, 
naval architect and John 
Elder P rof essor of Naval 
Architecture in the 
University of Glasgow, 
1957-73. died on March 
27 aged 89. He was born 
on Joty5.1903. 

A NATIVE of Aberdeen. John 
Conn received his early educa¬ 
tion there, inducting an ap¬ 
prenticeship at the Alexander 
HaH shipyard. He then stud¬ 
ied naval architecture at Glas¬ 
gow University, graduating in 
1929. 

After further experience in 
shipyard design offices on the 
Clyde and the Wear he be¬ 
came a member of the scientif¬ 
ic staff of the William Fronde 
Laboratory, which was part of 
the National Physical Labora¬ 
tory. He soon established a 
reputation for his knowledge 
concerning foe resistance and 
propulsion of ships, and pub¬ 
lished a number of papers in 
this field. 

During the war he worked 
in the aerodynamics division 
and Groucho Marx His work of the National Physical Lab- 
was exhibited at the Heritage oratory on the design of sea- 


Gallery in Los Angeles. 

A charter member of the 
Writers Guild of America 
West Kanin founded the 
Michael Kanin Original 
Playwriting Awards in which 
college writers' works were 
produced at the John F. 
Kennedy Centre for foe Per¬ 
forming Arts in Washington. 

He is survived by his wife, 
his brother and one son. 
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plane hulls. He also 
collaborated with Barnes Wal¬ 
lis on tests which led to the 
development of the bouncing 
bomb, used to breach the 
Mohne, Ederand Sorpedams 
in the spring of 1943. 

In 1945. on the formation 
of foe British Ship Research 
Association, he was appointed 
its chief naval architect He 
quickty established a research 
programme covering all tech¬ 
nical aspects of ship design. 
This was organised to bring in 
all the major ship testing 
tanks, the structural laborato¬ 
ries run by foe Admiralty and 
Lloyd’s Register of Shipping 
and several universities which 
had no background in ship 
design. 

He tried to ensure that all 
this theoretical and model 
scale work was checked by 
measurements on ships at sea. 
Full scale tests were carried out 
on the Queen Elisabeth in 
order to provide better design 
guidance for the large liners 
being designed at that time. 
In 1946 he was awarded a 
DSc by Glasgow University 


for a thesis on “The Strength 
and Vibration of Propeller 
Blades”. 

In 1957 he was appointed 
to the John Elder chair at 
Glasgow. With the help of his 
many friends in the Clydeside 
shipbuilding industry he 
raised foe funds to build foe 
largest experiment tank avail¬ 
able in a UK university. This 
was a valuable tool in ship 
resistance research and for foe 
developing offshore oQ busi¬ 
ness. It attracted research 
workers from around foe 
world. 

In 196 1 Conn was responsi¬ 
ble for organising foe first 
International Ship's Structure 
Congress, an organisation 
which now meets every three 
years and provides the main 
forum for ship structural de¬ 
sign. He was aware that 
technological excellence was 
not sufficient to ensure the 
continuance of the shipbuild¬ 
ing .industry and tried to 
stimulate foe introduction of 
computers in both design and 
production. Research was be¬ 
gun on numerically controlled 
machine tools for shipyard 
use. However the organ¬ 
isational problems were more 
fundamental and the industry 
rapidly declined, much to his 
.regret 

Conn represented foe UK 
on several international bod¬ 
ies. At home he was often 
called upon as a technical 
assessor in courts of enquiry 
into disasters at sea. 

He leaves his widow. Doris, 
a son and a daughter. 



Dimitris Tsevas. deputy 
prosecutor of foe 
Supreme Court of Greece, 

died in Athens on March 
26 aged 62. He was bora 
on June 12, !930. 

AS THE man in charge of 
investigations into the pro¬ 
tracted mystery of domestic 
terrorism in Greece over foe 
past two years, Dimitris 
Tsevas was widely respected 
for foe integrity, courage and 
even-handedness with which 
he enforced foe law in a 
country where governments 
have often made it a practice 
to influence the course of 
justice to suit their own ends. 

His reputation for impar¬ 
tiality was severely tested 
throughout a brilliant career 
of 34 years, in the course of 
Much he exposed some of foe 
most notorious affairs that 
bedevilled Greek political life. 

In the summer of 1988, 
taking advantage of a brief 
vacation by his superior, he 
initiated proceedings against 
George Koskotas, owner of foe 
Bank of Crete, who was even¬ 
tually convicted for siphoning 
off deposits of state enterprises 
worth £200 million to finance 
the acquisition of a personal 
media empire. The discredit¬ 
ed banker's allegation that the 
then ruling socialists instigat¬ 
ed the embezzlement was dis¬ 
proved only with regard to foe 
prime minister. Andreas 
Papandreou, but led neverthe¬ 
less to the premier's fall from 
power in foe elections of 1989. 

Bom in foe Attic village of 
Polydendri, Dimitris Tsevas 
graduated in law from Athens 
University and went into pri¬ 
vate practice until 1959 when 
he joined the judidaiy, serving 
as public prosecutor in several 
provincial Greek cities. 

in 1988 he may have dis¬ 
pleased the socialists, but at 
the outset of his career he had 
caused equal umbrage to their 
conservative rivals when he 
charged a senior officer of the 
Gendarmerie with offences 
relating to the electoral legisla¬ 
tion. It was a time when the 
ruling conservatives were 
being accused by the Opposi¬ 
tion of organising large-scale 
poll rigging in the elections of 
1961. with the help of the 
army and the police. 

During foe mflitaiy dicta¬ 
torship in 1970. as director of 
public prosecutions in Crete. 
he stopped Brigadier 
Pattakos. one of the ruling 
junta, from having an old 
church demolished. He was 
promptly banished to a lesser 
post in foe Peloponnese. 


After foe restoration of de¬ 
mocracy in 1974, he conduct¬ 
ed foe enquiry into foe violent 
suppression of the students' 
revolt at foe polytechnic in 
Athens in 1973 which eventu¬ 
ally led to the fall of the junta. 
When foe last dictator. Colo¬ 
nel Dimitri os loannidis. who 
was still free, turned up at his 
office flanked tty armed body¬ 
guards, he dismissed the es¬ 
cort, and interrogated foe 
accused officer who was even¬ 
tually arrested and convicted 
with his accomplices. Tsevas 
was then severely criticised for 
exploding the popular myth 
foal there had been “hun¬ 
dreds" of dead when the 
junta's tanks crashed their way 
into foe polytechnic. 

Tsevas’s search for terrorists 
focused mainly on the “17 
November” organisation 
(named after the date of the 
polytechnic uprising) which 
has. in foe last 18 years, 
murdered ar least 19 promi¬ 
nent Greeks and Americans, 
in a total of 45 attacks carried 
out with guns, bombs and 
anti-tank rockets. Not a single 
member of that organisation 
was ever apprehended. 
Whether Tsevas had found the 
thread of Ariadne in this 
baffling series of killings, re¬ 
mains unknown. 

Tsevas’s investigation 
brought him into open conflict 
with the Greek news media. 
He was, ex offido. responsible 
for foe enforcement of foe 
draconian anti-terrorist legis¬ 
lation introduced in 1990 by 
the present conservative gov¬ 
ernment This included a ban 
on the publication of foe long 
proclamations foal the terror¬ 
ists invariably put out to daim 
each attack and explain the 
ideological reasons that had 
prompted ft. 

In September 1992, Tsevas 
provoked strong reactions 
from politicians tty publishing 
an article advocating a peace¬ 
ful “revolution of morals" to 
free foe nation from foe cor¬ 
ruption and inefficiency 
brought about by the dient- 
patron relationship between 
voters and politidans. 

At the time of his death he 
had requested parliament to 
lift the immunity of a deputy 
from the ruling party, charged 
with forgery in connection 
with foe release of a convicted 
narcotics merchant 

He was tipped as the likeli¬ 
est candidate for foe top post 
of Supreme Court Prosecutor 
after foe retirement of the 
present Incumbent in June. 
He leaves his widow and two 
sons. 


ALFRED BUTTS 


Alfred M. Butts, inventor 
of “Scrabble," died in 
Rhinebeck. New York, on 
April 4 aged 93. He was 
born in Poughkeepsie. 

New York in 1900. 

ALFRED Butts was an unem¬ 
ployed architect in the darkest 
days of the American Depres¬ 
sion when hecame up with foe 
idea for Scrabble. He had long 
been an enthusiastic chess 
player and a fan of crosswords 
and jigsaw puzzles, and with 
little else to do he designed foe 
new game to be based on 
knowledge, strategy and 
chance. He divided a standard 
playing board into small 
squares, and cut foe 100 
lettered wooden tiles by hand. 
Scoring was to be based on 
arranging the letters into 
words, with varying points for 
each letter, multiplied Mien 
platted on premium squares. 

But foe invention Much was 
ultimately to sell nearly 100 
million sets all over the world, 
and make Butts a millionaire 
on royalties of three cents per 
game, did little to help his 
immediate plight For nearly 
two decades foe idea was 
rejected by major game manu¬ 
facturers as unmarketable, 
and foe only players were 
Butts, his wife Nina, and a few 
friends. She was belter at the 
game than he was. once 


scoring 234 for "quixotic” 

Butts had problems in nam¬ 
ing foe game, experimenting 
with “ Lexica", "Criss Cross 
Words," and simply "It" 
Under any name at all. foe big 
companies continued to reject 
it and it was not until 1948 
that one of his friends, James 
Brunot volunteered to make 
and marker foe game, coining 
the name of "Scrabble". 

Brunot could only manage 
to make and sell a few dozen 
sets a week, and the enterprise 
lost money until, in 1952, foe 
chairman of Maty’s depart¬ 
ment store played foe game 
while on holiday and decided 
to stock it thereafter. Sudden¬ 
ly, Scrabble took off. Thirty 
five workers churning out 
6,000 sets a week could not 
keep up with foe demand. 

As the craze spread, there 
was a de luxe version with a 
revolving turntable, a pocket 
edition for travellers, a junior 
version for children, foreign 
language versions, a television 
programme, and even a dirty- 
word variant produced in 
Hollywood. There were books 
on strategy, and international 
Scrabble tournaments. 

Butts, who in the meantime 
had pursued a successful 
career as an architect, quietly 
enjoyed his unexpected for¬ 
tune". 

His wife predeceased him. 
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NEWMARKET CRAVEN 
MEETING 

THURSDAY. Six OXJOCt 
(By Express) 

The continuance of fine weather adds to 
the arrivals of sporting people every day. 
The visiters continue, however, to be 
only thorough-bred turf-men. These 
races have not ai any time been 
attractive to those who frequent such 
meetings for amusement sake, indeed, 
from the want of accommodation on the 
course, it does not appear to be an object 
to give such visiters much encourage¬ 
ment The ground at Newmarket is 
known to be an extensive heath, 
supplied with one stand-house, and that 
in a situation which renders it entirely 
useless; for the running, for foe most 
part takes place dong foe flat, at some 
distance from it Neither do any persons 
attend with drays or carts to afford 
standing room, so that foe pedestrians 
have little pleasure in seeing the 
running and are exposed to be rode over 
by foe horsemen, from being obliged to 


ON THIS DAY 
April 8 1825 


Next week the racefor the Craven Stakes 
will be run yet again — in conditions 
decidedly more favourable to both man 
and beast than those described here. 


mix with them. The Duke of Portland 
has provided a moveable stand, which is 
placxd upon a cart, but that affords 
accommodation only on a very small 
scale, and is exclusively for his family 
and friends. For these reasons you miss 
almost entirety from the racecourse at 
Newmarket those crowds of foe curious 
of foe lower orders whom similar 
spectacles bring together in other places; 
and foe absence of booths for their 
refreshment robs the meeting of all 


appearance of a country festival. 

The number of horsemen upon foe 
course to-day was very great Tbe Duke 
of York was on the ground. Betting as to 
foe Dertty is in a languishing state. 
Rufus is spoiling all sport by winning 
everything. It was strongly expected that 
he would have been beaten by the Duke 
of York’s Phantom, particularly as 31b. 
were allowed because of foe mare being 
untried. This horse has great action in 
him. but he is a laty brute. Every thing 
that he has done has been in foe most 
sluggish way. He takes stabbing and 
beating without measure. 

Tbe following horses were declared 
winners; 

Sweepsiakes of 1001, each; for coils. 8 sl 71b; and 
fillies a si. 41b; rising 3-yrs oM: Poke ol Grafton’s 
b e. Cramer, by Election out of sargut™!; Duke of 

Portland's e. by Teasdale out or Pledge-2; an 

excellent race. The jocklea stabbed and flogged 
■ nearly (he whole way. This was considered the best 
race during the present meeting. 

Sweepstakes of ISO gs-each; tor cola and fillies; 
Mr. Thornhill? Surprise, by scud out of 
Manfred). I: Duke of Grafton's c. by woful, wn of 
sister to Nectar. 2. This was rather a good race; but 
on (he whole the days sport has not been 
considered very good. Day, uie Jockey, was thrown 
from the florae whilst running, which rolled twice 
ewer him... 
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Rome welcomes Anglican rebels 

■ The Roman Catholic Church opened the door to hundreds 
of rebel Anglican priests who wish to defect in a move that 
could herald the biggest schism in western Christendom since 
the Reformation. 

The Vatican said it “has answered positively” requests from 
Anglicans opposed to the ordination of women. The Italian 
newspaper, La Stampa, which has dose links with the 
Vatican, said that about 1,000 Church of England dergy, 
including some bishops, wished to defect.Page I 

General drives to rescue of town 

■ In a desperate attempt to save the people of the besieged 

Bosnian Muslim enclave of Srebrenica, General Philippe 
MoriHon, commander of UN forces, was leading a convoy of 
four armoured vehides to the town_Pages 1,12.13 


Class war 

Schools face the most wide¬ 
spread industrial action since die 
pay strikes of the mid 1980s after 
John Patten, education secre¬ 
tary. failed to pacify unions by 
announcing a curriculum and 
testing review..Page 1 

Nuclear cloud 

A radioactive cloud from an ex¬ 
plosion at the Tomsk nuclear 
reprocessing plant was moving 
across Siberia as scientists flew to 
investigate the cause of the 
j accident-Pages 1.14 

Early Easter 

The Easter break starts early to¬ 
day, with airports expected to be 
crowded with holidaymakers 
leaving for the “double*' bank 
holiday weekend_Page I 

Ulster appeal 

John Major stepped up the pres¬ 
sure on Northern Ireland polit¬ 
ical leaders to return to the 
negotiating table, reminding 
them that this was the wish of 
most people in the United King¬ 
dom and Ireland_Page 2 

Pop star has HIV 

Holly Johnson, the lead singer of 
the now defunct pop group 
Frankie Goes to HoOywtxxL con¬ 
firmed that he has the HIV 
virus—.—.................... Page 3 

Birth damages 

A mother of seven won £140,679 
damages in the High Court for 
the bungled sterilisation opera- 
non that led to the birth of her 
youngest son-Page 3 


Security alert 

Managers of a company run¬ 
ning foe first privatised prison 
escort service have been called in 
by foe head of the prison service 
after a series of incidents in 
which prisoners escaped or arri¬ 
ved late at courts_Page 5 

Suicide enquiry 

Pangboume College is to hold 
an independent enquiry into al¬ 
legations of buHying at foe pri¬ 
vate school after the suicide of a 
16-year-old pupil. Berkshire 
council announced Page 8 

Tory gloom 

The Conservatives have a knack 
of running into trouble shortly 
alter winning elections and their 
current pan rating is worse than 
after previous election victories. 
PoQ chart_Page II 

British offer... 

Britain offered up to 12 fighter 
aircraft to Nafo to enforce foe 
United Nations no-fly zone over 
Bosnia. Six Tornado F3 fighters 
backed fay refuelling tankers, will 
be available_Page 12 

German indecision 

The German government has 
agreed to participation in Awacs 
missions m Bosnia but has 
allowed foe Free Democrats to 
question the derision in the con- . 
stitutional court_Page 13 

Personal campaign 

Hillary Clinton has thrown her¬ 
self info the health car reforms 
fray with renewed vigour after a 
twoweek vigil at foe bedside of 
her sick, father-...Page 15 



Moscow memory-, the Russian Orthodox patriarch gives oommunioa at the first Armonriation mass held in the Kremlin since 1918 


On foe rebound: Business leaders 
said that an “embryo” economic 
recovery is now under way. The 
CBI finding that its members were 
more confident was-backed by two 
other surveys---Page 25 

Tough talk: Receivers for Leyland 
DAF are threatening to buy brakes 
and dutches, elsewhere in reaction 
to a refusal by AP to deliver unless 
payment is made-Page 25 

Markets: Shares recovered from 
heavy eariy losses but foe FT-SE 
100 index was stiD down 10.1 at 
2,822. at foe dose. The pound 
gained .96 pfennigs to DM2.4469 
in. response to an easing of German 
interest rates and was up 20 casts 
at $1.5135---Page 28 




Racing: Jockey Peter Scudamore 
went out in style; ending an 18- 
year career with a victory in his very 
Last rac& Scudamore rode Sweet 
Duke to victory for his I,677lh 
win.-.—Pages 1,46,48 

Golf: No prize is more coveted. 
“Augusta is unique,” Nick Faldo 
and Greg Norman said with foe 
reverence usually associated with 
some phenomenon of nature such 
as foe Grand Canyon—. Page 46 

Motor racing: When the Grand 
Prix of Europe takes place at 
Donington Park on Sunday, Tom 
Wheatcroft wfll become foe only 
private owner of a Formula One 
circuit Andrew Longmore finds 
out how he did it_Page 42 


Hefl at No 10: Bring married to foe 
prime minister has taken a heavy 
toll on Norma Major—page 18 


puffing teeth: “I knew there was 
serious trouble when mydentist 
informed me that his relations with 
foe NHS had 'been strained'. Afew 
lines lower—-evidence not so much 
of a strain as a bloody rupture,” 
writes Peter Millar-Page 19 


Favoured style: Wolf in sheep’s 
dofoing: a prince's boric of rural 
revolution posing as a coffee- table 
offering — HIGHGROVE, Por¬ 
trait of an Estate -Page 40 


Not quite a mkwcte: Steve Martin 
plays a conman preschermieup of 
Faith but the film foils to get off foe 
ground-- —.Pagc37 

Camera man: Sven Nykrisf, ane- 
matographer on 18 of..Ingmar 
Bergman'S; films.- talks about his 
debut as director wifo Tfre Ox, 
based on his ownfarnify bisttiiyin 
19th-century Sweden-—. Page 37 
Marlowe exposed: Peter Whdan’s' 
The School of Night, bytheRSC, 
presents Chrfetopher Mariowe as 
an atheist, republican and double 
agent-..»—2;—.. Page 38 

Darling Uti Marlene: Berliners have 
rraried negatively to a heavily 
hyped new musical about foe life of 
Marlene Dietrich-^._Page 39 


Scrabble inventor dies at 93 

B Alfred Butts, the man who made word-building an 
international sport, died in his hometown of Rhinebeck, New 
York, aged 93. He remained puzzled until the end by the 
success of his invention, “Scrabble”. The game, devised in the 
1930s, gained world-wide fame, selling 100 million sets in 
90 nations and 24 languages.-.Plages 3,23 





Kenneth Clarke has 
asked for an enquiry 
into the system of 
means-related 
penalties following 
the case of the £1.200 
fttterbug fine 
Page 7 





Joanna Grenside. the 
fitness teacher whose 
disappearance led to 
a ponce hunt said she 
suffered from bulimia 
and could not face 
Christmas 
Page 3 


GiulioAndreotti, tire 
former prime 
minis ter, was • 
interrogated by the 
judge leading the 
Italian corruption 
investigation 
V&gclT 


THE TIMES TOMORROW 


Shutting the stable doors 

■ We go on stable patrol with the equine version of 
Neighbourhood Watch—the dedicated women who 
struggle against the horse molesters 

After the Cold War... 

■ Is the CokI War realty over? Why one man intends 
to battle on against the increasing threat of the 
enemies within our society 

Image of the artist 

■ The Hayward Gallery presents Britain^ first 
retrospective of the work of American artist Georgia 
O’Keeffe; finned for her bizarre images ... • 


Much of Britain will be mainly 

doudy today, with outbreaks of 
rain and drizzle, especially in the west and the south. Heavier rain 
will spread into Northern Ireland this afternoon and edge east 
across many areas, but is unlikely to reach the South East. Eastern 
Scotland mil be bright before rain affects all but the Northern 
Isles. Outlook doudy and wet tomorrow; becoming brighter and 
drier in foe south and in eastern Scotland on Saturday. 
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Sister Gabriel has been in a remote 
Welsh convent for 16 years. There 
are signs that she may have regrets. 
Body and Soul, a new drama serire 
(ITV. 9 pm)-Page 47 


Alas, poor Major 

A year ago this Saturday, John 
Major glowed with the satisfaction 
of winning, against foe odds, his 
awn mandate from foe British 
people. Since then, events — the 
bane of a politician’s fife — have 
dented his dreams. As well as re¬ 
sumed growth, Mr Major needs 

more of “the vision thing” ff he is to 

regain, trust............—Page 21 

Calendar chains 

The grim season of gridlock and 
unanswered telephones has arrived 
two days before Good Friday. Just 
as shoppers should be allowed fo 
shop seven days a week, so foe 
system of public hofidays needs tb 
be made for more flexible. A holi¬ 
day spent in a traffic jam is no - 
holiday at all-—Page 21 


WILLIAM REES-MOGG 

Each nation has a historic anxiety 
to avoid about not repeating its 
own painful experiences. Ameri¬ 
cans fear slump, Russians fear in¬ 
vasion, Germans fear inflation. 
Japanese fear nuclear bombs and 
foe Chinese fear anarchy. The 
main aim of the Chinese leaders is 
to control the pace of that political 
change. Like all politicians, they 
want to retain their own power. 
They fear that loss of political order 
could destroy economic and social 


ANATOLE kautfsky 

Failing inflation is a worldwide 
phenomenon that does little credit 
to John Major or Norman LamnnL 
Michal Kaledri, foe great Polish 
economist, predicted in 1943 that 
Keynesian foil employment poli¬ 
ties would eventually be aban¬ 
doned — not because they failed 
economically, but because they 
would produce class conflict and 


Growing fears over foe standard 
attainment tasks Paee 21 


Russia is on foe way to holding a 
terrible and sad record, that of foe 
greatest nuclear polluter on the 
planet. The accidents... are due to 
a lade of security, rid or obsolete 
materials at many of foe rites and a 
dilution of the authority of decision 
makers if it exists at all —Le Monde 
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BUSINESS 

TODAY 


SHIFTING 



The newly elected 
government of France 
appears ready to shift 
its stance on the Gatt 
talks to help secure a 
world trade agreement 
Page 2 7 

-♦- 


FALLING 


Profits at ICL, now 
owned by Fujitsu, fell 
by 3 8 per cent last year 
and 1,200jobs were 
lost. But the outlook is 
brighter 
Page 26 


SUPPING 



Savoy Hotd slipped 
into the red last year 
but advance bookings 
are looking healthier. - • 
helped by a devalued 
pound 
Page 27 

-+- 

THE POUND 

US$.1.5135 (+0.0020) 

German mark.. 2.4459 (+0.009® 

Exchange index.79.9 (+02) 

Bank of England official dose 

f4pmj 

STOCK MARKET 

FTSE 100.2822.1 (-10.1) 

Dow Jones ...3385.13 (+7.56)* 
Nikkei Avg 1982923 (+342.43) 

INTEREST RATES 

London Bank Base.6% 

3-monlh Interbank. 

US Federal Funds.2 is w%* 

3-month Trees Bite 2.92-2.91%* 
Long Bond.6.93%* 

CURRENCIES 

New York: London: 

£:S .1.5150* LS .1 5125 
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$:SWfr. 1.4880* £:SWfr..22490 

S:Ffr ...5.4673* E:Ffr.82700 
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London Forex maikel dose 

GOLD 

London Fixing (S): 

AM 337.15..PM 336.75 

Close.336.10-336.60 

New York; 

Come*..33725-337.75* 

RETAIL PRICES 

RPI. 138 8 February (15%) 

* Denotes rnkWay trading price 



End of the storm in sight Higgs and Hill’s John Tlieakstoii, left, and Colin Archer, finance director, are hoping for sustained recoveiy 

Recoveiy is beginning 
say business leaders 


By Philip Bassett 

INDUSTRIAL EDITOR 

LEADERS of British busi¬ 
ness yesterday proclaimed 
that an “embryo economic 
recovery is under way. 
Confederation of British In¬ 
dustry officials are hopeful 
that the next quarterly indus¬ 
trial trends survey m three 
•weeks’ time will show dear 
signs of recovery in die 
economy, with positive fig¬ 
ures for actual orders in the 
first four months of this year. 

While the CBI wfll. reserve 
any formal declaration of the 
end of the recession until the 
survey, CBI leaders echoed 
government ministers’ recent 
optimism after their monthly 
council meeting yesterday. 

Sir Michael Angus, presi¬ 
dent of the CBI. said there 
were “more positive signs than 
negative ones". While cautious 
about repeating the govern¬ 
ment's premature optimism, 
he said CBI member com¬ 
panies were dearly more con¬ 
fident than they were. 

There were also indications 
of returning confidence yester¬ 
day from Britain’s house¬ 
builders. In Scotland, many 
businessmen are expecting to 
increase staff over the next six 
months, according to a survey 
by System 3, the market 
research organisation for The 
Herald newspaper. 

An unusually upbeat survey 
of the housebuilding industry 
suggests companies are quiet¬ 
ly preparing for a sharp up¬ 
turn in their fortunes. GaDup, 


■ Evidence that the recession is nearing 
its end continues to grow with Britain’s top 
industrialists and housebuilders more 
confident of imminent recovery 


on behalf of Building maga¬ 
zine, surveyed 18 house¬ 
builders out of Britain’s 50 
biggest firms. They forecast 
that by 1995 the industry 
could be almost bade to the 
level of starts they enjoyed in 
1988, die last boom year. 

More surprisingly, a straw 
poll of the surplus stock held 
by the 18 suggested that far 
from the industry's claims to 


have as many as 50.000 
unsold homes on their books, 
the true number could be 
fewer than 10,000. 

Two big housebuilders who 
reported 1992 figures yester¬ 
day said they hope to buy new 
housing land while it is cheap. 

Wilson (ConnoDy) is using 
its financial firepower — bor¬ 
rowings are currently negligi¬ 
ble — to stock up on land. 


a land bank already 
for more than five years, 
.die company believes that the 
land arm housing markets are 
at the bottom of the cycle. 

John Theakston. chief exec¬ 
utive of Higgs and Hfll said: 
“We’ve seen, on a Uke-fbr-like 
basis, an improvement of 
about 10 to 15 per cent in 
terms of reservations and ex¬ 
changes. We would expect to 
be ba& in the housing market 
for a fitde bit of land if that 
recoveiy is sustained." 

For the CBI, Sir Michael 
said: "We have got an.embryo 
recovery — let’s hope it goes 
oa” The CBI recently doubled 
its forecast for growth in the 


economy. At the same-time, 
the CBI gave wanting that die 
pressures on public spending 
would not be airy less next 
year. The tax increases pro- 
pored in the Budget would 
address probably only about 
half of die current deficit 
which would mean further 
spending restrictions — espe¬ 
cially on public sector pay. 

■ The number of companies 
going into receivership fell 
sharply in the first months of 
this year, according to KPMG 
Peat Marwick, the account¬ 
ant In the first three months. 
966 firms went into receiver¬ 
ship. the lowest tally since the 
final quarter of 1990. 


BAe holding 
talks to sell 
24 Hawk jets 
to Indonesia 


By Ross Tieman, industrial correspondent 


BRITISH Aerospace is in 
advanced talks on a £500 mil¬ 
lion contract to sell 24 Hawk 
jet trainers to Indonesia. 

Purchase of up to 96 
Hawks, worth nearly £2 bil¬ 
lion, is possible if BAe is 
prepared to help Indonesia 
develop its aeronautical indus¬ 
try, Bacharuddin Habibie, the 
Indonesian research and tech¬ 
nology minister, said. 

A BAe spokeman said talks 
had been undo-way “for some 
time”, but declined to confirm 
the number of aircraft 

Any sale of military equip¬ 
ment to Indonesia is politically 
sensitive because of concerns 
over die 0 x 11111/8 human 
rights record. Two years ago 
Indonesian troops slaugh¬ 
tered more than 50 mourners 
at a funeral in East Timor. 

BAe is understood to be 
liaisin g closely with die British 
government about the pro¬ 
posed sales. The company is 
adamant that the training 
aircraft under discussion can¬ 
not be armed. However, Mr 
Habibie said: “The planes will 
be used not only to train pilots 
but also for ground attack.” 

According to the Indone¬ 
sian minister, an agreement 
will depend upon die willing¬ 
ness of BAe to allow 35 per 
cent of the manufacture of the 
planes to be carried out by 
Industry Pesawat Terbang 
Nusantara (IPTN), Indo¬ 
nesia’s state-run aeronautical 
company. One suggestion is 
dial some or all of the airframe 
might be manufactured 
locally. 

BAe is already collaborating 
with IPTN to hdp the Indone¬ 
sian group gain a CSvfl Avia¬ 
tion Authority airworthiness 
certificate for its 3 5-seat CN- 
235 regional aircraft built in 
collaboration with Construc- 
iones Aeronauticas (Casa) of 
Spain. Several other areas of 


are 


possible collaboration 
under discussion. 

Mr Habibie said: “It is 
normal that we need more 
fighter planes for our air force. 
According to the planning 
... our air force in the future 
[could use) six squadrons of 
Hawks. That m eans at least 
96 planes." 

■ The Indonesian govern¬ 
ment has acquired American 
F~16 aircraft for use as front¬ 
line fighters. The Hawk is one 
of die most successful aircraft 
ever built by BAe, with more 
than 800 in service around the 
world. Indonesia already has 
one squadron of Hawks, 
bought in die early 1980s. 

BAe is also in long-running 
talks with India about pur¬ 
chases of Hawk aircraft. 

Pacific Asia is rapidly 
emerging as the world’s lead¬ 
ing avil aviation market and 
several of the more advanced 
economies in die region are 
making a determined effort to 
build up didr aerospace 
industries. 

Earlier this year BAe set up 
a joint venture with the Tai¬ 
wan Aerospace Corporation, 
called Avro, to build its RJ 
series of “whispering jets" in 
both Britain and Taiwan. 

BAe believes the deal will 
end losses in its regional jets 
business because it wifi gain 
access to low-cost manufacture 
in a dollar currency country, 
and should also win increased 
sales through a local presence 
in the region. 

But transfer of military air¬ 
craft technology may prove 
more sensitive. Indonesia is 
one of a small aide of states 
bordering the South China 
Sea that are engaged in a rap¬ 
id military build-up which is 
providing relief for Western 
arms-makers hit by the end of 
the cold war. but causing 
increasing concern elsewhere. 


DAF team gets tough with AP 


By Our Industrial Correspondent 


ADMINISTRATIVE receiv¬ 
ers .to Leyiand DAF met 
Automotive Products last 
night after threatening to buy 
brakes and dutches elsewhere 
to get round the supplier's 
deJmay boycott. 

Murdoch McKIILop, of Ar¬ 
thur Andersen, said Ltyiand 
engineers "may haw found 
ways of buying sufficient time 
to keep production running at 
Leyiand in the short term”. 

He added that the sale of the 
van-making operation in 
Birmingham to managers 
was imminent Transfer of the 
operation to a new undertak¬ 
ing would complicate efforts 


by AP to recover the £758.000 
it claims to be owed for parts 
delivered before Leyiand DAF 
collapsed on February 2. 

The receivers’ attempt to 
tough out the dispute came in 
spite of rejection by the Court 
of Appeal of their argument 
that AP had a duty to supply. 

AP halted deliveries on 
March 26 after the receivers 
rejected its claim. Other com¬ 
panies, despite some initial 
reluctance, have maintained 
deliveries of components. 

AP, one of many companies 
owed a total of £82 million by 
the lorry group, said that it 
was willing to resume deliver¬ 


ies of parts provided the 
receivers paid the disputed 
sum into court A spokesman 
for the receivers said they were 
willing to make a payment 
into court, but not on the terms 
AP was suggesting. 

At the talks last night, 
attended by lawyers, the re¬ 
ceivers sought to persuade 
directors of AP to restore 
deliveries. 

The heart of the dispute is 
AP’s claim to own all parts 
delivered to Leyiand DAF, 
even when they have been 
built into lorries and sold to 
customers, until its own in¬ 
voices have been paid. 


-I,-* dearly believes Airtours has done 
' f '^y affair toto M 


it 


Cheer up, America is set for growth 




S uddenly, America's economic 
forecasters are turning gloomy. 
It may be the prolonged dreary 
weather in New York and Washing¬ 
ton. die nation’s media and political 
capitals. Or it may be a dtoviung 
awareness of the seriousness of reces¬ 
sions in America’s European ana 
Japanese trading partners. Or it may 
be the growing realisation that Presi¬ 
dent dinton’s massive tax increases 
wifi prove a drag on the economy. ^ 
Whatever the reason, the cheering 
generated by the 4.7 per cent growffi 
rate in the last quarter of 1992 a no 
more. According ro the two most 
dosefy watched surveys, tiMK of the 
non-profit Conference Board and the 
University of Michigan, consumer 
confidence dropped shandy “J 
March, bringing retail sals down 
with it Export orders also eased^^ 
consequence, new orders fo facion 

slewed. And the unemploymentraie 
seems to be stuck at 7 
British and French 
above the 5 per cent progression 
level in the US. “We’re sure not 
coming out of this recefflion. moans 
Treasury Secretary UoydBenBere 
Americans are lessihappy 
were just a few months ago. One poR 
shows that only 39 per cent ot 


Americans think 
the economy will 
get better’ next 
year, down from 
50 per cent in 


January, 
ss of; 


. Execu- 
medium- 


tives — 
sized companies 
agree: only 44 per 
cent of their financial officers believe 
the economy is improving, compared 

wnh 71 per cent a year ago. 

The evidence hardly supports such 
doom. Although growing at less than 
Se tonid last-quarter 1992 pace, the 
economy seems to be moving ahead. 
Order backlogs at factories are up, 
and inventories are down, according 
to the National Association of Pur¬ 
chasing Management 

This suggests a continued upturn in 
production, especially since consumer 
confidence, despite recent slippage, 
remains above year-eariier and reces¬ 
sion levels. And the government’s 
composite index of the indicators that 
are supposed ro foretell the direction 
of the economy continues to point 
upwards. More important, corporate 
profits are up, business and consumer 
balance sheets are in better shape, 
banks are lending a bit more freely, 
productivity is rising and interest rates 



are relatively tow. 
But unease per¬ 
sists. One reason 
is the increasingly 
widespread belief 
that the Clinton 
programme will 
neither stimulate 
the economy nor 
cut the deficit Over 90 per cent of the 
members of die board of die National 
Association of Manufacturers (rough¬ 
ly, America’s CBI) say the proposed 
tax increases mil hurt their business, 
and that the planned stimulus pack¬ 
age won’t help than. 

B y 1994, $325 billion in 
planned tax increases wifi 
overwhelm the $100 billion 
stimulus provided by lower interest 
rates, pushing tiro growth rate down 
to 2.5 per cent, according to Citicorp’s 
Dallas Batten. With worse to follow. 
Forecasters DRI/McGraw-HiD see 
growth slipping to 2 per cent in 1995, 
with a posable recession thereafter. 

Paradoxically, fears of a slowdown 
coincide with worries that the infla¬ 
tion genie has slipped out of the 
bottle. Hourly earnings are accelerat¬ 
ing, commodity prices rebounded up 
until this week and the dollar is at an 


alkime tow against the yen. The core 
inflation rate (excluding volatile food 
and energy prices) is running at 4.5 
po- cent this year, compared with 3.2 
per cent last year. 

This is doubly disturbing ro those 
who think that Federal Reserve chair¬ 
man Alan Greenspan is now in the 
President's pocket, and will hesitate to 
interfere with Clinton's dash for 
growth by tightening up on credit and 
money if the inflation threat 
matenalises. So there is ample reason 
to worry. But not enough to panic 

The economy continues to grow, 
and there seems to be enough excess 
productive capacity around the world 
to make rapid inflation toss rather 
than more likely. “Unless something 
unexpected or irrational happens,” 
says Robert Honnals, vice-chairman 
of Goldman Sadis International, 
“low inflation is sustainable.” But no 
self-respecting seer is willing to guar¬ 
antee against irrationality — such as 
the President's stubborn insistence on 
raising taxes, increasing {pending 
and unleashing his trade warriors on 
America's admittedly far-from-perfect 
trading partners. Even so, at least 
modest growth, say 2.*S-3.5 per cent, 
is in die cards for this year and, 
perhaps next 


“Owners 





1c. 


Many analysts and commentators 
had written off Owners Abroad 
in its defence against Airtours’ 
£297m hostile bid. We, as their 
advisers, never doubted our case. 


In today’s tighdy fought 
takeovers, professional, 
dedicated and experienced 
advisers are vital ro achieve 


Samuel Montagu 


SunueJ Montagu Sc Co. Limited-10 Lower Thames Sorser London EC3R 4A£. A member of 7ke Serarifie* fimma Aarfiorify. 
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Banque Bruxelles 


THE TIMES THURSDAY APRIL 8 1993? 



By Sarah Bagnall 
INSURANCE CORRESPONDENT 

BANQUE Bruxelles Lambert (BBL). 
the Belgian bank; and Maurice 
Marcovits, an insurance broker, have 
settled their long-running legal dis¬ 
pute over mortgage indemnify poli¬ 
cies on BOS nuflkm of commercial 
loans. 

The settlement, die terras of which 
are confidential. settles aD claims and 


counter-daims between die two par¬ 
ties. BBL was suing Mr Marcovits. 
the broker of die policies and a 
former financial consultant with 
Allied Dunbar, a subsidiary of BAT 
Industries, for alleged misrepresent^-. 

tion of the facts and unlawful 
interference with its business. 

Mr Marcovits is still facing allega¬ 
tions of fraudulent misrepresentation 
from Eagle Star, a sister company to 
Allied Dunbar. At the start of the case 


BBL was taking action against five 
deferidents: Eagle Star, Allied Dun¬ 
bar. Mr Marcovits and two firms of 
chartered surveyors — Lewis & Tuck¬ 
er and John D. Wood. • 

In January. Eagle Star switched 
from defendant to daimant jyhen it 
agreed to pay BBL a maJfinftun of 
£8-7.5 minion. This was foDowed last 
month by an out-of-court settlement 
between BBL and Allied Dunbar. 
Besides Eagle Start action against 


Mr Marcovits. Eagle Star and BBL 
are taking joint action against Lewis 
& Tucker and John D. Wood alleg¬ 
ing negligent overvaluation of the six 
properties against .which the loans 
■were mattein 1989. The defendants 
deny the allegations. 

'Andrew Legg, & solicitor at linkla- - 
ters & Paines, the fifin representing 
BBIvSfod he expected the commer¬ 
cial court case to run-for another 
coupfe of months. The case restarts 


ICL dips to £3 9m 
but avoids worst 
of the recession 

By Ross Teeman, industrial correspondent 


on April 20. which will be the 73rd 
day of the cast 

BBL mhaDy was trying to recover 
an estimaied £220 million, the size of 

safe^Die settiernmo wit^lEigte 

Star and Allied Dunbar are said not 

to have changed the amount bill it is 
not dearwbether the latest settlement 
has any impact However, Mr l£gg 
gairi: “There are still substantial suras 
of money to recover." 


twevnqr 


ICL Britain’s second-largest 
computer manufacturer, did 
not escape the continuing 
recession in 1992 without 
blemish, despite cruising pow¬ 
erfully along under the wing 
of Fujitsu. 

Pre-tax profits for the year to 
end-December feD 38 percent 
to £38.6 million, after £34 
million was spent on restruc¬ 
turing. ICL was even forced to 
make some compulsory red¬ 


undancies as it slimmed its 
workforce by 1,200 to 25,000. 
Further job shedding is likely 
in 1993, althoughthe group's 
service side expects to continue 
recruiting. 

But unlike Britain's biggest 
computer maker, IBM of 
America; ICL has proved suffi¬ 
ciently light on its feet to skirt 
some of the information tech¬ 
nology industry's deepest 
problem areas and avoid 


Cost control helps 
Nurdin to advance 

By Martin Barrow, city news editor 


NURDIN & Peacock. Brit¬ 
ain’s biggest cash-and-carry 
group, estimates that one 
tenth of independent grocers 
closed last year, victims of the 
recession and of. extended 
opening bouts by superstores, 
particulariy on Sundays. 

A leading supplier to the 
independent sector. Nurdin & 
Peacock said caterers suffered 
severely in the prolonged eco¬ 
nomic downturn. Despite the 
difficult conditions, tire com¬ 
pany increased sales and prof¬ 
its on 1992, achieving higher 
margins through strict cost 
control, implementation of 
central buying and tire exten¬ 
sion of the company's own 
label to 1.660 lines. 


Pre-tax profits rose to £30.2 
million from £27.6 million, an 
increase of 9.3 per cent while 
sales increased 5.5 per cent to 
£1.44 billion from £1.37 bil¬ 
lion, with own label sales 
accounting for 23.7 per cent 

Earnings rose to 17p a. 
share from 15p and there is a 
final dividend of 4.16p. mak¬ 
ing 6 . 12 p for the year, up 
from 5.56p. Shares rose 9p to 

218p. 

The group is completing 
plans for the launch of a new 
chain of out-oftown ware¬ 
houses and is considering 
involving a third party. Sites 
have been acquired at 
Wednesbuxy. West Midlands, 
and Croydon. 


INTEREST RATES 

EFFECTIVE FROM 8 APRIL 1993 

CURRENT ISSUES 

%Cro» 1 

%Gro» CAR-’ »Ner- C 

NINETY DAY ACCOUNT'IWataraann 

£50,000 or more 8.05 - 6.04 

05,000 - £49,999 7.60 - 5.70 

£l(WX» -£24,999 7.45 - 5-59 

CSJOOO - £9,999 7JL5 - 5.44 

jtUSOO-£4J99 " 6.40 - ‘4.80 

£1-£2,499 1.00 - 0.75. . 


QODRECT ACCOUNT Ratapfixad witt 1st June 1983. 

£20,000 or more 

7.65 

- 

5.74 . 

- 

£UMM0- £I92W 

7.40 

- 

• 5J5 • 

- 

OJXO-C3S99 

7.15 

- 

536 

- 

£! - £1,999 

1.00 

- 

0.75 

- 

ECLIPSE Rate find until 1st June 1993. 



£50,000 or more 

725 

730 

5.44 

538 

05,000 - £49,999 

6.97 

7.20 

523 

536 

£10,000 - £2-1,999 

6.13 

6J0 

4-59 

4.69 

£5,000 - £9,999 

5.46 

5.60 

4.10 

4.18 

£l - £4,999 

1.00 

14M 

0.75 

0.75 

POSTAL ACCOUNT Ratetted onfil 1st June im 

(Annual Interest) 

(Can now be operated through branches.) 

£20^000or mon 

7J5- 

- 

- 5-66 

- 

£10,000 -£19,999 - 

730 

- 

5.48 

- 

£2,000 - £9.999 

7.05 

- 

529 

- 

£1 - £1599 

14)0 

- 

025 

- 

POSTAL ACCOUNT* Rate find wH lat June 1980. 

(Monthly Interest) 

(Can now be operated through branches.) 

£20,000 or more 

7JO 

- 

5.48 

- 

£10.000 -£19,999 

7.07 

- 

530 


£54X10 - £9.999 

6AJ 

- 

5.12 

- 

£l - £4,999 

1.00 

• 

0.75 

- 

LBCESTER SHARE ACCOUNT 

* 


£500 or more 

84)0 

- 

6.00 

. 

£l to £499 

1.00 

- 

0.75 

- 


Rnanrory. 

i Caapoaadid feul Rat a Actual team en row n*iagi if mmttf iazrea 
par***** Me maned m the loan*. 

l (KlEcet(<inQbcp3LyiMen(iafbMKnB<noaBVUikttaenitrIS%(«iUdi(urbe 
nxtnarri by —»uapf y m j ir.iutmo re tfct required trpttnaoa. gram, 
i Race* ndndt j CLOTS gross (CL3S% nett pa 'tag mbdnwaT bond- Wl dcofli m 


4 FmUAprilUWWtaotihacawOMKii Ww a ja »cfcrod tnnMt liBBt 
' tknM|hhupctai whnMfcNCwitMRmk,i4eMaa«fcMfc*iadri«m|kBEoeE 
or passport) wO be nqntacd, a mUooo toi passbook. 

(mats ran MmaanaaraB do laager staibMe or M Band, lie raMrie 
onnqaBK. 

NOTICE TO INVESTORS - 
"With effect from 10 Mar 1993 the fallowing policy will apply 
to the calculation of interest. 

The Sodcry will require a minimum period of four fall bank 
workinetb'yf far clearance of any cheque paid into ah account 
which us been drawn on an English bank and free fall hank 
working days if drawn on a Scottish bank. Such cheques will 
cam interest thereafter. (Saturdays, Sundays and Bank 
Holidays ate not full hank working days.) 

In Scotland, a minimum period of four full bank working days 
clearance will apply for cheques drawn on a Scottish tunic and 
live fail bank working days if drawn on an English bank. 

All cheques recei v ed; after 330 pm will normally be included 
In t£e next day's work. 

Cash paid into all accounts will earn interest from the day 
fallowing receipt. 

Monthly interest payments into invesrmenr accounts will 
normally be paid on the first working day of the following 
month. Existing arrangements will continue to apply to 
Current Account. 

On all accounts interest will be earned up to and including 
the day of withdrawal. 


large-scale job losses. Indeed, 
some of the labour shedding 
last year arose as ICL complet¬ 
ed integration, of Nokia Data, 
the Scandinavian computer 
group acquired m 1991. 

Kettb Todd, finance direc¬ 
tor. said the balk of the surge 
in revenues, up 32 per cent at 
£2.48 bOKon, was attributable 
to acquisitions. But underly¬ 
ing revenue .growth was 4-5 
per cent he said. 

Peter Bonfield.- chairman 
and chirf executive, said both 
sales growth and profit , woe 
achieved despile “exceptional- 1 
hr difficult martort conditions 
in virtually every, . country 
where ICL operates:" * 

ICL attributes its solid per¬ 
formance to an e&riy. division 
into autonomous busbies 
units and a focus on open 
systems and salvin g custom¬ 
ers” problems. 

Capital spending rose by 
£19 million to £242 million. 
Interest payments rose too, by 
£5.5 million, to £22 million as 
net debt reached £942 million, 
or 3 5 per cent of shareholders’ 
funds. 

Both Fujitsu, which owns 
SO per cent of ICL. and 
Northern Telecom of Canada, 
which owns the rest, remain 
committed to restoring the 
company’s London share list¬ 
ing in the mid-1990s, said Mr 
Todd, “depending upon our 
profit performance and some 
of the vagaries of the IT 
market being resolved”. 

Thanks in part to acquisi¬ 
tions, fewer than half of ICL’s 
workforce are now based in 
Britain, and almost £1 billion 
of revenues are generated in 
continental Europe. Last year, 
ICL and Fujitsu set up a joint 
venture operation in North 
America under ICL leader¬ 
ship. and the two are also 
collaborating in Oceania 

Mr Bonfidd said: “Our 
relationship with Fujitsu 
confined to develop wefl and 
both parties are benefiting 
from ft." Fujitsu is also distrib¬ 
uting some ICL software prod¬ 
ucts in Japan. 


Tempos, page 29 



SHERWOOD Group, the 
lace and underwear maker, is 
breaking into Italy. The com¬ 
pany is buying LepeL an 
I talian brassiere tnan ii faii- ftm. 
er, in a two-stage deal w o rth 
£19.6 million. 

Sherwood will pay £10.3 
million op completion with 
the rest due after a further 12 
months. The founding family 
is keeping a 25 per cent stake. 

Lepelhas about 10 percent 
of the Italian bra market The 
first tranche wifi be funded fay 
way of a placing and open 


By Jon Ashwortk 

offer with institutional inves¬ 
tors at I45p a share. There is 
a clawback option for share¬ 
holders of one new share for 
every 14 shares hekL 

The company has unveiled 
a 25 per cent increase in pre¬ 
tax profits and is taking on 70 
new employees at its factories 
near Nottingham and Glas¬ 
gow. 

David Paiker, chairman, 
said he hoped to expand 
capacity by 12-15 per cent In 
the first halt Garment and 
lace sales are tip on 1992. Bra. 


Wilson (Connolly) 
slays well in black 

By Martin Waller, deputy cm editor 


Higgs in red for 
a second year 

• By Our Deputy Cmr Editor • 


BRITAIN'S fifth-biggest 
housebuilder has continued to 
stay well in the blade despite 
the crippling recession in the 
building industry, which has 
seen foe number of bouse sales 
fall by half since 1988. 

Wuson (Connolly) Holdings . 
saw pre-tax profits fall from 
£27.1 million to £16.8 million 
in the year to end-Deoember. 
Provisions against the value of 
land and property more than 
doubled to £5.5 million, ami 
profits from the housebuilding 
division fell £7.4 million to 
£18.3 million as margins de¬ 
clined from 17 to 12 percent. 

But the company is main¬ 
taining last yeart dividend of 
3.93p. which is covered 1.5 
times, by paying a same-again 
2.6 6p final. 

Wilson (Connolly) is cau¬ 
tious on the timing of any 
recovery in foe housing mar¬ 
ket Ifynn Wilson, the chair¬ 
man, said: "Increased house 
sales in recent months may 
indicate confidence is return¬ 


ing and, if so. it is to be hoped 
it can be sustained to allow foe 
recovery process to continue.” 

Mr Wilson said the tradi¬ 
tional “spring run" of house 
sales evaporated soon after the 
general election, as confidence 
continued to be affected by 
rising unemployment, high 
interest rates and the re- 
imposition of stamp duty. 



Wilson: recovery hopes 


HIGGS and HilL the contrac¬ 
tor and housebuilder, swung 
into a second year of loss in 
1992, a pre-tax deficit of £11.6 
I million that was only an 
improvement on 199l’s £16-7 
million loss because of lower 
provisions against failing land 
and properly values, and other 
one-off costs. 

H&H’s shareholders are 
bearing foe brunt, with a J.5p 
final dividend and a total 
dashed from 9p to just 2.5p. 
George Duncan, appointed 
chairman in January, said the 
company had weathered the 
recession and was hopeful that 
this year would be the turning : 
point in the construction in¬ 
dustry's fortunes. 

While the housing division 
actually increased profits from 
£295.000 to. £2.52 million, 
after raising unit sales from 
235 to 262, the construction 
side swung from a £2.61 
million profit to a £2.22 mo¬ 
tion loss. Theprpperfy division 
saw p rofit s slump from £131 


million to just £35,000. At the 
operating level group profits 
slipped from €4.22 rrnUion to 
just £340,000. 

Exceptional hems of £1 1 .6 
million were down from 
1991*5 £16.7 million, but 
there was a further £10.2 
million extraordinary item 
from foe dosure of a specialist 
engineering business, and 
provisions and losses on dis¬ 
posal of investments, and in¬ 
vestment properties. Unto 
the latest accounting conven¬ 
tions such losses will have to be 
taken into the pretax line. 

H&H swung debts of £16.8 
minion at theend of 1991 into 
net cash of £4.1 million, 
helpe d by cash generation 
from housebuilding and con¬ 
tracting, and property dispos- , 
als. Since foe financial year 
end another sale, in France for 
a total of £8.5 miflion, has 
been achieved. Net assets per 
share were 154p. 

Tempos, page 29 


Bundesbank makes another minimal cut 


NonScraR«4BwUnfcSoctnj. Principal Office: NosskraRack Horn, Gosfenfa. 
NcwcSflk npaa T,nc NE34FL. TriqAanc 091 23t TUI. 


By Janet Bush 

ECONOMICS CORRESPONDENT 

THE Bundesbank continued its mini¬ 
malist policy of catting interest rales 
yesterday, despite ever dearer evidence 
of deepening economic gloom in Ger¬ 
many, cutting its short-term repurchase 
rate fay just 0.04 per cent to S. 13 per cent 

The move disappointed European 
financial markets, which had expected a 
more substantial easing in this key 
interest rate after Monday's very weak 
statistics on jobs and indratrial produc¬ 
tion in Germany. But continuing frustra¬ 
tion with the pace of German monetary 
easing has not provoked any extra 
pressure on other currencies in the 
exchange-rate mec hani s m. 

It remains dear that the Bundesbank's 


overriding priority remains domestic 
inflation which, in the western part of 
Germany, rose to 43 per cent in March 
from 42. per cent in February. Helmut 
Schlesinger, Bundesbank president, was 
quoted in the New York Times saying 
that the German central bank will only 
cut interest rates when it Is sure cheaper 
credit will not jeopardise either German 
inflation or the position of the mark. 

However, successive cuts in the repur¬ 
chase rate in recent weeks seem to have 
done enough to mayifain stability in the 
ERM for the time being. Three-month 
French money market rales have eased to 
9.01 per cent from 9.45 per cent and yet 
the French franc strengthened some¬ 
what suggesting a considerable degree 
to calm in the system. 

Avinash Peisaud, senior Cunemfy 


economist at UBS Ltd, said: “The repo 
cuts reassure markets that German in¬ 
terest rates are cm foe way down and the 
pressure is off for now: 

“Bot.I still think pressure will retura as 
it becomes dear that the pace of 
Bundesbank easing is too slow to be 
consistent with the growing demand in 
European economies to create growth 
and cat unemployment.’’ 

Financial markets are now focusing on 
the maiden policy speech of Edouard 
Bahadur. France's recently elected prime 
minister, in which he is expected to 
outline the new government?s views 
towards die exchange-rate me chanism 
and the franc as well as wider economic 
policy issues. There is also intense 
interest in FlancoGennan talks expect¬ 
ed next week. 


Expansion-minded: David Parker, chai rman, is taking on 70 more employees 

Sherwood makes Italian move 


lingerie and swimwear sales 
are buoyant 

Pre-tax profits rose to £16.9 
million (£14.5 mi&kra) in the 
year to December on £144 
millkm turnover (El 18 m3- 
Bon). Earnings per share were 
ll:7p (I Ip). Afinall.7p (I -5p) 
dividend a share makes a 
total of 2.6p (2 Jp) a share. 

The shares fell 3p_ to I54p. 
Sherwood was 1992 company 
of the year in the PLC Awards 
sponsored by Coopers .& 
Lybrand, the accountant in 
association with The Times. 


Hunting seeks £3 6.8m 
via 2-for-9 rights issue 

HUNTING, foe aviation, defence and oil sendees group, is 
raising £36-8 million net via a two-for-nine rights issue at 
185p to bolster working capital that is needed for a growing 
order book and to reduce debt The group reports an 
operating profit of £34.6 million (£32.5 million) for foe year 
ending December 3.1. and a pre-tax profit of £292 million, 
whirh mmpaies with a restated pre-tax profit of £ 15.4 mDHnn 
earned In 1991. The yeart total dividend is maintained at 
10p a share, declared out of basic net ear n i n gs of 16.3p a 
share. . 

The Hunting family and associated trusts are nottaking up 
their rights, and yesterday there was a placing of their nfl- 
paid !<**«*. The family would have been required to write out 
a cheque for £15 million, which they do not have, the group 
cftiH The family's stake in Hunting will fall from 40.1 per 
cent to 29.8 percent of foe enlarged capital 

Cairn bids for Teredo 

CAIRN Energy, the Scottish-based oil company, launched a 
£1.2 million takeover bid for Teredo Petroleum,, the 
exploration and production group with onshore interests in 
Britain and Spain. Cairn is offering one new share for every 
II Teredo shares. Cairn is also proposing to raise £52 
nuDfon by way of a placing and open offer of one new share 
for every four at 43p each. The cadi will reduce Teredo's 
, ■ debts, pay the minimum cash element of foe purchase price 
for Teredo convertible loan notes, and meet otter exposes. 

Sketchley buys chain 

SKETCHLEY, the 7 laundry services company, is buying 
. Supasnaps, the film processing group, from Dixons for £4.3 
- nriBion. Supasnaps, with 350 outlets across Britain, is 
expected to earn operating profits for foe year to April 30 of 
around £700,000, on sales of £45 million. On completion, net 
• '.assets are expected to be £2.3 million. Shares in Sketchley fell 
‘ to 96p from 110p, The company said conditiom deteriorated 
further itifoesecond half fold operating profits in foe final six 
months would not niaJch those of the previous six rhombs. 

Boost for Dewhirst 

DEWrtTRST Group.foe oldest supplier of riolhing to Marks 
and Spencer, lifted pretax profits 56 percent to £6.4 million 
(E4J;mOIion) in foe. year to January 5. Safes rose to £182 
million {El31 million) and earnings were 3.52p (2.7 ip), a 
final dividend of 0.68p (0.43p) malms a total of lp (0.72p) for 
foe year. Sales and profits were boosted by the businesses 
bought from Coats Viydla and represented 33.5 per cent of 
group turnover. Maries and Spencer accounted for more than 
80 percent of clothing output last year. Tempos, page 29 

Brammer eases 

BRAMMER, the industrial services company, is holding its 
total dividend at 13p a share despite seeing profits ease to 
i £823 million before tax in 1992 from £9.16 millkm. 
Shareholders receive an unchanged final dividend of 8.5p. 
Earnings eased to 13.4p a share from 14.7p. Turnover rose 
to £123 million (£112 million) but operating profits slipped I 
to £8.7 million (£9.4 million). Results indude the acquisition I 
of Roulement Service, 1. which accounts for safes of £7.1 ( 
million and amoperating profit of £233.000. ! 

Wardle profits down 

LOWER interest rates depressed interest income at Wardle 
Storeys, foe plastics and .survival equipment group, whose 
pre-tax profits feO from £4.4 million to £4 million in foe six 
months to February 28. At the operating level, profits moved 
ahead 3 per cent to £2.7 million due to a rise in sales in the 
Technical Products division, while difficult trading condi¬ 
tions at RFD inflate bies saw foe division’s profits fell from 
£1.8 million to £1.5 million. Earnings per share fdl from 14p 
to I0.9pand file interim dividend is up 25 per cent to 5p. 


SEVERFIELD-REEVE (Fin) 
Pre-tax: £987.000 Loss 
LPS:6.08p (EPS: 4.18p) 
Div: MU (Ip) 

SHERWOOD COMPUTER 
Pre-tax: £3m (£2.45m) 
EPS: 34.1 p (24.7p) 

Div: 525p, mkg 7p (6p) 

MARTIN INTNLHLDGS 
Pre-tax: £JL45m (E2-38m) 
EPS: 8.4p (9.5p) 

Dtv. 2.7p, mkg 4.4p 

BLQCKLEYS (Fin) 

Pre-tax: £352,000 
EPS: 0.73p (2.48p) 

Div: 0.5p, mkg Ip (338p 

BLACK & EDGINGTON 
Pretax: £704.000.. 
EPS.-0.1p (LPS:029p) 

Div: Nil (n3) 

STYLO (Fin) 

Pretax: £746,000 Loss 
LP&’ 4.01 p (42p) 

Dfv: 3p (Z5pj 

OISINTNL INSPECTION 
Pretax; £1,4m 
EPS:4.5p 
Dfv: None 


There was a profit of £530,000 last 
time. Group is raising £1,55m 
through a one-fbr-two rights Issue, 
at 32p a share. Order book of £8. 

Final results. Comparative figures 
are restated under FRS3..Turnover 
dipped to £22.1 m (£22.8m). Fully 
diluted earnings were 27.5p (19.6p). 

Final results. Last time's total 
dividend was 42p. There was an 
extraordinary loss of £1.18m. 
Turnover rose to £83 Am pSSOrn). 

Last time’s profit was £1.06m. Last 
time’s total dividend was3^38p. 
There Is an exceptional debit of 
£85.000. Turnover £9.3m C£103m). 

Interim results. There was a loss of 
£l.96m last time. Earnings figures 
shown are cflhited. Turnover OTtibed 
10 £3.79m (£2.88m). 

There was a loss of £9.06m last time. 
Turnover, including VAT, climbed to 
£l20m (£104m). Turnover has 
continued to Increase in UK outlets. 

Final results. Turnover stood at 
£46-8m. Company said an interim 
tfiyidend for current year wffl be 
paid after resuits in early autumn. 


SCOTTISH WIDOWS’ 
FUND AND LIFE 
ASSURANCE SOCIETY 

NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Nodce Is hereby given that the 179th Annual Gcneml Meeting rfth* 
Members of the Society will beheld at the Head Office, 15 Dalkeith 
Road, Edinburgh, on Tuesday, 4th May 1993 at 230pm for the 
following purposes: 

To consider the Accounts and Balance Sheets for the year 
. ended 31 December 1992 and the Reports of the Directors 
. and Auditors. 

To elect Directors 
To appoint Auditors 

To pass, if thought fit. the following Resolution 
recommended to the Members by the Directors: 

That the remuneration of the Auditors for the current 
year be fixed by the Directors of the Society.’ 

To transact any other ordinary business proper to an 
Annua] General Meeting. 

Forms of Proxy for the use of Members of the Society who are 
unohieito be present at the Meeting, but who may wish to vote, 
may be obtained oo application to the undersigned. To be 
effective Proxies must reach the Society's Head Office not less 
than two dear working days before the time for bolding the 
Meeting. A Proxy need not -be a member of the Society. * 

H W RAYMOND, General Manager mod Secretory, 

J5 Dottehh Road. Edinburgh, EH 16 SBU. 5 April B93 
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France signals its 
readiness to stop 
blocking trade pact 

By Goun Narbrough - 


> 


WORLD TRADE 

CORRESPONDENT 

THE newly elected French 
government, under pressure 
from its European partners, 
particularly Germany, to stop 
Mocking progress on a world 
trade agreement, has finally 
signalled its readiness to be 
more flexible and constructive. 

The shift in the French 
position, indicated yesterday 
by Alain Juppe, the foreign 
minister, appears to have 
emerged from talks he had 
with Klaus Kinkel his Ger¬ 
man counterpart, on Mo nda y. 

Recession-gripped Ger¬ 
many is pressing for a trade 
accord to inject fresh life into a 
sluggish world economy. De¬ 
spite feats that transatlantic 
raws could turn into all-out 
trade war, Bonn this week 
accused the Americans of try¬ 
ing to "crowbar" an agree¬ 
ment out of Europe without 
offering anything in return. 

M Juppe, in remarks sug¬ 
gesting that Bonn and Paris 
have closed ranks, said 
Europe was "in crisis, sack 
with recession and unemploy¬ 
ment" and that France and 
Germany were bent on find¬ 
ing ways to renew die building 
of Europe. 

In a radio interview, he said 


IB D espite an accommodating message 
from Paris, Fiance has a long list of demands 
and still rejects last November’s deal 
between the US and Brussels 


the centre-right coalition in 
Paris is prepared to seek some 
“form of renegotiation" of 
accords agreed in connection 
with tiie Uruguay round talks, 
which have for more than six 
years pursued an agreement 
on freer trade in manufac¬ 
tures, agricultural goods, as 
well as services. 

France, the European Com¬ 
munity’s biggest agricultural 
exporter, firmly resisted the 
“breakthrough" deal on subsi¬ 
dies to farm exports struck by 
Washington and Brussels in 
November, threatening to veto 
moves to ratify the deal In tire 
run-up to the legislative ejec¬ 
tions in France last month, 
France’s Community partners 
were unable to persuade Paris 
to change hs stance. 

But after a landslide victory, 
the government of prime min¬ 
ister Edouard Balladur. whose 
political style is non-confronta- 
tional has taken little more 
than a week to signal a desire 
for progress on the trade front 
M Jupp6 said the government 
favoured a shift from a “diplo¬ 


macy of blockage” to a “diplo¬ 
macy of movement". 

He made dear that M 
BaUaduTs intention is to es¬ 
tablish. first with its European 
partners the possible changes, 
compensation, conditions and 
additions required for a dad 
on form export subsidies. Only 
after that would ways be 
sought to end the differences 
with America. 

Paris has come under in¬ 
tense pressure from Germany, 
with Herr Kinkel being partic¬ 
ularly outspoken on the need 
for France to show greater 
flexibility, if it expects contin¬ 
ued support from Bonn. 

Despite tiie more accommo¬ 
dating luggag e from Paris, 
the French still have long list 
of demands and M Juppe 
reiterated France’s rqection of 
tiie Brussds-Washington Nov¬ 
ember deaL He said France 
would stifl require some “poli¬ 
cy of national support” for the 
transformation of the rural 
economy, but France did not 
want to isolate the agricultural 
part of the world trade talks. 


Banks to 
compete in 
* sale of BT 

By Patricia TEhan 

ELEVEN investment h anks 
wDl compete worldwide for 
institutional shareholder busi¬ 
ness in the government’s £5.5 
biffion third, and probably 
final sale of BT shares. 

The Treasury hopes that the 
appointment of the 11, in 
addition to SG Warburg 
which is acting as global co¬ 
ordinator, will help maximise 
tiie proceeds from the sale of 
the remaining 22 per cent 
stake. 

The II are . BZW. 
Cazenove. Daiwa Securities, 
Deutsche Bank. MerriB 
Lynch. Morgan Stanley, 
NatWest Securities, Paribas 
Capital Markets. NM 
Rothsdld, Smith New Court 
__ and UBS. 

• Some UK investment banks 
were unhappy that six of the 
1] banks are foreign. But 
Maurice Thompson, head of 
equity capital markets at War¬ 
burg, said the objective was 
always to have approximately 
ten banks and “in a selection 
process it is difficult to make 
everybody happy". 

He said the firms chosen 
j, “have built up significant 
I bases around tiie world.in 
order to service clients in UK 
equities". 

The global managers will 
focus on the top 500 institu¬ 
tions worldwide. It wiD be tiie 
first share issue in which 
banks have competed against 
each other for institutional 
business worldwide. 

There will also be a regional 
dement to the sale with re¬ 
gional managers, yet to be 
selected, marketing to longer 
list of institutions in Japan, 
North America and the rest of 
the world, including the UK. 
This means institutional in¬ 
vestors could find themselves 
subjected to the hard sell from 
\ competing investment banks. 


Tempos, page 29 


John Mowlem sells 
HSS for£52m 


By Colin Campbell 


JOHN Mowlem. after a year 
of big losses, is selling its HSS 
Hire Service Group to Davis 
Service Group for £52 million 
and says it win now concen¬ 
trate on its core construction- 
related activities. 

Mowlem reports an operat¬ 
ing profit of £3.6 mflUon, 
down from £19.3^ million, for 
the year ended December. 
After charging' £20.2 million 
of exceptional items and pay¬ 
ing higher interest charges. 
Mowlem shows a pre-tax loss 
of £27.2 nriflkm (restated £4.3 
nriflibn toss). 

Mowlem gave warning ai 
die . interim stage of difficul¬ 
ties! and in September cut its 
interim payout from 5.65p to 
2p a share. The final falls from 
4.85p to 2p a share, making 
4p (10.5p) for the year. The 
£20.2 iraflion erf exceptional 
indudes a £4.7 million provi¬ 
sion against Canary Wharf. 

Sir PhiKp Beck, chairman, 
says the HSS sale will cut gear¬ 
ing from 39 per cent to a pro 


forma 9 percent Difficult con¬ 
ditions in rivfl aviation 
(London City Airport), meant 
£4.8 million operating losses 
at the aviation division. 

Mowlem has charged £6.7 
milli on as an extraor dinar y 
loss on tiie closure of the Can¬ 
adian scaffolding b usiness 
and the sale of its main US 
scaffolding business. A further 
£2.9 million covers withdrawal 
from commercial properly. 

John I very, chief executive 
of Davis Service, said the 
purchase of HSS with a nat¬ 
ional chain of 206 shops and 
depots catering for small plant 
hire DIY market and for the 
builders’ tool hire market, was 
a major strategic step in tiie 
group's further development 
The £52 million price is being 
settled from internal resources 
and wfth tiie proceeds of a 
vendor share placing, with 
clawback provisions, at205p a 
share to raise £34.7 million. 

Tempos, page 29 


Write-offs and losses 
reduced at Speyhawk 

By Carl Mortis red 


SPEYHAWK. the property 
company headed by Trevor 
Osborne and being kept afloat 
by its bankers, incurred a pre¬ 
tax loss of £89.8 million in tiie 

year to September. 

Speyhawk’s deficit for the 
year was cut from 1991's £217 

million but the company is stffl 
suffering from felling property 
values and has written off £67 
million, after last time's £204 
million, from tiie value of 
developments. Turnover was 
£69 million (£76 million). 

Mr Osborne says tiie com¬ 
pany has negative net worth of 
about £160 miDion. which 


indudes interest of £22 million 
on borrowings that are subject 
to a debt restructuring. 

Negotiations with 
Speyhawk’s 46 bankers over 
the restructuring of about 
£300 million of debt are 
nearing completion. Mr Os¬ 
borne said that tiie deal would 
involve debt forgiveness and 
that tiie company’s balance 
sheet deficit would be elimi¬ 
nated in order to allow the 
company to continue trading. 

Shareholders will have to 
wait another two mont hs fo r 
details of tiie group’s terms 
with the banks. 


STgHBil MABKESDw 



Driving force: David Philip, chairman of Dagenham Motors, is optimistic about the group’s prospects despite a decline in full-year profits 

Dagenham 


Increase in 
premiums 
is help to 
Norwich 

By Sarah Bagnall 
INSURANCE CORRESPONDENT 

HIGHER premium rates and 
tiie lade of any major weather 
<- « i a sfm phps last year helped 
Norwich Union, the mutually 
owned insurer, .report a 
marked improvement in for¬ 
tunes for the year ending 
December 1992. Losses be¬ 
fore tax and minority interests 
on general insurance business 
fell from £270.5 million to 
£17.6 million. 

However. Allan Bridgewa¬ 
ter, group chief executive, said: 
“It is only a turoround. It is 
still not good enough when 
measured against the amount 
of capital we have exposed to 
general insurance risk.” 

The UK’S thiid-largest in¬ 
surer was kept from returning 
to tiie blade by losses from 
domestic mortgage indemnify 
(DMI) policies, the Baltic Ex¬ 
change bombing and its rein¬ 
surance operation- In 1992. 
Norwich made a £52 million 
provision for DMI claims 
while the London bombing 
cost £14 mflBon. net of 
reinsurance. 

Norwich sustained a £40 
miDion hit from its share in 
tiie losses of NW Reinsurance, 
a joint venture which ceased 
underwriting last month, 
compared to a £5 million loss 
last time: 

After a year of costcutting, 
including the loss of 1,800 
jobs worldwide costing £10 
million, and premium rate 
increases and incentives to 
encourage policyholders to 
protect their cars and property, 
Mr Bridgewater said: U J can 
now forecast a marked im¬ 
provement in general business 
profitability for 1993." 

Total premiums from the 
life business, which made up 
two thirds of Norwich’s 1992 
premium income, dropped 
from £3.3 billion to £2.5 
billion. This fell marks the first 
significant decline in ten 
years. 

Norwich distributed £900 
milliDn in bonuses to its policy¬ 
holders. compared to just 
more than £1 billion last time. 


Fewer check-ins book Savoy into red 


By Martin Waller 

DEPUTY CITY EDITOR 

THE Savoy Hotel foe 

London home-frotn-home for 
the well-heeled American 
tourist and those up from foe 
shires, is foe latest victim of a 
bloodbath that has left less 
weUbred hotel empires tot¬ 
tering. The Savoy's parent 

c^ny.whidialsotatom. 
among others, foe Berk^. 

Cbridge’s and foe Con- 

naugbt has dedawU toss. 

At the taxable levdm foe 
year to end-December, the 
Smp lost £1.43 mflhon, 
St profits; Of £2-2710* 
HiTS 1991. Giles Shepard 
the group’s urbane 
director! was “JPjE! 

out foal this was not the first 

loss since the hotel opened its 

SETS* 

n „f he was unsure on 
just when thegTOJP bad last 
slipped into foe „ 

made a toss in 1979- we 

certainfy.tna^atossdunng 

the war, m 1940 Md 194. 

The Savoy and si^r 
hotels have avm^^^ 

-age discounting that has been 

ihe response of nvals to foe 



At a toss on losses Giles Shepard views the Thames 


recession. The closest the 
has come is in the 
of certain addon 
services — Mr Shepard 
winces at foe word “incen¬ 
tives" — such as lifts to and 
from the airport and vouchers 
to cot the cost of some 
London attractions. 


This has pushed room rates 
below those of 1991. Btzt die 
rfamagf nam e from OCCUpan- 
cy rates, winch slipped from 
more than 60 per cent to 
about 60 pa* cent for the 

Savoy and the Berkeley and to 
57 per cent at Claridge’s and 
the Co nnaught. 


Even that was enough to 
push the trading level to a 
£57,000 loss before interest 
payments. But room rates 
were on the up again in the 
first three months of this year. 

Mr Shepard said the first 
harbingers of economic 
spring were returning: Ameri¬ 
cans. London is now, in dollar 
terms, 25 per cent cheaper 
than a year ago. Advance 
bookings for April May and 
June were back to levels seen 
three years ago. 

Dividends for foe year stay 
at 7p for the A shares and 
3.5p for the B shares. 

A toss from Savoy would 
once have drawn a stinging 
comment from Forte, which 
has a majority, but not con¬ 
trolling, stake and has long 
nurtured takeover ambitions. 
But peace, albeit of a possible 
temporary nature, has broken 
out between the two, Forte, 
which next week may have to 
cut its dividend, having trou¬ 
bles of its own. 

■ for foe record, the last 
annual loss foe Savoy in¬ 
curred was in 1981, and 
previously in 1980.1979 was 
a profitable year, despite Mr 
Shepard's doubts. 


Wellcome shares suffer as 
group defends Aids drug 


WELLCOME shares fell 23p 
to 698p yesterday after the 
group replied to a letter in last 
week's The Lancet, the medi¬ 
cal journal, that claimed the 
early use of Retrovir to treat 
Aids sufferers offered no dear 
benefit 

Wellcome sai d the “prelimi¬ 
nary data" in a letter to The 
Lancet by a member of tbe 
French National Institute for 
Medical Research and of tiie 
British Medical Research 
Council had ‘led to confusion 
in certain quartets”, adding 
that “the manner in which the 
data was published was 
ina p pr o priate". 

Wellcome urged the Medi¬ 
cal Research Council to “re- 


By George Sivell, city editor 

lease the full data from Con¬ 
corde [tiie Anglo-French study 
reported on in The Lancet 
letted as a matter of priority”. 
Wellcome said HTV patients 
and their doctors urgently 
need all posable information 
to make informed derisions 
about treatment. 

Wellcome yesterday present¬ 
ed results from five earfy-use 
trials that Dr Trevor Jones, the 
company’s British director of 
research, said formed the basis 
for applications for wider use 
of the drug along with five 
long-term studies. 

Wellcome has lodged appli¬ 
cations for using the drug in 
early HIV infections — before 
patients begin to show foe 


symptoms of Aids — with 
regulatory authorities 
throughout Europe. 

The company said the five 
earfy-use trials, involving 
3.002 patients, show that with 
foe eariy use of Retrovir, HIV- 
related deaths occurred twice 
as frequently in patients re¬ 
ceiving a placebo, suggesting 
early treatment can improve 
survival. Wellcome added that 
clinical and immunological 
benefit have been “dearly 
demonstrated" in people with 
intermediate levels of HIV 
infection but who are not 
showing symptoms. The drug 
caused anaemia in only 1 to 2 
per cent of otherwise healthy 
Aids patients. 


profits 
in reverse 

DAGENHAM Motors 
Group, foe London and South 
East-based motor dealer, con¬ 
firmed improving trading 
conditions despite suffering a 
29.8 per cent decline in foil-, 
year profits (Philip Pangalos 
writes). 

The company, which issued 
a profits warning last Novem¬ 
ber, saw pre-tax profits slide to 
£1.48 million in the year to 
end-December, against £2.11 
million last time. Earnings 
dropped to 5.6p (8.Ip) a 
share, but the total dividend is 
maintained at 5.75p for foe 
year, with an unchanged final 
payout of 4p. 

David Philip, chairman, 
sounded an optimistic note on 
prospects. “There is definitely 
a lift in car sales. Things look 
good,” he said. 
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Guinness flatter on brand worries 2IE2-S 


CONCERN that a wave of 
reassessments of British 
brands may be on the way 
after recent reappraisals on a 
number of branded American 
stocks sent dealers into action. 

Guinness was among those 
hit, with the shares off Np to 
464p. The move also influ¬ 
enced by concerns that the 
important Japanese market is 
not going as well as had been 
hoped for. Others said to be 


Hep worth eased ip to 339p 
as Scott Fulton, at Yaxnaichi, 
recommended switching from 
Hepworth to Blue Circle, up 
5p to 222p- Speculation 
about MBOaradon's inten¬ 
tions after its CMB sale has 
led to a 5 per cent ou [perfor¬ 
mance by Hepworth’s shares. 
MB-Caradon lost 4p to 304p. 


exposed to possible brand 
reappraisals indude Cadbury- 
Sdnwppes. down iOp to 
474p, Grand Metropolitan. 
8p lower at 418p. United 
Bisarits. 6p easier at 383p. 
and AUied-Lyons, 12p weaker 
at 558p. 

Meanwhile, equities contin¬ 
ued to slide as investors stayed 
on the sidelines. The cash 
market was particularly vul¬ 
nerable to futures selling, exac¬ 
erbated by a lack of interest 


from institutional investors 
ahead of the Easter weekend. 

The FT-SE futures market 
headed sharply lower after 
some early selling, dragging 
the cash market down 31.6 
points at one stage. But deal¬ 
ers emphasised that trading 
was extremely light, with mast 
investors waiting until after 
the Easter holiday before com¬ 
mitting themselves. 

A positive start on Wall 
Street provided a lift to senti¬ 
ment in London, with losses 
trimmed in afternoon trading. 
The FT-SE 100 index ended 
10.1 points lower at 2,822.1. 
Second-liners fared slightly 
better, losing only 3.7 to 
3,083.7. Volume was sub¬ 
dual reaching only 508 mfl- 
lion shares. 

The drugs sector was in the 
limelight again. Wellcome 
came under renewed pressure 
after putting out a statement 
defending Retrovir, its recent¬ 
ly criticised anti-Aids treat¬ 
ment, and giving a 
presentation to brokers on the 
implications of recent tests. 
But investors were left uncon¬ 
vinced, although Wellcome 
did recoverfrom a low of676p 
to finish at 698p, down 23p. 

Glaxo climbed 8p to 584p. 
benefiting as dealers switched 
from Wellcome and Fisons. 
off l p at 168p. Fisons was still 
affected by Tuesday's an- 


GUINNESS 
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FT 30-stare 
index 
debased) 
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nouncement that it is aban¬ 
doning research into its new 
asthma treatment 

BT was unchanged at 428p 
after government confirma¬ 
tion that the third stage of die 
privatisation wall be held in 
mid-July at the earliest. No 
decisions have been taken yet 
as to the precise timing or 
structure of the BT3 sale. 
However, as in the second 
privatisation, there will be a 
UK public offer and an inter¬ 
national tender offer. 

Renters fell 15p to £13.30. 
The communications group 
was weaker after presenting to 
analysts on Tuesday evening, 
but it was also depressed in the 
wake of a recent sell recom¬ 


mendation from S octets 

Generate Strauss TumbulL 

Worries about a possible 
cigarette price war in the wake 
of Philip Morris's moves to cut 
the price of its Marlboro 
cigarettes in America contin¬ 
ual to upset the tobacco 
companies. Rothmans B fell 
27p to 615p, while BAT 
Industries lest 6p to S74p. 

Elsewhere, the London 
International Financial Fu¬ 
tures and Options Exchange 
(Liffe) said it is to list eight new 
single equity options, includ¬ 
ing one on Zeneca after its 
demerger from ICI. down 
I Ip at £11.42. The option on 
Zeneca will be launched on 
the first day of official dealings 


Nikkei rise above 20,000 cheers brokers 


From Joanna Pitman in tokyo 


THE Tokyo stock market 
continued its long awaited 
rally yesterday, taking the 
Nikkei average over the 
20,000 mark during the 
morning session and encour¬ 
aging analysts and brokers 
who are looking for a dear 
tumround in the economy 
later in the year. 

The Nikkei, which reached 
its peak at just under 40.000 
in December 1989. has not 
dosed over the 20.000 level 
for more than a year. It has 
suffered from high volatility 
and thin trading ever since, 
hitting a nadir of 14,309 in 
August of last year. 

The market dosed yesterday 
at 19.829.23. up 342.43 
points after a day of relatively 
heavy trading volume estimat¬ 
ed at 850 million shares. It 
continued a trend that sent 
volume last Friday to 1.5 bil¬ 


lion shares traded, the highest 
level since November 1989 
and six-and-a-half times the 
average trading volume of the 
most depressed period from 
October 1992 to February 
1993. With share prices show¬ 
ing consistent signs of a steady 
strengthening over the past 
two months, hopes have been 
rising for an improvement in 
the sluggish economy in the 
autumn. 

Yashin Hayashi. the fi¬ 
nance minister, said earlier 
this week: “There are still 
some uncertainties, bur condi¬ 
tions are headed for the bet¬ 
ter." Yasushi Mieno. governor 
of the Bank of Japan, said 
yesterday that “although 
severe adjustments are contin¬ 
uing in the economy, some 
changes have begun to appear 
in business sentiment". 

He called on financial insti¬ 


tutions to take advantage of 
the share price gains and 
accelerate restructuring efforts 
by writing off their bad loans. 
The government’s proposed 
Y13 trillion (£74.3 billion) 
fiscal support package, expect- 
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Mieno: plea to institutions 


John Lelliott in debt restructuring talks 


By Carl Mortished 


JOHN Lelliott. the private 
construction group, is in talks 
with Barclays Bank over the 
restructuring of up to E10 
million of borrowings. The 
company, which had turnover 
last year of £125 million, has 
been hit by the construction 


recession as well as bad debts. 
Harvey Davis, group market¬ 
ing director, said that a receiv¬ 
er had not been appointed. He 
added that a further statement 
would be made today. 

John Lelliott specialises in 
refurbishment work for corpo¬ 


rate headquarters and com¬ 
mercial buildings. Currently 
its largest contract is the 
refurbishment of a headquar¬ 
ters building for Cadbury 
Schweppes in Berkeley 
Square. 

The company has also 


worked on a corporate head¬ 
quarters for Amerada Hess in 
Grosvenor Place and was re¬ 
sponsible for the refurbish¬ 
ment of Uppafk. the National 
Trust property in Petersfield, 
Hampshire, which was dam¬ 
aged in a fire. 
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Associated Plywood Limited 
IN RECEIVERSHIP 


HI J. INTERIORS LIMITED 
NOTICE IS HERESY C1VEN 


RoflWPTed Number 2073932. I ptirruanl lo S-clkm 98 of the I 
Nature of DUsirmv lmflonen I Insolvency Ad 1986 trial a Meet- 


Exporter, Trade rtsMOteatfon- ( tno of Uw CrnKfora or tlie atone- 


16. Dale o( appointment or | named Company wtu be nnd or ' 
MHnUHMrallve rmim Jlw I 6 J Cray's inn Rood. London , 


March 19*1. Name u Rerun I WCIX OPR an the 16 April 1993 


appointing Ihe aflmrnWratJie I al 2.00 pm lor lire purpose* man- 


readier*' PT Sank Neaara Indo- I Untied 18 Section* 130 and 101 Ol 
nwlj iPer x roi. (nstrurnml under I the raid ACL 


whlcn oppolnnnenl made. Dehen 


proMn to be toed ac (he Meet- 


lure Dale ol murumenr 29fh | tag raw Be tedvd at the olncct 
A pen ] 988. JMni AdmlnMnWitc 1 of Italnn W.uu I rooh/ency See 


Receiver*' Peter John Robertson I i*W. 61 Gray'* tnh Road. 
Sotaler and FrNrrM Qiarle* I London WCIX 8 PP. the rotps- 


No. 002822 of 1993 
IN THE HIGH COURT 
OF JUSTICE 
CHANCERY DIVISION 
IN THE MATTER OF 
FAIR WAV DROIT* 
PUBLIC LIMITED COMPANY 
AND IN THE MATTER OF 
THE COMPANIES ACT I9BS 
NOTICE IS HEREBY COVEN 


SECTOR LIGHT 
DESIGN LIMITED 
Resfstsrrd No: 2284001 
Notice Is hereby given pursuant 
to section ddflFai of Uig insol¬ 
vency Art. 1986 Uial Ratios 
Ehade* and Biestaen Franklin o t 
Pane* Edode*. Franklin * Co.. 6 

._ OLSEN Bloomsbury Souare. London. 

WOODWO RKER L IMmlu WCIA ZUP. were appointed JOtnt 

NOTICE »& HUddl OVEN ArtmuiWraUve Receiver* of the 
pumianl 16 section 98 of the aocnc-norerd ccmanr on 31 at 
naolvcncy Art lWb that a Meet- Moren. 1093. by Barclays Baik 
ing of the Creditor* of Uu-above- p* under me power* contained 
named Company will be bald ol u> a Debenture doted 9th January 
Halno* wat» insolvency Sot !<*jg whereby need and floating 


and of Baker Tilly. 2 l«*r Ulan 12.00 noon on the 

RtMHiwoury SUeel. London ISIh April 1993 

WCIB 3ST AIM of name* and addremn 


VvCI 8 3ST. A IM of name* and addreves ol 

--T- — T"- (he creditors of ute company will VjT 

Beacon Fsml Products Limited be avaikdrie far imocrtum by Premium Account or ine 
IN RECEIVERSHIP cnmtllor* ol 61 Gray'* tan Road. “‘fE&PHEK 


day of March 1993 prevented io LlJ,ld ** n WCIX 8 PP onNJt«Ui whole of Che undeHBldng and 
Her MaMrl Won Court or Jus- APtH V993 ol n 30 am la r the aa o c u of ihe Company. 

Ucc for the confirmation of the ? 501 Apra l ?? 3 

camceuadon of the Share *?*■_- S. FRANKLIN 

Premium Account or ihc . Proxks lo pe oay f the M*«_ joint Artnmrearauve Recetvor 


RoflhUTcd Number W7WB2. Luukxv wCl X BPP. D-nwcn Ihe 03 i „ T™T t_ vlrrTsi fen nSd. 

Naiure of busing Timber Mer t>ou n or 10.00 am and - ao w Z22S t 'J? lmmi'wcSwp. 

rhAnlA Tr^k> ifi. mi va m. Anrit ioiI OireClCd lo be Wart BCforf Mr U . .. . .. "T 8 . 


our? or iu.w am ana ^ ---—r - London WClX 0OP, Uw rWs «<- 

. id * *«- dnrtf iMt tUreClCd lo be Ware PCfq r f Mr ***i^.. uw? .“T”. ranvumt la qg of the 

^^r,r^ c ^rr^e not ottgss&ZA 


chant* Trade rtasstfleailon. IS. en 14 6 IS April 1993. airecreo ir ve noaro iwotr iwr 

Dole of appolnlinml of aamUH*- NOTICE IS ALSO GIV EN inai. Rerdstrar BiKklev al the Royal 
native rrceivrrx 31*1 March lor me purpose of voOng. vecured Goufia of justice, grand. London 


STAFF RECRUITMENT 
SERVICES LIMITED 
NOTICE rs HEREBY LBVLN 
pnunK to Section 98 of (he 


. mo of the creditors of the ahovr- 


the administrative receiver* P T render ihar *ecurlty > hwoe of the I a *?!..f***5 ?.'-. o' 89 . 3 . „ _ I J? 4lh Floor. SI Alphagr House. 2 
Rank Negara Indutesla -Perveroi said Rtpdeml omw or the com- ( CREDTrOR or Share- | “W W "Oil | ror . L^ion EC 2 Y SDH 


limruraenl under whlcn appcdnl- pony before the merlins, a stale- ht *^ T * ^ q .y Company dwtr . Cn .„^ Road i on ioui wni i-rr< at n.wara 

hvnl made. OcOenture. Dole of men! grvlng particular* or iheir { { LonduTwciX berween the" I tor Uvr purpeae* RwnUancd In 


oe available for inspection by 


Foe* Street. London EC 2 Y SDH 
on 16U> April 1992 al lt.OOam 


InvtrumrnL Btn November 1988. security, the dale when II vim i I ncun of lOOO am ml 4.00 pm 1 bocuora w*. iug ana i«i or in* 

Joint AdnunhirailvD Receiver*-. I ohm. and I he value M which 11 I ^ cancellatlori of the Share J lArf, . . Kit, om-U 1993 1 “R* Aa A U** of the name* and 


Order for the conftrmallan of the 1 London WCl X 8 PP. betw een the 


sertiona 99. loo and 101 of the 


Price John Robertson Souvior wo* assessed 

and Frederick crude* Silaw BY ORDER OF THE BOARD 

■efnee holder no*- 2 S 88 and P Mermnnsaon 

8326i of Baker Tilly. 2 Blaorm - 

bury Slnvl London MCI B JST MAO Hooper Unwed 


Premium Account ahauld apoear I on * ***** 


at the lime of the hearing inper NOTICE BM foaVSM BuL fSrt^aWhe avn5STl^ b«S- 
son or by Counsel for (tut for Bw purpose of voting, secured "»» ~" 1 “ 
iwpmf. creditor, must .unless they sur 2 * 


addresses of the company^ trail 
i ran win be available lor tnspec- 


IN THE MATTER OF 
GOLDSMITH'S 
FINE FOOD'S PEC AND 
THE ll*S 0 L*'DVCrt ACT 1986 
NOTICE IS HERESY GIVEN 


MAO Hooper Unwed A cony of me uU Petition win fWKler incsr security i WlP al Uic 

NOTICE IS GIVEN pursuant lo Pe turtUsned lo any such person «id Ffegnieraj OWte of Diecom- 
ihe Compoiue* Art 198S Section rcaiorlno Ihe same by the bony before the merthtg. a *««- 
176 I hoi al an Extnrarainoty undermentioned Sanction on "I 1 ™ gtvtng particular* of_ indr 


General MeeOng of Ihe above- payment ol Ihe ret 
named company i"the Cbm- far me same 
pany". convened and held on ihe Doled Use 6 U, day 


payment ol Ihe regulated charoe l «*turtty. ihedai* when u was 
for me same I »v«fL and the vUir al which It 


render IhMrsecumy ■ H>ap» MUM P™?"* 

said Regmerea Ofhce of the com- r^T^T 

pony before Ihe meeting, a state- toamana son, wimeiwo pusi- 
menf ghms porllcular* of their y *** °* 


Ihoi ol a rnerdng of Ihe credlicrs I 31s) day of March 1993, Special 1 of AprU 1993. 


of the above named company I Resolution was paaved:- 


conversed under the provfcstons ot t Approving a payment oi 
S 98 of the 1 roots ency Art 1986. captuu lor the purpose of 
and held an I April 199 b. I. purchasing it* own Shores. 
Mrtvjm Julian Carter, of Carter 3 The amount of the pe n-m ad- 


I Turner Kenneth Brown 


men. and Ihe value al which n 
wo* assessed 

BY ORDER OF THE BOARD 
C HARRIMAN. Chairman 


wm duly appointed Laouidalor of 
me company. 

Cured this S iti day 
of April 1903 
tvs J Carter 


The Statutory Declaration of I 
Use D)rectors of the Company and 1 
ihe Audtton Report reaoired by i 
Ihe Companion Act 198B Section i 
1 ’lSi aro available lor inspec¬ 
tion ol me Regtslered Office of me 
Company al Palm Street, New I 
Baadard. Nodtngftam NG7 THS | 
Any creditor of the Company 


_ wra a or _ 

in T HE MATTER OF Company ii'palm Sheet. No, Insol coney Aci 1986. uua a gen- t W1U * 

PATERSON JONES UhlfTED 

THE INSOLVENCY ACT 1986 ai any u™ wttnln companv Will be held at R O Bo* lor*jmKl tp*-e t MMbcid ar* or thetr 

^ ,nC * n £? u £ MaB *° , -£Sc ^ 


the creduot* meeting. 

| creditors wiahma to vole at lha 
, mrettng must runles* lhey ore 
. Individual rreduon attending in 
1 person i lodge their proxies « JLln 
. Floor. 6 * AJphage House. 2 Farr 
I Short- London EC 2 V BDH no 
later than 12 noon on 
I 18th April 1993 

CRifesB mere ore cscemlonal dr- 
I o n t ut >i m as. a credUor win aoa be 
I ratliM lo rob unless n» proof 
| has been Kdgnl and admitted for 
| voong ourposes. Whtial proofs 
may be lodged al any Ume before 
! voting commences. creditor* 


piwii.u JjmiiMi vexmg put tuns wnusi Proors 

. u, AdmSS3iv*^5.rtswp - 

NOTICE IS HEREBY QTVEN 
pursuant to Secnon OB of the 

Insolvency Art 1986. trua a gen- »* rrqmmro smo mem wlih 


I era! nuS.no Of Ihe uneeWO 

| creditors ol ine wws»named I “* r Mcunty. srcurai crem- 


meks Immediately faUowtng the 


lo side ai Ihe meshno. 




S.9B ol Use lnsolvrricy Art 1086. I Order prombnux, Us* payment. 


and held on 6 April i99iS. I m_a HOOPER 
Mrs** n Julian Carter, of Carter Company secretary 

Backer H-fnier. HIU Homo. -- - . . . 

HMhaaic Hill London. NI9 HIU NO. 0O1163 O 

was duly appointed Uoindolor of IN THE HI GH 

me company. of a ct 

□mod ihis Sin day CHANCERY D' 

of Aora 1993 W THE MAH 

M J Carter RATCUF 1 


JOHNSON A HEOLEY LTD 
<tn Administrative Recrlversiilpi 
Nnqlsirred Number- 1399312. 


NO. 001163 OF 1993 
IN THE HIGH COURT 
OF JUSTICE 
CHANCERY DIVISION 
BV THE MATTER OF 
RATCUfTT 
INDUSTRIES LIMITED 
AND IN THE MATTER OF 
THE COMPANIES ACT 1986 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 


Order Mad* SI March 1993 Pur- „ 

vaml; » reauest under s 026 , 4 , 

»A 1986 Joint Administrators: 

Roger Arthur Pswuiil and Chrt* rjrl_ n. 
topper Morris Touche Ron A Co,, 

P O Bcnr 810. Frtary Court. 66 ™ 

Crutched Friars. London EC3N JJSuJa 


April 1993 at 12.00 hr* for me 
ounwee of having a report laid 
pefoee the meeting and of nearing 
any esptanadon Ihji may Be 
given 0 » ihe Administrative 

Breeders. CTedJror* whose 
claims are wholly secured are not 

entitled lo au end or o* 

rfp u s ent sd. 


Ms Carol Commit Director 
THE INSOLVENCrY ACT 1986* 
TRENDS PRODUCTIONS LTD 
Trading Name- -JAMIE 
PHILLIPS ORGamSation-' 
NOTICE IS HEREBY CrvCN 
Pursuant lo Qtrtua i 98 of (hr 
tmofveory Act 1986 that a 


administrative I V TIP March 1993 confirming ihe 


Rule a l(i 6 

The Insolvency Act 1986 
LIU Inierran Unwind 


A form of dreary which. It ID Be MEETING of lha CREDITORS of 
used of toe Bmrling. raun Pe com- the aaove named Company win 
aided In accordance with the Oe held On 26fh Aartl 1993 at 4. 
guidance notes provided IMrrsn Ch art er n ousr Souare. London 
and lodged al Leonard Curtis A e«M 6 EN al 12 OO noon [or me 
Co not low man 12.00 hr* on Puruows men Honed in Session 99 

TUl April 1993. n met] to in* said ACL 

PfBM* rule (not ■ creditor Is NOTICE IS FURTHER COVEN 


1 e nti tled ip vole only H he bu ) Inal Maurice 
. delivered to Ule ArnnlnUtraavp Domngtan. TIP A 


receivers. IBUi March 1993 I cancellation of ilw share pic-. I Tab* nonce that IM lOider-1 Receivera not latar than 13.00 hr* ] Chancrhom* Sgirar*. London. 


Name if person appointing Uw I rarnra account of tho above- I Rgned. A D Nennlupnam and j C ( on 7in Aartl 1993 detaRv in arrtt- 
atuntnislrauvr receivers: National 1 named company »n regtateced l Haadi of Hamm Waits [nsotvoncy i me of Ihe Cetu dalmod la P* due 


EC1M aw 1* mlnM in on as 
Ine Qualified Insolvency Proctine- 


Wcemtlnsler Baltic. Joint Amnio- ! <z>- the Knferar of Companies on I Sersiees. 31 Cray's Bnn Road, j from the company, and mere ft *1 ) nrr piimimH to Seellon VhSaai 


islrallve Recelvecs: Pnmck Wal- I SOQi March 1993 


been lodged with ihe Admlnfstra- I of m# bom Ad Who will furnwi 


ler Jofui HJrtUun and Peter Dated Uils 7th day of Apra. 1993. 1 appoinud joihi Uaiddawraof Un 1 nvo Receiver, any groay which I Creditor* with suen knformaiion 
Anthony Lawrence (omee holder Messrs. WnW * Co . [ Intector, Llnuird. by a resolution f in* omdnor intend* to be used I aa Qiry may raaidre. 


noo. 2192 o»d 6829. of Boom Sabdrors or 36 Colmore Row 
White NEM House 5/fl BUTnlligflfim 83 2AS. 

Rid manswofth Road. Wolford. SoUrtlon 

HidWriNllni WPl 1WO_ for ihe atone-ruuneO rampony 


of a meMing of uic company 1 * on Ids behalf, 
memocra h*<d on 50March 1993. Dated’ 24 March 1893 
A D Kenmngnem ana J C Heom S-D. Sweden. FCA 
JojW Ud ol dolors JrSnl AdnWMsliallv* RcctSVtt 


DATED this 2nd day 
of April 1993 

BY ORDER OF THE BOARD 
j.l. Plumas. pmEtrroH. 


■I . U>J 


in Zeneca shares on June 1. 
Other options win indude 
Argyll Group, National West¬ 
minster Bank, up 7p ai 442p, 
RedJasd, tip firmer al 435p, 
Royal Insurance Holdings, 
unchanged at 309p, Tarmac 
up 3p at I28p. TomJdns, off 
Ip to 34lp, and Wnfiams 
Holdings, down 3p at 325p. 
All are due to trade from May 
12 . 

But four of Lifie's existing 
equity options on Eurotunnel 
units, off Ip to 462p, GKN. 
Scottish and Newcastle 5p 
weaker at 457p, and Vaal 
Reefs Exploration & Mining 
Co, down UVie to £33. are 
being phased out because of 
insufficient demand - 

liffe said it had tried to 
ensure its equity product 
range reflected market needs, 
the make-up of institutional 
portfolio holdings and the 
interests of the retail market 

The supermarket groups 
were ruffled as the market 
digested the results from 
Tesco on Tuesday which high¬ 
lighted the need lor superstore 
openings to fuel profit growth. 
Sainsbmy fell 8p to 464p, 
Tesoo 3p to 22 9p, Argyll the 
Safeway group. 7p to 326p. 
and Kwik Save, where there 
are also worries over the 
group's FT-SE status, lost lOp 
to 742p. GJEC finned tip to 
323p, on volumeof 11 million 


shares, boosted by reports that 
UBS and Warburgs were tak¬ 
ing a positive stance on the 
group's prospects and defen¬ 
sive qualities. But GKN lost 7p 
to 449p, on reports of bearish 
noises from Credit Lyonnais 
Laing. 

Reduced losses az Higgs & 
HID, the building group, led 
to a 3p rise to 58p as investors 
hoped the worst was behind it 
while John Mowlem firmed 


News that the offer for 30.8 
million shares in David 
Brown Group was subscribed 
6 2 times was a relief to BZW, 
which is handling proceed¬ 
ings. At the 17Op a share plac¬ 
ing price. David Brown is cap¬ 
italised at £903 miliu m Allo¬ 
cations are to be scaled down. 
Trading starts on April 15. 


New York—Caution marked 
early trading on Wall Street, 
but the Dow Jones industrial 
average managed to keepits 
head slightly above water. The 
index was up 10.8 points to 
3.388.37 and declining 
shares inched ahead of ad¬ 
vancing issues. The tong bond 
held on to its gains, up l2 /32 to 
yield 6.93 per cent 

□ Hong Kong — Share prices 
dosed almost one per cent 
lower, but brokers said turn¬ 
over was thin and there were 
signs of support at lower levels. 
The Hang Seng index slid 
59.13 points to dose at 
6,281.7. 

□ Singapore — The Straits 
Times industrial index ended 


at a new dosing high for the 
fourth successive day. at 
1,721 -2. up 10.42 points from 
Tuesday’s dose, on firm insti¬ 
tutional and retail buying. 

□ Sydney — Shares dosed 
lower in dull pre-holiday trad¬ 
ing brightened only by Kerry 
Packer's reported raid on John 
Fairfax Holdings. The all- 
ordinaries index closed down 
3.4 points at 1,654.9. 

□ Frankfurt — German 
shares slipped amid disap¬ 
pointment over the slow pace 
of Bundesbank moves to engi¬ 
neer a cut in money market 
rates and losses among car 
shares. The Dax index ended 
at 1.650.31, down from Tues¬ 
day's 1,665.4 dose. [Reuter) 
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3p to 88p. as deepening losses 
were accompanied % the 
news that it is selling its HSS 
Hire Service Group. Sketch!ey 
fdl 14p to 96p as it said profits 
in the second half would be 
lower than the Gist six months 
of its financial year. Sketchley 
has bought Supasnaps from 
Dixons for £4.3 mflliion. Dix¬ 
ons firmed 2p to 2 IOp on the 
news. 
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Abbott lata X. 3S 
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Philip Pangalos 


Alter Soira nr. 9 v. 
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Apple Computer 48% 48% 
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ArtOCD 6% 7 

Arnaang Wrtd E 31 % 


Schroders’ key role 
in Greek phone sale 
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ed to be announced before 
Kiichi Miyazawa. the prime 
minister, visits President Gin- 
ton on April 16. has been 
cause for cautious optimism in 
the markets. 

According to the chief econ¬ 
omist at SG Warburg in 
Tokyo, if implemented as 
planned, based mainly on new 
infrastructure projects, public 
expenditure expansion and 
small and medium-sized com¬ 
panies’ capital expenditure in¬ 
centives, the package should 
lift final domestic demand by 
about 1.3 to 1.5 per cent over 
the coming 12-16 months. 

Consumer goods shipments 
showed a healthy monthly 
gain in February and new car 
registrations were up 3.4 per 
cent last month, the first rise in 
14 months.However. some 
economic analysis are still 
urging extreme caution. 


By Philip Pangalos 


SCHRODERS and Credit 
Suisse First Boston have been 
chosen as joint global co-ordi¬ 
nators and international lead 
managers in the lucrative 
forthcoming privatisation of 
Greece’s flagship telephone 
company. 

Greece is selling 49 percent 
of the Hellenic Telecommuni¬ 
cations Organisation (OTE). 
with 35 per cent of OTE’s 
shares going to a strategic 
partner, in the form of a 
foreign telephone company, 
and another 14 per cent to be 
sold to international investors. 
OTE’s 28,000 employees and 
the public. 

More than 20 institutions 
completed the selection pro¬ 
cess, with six making it the 
shortlist for the intitial public 
offering, which is expected to 


take place later this year. 
CSFB will be the overall 
manager of the sale of the 14 
per cent while Schroders wfli 
prepare the sale. 

Morgan Stanley. Paribas 
Capital Markets and NM 
Rothschild win assist in the 
sale of the shares to overseas 
investors. A Greek bank wQ] 
be selected to sefl shares on the 
Athens Stock Exchange. 

The total value of OTE is 
estimated to be about $4.5 
billion. Some analysis say that 
the price for the 35 per cent 
stake could be between $1.2 
billion and $1.5 billion, al¬ 
though others think it may be 
betow$l billion- 

OTE reported a profit of 
$250 million in 1991,' and 
higher profits are predicted 
next time. 
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Lucas sells fluid power 
systems for £40m 
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LUCAS Industries, the auto¬ 
motive and aerospace engi¬ 
neer. has sold its fluid power 
systems division to Sophus 
Berendsen of Denmark for 
£40 million. 

The disposal, indicated in 
December, is part of the 
company's restructuring pro¬ 
gramme to focus on is core 
car and aircraft components 
activities. Because of favour¬ 
able exchange rale move- 
mens, the amount Lucas 
receives is £10 million more 
than originally announced. 

Transfer of the division’s 
operations in Canada for £7 
million of the total consider¬ 


ation is still subject to approval 
by the Ca na dia n government 

The division, which made 
operating profits of £900,000 
million last year and had net 
assets of £29 million, distrib¬ 
utes hydraulic equipment The 
move makes Berendsen the 
world’s largest seller of fluid 
power systems. 

Last month. Lucas sold its 
chain of auto-centres for £13 
million. 

That leaves the group’s 
missile casings, aircraft win¬ 
dows, de-icing equipment 
aerospace switchgear, ignition 
and wiring businesses stiU for 
sale. 
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GOVERNMENT securities 
continued to dimb although 
analysts said this was more to 
do with technical reasons 
than fundamentals. There 
were few signs of retail baying 
although there was some sup¬ 
port from European band 
markets and firmer sterling. 

The gilt future ended up 
nine ticks at £I06 , */jz. on a 
relatively thin volume of 
22,000 contracts traded. 

The £250 million of Trea¬ 
sury 7'■* per cent 1998 sold 
out, as did the £200 million of 
Treasury 9* per cent 2002. 
There was also some talk in 
the market about the possibil¬ 
ity of another gflt auction 
from the Bank of England 
next week, possibly for five-to- 

ten year stock. 

Exchequer 94 per cent 
1998 added three ticks to 
EIIF'/jj while Treasury 9 
percent2012 advanced £*2 to 
El 06"/« among longerdat- 
ed securities. 
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ECONOMIC VIEW 


Generation game can explain 
world’s booms and busts 


longer-term world cycles 
t ran p aint a truer 
economic picture than 


day-to-day ups an d 
downs, writes 


Anatole Kaletsky 


A s the recession has length¬ 
en®^ deepened, and spread 
burn one country to another, 
the world has resounded with 
• gloomy prophecies about a new era of 
global depression and mass unemploy¬ 
ment. Last week, I suggested the 
opposite — that the world might now 
be heading for a new golden age of 
sustained economic growth. 1 also 
maintained that declining inflation 
was a worldwide phenomenon, which 
did little credit to the economic 
management of John Major and 
Norman Lament 

To justify these statements, 1 turn to 
two unfamiliar theoretical champions: 
Nikolai Kondratieff, a Russian statisti¬ 
cian who postulated a regular 50- to 
60-year cyde of worldwide booms and 
boas; and the great Polish economist 
Michal Kaledri, who also happens to 
be a distant relative of mine. 

First Kondratieff. Most serious 
thinkers dismiss Kondratieff cycles and 
other long-wave hypotheses as "science 
fiction 1 ', to quote Paul Samuelson, the 
dean of American economists. Al¬ 
though historical evidence of regular 
long-term fhjetations in prices and 
economic growth rates does exist, it is 
ambiguous to say the least There is, 
however, a more interesting psycholog¬ 
ical reason to take long cycles seriously, 
albeit with a pinch of salt Human 
nature tends to change with genera¬ 
tions. Thus it would not be surprising if 
similar social trends, political blunders 
and financial bubbles were repeated in 
every second generation. 

In terms of a 60-year cyde, die 
worldwide economic slump from 1 990 
onwards fits well with the depression 
that started in 1930. But like most 
economic theories, the Kondratieff 
cyde is capable of giving diametrically 
opposite forecasts, depending on how it 
is used and by whom. While a 60-year 
cyde might suggest another decade of 
gloom, a cyde of SO years or slightly 
less would present a different prospect 
Perhaps the txue analogies for the 
financial and economic crises of the 
late 1920s and eaify 1930s were to be 
found in the mid-1970s and eariy 
1980s. In that case, a Kondratieff 
world would now be on the point of 
emerging from a decade of economic 
convalescence and political trauma like 
the decade from 1935 to 1945. 

A shorter cycle of 45 years would fit 
recent history even better. The asset 
inflation and financial meltdown of 
1929 would then match the global 
commodify inflation that cul m inat e d 
with the worldwide stock market crash 
of 1974. The end of the second world 
war would correlate perfectly with the 
collapse of communism in 1989-90. 
The economic chaos in eastern Europe 
and Russia would be the counterpart of 
the post-war hyperinflation in 
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Germany and Italy. The economic 
recovery of 1993 in America and 
Britain would be analogous to the start 
of the long postwar boom. To suggest 
Kondrafiefftype generational changes 
could have accelerated from 50 to 45 
years is not far-fetched, given the pace 
of technology and the spread of mass 
education and information since the 
war. But simply bandying dates about 
is just a game with no greater analytical 
value than science Sedan, as 
Samuelson said. What can make long- 
cyde concepts valuable is if they draw 
attention to political and social changes 
overlooked by economists preoccupied 
with forecasting growth, inflation or 
unemployment next year. This brings 
me to Michal Kaledo. 

Kaledri, who worked ax Oxford in 
tiie late 1930s while Keynes was 
working at Cambridge, developed 
most of the concepts of Keynesian 
demand management independently 
of Keynes. His even more remarkable 
contribution was made in the 1940s 
but was so far-sighted that it was widely 
ignored. While conventional econo¬ 
mise were still arguing over whether 
the world could be stopped from 
slipping back into depression after tire 
war, Kaledri maintained that creating 
full employment was now a technically 
trivial problem. By applying the new 
understanding of demand manage¬ 
ment, governments would have no 


technical difficulty in ensuring rapid 
growth and banishing unemployment 
But as earfy as 1943, in a prophetic 
paper. Political Aspects of Full Em¬ 
ployment, Kaledri predicted that full 
employment policies would ultimately 
be abandoned — not because they 
failed economically, but because they 
would gradually lead to wage inflation 
and social conflict Eventually, there 
would be a political backlash and high 
unemployment would again be accept¬ 
ed throughout the capitalist world as 
an inevitable fact of life 

K aledri was able to predict the 
demise of Keynesian eco¬ 
nomics 30 years before the 
event by applying a mode of 
analysis that most conventional econo¬ 
mists rejected: Marxism. Kaledri ar¬ 
gued that unemployment was a 
necessary discipline in any class-based 
capitalist economy. Without unemploy¬ 
ment, inevitable tensions over income 
distribution between labour and capi¬ 
tal would explode into open conflict 
The government, whose main respon- 
s&ilay is always to preserve existing 
social relations, even if it does not 
openly favour the capitalist dass, would 
be forced to create unemployment as a 
deliberate act of polity. 

Where, then, are my reasons for 
hope? Kaledri's dass conflict readied 
its dimax around the world in the mid- 


tn late-1970s. Just as Kaledri predicted, 
the strikes and wage inflation were 
preceded by social dislocation, ranging 
hum hippies and Black Panthers in 
America to striking mineworkere in 
Britain. The outbreak of dass conflict 
was followed by the abandonment of 
full employment policies. The mid- 
1970s saw a kind of extended dass 
conflict on the geopolitical stage, with 
snuggles over global income distribu¬ 
tion between Opec. industrialised 
countries and the dispossessed com¬ 
modify producers of the Third World. 

As Kaledri expected, these struggles 
were all ultimately won'by the capitalist 
countries and, within these countries, 
by tire capitalist classes. But what 
Kaledri, who remained a Marxist at 
heart failed to foresee was that the 
process of dass straggle would, lead not 
to tiie radicalisation of the proletariat 
but its gradual absorption into the 
capitalist dass. Globally, once-radical 
Third World and communist govern¬ 
ments are vying to adopt capitalist 
models. At home in Britain, there are 
now more individual shareholders 
than members of trades unions. 

To discern the full economic conse¬ 
quences of these extraordinary trans¬ 
formations would require my distant 
cousin's genius and insight Bin it does 
seem certain that the great inflations 
and economic crises of the 1970s and 
early 1980s are a tiling of the past 
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CITY DIARY 


Telethon for 
Sargent fund 

CITY brokets separated from 
. their dealing screens and suf- 
i faring withdrawal symptoms 
this Easter Sunday are being 
urged to put their talents to 
charitable use for the Malcolm 
Sargent Cancer Fund for 
Children by answering tele¬ 
phones a! Classic FM’s head¬ 
quarters in Camden Town. 
The commercial radio station 
has organised a telethon ap¬ 
peal to coincide with the silver 
jubilee of the charity, which 
gives money to those under 21 
suffering from cancer. leukae¬ 
mia and Hodgkin’s disease. 
Sylvia Dariey. the chant/s 
founder and the great conduc¬ 
tor’s former manager, says sne 
hopes to raise at least 
£150,000 from the telethon to 
fund a third holiday housefor 
\ young cancer victims and their 
females. -We des^nudy 
need communicators who can 
enjoy making markets m 
healthy donations." she says, 
adding thai she needs rone 
more volunteers for the peax 
hours of 3pm to 7pm. and at 
least eight mat » 

071-937 4548 for a iota. 

Dress code 

CHAIRMEN who insist on 

shareholders bemg arored 

property for the annual meet 
mgshould select venueswithi a 
stria dress code. Ken Maud, 
chairman of Peek, the traffic 
systems and measurement 
group, writes as ft*"®***" 1 * 
die April 29 meemig- May * 

respectfully remmdjarehofo 
ere of he dress aide of The 
Royal Automobile Ciuo. 


which requires gentlemen to 
wear jackets and tie." Lucky 
Maud did not pick a club 
where women might have 
been been refused entrance, or 
been required to use a differ¬ 
ent entrance to men. And 
what about national dress? 

Johnston bows out 

THE Lloyd’s of London insur¬ 
ance market will be a little less 
secure today (if that wra pos¬ 
sible) with the retirement, after 
40 years in the business, of 
Ken Johnston, the broker af¬ 
fectionately known as “belt 
and braces". Johnston, 62, 
was a senior executive with 
broker CT. Bowring for 28 
years before becoming a 
founder member of Jermer 
Fenton Slade 12 years ago. 

“He is much loved and will be 

sorely missodL if onfy for his 
rather appalling turn of 
phrase,” Michael Jenner. 
chairman of.JFS, says. “He 
never understood computers 
always preferring pen and ink 
to craft the- highest qualify of 



“Looks as if you might 
have Wellcome shares” 


policy wordings for his corpo¬ 
rate clients, where 'apple for 
apple’ situations could leave 
one ‘swinging from the chan¬ 
deliers'." Johnston, who spe¬ 
cialised in oil and energy, will 
be celebrating his retirement 
with a dinner at the Dukes 
Hotel in St James today. 

SPOTTED in the City : A 
block transit van bearing the 
words “Chanel paifumsIts 
registration number9 NOS. 

Shenkman’s role 

MICHAEL Heseitine’s plan 
to persuade Chy firms to part 
with 100 senior executives to 
help Britain’s export prospects 
has coincided with a restruc¬ 
turing of Kleinwort Benson's 
Tokyo branch. Gregory 
Shenkman, who relinquishes 
his position as managing di¬ 
rector and general manager, 
has been seconded to the DTI 
for a year to help British com¬ 
panies active in Asian mar¬ 
kets. Shenkman. a corporate 
financier who worked at Swiss 
Bank Corporation and First 
Boston before joining Klein¬ 
wort in 1990, begins his task 
under the Export Promoters' 
Initiative this month, when 
Lord Trendiard, a director of 
corporate finance in London, 
flies to Tokyo as the firm's "se¬ 
nior representative". Klein- 
won has divided Shenkman‘s 
job in two, with Lord Tnen- 
chaid in the diplomat’s role 
and Mario Malt head of To- 
»equities, taking the duties 
general manager. Klein¬ 
wort seemed unsure what 
Shenkman will be doing when 
his secondment ends; “It’s not 
dear yet Corporate finance, 
probably," said a spokesman. 

Melinda Wittstock 
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Oil tax reform will cost UK billions 


From Mr Ian Norbuiy 
Sir, You will not have failed to 
note the incredulity and dis¬ 
may with which oil com¬ 
panies. oil-related service 
companies and many inde¬ 
pendent commentator have 
responded to the Chancellor's 
proposed oil taxation reforms. 
The oil companies, pointing to 
likely job losses and premature 
curtailment of exploration, 
were accused by Cabinet min¬ 
isters and Treasury officials of 
scare-raongering. 

However, in a press state¬ 
ment on Wednesday the Trea¬ 
sury admitted that industry 
fears were well founded CTax 
move threatens ofl jobs". April 
1). The Treasury estimates 
10,000 job losses across the 
sector and a 50 per cent 
reduction in exploration activi¬ 
ty in. the North Sea. Let us 
examine what the tax changes 
mean for Britain, 

Current investment by the 
offshore oil and gas industry, at 
£5-6 billion annually, repre¬ 
sents 25 percent of the total UK 
manufacturing and extraction 
investment Toe immediate re¬ 
sult of the proposed tax reforms 
will be a cut in exploration 
drilling amounting to a reduc¬ 
tion in investment of dose to £1 
billion per annum. In tiie short 
term, ofl companies, drilling 
contractors and the myriad of 
small companies that service 
and supply the ofl industry will 
be forced to shed jobs. The 
effect on communities such as 
Aberdeen, where many com¬ 
panies are based, could te 
catastrophic. In the longer 
term, annual investments will 
be reduced by £2.5 billion as 
fewer discoveries are made and 
the decline of field develop¬ 
ment-related industries sets in. 
The economic effects wiD be 
disastrous job losses of at least 
10.000 and. contrary to Trea¬ 
sury expectations, between £2 
trillion and £4 billkm less reve¬ 
nue to the Exchequer coupled 


with an adverse effect on the 
balance of payments to the 
tune of E20 billion over 5 
years. 

The productive life of the 
North Sea will be shortened, 
even though the government 
itself estimates as much ofl is 
yet to be discovered as has 
already been produced, leav¬ 
ing much of Britain’s oil and 
gas resources in the ground. 
The UK reserves base and 
production levels will decline 
sharply- leading to greater 
dependence on.imported ofl 
and gas. 

The broad thrust of the 
Chancellor's proposals is not 
in the nation's best interests. It 
is too early to abandon the 
North Sea as an exploration 
province. Yet in the less 
fiscally a ttra c ti ve environment 
that will now prevail, the yeiy 
real and disturbing scenario is 
that profits generated in the 
North Sea will not be re¬ 
invested into UK industry but 
wfll be diverted overseas. 

There has been much dis¬ 
cussion of winners and losers 
from the proposed reforms. 
The majority of ofl companies, 
by cur tailin g exploration, wfll 
register higher profit levels. 
Ultimately, the onfy loser wfll 
be Britain as profits are rein¬ 
vested elsewhere resulting in 
emasculation of a vital 
industry. 

Yours faithfully, 

IAN NORBURY, 

UK Exploration Manager, 
Amerada Hess Limited, 

47 Paikside Drive, 

Watford, 

Hens. 


Letters to the 
Business and Finance 
section of The Times 
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Telecom tactics 


THE Treasury’s decision to set up a competi¬ 
tive syndicate of 11 global managers to sell the 
third tranche of BT stock this summer shows 
how desperate it is to wring every last penny out 
of the privatisation to ED the public sector 
deficit In tbe past privatisation syndicates 
have been cosy affairs, with a team of securities 
houses gnretn occlusive rights to sell stock to the 
major institutions in their own region. The new 
system, which has always been common 
practice on Wall Street means that the 11 
managers can try to capture business from any 
of the world's 500 leading institutions. 

The risk of die new system is that It could 
deteriorate into a global free-for-all. The 
increase in call volumes might by good for 
BT. but institutions could become so sick or 
confused about a daily hard-sell from 11 
different investment houses that they might 


shun the offer entirely. SG Warburg has tried 
to limit the danger by limiting tiie managers 
to their respective regions for the initial stages 
of the offer. After that, anything goes. 

The Treasury hopes the new approach will 
generate additional bids and narrow the 
discount on the £5.7 billion offer. This was a 
modest 12p, or 3.5 per cent in BT2, including 
the time value of the part-paid issue. The 
managers will have to be convincing to 
improve that figure, particuariy since domes¬ 
tic institutions are committing their cashflow 
to the gilt auctions. 

The funding programme also restricts the 
offer's timing. The consequences for missing 
a July date are unappealing. The summer 
holidays would intervene and delay the offer 
until October. By then the Bank of England's 
gilt sales may be in full swing. 


Mowiem/Davis 

WHETHER buying or sell¬ 
ing a business, Mowlera just 
cannot get it right. Fust it 
winds up with an airport; 
now it has sold one of its few 
operations with reasonable 
short-term recovery 
prospects. 

Until recently, Mowlem 
had described HSS Hire 
Service Group as one of its 
best businesses; now it has 
been sold ar the bottom of the 
cyde because the group has 
insufficient funds to invest in 
it Restructuring in a buyers’ 
market can be painful 
Mowlem would have been 
better advised to scale bade its 
other property and housing 
interests and put tiie money 
in HSS. After all, tiie hire 
b usiness made pre-tax profits 
of £14.5 million only three 
years ago. Instead. Mowlem 
is left with an unattractive 
mix of businesses—contract¬ 
ing, scaffolding, property 
and a loss-making airport — 
whose prospects took bleak. 


Shareholders would have 
been more relieved if the 
group had managed to sell 
London G'fy Airport still well 
short of the passenger 
throughput target it needs to 
break even. At least gearing 
falls from 39 to 9 per cent 
But Mcmdem’s loss is Da¬ 
vis's gain. It has acquired a 
sound business with similar 
characteristics to its existing 
operations for a reasonable 
price, which wfll not dilute 
earnings in tbe coming year. 


The company’s shares have 
outperformed the market by 
almost 40 percent in the last 
two years, but are still trading 
on a reasonable 15 times 
forecast earnings. Davis has 
weathered the recession well, 
despite difficult conditions in 
its markets, and should be 
quite capable of improving 
profits at HSS with or with¬ 
out recovery. Unfortunately 
for Mowlem shareholders, 
their company cannot say tiie 
same. 



ICL 

ICL may be the last profitable 
leading computer group in 
Europe, but the chances of its 
returning to the stock market 
in 1995, as promised three 
years ago, are looking in¬ 
creasingly remote. 

Try as it might, the group 
could never hope to be im¬ 
mune from the turmoil in the 
global computer industry. A 
38 per cent fall in profits to 
£38.6 million would have 
been nearer 50 percenr with¬ 
out a £9 million contribution 
from acquisitions. This fol¬ 
lows a similar fall in 1991. 

This is not to detract from 
the company’s achievements 
ICL achieved 5 per cent org¬ 
anic growth last year, by of¬ 
fering specialised products to 
specialised industries such as 
retailing and financial ser¬ 
vices. By contrast, Fujitsu. 
ICL’s 80 per cent owner, 
estimates a Y20 billion (El 16 
million) loss last year. 

Nevertheless, declining 
earnings mean ICL is in no 
state to rejoin the market 
The 1995 flotation date is 
likely to slip at least a year 


and the plan to offer shares at 
a minimum of 225p is out of 
reach. This is a pity since 
ICL’S debts are rising, with 
interest cover of less than 
three times in 1992. Some 
fresh equity would be useful. 

Higgs and Hill 

WHEN the dinosaurs died 
out, so the theory goes, the 
small mammals survived by 
hibernating. The same is 
happening nowadays in the 
battered construction sector. 
While the giants flounder to¬ 
wards extinction, smaller ani¬ 
mals like Higgs and Hill 
retreat to their nests to wait it 
out A programme of asset 
sales that helped turn debts of 
almost £17 million into net 
cash of £4 million by the end 
of 1992 is continuing, and 
the proceeds should keep the 
group cash-neutral despite 
an expected large outflow 
from contracting until it is 
safe to reinvest again. 

Nothing demonstrates the 
razor-thin margins the indus¬ 
try is suffering better titan 
H&H’s £340,000 trading 
profit last year on turnover 


not far short of £300 million. 
Although the affair of Berke¬ 
ley Group’s botched stake¬ 
building in January has done 
the shares no harm, tiie wait 
for recovery could be long. 

Dewhirst 

COMPANIES that agonise 
before cutting their dividend 
should take note of the pow¬ 
erful recovery at Dewhirst, 
the clothing and toiletries 
group. The company was hit 
at the start of the recession, 
profits almost halved and the 
dividend was reduced for the 
first time in its 72-year 
history. 

Dewhirst used the addi¬ 
tional cash freed by the cut to 
buy a ladieswear business 
from Coats Vfyefla. This, and 
tight management gave the 
business the impetus it need¬ 
ed. Sterling’s devaluation has 
given Dewfairsfs home-pro¬ 
duced garments a strong 
price advantage and this year 
the City expects profits and 
dividends to return to record 
levels. With net cash of E6.5 
million, Dewhirst has scope 
to buy less far-sighted rivals. 
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Sabatier Knife Sets from £22.95 


Anyone who is 
serious about their 
cooking will appreciate the 
combination of quality and design 
achieved in the 
legendary Sabatier 
knives on offer today. 

The evolution of these superb 
knives, each one a master in 
its own specific role, is the 
result of many years experience. 

Made under licence in France for 
Richardson Sheffield, Sabatier have 
combined stylish black rivetted handles 
and stainless steel blades with precision 
ground edges to produce knives capable 



20cm/8" Cooks knife 


20an/8" Carving knife 


15cm/6" Codes Imife 


11.5an/4fe"Stedcl 


9am/3Vz n Paring knife 


of handling the toughest culinary task in any kitchen. 

Please note that dishwasher cleaning is not recommended. a 
Choose between a 3- or 5-piece set. The 3-piece set for n 

£32.95 comprises a 3W paring knife, a 6" and an 8' cook's oABATI EK 
knife. A 4f/2" steak knife and an 8" carving knife complete F R H ~c e~~ 
the 5-piece set for £34.95. At these affordable prices why 
be content with anything less? 

Both prices include delivery 
and you can claim a refund 
within 7 days if not completely 
satisfied. 


PHONE MBECr 
0245 323301 far 
>and 24 hour 
'service 
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THE TIMES SABAHERI 
PO BOX 225, 

SOUTH WOODHAM FHtRERS, 
OBMSFORD, ESSEX, CM3 5XL 
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delivery From receipt of order. 
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Pundqffnr 479/0 506X0 ... ZJD 

rifeACC 864X0 9MJ0 ... 230 

General 51.90 54.90 ... 364 
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US Growth 13360 142 IW -240 0J4 
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SUN ALLIANCE 
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inaxne 30R78 33849 . | >2 jji 

-do-.ACC 628 94 6W>08 - 23* 351 

Uiiemaitonal WH 493JJ - i.® 0*1 
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13 CkarioHc Sq Cdrobunth E3U4D1 
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Source: Flnsiai ^ 

■ Yield expressed as CAR (Compound^ 
Annual Return). 1 Ex dividena. 1 Middle 
price: ... No slgnificaru dau. 


;KAaK»1 indices: 


New York (midday): 

Dora Jones - 3385.13 (‘7.561 

S&P Compasie_ 440.92 (-0241 

Tokyo: 

Nikkei AVge_IQS20J3 (+342.43) 

Hong Kong: 

Hang Seng-6281.70 (-59.13) 


_6281.70 (-59.13) 


Amsterdam: 

CBS Tendency - 107.5 (-0.51 

Sydney: ao - 1654.9 (-3.4) 

Frankfurt 

DAX_1650.31 (-15.09) 


FT 30 share: _ 

Brussels: 

General- 

Paris: CAC- 

Zurich: ska Gen 
London: 

FT A AU-Share- 

FT 500 - 

FT Gold Mines- 

FT Fixed I merest 

FTGwtSas_ 

Bargains- 

SEAQ Volume- 

USM (Daxastrml _ 


_2182.7 (-7.2} 

.. 6293.65 (-17.43) 
— 539.69 (*4.08) 
-490-2 (-1.01 


_ 1385.01 (-4.19) 
1514.68 (-5.75) 

-130.0 (-43) 

_ 112.88(40.10) 

- 97.20 (*0.28) 

_ 25369 

_508.0m 

_ 13033 (-028) 


TRADmONALOPDONS J 

First Dealings Last Dealings Last Declaration For Settlement 

Aprfl 5 April 16 Jaty 15 July 26 

Cal] optio ns were taken oca on 7/4/93: BM Group, Enterprise Comp. EvtawJ Bandore 

Fairiiaven. Hanunerson OnL Kewfll Systems. Maddox. Premier Ons Oil Spring 

Ram. Surrey Group. Walker Greenbank. 

ftfc Harrwtn. PWs * CkBk BM Group, Fairtovere Spring Jiarre 


W AMCIALHimRES:|: 

Period Open Ri^i Low Close Vokane 

FT-SE 100 Jun 93 _ 2843^ 2854X) 28083 2825.0 11179 

Previous open imt 42577 Sep 93 _ 2844.0 0 

Three Month Sterling Jon93 - 04.23 942s 94-2Q 9423 11142 

Previous open interest: 287711 Sep 93 . 94J6 94J7 94J3 94.37 49(7 

Dec 93 _ 9429 94.34 94.29 94 J3 1492 

Three Mth Eurodollar Jun 93 _ 96.69 96 .to 96.69 96.70 329 

previous Open iMocc 17870 Sep 93 _ 96.5 J 96.5J 96.50 96.53 J59 

Three Mth Euro DM Jun 93 _ 97 88 92.88 92.78 92^6 40079 

Previous open interest 495392 Sep 93 _ 93 77 93 77 93.b? 93.75 23335 

US Treasury Bond Jun 93 _ 109-23 0 

Previous open merer I Sep 93 _ 108-15 0 

LonfiGflt Jun93 _ 106-12 106-25 106-12 106-19 25129 

Previous open interest 56744 Sep 93 _ J05-22 0 

Japanese Govmt Bond Jon 93 _ 107.76 107.85 107.40 107 85 2380 

Sep 93 _ 107.27 0 

German Govmt Bond Jtm93 _ 95.90 99.15 95.71 9610 77931 

Previous open mtaesi: 15390! Sep 93 _ 96.25 96-25 96.03 96.38 290 

Three month ECU *m93 _ 91.94 9194 *ijm 91.93 nib 

Previous open interns: 17342 Sep 93 - 92.82 92.84 9X77 92.83 561 

Euro Swiss Franc Jun93 - os.46 95 jo 95.40 95.48 6.150 

Previous open interest 342bS Sep 93 _ 95.88 95.88 95.82 95.87 1236 

Italian Govmt Bond Jon 93 - 9400 9430 93.75 94.32 18461 

Previous open interest: 53104 Sep 93 _ 94.00 94.00 94.00 94-13 14 


Exchange index compared with 1985 was up at 79.9 
(day’s range 79.9-80.0). 


•U) 

94 25 

94 JQ 

9433 

11142 

94 J6 

94J7 

9433 

94.37 

4917 

9429 

94.34 

94.29 

9433 

1492 

96.b9 

9b.70 

96.09 

96.70 

329 

(XU/ 

96.5J 

96.50 

96.53 

159 

9188 

92.88 

92.78 

9236 

40079 

93.77 

93 77 

93.b7 

93.75 

23335 




109-23 

0 




108-15 

0 

106-12 

106-25 

106-12 

106-19 

25129 




105-22 

0 

107.76 

107.85 

107.40 

107 85 

2380 




107.27 

0 

95.90 

9b. 15 

95.71 

96 10 

77931 

96.25 

96.25 

96.03 

9b.38 

290 

91.94 

91.94 

91.84 

91.93 

lllb 

92.82 

92.84 

9X77 

9283 

561 

0S.46 

95J0 

95.40 

95.48 

6350 

95.88 

95.88 

45.82 

95.87 

1230 

94 00 

9430 

93.75 

94.32 

18461 

94.00 

94h0 

94.00 

9433 

14 


Mki Rates for April 7 Range 

Amsterdam- 2.7427-2.7S24 


B rand t- 

ss&-- 

Frankfun- 

Lisbon_ 

Madrid- 


50.iJ-50.4S 
9J7LM.4M0 
0.9945-0.99S5 
2.4395-2.45)9 
226.78-227.62 
174.8 (-175.58 


Milan_ 2412.00-2422.40 


Montreal- 

New York- 

Oslo- 

Paris_ 

Stockholm- 

Tokyo- 

Vienna- 

Zurich- 

Source: Extei 


1.9061-1.9194 
1.5120-1.5215 
10.3980-10.4380 
8^580-3.2910 
11.5970-11.6320 
172.21-173.61 
17.12-/726 
2.2433-2.2592 


Close 

2.7488-2.7522 
505 7-50.4 8 
9.3880^.4110 
0.9950-0.9971 
2.4471-2.4504 
227.10-227.56 
175.07-1 75.36 
2417.60-2422.40 


1 momh 3 month 

Vids l-f ■«d« 
10-MdF 2S-54d* 
3 ! rS'ids )2-VI4Hds 

2 l-27ds 6S-75ds 
5 »- l ids l'e-l'ids 

2 14-2 S6ds 486-714ds 
1Il-136ds 3 bO-367d> 


17.60-2422.40 I2-J5ds 35-38ds 
1.9061-1.9082 0.18-0.ll7pr 027-0.13pr 
1.5120-12130 0.35-0J3pr 1.02-0.99pr 


10.4010-10.4250 
52630-S.2770 
1! 5970-11.6200 
172.21-172.41 


|V3d8 6'4-Sds 

’'j-vI'ihIs 7-Sds 

J‘>-4*rais lOVI2'jds 

‘**apr 1‘4-lpr 


I7.20-I725 2 J 4-4ds A 

:4S3-22514 'ipr-par . 'H«pr(r 
Premium ■ or. Discouiu • as 


CUk Pus 

Serio Apr Jnl Oct Apr Jol On 


Cofis Pin 
Series Jm Sep Decirat Scp Dec 


Alkl Lwn. SSn 
PSSW bOO 

•IS DA-57 

rtro'il 67 

tits-550 


12 31 JQ 
I 12 21 
9 14 15 
Z & If 
5 38 42 


6 35 42 
51 70 74 
1 5 5‘: 

4 8 f0‘= 

12 33 39 



l*5J7| irib.1 

1 

12 


S3 

t»7 

72 

LA 

Bonts-460 

in 

51 

42 

s 

23 

27 


Wb’ 1 !! SUO 

1 

li 

2b 

30 

4b 

49 


Br Airuuj-s Xi-0 

15 

J7 

54 

l'i 

12 

17 

ha 

r272':| 280 


17 

25 1 

12'.- 

21 

2b 

ste 

BP _ 280 

24 

Jl 

35 

1 

S'; 

13 

I’-Ubi JCin 

0‘: 

21 

^7 

4', 

17 


M 

33U 

1 

Q 1 

14 'a 

20 

5ft 

40 


Br Sled-— SO 

I': 

ft 1 ! 

a 

4 

"'ill's 


(*“'■ 1 90 

1 

iH 

fi 

14 ln*i 

IS 

1 

CfiW..- Tito 

21 

49 

hi 

5 

30 

38 


PTZO'.-l 750 

3 

25 

W 

)S 

50 

66 


CU_5 SO 

27 

.*-1 

S7 

I's 

1/ 

20 

To 

prjte'u hi** 

z 

2ft 

54 

Jo 

4i) 

53 


CVuruuki 5?0 

0*129', 

41 

b 

30 

3b 


1*556 :1 oOO 

1 

II 

21 

50 

b? 

h** 

wo 

GKN-420 

.'-i 

4** 

5b 

1 

n 

l« 


(*4Sm 4n0 

4 

roll 

ii 

15 

28 

38 


Gmd Mn 420 

4 

24 

32 

(2 

25 

Jl 

pri 

(■♦Ift 1 :) 4h0 

| 

10 

18 

52 

5* 

bl 

ber 

ici .- iisnii 1 ? 

*2 

74 

24 

hi 

82 


pmi'a 1 inu 

.X 

■Hi 

53 

62 

92 

115 

dai 

I2.HI 

1 

26 

57 

118 

120 

I54J 


Klngfehr SS4 

1 

3U 

42 

It) 

Jo 

44 


1*581) 632 

1 

13 

24 

52 

05 

73 

wh 

Ladbroke _ Ioi) 

s 

21 

77 

1 

II 

17 

We 

PIpTI 150 

1 

II 

18 

14 

23 

JO 

Land Sec_ St-fl 

35 

41 

48 

1 

IJ 

IS 

bet 

PS.15) 55*1 

2 

12 

21 

21 

48 

46 

Sat 

M £t S — 330 

n 


20 


14 

IV 

1*3301 3nO 

1 

9 

Id 

24 

33 

38 

pai 

Sautixity 460 

Q 

28 

4U 

6 

2b 

34 


INOJ'jl 500 

J 

15 

24 

41 

55 

57 


Shdl.„ 55U 

,«s 

SI 

nl 

»'i 

1 

15 

air 

rsstr) ram 

1 

22 

30 

IH 

26 

38 

do 

SmU Bdt, .-<*0 

28 

49 

59 

1 

Ih 

23 

(■41-1) 4X0 

7 

31 

45 

11 

30 

36 

l 

Storehw. ISO 

19 

25 

34 

1*> 


12 

is 1 

PI , J7 , ;I 209 

S'? 

18 

2.4 

5 

17 

22 


5 

9>, 

14 


b 

I 1 ! 

ber 

pTSi S3 

l'i 

6 ', 

4 

S 

12 

14 

“T1 

L'nikivr, 1100 

28 

na 

«l 

4 


J5 

|*l 12S| 1150 

S 

45 

0 ’ 

24 

51 

58 

wc 


25 

4ri 

51 

1 

(1 

lb 

E 

1*382* :l 390 

4 *2 

24 

34 

10 

23 

29 


Aim! 7.199) Tat 39857 Cal; 20953 
Put 18866 FT-fiECalLSJJbPra: 5535 
trad airing reunify prat 



the Goman first quarter 1993 


rket ien 
grina si 


statistics to end the day 


only marginally weaker. There was no sign of a pick up in 
trading interest ahead of the Easter break. Sugar, however, 
sustained more fosses as the lack of physical demand and 
perceptions that technical tightness in the raws contract 
encouraged fresh sales. 


LONDON FOX 

COCOA 

May- 68b-684 JuJ- 776-775 

hiri _ 698-607 Sep- 790-786 

Sep-711-710 Dee-814-808 

Dec_729-728 Mar_ 842-820 

Mar-740-748 

May- 763-762 Volume 1435 

ROBUSTA COFFEE (9 

May_884-882 Jan - B70-X68 

Jul_ 845-8+4 Mar_ 885 SLR 

Sep_IHS-840 Mjy___ unq 

Nov- 856-852 Volume 3974 

RAW SUGAR (FOB) 

CCtarnikow Dn._ 222.0-10.0 

Spec 244.7 Mat__ unq 

May — 255JV48 jO May_ 228.0-24.0 

Aug-260.0-58 0 Aug-unc 

Oct - 252JF 50.0 Vahune 27 

WHITE SUGAR (FOB) 

Ratter, Dec- 280.0-781) 

Spoc 291.0 Mir-281 5-79.0 

May — 291 .Q-nO.O May ._ . 284.5-60.0 

Aug ..— 294 0-92X Aug- 289,083.5 

Oa- 270.S-77S Volume 117+ 


MEAT & LIVESTOCK COMMISSION 
Average fcasuci prices at (cpracnmhc 
marteis on April 7 

(prise 1*4 Pfe Sheep CaUe 

GB: . 93.02 133^37 135 31 

I *H —. -M3 .0.03 .IJO 

Ens/Wafcs --93.02 135.61 135.33 

(•/-)-.1.43 .2.09 .153 


GNI LONDON 
GRAIN FUTURES 


May — 

WHEAT 

(doseUQ 

_ 143.95 

Jun_ 

_144.50 

Sep_ 

_108.40 

Nov _ 

... ..... 110.b5 

Jan 

_ 113.50 

Vafknne (46 

May _ 

BARLEY 

(doreUO 

. 130 04 

Sep. 

in* no 

N» 

109.65 

Mar 

May 

.....-- (12.25 

_ 113.65 


Volume 1 

HI-FRO SOYA 
fytaraEA) 

AM-... 1+4 .00 

Jun — 

Amo _ 

-138.50 

____139.50 

Oct- 

Dec 

-143.50 


Votame'S 

m 

M» _ 

POTATO 

Open Ckae 
_41.5 41.3 

Au*-91 J) 92.8 


1C1S-LOR (Loadoa 6.00pm): The oil market 
looked as if it was quietly beading far a long 
weekend. 

CRUDE 0115 (thamd FOB) 

Breni Physical- IS-65 n/c 

Brent 15 day (Apt)-- 18.80 *0.05 

Breni 15 day (Ma)}- 18-90 n/c 

W Taos Intermediate (May)-- 20J5 -0.05 

W Texas Intermediate (Jan)- 20-55 -0.05 

PRODUCTS (STMT) 

Spol CIF MW Europe (prompt deSeerjl 
Premium Gas .IS — Bid: 20b (n/d Offer 208 (n/q 

GasoO EEC_ 1821*3 183 (*3l 

Non EEC IH Apr _ 181 (-3 182 (*3 

Non EEC IH May „ 177 (n/c 178 (n/d 

JJjFridCKI- 76 (n/c 77 hi] 

Naphtha__ 17d#*l) 177 Hi 

I PE FUTURES 
GNI I* 

GASOIL 

Apr- 179.75-80.00 iul-I74.SO-74.75 

M x} _ 175.00-75J5 Aug- 176.00-76.25 

Jun- 174.00-74J5 Sep-I77.7S-78.00 

__ Vok 20824 

BRENT (6.00pm) 

May_18.88-1889 Aug-18.93-18.97 

Jun -J8.98-I8.99 Sep- 19 02 SLR 

Jul_18 92-18.94 VoL 22413 

UNLEADED GASOLINE 

Apr __ 202.0003.50 Jul- 202.00-12.50 

May_205.00-06.00 Aug-213.S0 SLR 

Jun_ 204.0008.00 Vofc4. 


j OTHER STERLING 

Argentina _peso*.. 1.5134-1.5160 

Australia dollar- 2.1476-2.1507 

Bahrain dinar--- 0.5675-0.5795 

Brazil auzeiro •-40628 8-40685.4 

Cyprus pound- 0.7245-0.7345 

Fi/tianti maria - 8.832-8.948 

Greece drachma __ 331.0-338.0 

Hong Kong dollar... 11.7256-11.7349 

India rupee- 47.20-48.16 

Kuwair dinar KD_0.454-U.464 

Malaysia ringgit-3.9138-3.9180 

Mexico peso-4.634.73 

New Zealand dollar...» 2.8302-2.S374 

Saudi Arabiariyal_ 5.542-5.768 

Singapore doflar- 2.4628-2.4660 

S Africa rand (On)-6.860-6.919 

S Africa rand (com)_ 4.8302-1.8365 

U A E dirham- 5.523-5.647 

Aurfifyw BankGTS • Uovds Bank 


MONEY RATES (%> 


Base Riacsr Clearing Banks 6 Finance Hse 6’ ; 


Prime Bank Bills (Dig: 
Sterffng Money Rates 
Interbank: 



Week flxnfc 


2 mth s*.: 

3 mth 5V. Sell: 2 mui 5*- 

: 3 min: S'i ■ 


1 Dill 

2 tath 

3 mth 

6 mth 

12 mth 


5V5-. 

5V5*„ 

5"--5-'- 




5-r-S'V 

S'rS'S* 

5'V-5 1- - 

s'vs 1 *- 

:6. 

5V5"ra 

P^S 1 '. 

5"*-5 n *. 

PWV 

S'. 

n/« 

5*. 

S'. 

r, 

5V3"» 

5*a-5*>„ 

S'S^S'. 

S'*--?. 

5 ,, ~r5', 

J07-3D4 

n/a 

3.1 l-JJB 

3X2-3.18 

3.46-3.43 

5"m-S"ii 

5^ vr*5 

5’r5' , » 

S-rS”. 

5V5 1 * 


Loral Authority Dtps 
ScerlisgCDs: 

Dollar CDs 
Bailding Sorieiy CDs: 


ECGD: Fixed Rate Sterling Export Finance. Make-up day. Mar 31. 1993 Agreed rates 
Apr 26.1993 to May 25. 1993 Scheme 1: 7X6 %. schema u a nr 7 J5 %. Reference rate 
Feb 27. 1993 10 M4r 31. 1993 Scheme IV a V: 6.028 %. 


100.0 99.5 
Volume *»4 


- S.0 

Scotland: —__n/a 

(W-I „ — _ n/a 

(*J-—-n/a 


I21JO 13522 
-11.15 *0.19 


RUBBER 
No I RSSCSf tp/H 
iy-60.S&61XIO 


BIFFEX 

GNI LM (SHYpO 

Apr93 High: 1430 Lora: 1420 Ckoe: 1427 
May 93 1410 1405 1410 

Jun 93 unq uoq 1340 

Jid 93 1250 1240 1250 

Vnh 80 loro. Open inf* 3046 Index 1476-1 


(OOiete (Votame prer day) LONDON METAL EXCHANGE Radatr WMB 



LONDON MEAT FUTURES 
Inr PitOftd 

Ope" Ckw Open Owe 

May . 112.0 112X1 Jul 104 5 104 J 
Jun - IW.O I09.n volume 40 


Copper Cde A E/tonrw) _—i 

LtaagJ aand ---- 

Zinc Spec Hi Gdc Stand - 

Tm ES/tonne) -—-- 

Ahunimum Hi Gde(vtonnd 
Ntekd (S/wineC-—-- 


El33!JM33li 3a 
276 00-276.25 
991.00-991 SO 
559O0-5S95J) 

1105.0-11044) 
6005.0-6010.0 


13553*1356J} VoL 2125475 
284.75-28535 S8I50 

10100-10103 188500 

5655.U-5b60.D 15115 

1125.5-1126.0 882875 

6080.0*0150 32196 


GOLD. AND.PRECIOUS HflETALS (Baird & Co) 


Boffion: Open S336.70-337.l0 CRhc *336.10-336 MS Hi^t S33705-338J5 
Lons 333600-33030 KragermL SAMXD-U7.00 i£22I0O-22*jOOI 
Sowieigiite Old $79.504230 (LSI30-5330) Nrra 379306230 (L5I-50-533W 
Pbdmum #359JS IL256.651 SSvtr. S30O (LX. 515) PaBatBuntt Sl 10*5 (£72.90) 


J >rfijf\ tj 9 I > 
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$ THE TIMES THURSDAY APRII. a i 003 


EQUITY PRICES 31 



.1W3 

High Low Company 


•A <fev a P/E 


"ss's* *■; 

SS?**" s 

« NCH9S4 U 

KB MLwumi IWi | 3j 
19 Ferafasona ZM 
0 nanhnitiKr s 

*“ Mg> WKMM ISO 

» 80 rnjwrtng 4i t 

* ft 

W3 555 KMC Go 60) 

1)7 91 Raise tad 42 

36 3) n 

<99 «a Bcdtand 41S 

15 M (aw 72 

3M xa KmdvGnw its r 

* *5 SnflO-ta* « 

rt fflHHIMtt tt 

m IU SzQtldlsK IS) 1 
a a shHUtiDdpA 98 
® « ffiora* b 

■38 20S Swam 205 
ft ftSttxafc ft 

ufl 1£0 Tknnae ua 

'2! w la 1 *®»» m» 

*2 .2 T gerwecdiw « 

S3 <33 msurr Down 
24 » TWH felt* 3 

150 lit TaARdte its 

S 2 

S S 

* S naHnot S3 

«5 360 WKBaii MS 

M g vtsau 13 

121 90 WaOraif iu 

12 ftlKSJetfbtf* 9 

3M 371 W1§o?Bo«Tta 3 bT 
17* l« Wmoti(Q M3 

157 10 7 WTmoevG K3 f 

41 S YUM 41 


Losses trimmed at close 

ACCOUNT DAYS: Dealings began March 29. Dealings end April 16. SContango day April 19. Settlement day April 26. 
3 Forward baipuns are penmttafon two previous business o?ys. Prices iwaided are at mans! dose. Changes are calculated 
an the previous day's dose, but adjustments are made when a sodc is ex-dividend. Changes, yields and price/eamings ratios 
are based on middle prices. 
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*'i lii 'sli 1"‘ 
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*9 M 11 - 
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BUSINESS SERVICES 



«J ADT 580 

iB *am a Hire? zu 
SO Air tauten* 81 
37 AttCta Uta <7 
125 AMO See ISA 
84 BBT OOi E 

41 BXB Ba TO t 

kb am mi 

250 Hnhonrladn 250 
15 KmWrt n 
1*4 tt* OWM0 20) 
It BRMdCMfe* M 
55 BnMta Etrsto 5S 
(A CRT Op 40 

4» Capka Gronp 472 
31 tariei Pfc SB 
40 ITHtwn f^T#Hl n 
as rrw^ 33 

228 Cferflb Sec 366 
18 florae* 31 

fiVOxp Serrica 145 


- 5 119 U 33 

. sx mo 

... 20 «... 

... SJ 43 — 

- 1 ... 99 04 

- 1 U U • 

... HO IS - 
-5 72 UIU 

... 03 53 - 

- 5 ... 24 17-4 

II! "iiIII 175 

-2 24 33 103 

-II S3 IJ ■ 

- V 03 19 143 


. 13 294 


a zv her* 

II Gardiner 

2D Qmtmrpq 


Not West I BaiAsJSsc 


BrPotyibene I Industrial 


GWR Gp 


Headtam 


Body Shop 


Telegraph 


Deha 


Minorca 


Leisure 


ShocsXth 


Drapeiy.Sns 


NeaapaptPob 


Electrical 


Minin g 


0 Timex Newspapers Ltd. Total 


Please ate into account any minus agns 


£1.000 MATCH THE SHARES 


If you hare licked off yuar eighth dure 
moor Mafe&Tbe Shares game today, 

daim mar prize by telephoning 0254 

S327Z between 10.00am and »0pm 
(seethe Sondi&Tones for faB details) 


AUp ft 

173 Mae Gp 214 
893 Manpower 1026 
41 Mkownee « 
217 Fenaa* ZZ3 
2 rrtae People* r, 
85 FnrodlMi Alee 118 
385 RCO 05 

id tn m 

43 Keen Eaaahe S 
122 Reliance Sec* 122 
3* HeMotD 214 1 

20 Roife A Mo 277 
343 Salma n 353 
S Seoo nridbrt* 30 
104 Scamemt 171 
5 Sdea App* A 
H5 SBC0G9 951 
352 Stand Crop* 311 

327 WBaerBo-ld 33SI 
38 WriMC 38 

14 wm* Cp 23 


... u u u 

♦ 2 ... 43 - 
-I U it • 
... 09 53 - 

"i "is is zu 

... A3 45 m 
. 33 

- I ... 33 - 

-125 ... 09 16« 

- 3 ... 30 147 

... 25.7 39 - 

!!! *23 "li *179 

*u "is 

. 09 692 

. J45 23 *2*5 
... 123 44 135 
... 49 44... 

*44 123 
-3 23 13 - 

... A2 U I8A 

• 3 79 25 145 

- 1 ... 13 83 

*4 44 49 41 

I" Vao "14 

-20 ... 29 - 
-MUM JL7 
-3 ... 13 1X9 

... 04 29... 
. 05 315 


1993 Pace Ka vu 

High LtaComptiy *)■ dw % P/E 

2B KDItde 172 r ... as 49 204 

4A M un-San* 53 .. 

3(6 122 L8MS* 28) -« . 

300 24 LRBdllt 2(8 ... 80 43 ... ! 

139 MS lift&TOCS MS ... JJ 30 04 

211 <M 190a 2081 ... 34 U 245 

54 49 ITA tod* 45 . 41 1X7 

zu IB MKrunMUmii in ... 43 29 173 

Vfi sn Mian4 US *4 ... 2X225 

tor. 527 WMn 575 . 24 189 

3013 2083 MkroRwa 21« *1 ... ... 148 

W 1» Mkit«efl - SH - 3 72 44 139 

3ft M MkJUfttee* 3ft - •>. 
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Two winners equally shared yester¬ 
day's Portfolio Plus prize of E2.000. 
They are Mr P Monahan of 
Shrewsbury and Miss E Freeman of 
Cambridge. 
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Detecting 
fraud can 
be costly 

By Graham Searjeant 


AUD1TORS should not have 
a duly imposed on them to 
detect company fraud be¬ 
cause the duty would be 
unreasonably expensive to 
discharge, the Chartered As¬ 
sociation of Certified Accoun¬ 
tants (ACCA) argues in its 
response to the APB’s 
McFarlane report on the 
future of auditing. 

The wider scope of audits 
envisaged by the APB should 
result in more frauds being 
discovered as a by-product of 
the audit, ACCA argues. Im¬ 
posing a direct responsibility 
for detecting fraud would, 
however, force auditors to ap¬ 
proach their work with differ¬ 
ent priorities and raise costs. 

ACCA says: "Clients do not 
at present appear to be will¬ 
ing to bear the increased costs 
which could result from an 
extension of auditors' respon¬ 
sibilities in the fraud detec¬ 
tion area, despite the 
increased comfort which 
might be expected as a re¬ 
sult”. ACCA also insists that 
changes should apply to all 
companies, not just big ones. 


New guidelines vital 
for pension trustees 


THE Inland Revenue, thro¬ 
ugh its pension schemes office, 
regulates pension schemes, 
focusing an compliance with 
tax regulations. The Occupa¬ 
tional Pensions Board has the 
limited role of overseeing corv- 
tracting-out arrangements 
and preservation 

requirements. 

Despite this, the standards 
of stewardship of funds' assets 
is not effectively regulated. 
Although the level of external 
interference in the affairs of 
individual schemes should be 
kept to a minimum, some 
additional regulation is desir¬ 
able. Measures on the roles 
and responsibilities of the 
trustees of pension funds 
would be the most helpful 
product of the Goode commit¬ 
tee, set up by the government 
to review pension fund law in 
the wake of Robert Maxwell's 
frauds. 

Central to all of them is the 
setting up of a. new authority 
responsible for ensuring the 
sound management of pen- 


By David Bishop 

sion schemes, ft could derive 
its membership from the exist¬ 
ing regulatory bodies but, 
crucially, would have addi¬ 
tional responsibilities. 

The new authority would 
have to approve the standard 
of training required by trust¬ 
ees. and thereby license trust¬ 
ees as possessing the 
knowledge necessary to dis¬ 
charge their duties. In short, it 
would ensure that trustees 
were both tit and proper. 

Trustees are not required to 
attend a formal training pro¬ 
gramme and there is no 
mechanism whereby certain 
people can be disqualified 
from being trustees. This sure¬ 
ly cannot be right The proper 
stewardship of pension funds 
rests with the trustees. The 
members of the funds have a 
right to expect their trustees to 
know what their responsibil¬ 
ities are. and how to discharge 
them. If the trustees are not fir 
to carry out the tasks required 
of them, the power to remove 
them should exist These mea¬ 


sures would result in an addi¬ 
tional benefit For the Bret 
time, the duties of trustees 
could be codified, thus bring¬ 
ing to an end the present 
uncertainties, as to who is 
responsible for doing what 
Moreover, there is no doubt 
that the accountability of trust¬ 
ees to fond members should 
be improved. 

Therefore, the requirement 
to produce an annual report 
for fond members should be 
folly enforced and property 
policed by the new pensions 
authority, with effective penal¬ 
ties at rts disposal. The report 
should contain information 
on the calling of a general 
meeting of all members, with 
details of the minimum num¬ 
ber of signatories needed for 
one to be held. 

However, it is not enough 
simply to impose more and 
more demands upon trustees. 
They must be given greater 
guidance in the form of new 
rules to enable them to dis¬ 
charge their duties and re- 




Time for action: David Bishop wants trustees’ role spelt out 


sporisibilities. For example, all 
trustees should be given ade¬ 
quate notice of trustees meet¬ 
ings, which should he held at 
regular intervals, at least half 
yearly. They should be provid¬ 
ed with adequate information 
on the scheme's transactions 
and its assets and liabilities 
and a minimum quorum 
should be required for all their 
meetings, which should in¬ 


clude some member repre¬ 
sentation. Such measures 
might not have prevented 
Robert Maxwell's fraud, but to 
attempt that by law would 
damage present and future 
pensioners, rather than aid 
goal management. 

The author is president of the 
Chartered Association of Cer¬ 
tified Accountants 


What defrauded client is going to 
spend £300,000 to recover £50,000? 

r . . ___i u.. ,ko 


From MrR. Valentine 
Sir. As the solicitors who acted 
for die innocent client, may we 
be permitted to comment on 
the most timely letter from the 
chairman of the insntute s 
insurance requirements com¬ 
mittee (Insurers' novel argu¬ 
ments do not constitute 
precedent, March 25) regard¬ 
ing the implications of the 
position taken by rhe Profes¬ 
sional Indemnity Insurers in a 
recent fraud case? 

] Mr Woolf is right in saying 
that there is no decision of the 
English courts directly on the 
arguments raised by insurers. 
However, there is a recent, 
persuasive decision of the ulti¬ 
mate Court of Appeal in Aus¬ 
tralia. which confirmed that in 
almost identical circum¬ 
stances. insurers were entitled 
to succeed on this very point 
2 Until these arguments have 
been held to be wrong by the 
English courts (and it may 
well require the House of 
Lords to do so) what client or 
individual innocent partner is 
going to be able to afford the 
costs of any such litigation? In 
the case that has just settled, 
the insurers (against whom 
third party proceedings had 


been commenced by the inno¬ 
cent partners) claimed that 
their coses were in excess of 
£ 100.000 and had the argu¬ 
ments eventually gone in Fa¬ 
vour of insurers, bur dient 
faced total costs of between 
£ 200.000 and £300.000 on a 
daim worth roughly half that 
amount. 

3 Since under the institute's 
investment business compen¬ 
sation scheme, claimants are 
required to exhaust their rem¬ 
edies. ie. against the innocent 
partners as a condition 
precedent to any daim on the 
scheme, what defrauded diem 
is going to risk costs of 
£ 300.000 in order to recover 
£50.000 under the scheme? 

4 Until this novel point is de¬ 
rided against insurers, in prac¬ 
tical terms, every innocent part¬ 
ner and thus the public at large 
who claim through them, is un¬ 
insured for the consequences of 
theft or other dishonesty except 
in the most narrow and unlike¬ 
ly circumstances. 

Yours faithfully. 

RICHARD VALENTINE, 
Pitmans, 

47. Casde Street, 

Reading. 

Berkshire. 
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Computer Audit Supervisor 

Recently Qualified ACA - 
Develop a career in computer audit 

Circa £21 -24,000 Chatham , Kent 


Black Horse Financial Sen, ices Group 
with over £1 billion underinvestment, is 
one of the fastest growing life and 
pensions groups in die counrry. Our 
continued growth ..and our plans for 
expansion, have given rise to the need 
for a Computer Audit Supervisor. 

This is a new position and reports 10 
the Computer Audit Manager. The 
Computer Audit Supervisor will assist in 
the review of computerised information 
systems to ensure that existing computer 
systems are adequately maintained 
and controlled and new systems are 
developed and implemented with 
minimal risk to the Group. 

Applicants must be 'big 6' graduate 
AC’A’s. prelerably with a computing 
related degree together with knowledge 
of computer audit theory. 

Ideally they will have some experience 
of main Hume computer operations and 


security matters and will have exposure 
to the financial services sector. 

This opportunity offers substantial 
training in computer audit and will 
appeal to those who enjoy.cbalietiges 
and a high degree oF autonomy. It is a 
genuinely high profile role requiring 
applicants who can market both 
themselves and their department 
within the Group and exploit the many 
opportunities for career development. 

For further details and to arrange ail 
interview, please contact 
Adrian Simpson ACA, on 071 936 2601 
or write to him at Barclay Simpson, 
Hamilton House, 1 Temple Avenue, 
Victoria Embankment, London 
EC4Y OH.A 


Black Horse 
Financial Services 




ISLE OF MAN GOVERNMENT 
FINANCIAL SUPERVISION COMMISSION 
SUPERVISOR - FINANCIAL SERVICES 


As one of the world's leading international offshore centres, the Isle of Man is at the forefront of 
effective regulation of financial services provided in an offshore location. 

Regulation is carried out by the Financial Supervision Commission, which is responsible for the licensing, 
regulation and supervision of banks and biilding societies, collective investment schemes and 
investment businesses. 

As part of its continuing development, the Commission is establishing a Financial Services Department 
and wishes to appoint someone of appropriate background and experience to lead it. 

For this demanding and high profile role, the Commission is looking for someone of maturity with a 
proven track record in the financial services industry, who is able to manage and lead a team, and to 
deal and communicate effectively and confidently at local and international level. 

The successful candidate wit be directly accountable to the Commission’s Chief Executive, and wffl be 
responsible for the development and maintenance of an effective system for the regulation and 
supervision of coBective investment schemes and investment businesses and for the creation of a 
system of regulation of trustees and corporate administrators. 

An attractive and competitive remuneration package will reflect the importance of this key position in 
financial regulation. Interested canefidates should write in confidence, prior to 16 April 1993, enclosing 
a full CV, to:- 

Chief Executive 

Financial Supervision Commission 
P O Box 58, 1-4 Goldie Terrace 
Upper Church Street 
Douglas, Isle of Man 


Business Management Consultants 

Optima Consulting, a rapidly growing management consultancy, offers the following oppor tun ities lo bright 
individuals who combine relevant experience with maturity and business nndmfandrng . Op tima, a wholly 
owned subsidiary of Marhz Limited, needs lo expand its team provi di ng a business management service to 
clients with franchised distribution. As a member of the small business consulting team you win regularly be 
liaising with senior executives ofboth Large and small businesses, developing profit impro v ement action plans, 
advising on investment viability or conducting market studies. 

In your mid 20's to early thirties, you will be a highly motivated self starter who can work in a team 
environment You will be able to demonstrate the effective use of your technical and presentation slriHi - both 
verbal and written - typically in a consulting or advisory rale. Specifically we are looking fan 
"Automotive Business Co n su lta n t s 

Candidates must possess an accounting qualification or an MBA from a i«tdmg business school Automot ive 
experience and a foreign language would be preferred. 

* Representation Planning Consultants 

You must possess a good honours degree preferably in geography or ee ntunmc*. Experience of location 
assessment, new facility planning or on territory market.surveying wonU.be a.considerable advantage. 

Both positions are based in London and will- involve considerable travelling throughout the UK. 

An attractive remuneration package is on offer with private health insurance and a company car. 

-—-w'"—-> Lf you wish to work in a challenging and stimulating 

^ jT _ environment with a value driven work approach 

^ then send, or fax, your full CV with details of 

rr current salary to Lindsey Dando, Optima 

V/ P L 1 m d k/0nsuiung Consulting, Malrol House, 293 Regent Street, 

London W1R 7PD (Fax: 071 580 7830). 


INSOLVENCY SPECIALISTS 
NATIONWIDE VACANCIES 

Dina Kidd m n^r n inm to ihr Guttered Accountancy 

praCutiofL We mc tuueuU ) a «nwlw of high quality career 

□ppxtnuides from admiainretar to pinner level throughout the UK. 
For iiU mi ram relevant experience in the Corporate 

Recovery or Imofaeocy Deportment at a Chartered Accountancy firm 
i* ranM 

BUCKS RHiiVEKSHIP/WVESTlGATIONS 

AM CXBWNO 

CROYDON INSOLVENCY MANAGER OWM + CAR 

CROYDON INSOLVENCY ADWNISTSATOR £14-10000 

EAST ANGLIA CORPORATE RECOVERY SENIOR 

MANAGER 005*000 + CAR 

HERTS KECETVTRSHIP/WVESTTGATIDNS 

MANAGER TO OiflOO + CAR 

LEEDS INSOLVENCY ADWNKTRATOR £IY-l&0Oe 

UVEXPOOL RECEIVERSHIP JUNIOR MANAGER GCB0QO + CAK 

LONDON CORPORATE RECONSTRUCTION 

SENIOR MANAGER TO £60000 »CAK 

LONDON CORPORATE RECOVERY PARTNER CflOftOOB 


UVHtFOOL 

LONDON 


CXRUNO 

C£4O0OO*CAR 

£14-11000 

C0SfaOOO + CAR 

05000 + CAR 
£15-1*000 


LONDON _ _ 

LONDON EPA MANAGER TOlSfiOO 

LONDON ' EPA ADMINEtTltATOR , £14-14000 ' 1 

LONDON 4 . INSOLVENCY CASHIER £14-11000 

LONDON . - INSOLVENCY ASSISTANT 

- - MANAGER £3-12000 

LONDON EXPERIENCED INSOLVENCY 

_ ADMINISTRATOR £18-24000 

MANCHESTER BANXRUFTCY/IVA SPECIALIST £14-17,000 

READING . CORPORATE RECOVERY MANAGER CCB0OO t CAR 
READING LIQUIDATIONS SUPERVEOR TO £240001 CAR 

SOUTHAMPTON INSOLVENCY SUPERVISOR 022000 

For fa rt her hri o n narin n an there o r other vacancies please contact! 
JEFF DAVIES nr CHKISTOHIini KIPP in strict naifidntre on C71 
3S3 4212 (M or 081 979 8140/081 691 1648 (evening A weekends). 
Alternatively Fax your CV to 071 293 0612 or send it to DAVIES 
KIDD, H amil ton Home, I Temple Avenue, Victoria Embankment, 
London EC4Y 0HA. 

DAVIES £► KIDD 


DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF FINANCE 

This is a key appointment in one of the country's leading 
universities with plans for development which make ii one of the 
most exciting environments in which to work. 

The Finance Department is being restructured and strengthened to 
ensure that it fulfils its essential role in servicing the needs of the 
University. The jppointce will work closely with ihc Director in 
ensuring tlui this is achieved 

Applicants should be qualified accountants with experience of 
managing the main elements of the finance function. Good 
management, communication and computer skills are essential. 
The salary' will be up to c. L37k depending on the experience and 
abilities of the successful applicant. 

Further particulars from Director of Personnel Services, The 
University of Sheffield, PO Box 594, Firth Court, Western Bank. 
Sheffield S10 2UH. lei: 07+2 82+1 ++. Applications, including a 
full CV and the names and addresses of three referees, should 
be submitted by 26 April 1993 marked 
“FOR THE PERSONAL ATTENTION OF DR JOHN 
PAD LEY, REG ISTRAR & SECRETARY". Ref: B2126. mCO 

An Equal Opportunity Employer l#|JTj 


UCL Hospitals 

(Incorporating University Cottage and the 
Middlesex Teaching Hospitals) 

DEPUTY FINANCE DIRECTOR 

C£40K plus performance pay 

Have you the enthusiasm and ability to help shape the merger of the two 
famous London Teaching Hospitals and associated hospitals providing 
service worth over £130 mfflon. if so, we want to hear from you. 

We are a fourth wave applicant for Trust Status, and will be monitored by 

the RHA in the coming financial year. Our shadow Trust BoanJ is already 
in place. 

You must be a professionally quaffied accountant able to manage 
change, motivate and develop staff and achieve financial timetables. 

For an informal discussion about this new post contact Peter 
Burroughs, Finance Director on 071-380 9608. 

Job descriptions and application forms are available from the 
quote ref: GA/09. 

Closing data tar applications; Friday 16th April 1993. 

An employer committed to equal opportunities 
we acflveJy discourage smoking at work 


ASST HEAD OFFICE 
ACCOUNTANT 
CENTRAL £26,000 + Benefits 

This major company has need to recruit ■ pro active 
Accountant with good Financial & Mnagenoit Accounting 
skilb to deal with divisional reports. 

The post farther carries responsibility for costs, « asset 

mining/ mt'in and budgets. 

It is anticipated that the person chosen would be a qualified 
Accountant with experience of staff iwn mmm ii 

Please send CV. toe 
FOX VALENTINE LTD, 

25 BedSonf Sow, 

London WClfi 4HE_QretiaK Set B074(T) 


GRADUATE TRAINEES 

TRAIN IN TAX OR INSOLVENCY 
£10-16,000 + STUDY NATIONWIDE 

We sc currently naufeng on beh al f of a variety of Chartered 
Accountancy firms tb un^buui die UK far reesn grad u ates able to 
drmo ss arai e a specific areata In ponaans a career in tax or naohency. 

Stria entry r cquirarucnis include a marina pn of 24 UCCA points 
(the equjvripn of 3 B pada as *A‘ Level) toggle* with a minimum 2.1 
degree, preferably p i ne d at Lane, Mads. Science or BumesMtfaied 

ifini|fih41 

You wil need to be enksfale. prefesneoafiy presented and wefl 
iciratial into your chosen career. 

Fast data milling p ro u nnimHi mdode fan paid study fcave 
towards foe rei r vaut prafeasconl tprefifirarinm (ACA, ATII or IPax 
together vridiitgrtar atones and seminao. Vacancies exist lo London. 
DumimUiu , Metal, Cambridge, Leeds, L ei c es t er , Manchester. 
Nottingham and Home tVwiiiw 

InlMvad Who the above ■»»■«■»»«■» should 

contact DAVIES KIDD ot> 071 353 4ZL2 or write to them at Davies 
Kidd. Hamaun House, I Temple A-voare. London BC4Y QAH 
enclosing a fill CV. Fax 071 353 0612. 


ACCOUNTANT to £35,000 

GERMANY BASED 

OwclienLalowiinsUJC Electronic Group seek ■ young 
qualified Accountant to control German 
subsidiary. 

Spending j-2 year* in Frankfurt will guarantee 
un parallelled career path. 

Dtve iac ru l e in cludes all aspects of financial managemoit 
with commercial input into financial pl anning & nntauc 
development. FLUENT GERMAN ESSENTIAL^ 

JlmtpfawinMUK, RmmagtOJI)iil 29S. 


ALL BOX NO 
REPLIES SHOULD 
BE SENT TO: 

BOX NO— 

_BOX NO. DEPT 

TIMES NEWSPAPERS 
PO.BOX4U 
VIRGINIA STBEET 
. WAITING. 
LONDON El 9DO 


P oo M o c t y er/Ag atnnum with 
CA pukure requ ire d by dip wnai 
m WOn Sod, Leadna. to —-marr 
varins vcadVi ■»«««"■«« ttn* 
and form e Bright and nbfiuooi 
dne fro m d ianeim . and produce 
report * far owners. Stopping and 
r wiipre cT ea p erieu u e axatalinaJ 
•owe roaster, tetra, erect but wW 
office. 

Resale boors pooihfc. Salary 


CV to Box No ISM 
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TELEPHONE: 

071-481 4000 


The Times Classified 
columns are read by well over 
a million of the most affluent 
people In the country. The 
following categories appear 
regularly and are generally 
accompanied by relevant 
editorial articles. Use the 
coupon (right), and find oat 
how easy, fast and 
economical it is fo advertise 
in The Times Classified. 

THE WORLD FAMOUS 
PERSONAL COLUMN, 
INCLUDING RENTALS, 
APPEARS EVERY DAY. 


MONDAY 

Education: University 
Appointments. Prep & Public 
School Appointments. 
Educational Courses. 
Scholarships and Fellowships 
with editorial. 

Ire Crime de fat Creme: 
Secretarial Appointments. 

TUESDAY 

Legal Appointments: 

Solid tors. Commercial 
Lawyers. Legal Officers. 
Private & Public Practice 
with editorial. 

Business to Breinns Easiness 

Opportunities. 


WEDNESDAY 

La Crime de la Creme: Secretarial Appointments 
Property: Residential. Town & Country, 

Overseas, Rentals. 

Commercial Property: with editorial. 

Media, Sales & Marketing. 

THURSDAY 

Ceaera] Appointments: Management. Engineering. 
Science & Technology, with editorial 
Accountancy & Finance. 

La Creme de la Crime: 

Secretarial Appointments. 

Public MaaagemeaL 


SATURDAY 

WEEKEND TIMES 
S bo pat-mud: shopping from the 


FRIDAY 


International Appointments; 

Overseas Opportunities. 

Motors: The complete car buyer's guide 
with editorial. 


comfort of y oar ownhomc. 

Saturday Rendezvous: The 
place to expand your social 
circle. 

Property: Residential, Town & 
Country, Overseas, Rentals. 

Gardening 

Saleroom: Arts and Antiques 
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ACCOUNTANCY 


Chancellor puts North Sea’s 
tax-break drillers on the spot 


Bv Graham Searjeant 
THERE can be few businesses 

as dominated by finance and 
tax as the on and gas business 
The romantic world of wild¬ 
catters, rigmen and larger 
than life firefighters is at heart 
tightly controlled and largely 
driven by accountants, trea¬ 
surers and tax specialists. 

No wonder the North Sea 
oil and gas industry is up in 
arms over the Chancellor's 
drastic Budget simplification 
of petroleum revenue tax 
(PRly Calculations that Jay 
behind exploration and dev¬ 
elopment plans, farming or 
participation agreements and 
asser balancing will be re¬ 
duced to irrelevance, once 
transitional provisions are 
worked through. The main 
raison d'etre of many small od 
companies has been as tax 
shelters. The market in North 
Sea producing assets, which 
thrived on attempts to match 
interests in wells yielding tax¬ 
able profits minutely with 
interests in exploration attract¬ 
ing tax allowances, may virtu¬ 
ally disappear. 

The hectic spot oil trading 
market, seen as a tax shelter 
for production profits, may 
prove far more fragile and ar¬ 
tificial than its promoters as¬ 
sumed. Re-runs of computer 
programs may quickly bring 
Scotland's on-shore and off¬ 
shore service industry for 
North Sea development to its 
knees. To make matters worse 
for the tax-break drillers, it 
could all have been a waste of 
time. Norman Lamont hopes 
to raise GOO million extra in 

1994- 5 and E400 milli on in 

1995- 6. Wood Mackenzie, the 
Edinburgh oil share specialist, 
has run the tax changes 
through its own computer 
model and concluded that the 
changes may bring the Chan¬ 
cellor only £115 million in the 
three years that started on 
Tuesday. 

That does not necessarily 
mean the exchequer will be 
starved- Wood Mackenzie as¬ 
sumes an average oil price of 
$19 per barrel against the 
Treasury's $18. On that basis, 
the Chancellor would have 
raised much of the increased 
revenue without changing the 
tax regime, especially u he had 
not cut the main PRT rale. 

The other variable, more 
crucial to the real world, is the 
level of exploration and ap¬ 
praisal work in the North Sea. 
The faster and further that 
falls, the more the Chancellor 
earns in tax over the transi¬ 
tional period when deductions 
are stfll allowed from PRT. 

Once that phase is over, the 
government will be hoping for 
the maximum possible non- 
deductible spending, since 
corporation tax and even long¬ 
er term PRT receipt will 
suffer if production is not 
replaced by new fields and 
extensions. 

If North Sea activity is as 
hard driven by the finance 
department's computers in the 
future as it appears to have 
been in the past, it could 
quickly dwindle to a trickle. 
Most firms in the industry 
suggest this will happen and 
damn the tax changes. 







Amerada Hess, die American 
company involved with many 
exploration ventures, dubbed 
Mr Lamont as the “driller 
killer of the North Sea. 
Amerada is one of the biggest 
losers from the change, on 
Wood Mackenzie’s projec¬ 
tions, and most of the com¬ 
panies will see their cash flow 
suffer. Since the Chancellor 
was actually paying money out 
under the old tax regime, it is 
hardly surprising that its pass¬ 
ing will be mourned. 

By contrast. British Petro¬ 
leum could gain more than 
E100 million a year in cash 
flow and see the value of its 
Forties field, in particular, rise 
strongly. BP has notably disso¬ 
ciated itself from the industry’s 
melodramatic attacks on the 
Chancellor. So for. Shell. Ex¬ 
xon and British Gas, which 
might see neutral or mixed 
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effects from the changes, have 
kept a tellingly low profile in 
the post-Budget debate. There 
must surely be some impact. 
For a company exploiting tire 
maximum tax advantages, the 
net cost of a pound spent in 
exploring in the North Sea 
was only 16.75p. 

When the cost can be offset 
only against corporation tax. 
this will rise to 66p. The old 
system, set up ten years ago, 
dramatically cut the financial 
risk of exploration and visibly 
raised activity after a previous 
decline and when cm prices 
were not favourable. 

Aside from cutting the risk 
of exploration per se. the old 
tax regime gave companies 
already producing in the UK 
North Sea the most powerful 
incentive to reinvest profits on 
tire UK continental shelf, rath¬ 
er than in Norwegian waters. 
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the Gulf of Mexico or tire 
many new or potentially excit¬ 
ing oil provinces. 

As me oil specialists of 
Meinwoit Benson Research 
pat it: “What has changed is 
that with the UK continental 
shelf now on a level par with 
other areas, companies will 
naturally become for more 
selective, when deciding 
where to apportion their ex¬ 
ploration dollars. Essentially, 
the UKCS has gone from 
being a low cost/high reward 
area to a high oost/high 
reward province." 

This is not obviously bad 
economics. The North Sea's 
contribution to the balance of 
payments has been welcome 
over the past few years and it 
made sense to encourage dew 
elopment of satellite fields, 
extensions and small wells 
feeding into existing pipelines 


that might otherwise never 
have been developed. 

For aQ that, tax subsidies of 
El .4 billion a year for explora¬ 
tion must distort the proper 
use of resources, even if PRT 
itself was a distortion. Twenty 
thousand miners losing their 
jobs, mainly to the product of 
recently developed gas Adds, 
might legitimately feel ag¬ 
grieved that efforts to put them 
out of work received a govern¬ 
ment subsidy worth 83p in the 
pound. 

Exploration in the- North 
Sea will not cease. Apart from 
commitments already made. 
Klein won Benson Research 
says that there are few hot 
exploration zones round the 
world without extremely high 
entry costs, and that areas 
such as Morecambe Bay and 
the North Sea’s Southern gas 
basin remain attractive with¬ 
out tax subsidies. 

Even so. Wood Mackenzie 
predicts that drillmg activity, 
instead of rising from 110 
wells in 1993 to perhaps 150 a 
year in 1994-5. could easily 
fall below 100. 

Exploration is, however, not 
the only source of investment 
and is for from being the only 
source of income to Britain's 
oil service business. Nor does 
the impact of tax changes act 
in only one direction on invest¬ 
ment decisions. 

This week. Shell and Esso 
were given the go-ahead to 
spend £1.3 billion to extend, 
by at least ten years, the life of 
their jointly owned Brent field. 
The field was once the biggest 
producer in the North Sea but 
has been in decline and was 
due to stop producing in 
1998. By allowing more of the 
reserves in Brent to be extract¬ 
ed, the project will add the 
equivalent of a small ofl dis¬ 
covery and a medium-sized 
gas field to North Sea 
production. 

This development has been 
in the planning stage for three 
years and the decision to go 
ahead had nothing to do with 
the Budget changes. Had it 
been more , marginal, the cut 
in PRT on big mature fields 
such as Brent might have been 
crucial and the investment 
might have been tax-driven 
since the cut in maximum 
PRT rates from 75 to 50 per 
cent greatly adds to its poten¬ 
tial returns. . 

The fear is that the changes 
to the tax regime are too 
drastic. On one side, explora¬ 
tion could shrink so for that 
long-term output will fall 
away. On the other side, the 
abolition of PRT on new fields 
would deprive the public of 
any rent form the exploitation 
of any big new discoveries of 
“national" resources, which 
would eventually be politically 
unacceptable. So there is a 
high risk that the tax regime 
will change again in a few 
years’ time. 

If there is one thing the tax 
experts, accountants and trea¬ 
surers of the oil industry hate 
more than the lack of tax 
breaks, it is the prospect that 
all tbeir careful plans will 
again be ruined by a few 
casual sentences in a future 
Chancellor's November Bud¬ 
get speech. 


Institutes taxed by war of words over exams 


THE war of words between 
the Institute of Tavanon and 
the tax faculty of the ICAEW 
has intensified, to the embar¬ 
rassment of both organ- 
Srions. which have many 

members in common (Gra- 
ham Searjeant wines). 

Relations started detertorai- 

ine last summer whenthe foo- 
ultv founded early m 1-91. 
nroiosed starting entry exarm- 
narions of its own. That exert- 
ed the 60 -year-old institutes 
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Wyman, the faculty's chair¬ 
man, admitted that relations 
were strained and appeared to 
accuse IoT members who are 
also members of the ICAEW 
of organising opposition to the 
exam plans during the facul¬ 
ty's consultation process. 

Jennifer Ainsworth presi¬ 
dent of the IoT quickly 
launched her own broadside, 
denying that the IoT had 
anything to do with subver¬ 
sion in ICAEW district societ¬ 
ies. but charging that the 
ICAEW proposals would in¬ 
crease costs, cause training 
difficulties and were “a direct 


challenge to our institute’s 
own examination and mem¬ 
bership base". The faculty has 
been notably vigorous since its 
formation in assessing and 
challenging tax legislation, 
but the dispute may stem less 
from its ambitions than from 
the ICAEW’s search for a new 
long-term identity as its tradi¬ 
tional combination of the roles 
of professional association and 
regulator disentangles. 

The faculty helps the 
ICAEW give a better service to 
non-specialist members, espe¬ 
cially smaller firms. The IoT is 
the traditional repository of 


gurus ■ --sy 

p\V Europe 

A MOTHER milestone in the 
" ^,-ur’tancv world is reached 
a ?hriieiSninent retirement 

^.for¬ 
mer- »***% i/a 

Waterhouse £uro _ 

arch,I Trurturel Sir Jeffery. 58. 
pennon 2 chairman of 

Sid joint chair¬ 
? r^ccSr i head 

wake- h* be an- 

of F' v summer aftff 

nounced ■ European part- 

an election of combi li¬ 
ners. ' Th firms is 

ine FSTsir 
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UK from 1982-91.“! think it 
is appropriate at this stage to 
hand over to a successor who 
will have a sufficiently long 
period in office to implement 
our strategy and see it bear 
fruit" 

Training offer 

THE hunt is on to find three 
senior managers aged over 
35 to send on training pro¬ 
grammes in Japan later in the 
year. The European Commis¬ 
sion picks up the cost of the 
training — a perk worth up¬ 
wards of $70,000 a head m 
itself — while die employer 
pays for the airfare and ac¬ 
commodation. “This is an ex¬ 


cellent opportunity for people 
over 35 to get experience in 
Japan, but many British com¬ 
panies don't take it," says 
. Wendy Bennie of KPMG 
Management Consulting, 
which has been given the task 
of finding suitable candi¬ 
dates. They must have a mini¬ 
mum of ten years' work 
experience and be involved in 
developing business with Jap¬ 
anese companies in Japan, 
Europe or elswhere. Pro¬ 
grammes indude field trips, 
bade language training, cul¬ 
ture, business strategy and 
consumer behaviour. Partici¬ 
pants will be based in Japan 
from August-November. En¬ 
tries must be in by May 7. 


professional tax authority but 
membership indudes many 
sah'citors who are direct com¬ 
petitors of accountancy firms. 

After the ICAEWs disap¬ 
pointments over proposed 
mergers that could have given 
the accountancy profession a 
unified voice, it is anxious to 
give fuller representation to its 
own membership base. This 
might cause rivalry over other 
specialities that have their own 
professional bodies. 

Insolvency experts, who 
have suffered a mixed press of 
late and are separately regulat¬ 
ed by the DTI. have their own 
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More details are available 
from Wendy Bennie. Tele¬ 
phone: 071 236 8000. 

Taking over 

LONG days and endless 
shuttling between London 
and New York have at last 
yielded some reward for 
Mark Homan, the affable 
head of corporate reconstruc¬ 
tion and insolvency at Price 
Waterhouse. Homan is heir- 
designate to the throne of the 
Society of Practitioners of In¬ 
solvency at present occupied 
by Nigel Hamilton of Ernst & 
Young. Homan, who has 
grown used to working a 14- 
1 5 hour day as part of his 


parallel body, the Society of 
Practitioners in Insolvency. 
This also indudes sotidtors. 

The ICAEW is thought to 
have offered internal auditors 
faculty status but to have been 
turned down by leaders of the 
UK Institute of Internal Audi¬ 
tors. which has developed its 
own examinations and in¬ 
cludes, among others, mem¬ 
bers of Cipfa and the 
Chartered Institute of Man¬ 
agement Accountants. 

The tax fracas could be the 
harbinger of more friction, 
especially if big inter-disciplin¬ 
ary firms develop. 


work on the Maxwell enqui¬ 
ry. much of it in America, 
takes over for 1993-4. “I 
made it fry the skin of my 
teeth," says Homan, who was 
due to be voted in on Friday 
— the day of the rail-strike. 
“We needed seven for a quo¬ 
rum and only had six when 
the meeting was due to start 
Two came in right on the 
bell" 

CONGRATULATIONS to 
Chris Beresford. head of 
management buyouts at 
KPMG Peat Marwick. He 
spent Sunday afternoon tele¬ 
phoning journalists about 
the Jim's latest MBO figures 
—from Geneva airport from 
whence he was about to fly 
home after a skiing holiday. 

Jon Ashworth 


Tightening rules on 
fees undercutting 


IF YOU were to let irony get the better of you, 
the surest sign that the recession is coming to 
an end could be that the accountancy 
profession has almost got its rules in place to 
deter firms from undercutting on fees. It 
might just be that the time when the rules are 
finally made official late this year is also the 
paint when it becomes obvious that the 
pressure on fees is about to lift anyway. 

This would be unfair. The profession's joint 
ethics committee. CAJEC, has worked hard 
and has now oome up with as tough a series of 
rules on the undercutting of fees as would 
seem necessary. 

The problem is an old one and comes to the 
fore whenever the economic situation means 
that accounting firms have to cut costs rather 
than increase services as their route to 
continuing profitability. And it is also a 
problem of the independence of firms and 
haw effectively that concept is communicated 
to the outside world. 

As the latest CAJEC paper puts it: “Firms 
which obtain or retain audit work, having 
quoted levels of fees, which they are'aware are 
significantly lower than those charged by an 
existing auditor or quoted by other tendering 
firms, should be aware that 
their objectivity may appear 
to be threatened." There are 
two effective ways of ensuring 
that this is not a common *-^©8 
practice. The third way, wait- “ 

mg for a complaint and then W&& L 
trying to find out what has BlWpiv^ 
happened, doesn't work. It is 
also the current practice. The 
first method , which is gain- 
frig popularity in America. 
where firms are licensed on a ’lltV ' 

state by state basis, is what is 
now known as the Texas 
variant Direct costs are as- F 
sessed and laid down by law 

and the firm cannot go below _ 

that figure when pitching for Pm 

business. There are obvious KUi 

legalistic difficulties with this. Br 

apart from the difficulty of — 
finding yourself arguing for 
form over substance. It would be easy to 
envisage a situation where a firm was 
und e rc u tt in g and bringing the profession 
into disrepute but was still managing to 
juggle the figures so that what it was doing 
was not unlawful. 

The second method is the one that CAJEC 
is going for. It puts the onus on the firms 
themselves. If they are paring costs and 
methods to the bone, they have also to be 
aware that if there is a complaint it will be 
down to them to justify what they have done. 
This is likely to be a lengthy and painful 
procedure and not to be recommended. 

What the proposed guidance says is that 
where a firm has won work by undercutting 
“such firms should ensure that their work 
complies with auditing standards and guide¬ 
lines and. in particular, quality control 
procedures." 

The guidance then goes on to say that “in 
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the event of a complaint being made to the 
institute (which might have arisen as a result 
of a joint monitoring unit inspection), where 
fees were a feature in obtaining or retaining 
the work, firms should be prepared to 
demonstrate to the investigation committee 
that the work was done fully in accordance 

with auditing standards and the client was 
not misled as to the basis on which fees for the 
current year and subsequent years were to be 
determined". 

The key points here are the emphasis on 
quality control procedures and the mention of 
the joint monitoring unit (JMlfl. An audit 
involves a huge number of checks and a vast 
amount of paperwork, and once it is all boxed 
up in its files it takes on a quite different 
character. Or as one senior partner recently 
put it to me: “With hindsight, and going 
through the papers with a tooth comb, you will 
always be able to find some mistake 
somewhere." 

So putting the onus on the firms to prove 
that they have kept the work up to scratch is 
important It means that there is a distinct 
deterrent value in the rules. The JMU is 
already feared and loathed by small firms. 

There is every chance that it 
could cause enormous prob- 
l ems for the large firms as 
welL So far, this is an area 
W HSm: into which the JMU has not 

" yet ventured too far. It has 

fljp been building up experience 

.Jm before taking the big bpys on. 

The only inspection it has 
ijv] made has been into Ernst & 
Young. That came about 
XSSSFsJj after much agitation by Aus- 

- »/y tin Mitchell, the ubiquitous 

mjr opposition MP, over a se- 

v__ _ quence of department of 

~ trade and industry inspec¬ 

tors* reports which were criti- 

_ cal of various aspects of past 

ppry, audits by the firm. But even 

then, the existence of the 
JCE JMU inspedion came to 

light only via one of Mr 
Mitchell's many parliamen¬ 
tary questions. And so far the results have not 
been made public. This week has also seen the 
publication of academic research that shows 
just what difficulties firms have got themselves 
into over rigorous cost control in the audit 
process. 

It has demonstrated just what pressures an 
audit team finds itself under when trying to 
get the work done effectively but when the 
firm itself is idling the team to do the work for 
less staff time and costs. 

What is required is for the JMU to become 
as much a nuisance and a deterrent for large 
audit firms as the financial reporting council’s 
review panel has become for listed companies. 
If will take time. But the new proposed 
guidelines on undercutting fees makes it fairly 
inevitable, whether or not the recession lifts. 

The author is the Associate Editor of 
Accountancy Age. 


Growing demand for 
forensic accounting 


By Jon Ashworth 

INSOLVENCY services are 
traditional money-spinners 
during a recession. A glance ax 
fee income breakdowns for 
any of the big UK accountancy 
firms will bear this out 
KPMG Peal Marwick’s cor¬ 
porate recovery practice in¬ 
creased fees by 38 per cent to 
£51 minion in the year to 
March 1992. Coopers & 
Lybrand’s insolvency fee in¬ 
come was £74 minion in the 
year to April 1992, compared 
with £41 million in 3 990. 

But a rise in UK litigation is 
pushing another area of exper¬ 
tise into the headlines: forensic 
accounting. Increasingly, so¬ 
licitors are calling on accoun¬ 
tants to help assess levels of 
potential damages arising 
from daims- More than 90 
per cent of cases are settled out 
of court and the task of finding 
a financial yardstick on which 
to base negotations often rests 
with the accounting specialist 
If a case does make it to court, 
they are likely to be called as 
expert witnesses. 

Recognising this trend, 
many accountancy firms have 
developed forensic accounting 
teams. Notable players are 
Touche Ross. Coopers & 
Lybrand, Price Waterhouse. 
BDO Binder Hamfyn and 
Grant Thornton. KPMG Peat 
Marwick publishes a newslet¬ 
ter on the topic and Pannell 
Kerr Forster is making 
inroads. 

David Lee, head of investi¬ 
gations at Price Waterhouse, is 
a pioneer in the field. Mr Lee, 
who is studying $1 billion in 
American transactions relat¬ 
ing to Maxwell Communica¬ 
tion Corporation, said: “The 
demand for these type of 
services has grown tremen¬ 
dously in the past five years." 

After being appointed PW's 
designated fraud expen on 
Europe in 1989. he spent two 
years on secondment to the 
Serious Fraud Office. He 
formed PW’s special investigar 
tions unit two years ago. 
Assessing damages is no easy 
task. One of Mr Lee's cases 
involved a Boeing 707 that 
was taken out of service after a 
consignment of mercury 
leaked and ate into the air¬ 
frame. “The aircraft was out of 
service for months," said Mr 
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Pioneering work: David Lee, PW’s head of investigations 


Lee, who was called in by the 
insurers to assess the validity 
of a daixn by the owner. 

“We had to assess the profit¬ 
ability of the route and multi¬ 
ply it by the number of days 
out of service. The owner’s 
claim ran into the millions. 
We settled out of court for 
£10,000 " Mr Lee believes the 
drive towards a simplified 
approach to UK fraud trials is 
likely to further increase the 
importance of forensic accoun¬ 
tants. “By its nature. City 
fraud is incredibly complicat¬ 
ed," he said. A big case can 
have thousands of companies 
involved. The question is: 
“How to you present a cogent 
case to the jury?" 

The best forensic accoun¬ 
tants are certain to be good 
communicators. They must 
not only be able to write 
comprehensive reports, but be 
able to present them in plain 
terms to a judge and jmy. The 
more experience they have in 
the witness box the better. 

The threat of a conflict of 
interest arising may deflect 
business away from the big six 
firms. Philip Kabraji, partner 
in charge erf forensic services at 
Gram Thornton, said conflicts 


might arise when a firm was 
auditor to one party and was 
acting as expert witness to 
another. Mr Kabraji who 
heads a 40-strong UK forensic 
team, said: “The first thing 
solicitors ask is whether there 
is a conflict. We would then do 
a conflict search. As forensic 
experts, we are expected to be 
independent” 

Increasingly, forensic ac¬ 
countants are being called in 
on disputes arising from 
mergers and acquisitions. 
Fraud is a second growth area, 
as are professional negligence, 
breach of contract and loss of 
profits. Personal injury and 
fatal accident cases are grow¬ 
ing, if not the most lucrative in 
terms of fees, and there is a 
rising trend in consequential 
loss cases—those arising from 
fire or water damage. 

KPMG Peat Marwick said 
forensic accounting was not as 
prone to cyclical upswings as 
insolvency. David Carter, 
head of forensic accounting, 
said: “People forget there is a 
very long lead time involved. 
We are still dealing with cases 
arising out of the 1982 reces¬ 
sion. Our oldest case goes back 
to the mid-1970s." 
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TRAVEL NEWS 


Cannes grimaces and bares it 


The Riviera would like it to be known that 


BQZDrawMWATEH 


next month’s film festival is not all it 


has to offer. Harvey Elliott reports on the 
age-old charms of the C6te d’Azure 


C annes is bracing itself for 
two weeks of money-mak¬ 
ing mayhem when the 
film world descends on 
the town and threatens to tarnish 
its image for die rest of the year. 

As holds, restaurants and busi¬ 
nesses prepare to take full, but 
short-term, advantage of the antici¬ 
pated rush of visitors, many are 
looking beyond die two wed&s in 
May when Cannes loses its gented 
image and becomes a raucous 
centre for tasteless vulgarity. 

“We know that we will get bad 
publicity for two weeks next month 
but we have to remember that the 
real life of Cannes takes place in the 
remaining 50 weeks of the year." a 
resident says. 

Now hoteliers and civic officials 
are determined to 
woo well-off British 
travellers, who were 
largely responsible 
for creating what 
we now know as the 
French Riviera 
more than 100 
years ago, with a 
series of events de¬ 
signed to re-create 
the leisurely week¬ 
ends of die 1930s. 

The indications 


Discerning 
British 
travellers are 
returning to 
the Riviera 


while the 350.000 Americans are 
the biggest spendets of all, averag¬ 
ing £125 per person per day. 

The tourist authority and the 1 x 9 
hotels along the coast have recog¬ 
nised that towns such as Nice ana 
Cannes continue to hold the same 
attraction for the older visitor that 
they always have, and are now 
marketing the cultural, artistic and 
traditional attractions of the region. 
These have tended to be swamped 
by the glossy, garish image created 

bythe influx of younger visitors and 
film stars who flock to the dm 
festival. 

Indeed, for many hoteliers and 
residents, the festival cannot end 
quickly enough, despite the enor- . 
mous publicity and the £3 million 
in hard cash it will bring them. 
_ This year’s festi¬ 
val. the 46th. is 
expected to attract 
15,000 film-mak¬ 
ers, 3.000 journal¬ 
ists and 30.000 
other visitors. 

For two weeks 
Cannes will be 
transformed from a 
small provincial 
town into a noisy, 
brash, internation¬ 
al horror. The so- 



Multicoloured dream Cdte d’Azure: sunbalhers in front of the Martinez Hotel, which offers a refined alternative to festival fever 


are that discerning British travel- 
lets are returning to the Riviera, 
and helping to swell its £3 billion 
tourist economy, generated during 
the weeks when the film festival is 
not in foil, hard-sell swing. 

Last year about 450.000 Britons 
made the journey south, and now 
make up 12 per cent of travellers 
flying into Nice airport according 
to the Riviera-Cdte d’Azure region¬ 
al tourism committee. 

They also spend twice as much as 
French visitors, preferring, as they 
did in the 1920s and 1930s, to stay 
in top-class holds for long week¬ 
ends. The Germans, 400,000 of 
whom visit the area each year, tend 
to stay much longer and spend less. 


phistication and charm of many of 
the old buildings will be temporar¬ 
ily mined with, for example, die 
Edwardian facade of die Carlton 
Hotel disappearing beneath a mass 
of posters and hoardings desperate¬ 
ly advertising the wares of die 
worldwide film community. The 
locals have little choice but to grit 
their teeth and try to ignore what is 
about to happen to their Number¬ 
ing town. 

Instead, they are concentrating 
on the gentle, refined attractions 
such as die Vendredis Musicaux at 
the Hotel Martinez (reservations 
through Leading Hotels of the 
World. 0800-181123). On the first 
Friday night of the month, leading 


musicians hold recitals in die 
ballroom after a champagne recep¬ 
tion. After the concert guests eat in 
the exclusive Palme d’Or restaurant 
which, over the past few years, has 
built an international reput¬ 
ation and won two Michelin 
stars. 

The entire weekend, including 
two nights’ accommodation, con¬ 
cert reception and dinner, costs 
between Ffr 1,450 (El 81) and 
F&2.090 per person, depend¬ 
ing on the season, although the 
cocktails and concert alone costs 
Ffr 130 (£16). . 

Christian Wilier, the chef who 
has given the Palme d'Or its high 
reputation, also appreciates that 
many of the hotel guests are 


fascinated by the art of cooking, 
and has created a small table in the 
kitchen at which he will serve up to 
sue guests at a time selected dishes 
from die menu, while enabling 
them to see how a top-dass kitchen 
operates. Other hotels along the 
coast are proving equally inventive 
in trying to attract guests who want 
to recapture the style of the okl 
French Riviera. 

Most airlines are now planning 
to increase the number of flights 
they provide into Nice. British 
Airways, for example, intends to 
provide three flights a day from 
Heathrow, one from Gaiwidc. two 
a week from Birmingham and one 
from Manchester. Air UK, flying 
daily from Stansted, charges £109 


for a return ticket to Nice, rising to 
£139 in July and August 

The Riviera is hoping that, 
despite the fall in die value of the 
pound against the franc, the new 
single European market win bring 
in even more independent travd- 
lexs prepared to make their own 
arrangements, and. perhaps, snap 
up some of the many villas ana 
houses now up for sale at bargain 
prices following the stomp in the 
housing market in France. 

They want, and are trying their 
hardest to achieve, a return to the 
old days when the British played 
such an important part in the life of 
Cannes and which resulted in 
streets with such names as Sir 
Walter Scott. Lord Byron. Shake¬ 


speare and Milton. Not that the 
British residents have been over¬ 
looked, even today. A cottage 
hospital Sunnybank. looks after 
rick Britons and die Cannes Eng¬ 
lish bookshop is thriving, as is die 
Riviera Reporter, a journal for 
expatriates, and the British-owned 
Riviera Radio broadcasting from 
Monaco. 

Those who use these facilities, 
and others such as Cdte d’Or — die 
very British shop in the rue d’An- 
tibes where food from kippers to 
kedgeree can be bought — are not 
looking forward to next month. 
They know that it is how life in die 
town where the average age is 63 is 
celebrated for the rest of the year 
that really matters. 
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Spanish 

steps 


ABERCROMBIE & Kent (071- 
730 9600) is running a series of 
eight-day walking safaris in Andar 
toda. The safaris can be taken bet¬ 
ween April and October (excluding 
July and August). Prices from £940 
per person, based on two sharing. 


indude return flights, transportar 
non, accommodation, meals and 
excursions. 


■ LOVE AIR (0279 681 435) has 
started, a daily scheduled service 
from London-Biggin Hill to Le 
Touquet, with two flights cm Fri¬ 
days and Sundays. Prices start at 
E89 (Apex return). From April 2 
until October 31. Love Air is 
offering flights, from Biggin Hill or 
Lydd-Ashford, Kent, and one 
night’s accommodation in a three- 
star hotel, from £133. 


■ CUNARD (071-491 3930) is 
offering a 20 per cent discount on 
all full cruises booked and paid for 
by July 1,1993. Afl 1994 82-night 
World Cruises on the QE2 cost 
about £8,000, covering 33 ports on 
six continents and starting in New 
York, Fort Lauderdale or Los 
Angeles. 

■ PL4CIDO Domingo is per¬ 
forming at the Arena Di Verona on 
July 4. Page and Mqy (0533 
524444) is offering a seven-night 
opera holiday for £636 per person 
sharing a twin-bedded room. The 
price indudes return scheduled 
flights between Gatwick and Vero¬ 
na, half-board accommodation, 
transfers between hotel and the 
opera, and an excursion to Venice. 

Travel News is edited 
by Haney Elliott 



Old Cyprus travellers value the island’s traditions, over-development win drive them sway 


Traditions to treasure 


G 


lafeos derides, the new 
president of Cyprus, is un¬ 
der pressure to turn part of 
the island into a national park to try 
to win back tourists. Over-develop¬ 
ment is being blamed for a 30 per 
cent fall in tourist bookings this 
year. 

The decision to create a national 
park would overturn one of the last 
ads by the former president, 
George Vassfliou, which was to 
allow budding in the Akamas 
region, a range of wiki and isolated 
hills of great natural beauty on the 
western tip of the island. 

Noel Josephides, die chairman of 
the Association of Independent 
Tour Operators (Aka), represe n ting 
130 companies in Britain, says: 
“By allowing developers the oppor¬ 


tunity to create more Ayia Napa- 
like ghettos, which are no longer 
fashionable and attract low grade 
tourism, die government will be 
destroying that which attracted the 
visitor to Cyprus in the first place." 

David Pearlman, the director of 
Exalt (excursion alternatives) Trav¬ 
el Ltd, who organises nature treks 
through tiie hills, says that environ¬ 
mental tourism is the future for 
Cyprus. “The government should 
try nature tourism over the next ten 
years,” he says. “That means it 
should prohibit development in 
one area, such as the Akamas. It 
can be a viable business proposition 
and it is what people want" 

However, developers and vil¬ 
lagers who could sell their land for 
hotels are strongly opposed to the 


creation of a national park. Three 
villages have refused to participate 
in a test-project promoting “agro- 
tourism". Five villages are partici¬ 
pating in the scheme in which 
tourists stay in traditional cottages 
and watch and learn local activities 
such as wine making, basket weav¬ 
ing and hah growing. 

Orestis Rossi des, the director of 
the Cyprus Tourism Organisation 
in London, says that Cyprus wants 
to win over the “discerning" travel¬ 
ler. “My concern is to keep on 
attracting the loyal client to Cyprus 
who appreciates the good quality of 
service, and to convince educated 
people that the island has more to 
offer than beaches.” he says. 


James Landale 


Airlines cut fares for 
business travellers 

AS 

./jLlei 


ttempts by Europe’s airlines 
win back business travel¬ 
lers with wide-ranging fere 
cuts have so far met with little 
success. British Airways said this 
week that in the three months to the 
end of March, the number of 
business and first dass tickets sold 
fell by 4 per cent compared with the 
same period last year. 

Now yet another round of price 
cuts, initiated by British Midland 
and being followed by almost every 
airline in Europe including BA has 
begun to perkiade businessmen 
that it is worth paying for the 
benefits on offer — separate cabin 
section, more space, free drinks and 
no restrictions on return traveL 

Fares have been cut by as much 
as 25 per cent on some of the 
busiest routes from London — to 
destinations including Paris, Am¬ 
sterdam and Helsinki. The reduc¬ 
tions were not welcomed by the 
stock exchange and BA’s share 
price fell immediately. 

BA is not alone in its problems. 
Pierre Jeanniot. the director gener¬ 
al of the International Air Trans¬ 
port Association (lata), says a slow¬ 
down in the rate of growth of traffic 
recorded across Iata’s 213-member 
airlines was “disturbing". Accord¬ 
ing to lata, overall growth was only 
4 per cent in February compared 
with 11 per cent in January. The 
growth was concentrated on the 
low-yielding economy dass feres 
now at rock bottom rates through¬ 
out the world. 

Any hopes that the airlines may 
harbour of improving their yield 
through increased business travel 
later in the year as the world 
economy pulls out of recession also 


appear to be over-optimistic accord¬ 
ing to another lata survey. Neatly 
30 per cent of 800 companies 
surveyed bpd cut their travel bud- 
gas during the past six months and 
about a quarter expected further 
cuts in the next 12 months. 

Jn 1991 companies made sav¬ 
ings by buying cheaper-tickets but 
now firms are reducing the number 
of trips, lata says. Most wonying 
for airlines is the growing belief 
among travellers that develop¬ 
ments in telecommunications will 
allow them to reduce their travel in 
tiie future. 


Smokers 
find a 
champion 

Tips for travellers 
seeking cigarette- 
friendly airlines 

S 


Harvey Elliott 


moke-addicted travellers win 
breathe a sigh of relief at a 
_ guide to smoker-friendJy air¬ 
craft published by their champion, 
the Freedom Organisation for the 
Right to Enjqy Smoking Tobacco 
(Forest). Their passive-smoking fel¬ 
low passengers are less likely to 
welcome the guide, which daims to 
help tiie embattled smoker and the 

non-smoker. 

The booklet Travel in Tolerance, 
published as British Midland joins 
the growing number of airlines to 
ban smoking on flights, attempts to 
pur the case for passengers who 
smoke. 

British Midland, which intro¬ 
duced its ban on all flights last 
week, said it had done so in 
response to ever-increasing de¬ 
mand from customers for non¬ 
smoking seats. “Our annual 
research showed that even among 
smokers travellers increasingly pre¬ 
ferred to sit in non-smoking areas." 

The guide lists the countries 
where smoking is prohibited on 
domestic flights and international 
non-smoking flights from the UK. 
It outlines whether a smoking ban 
is in force, whether the airline or 
booking agent should inform the 
customer, the reason for the ban 
and the point at which a smoking 
seat can be reserved. 

A questionnaire was sent to 127 
airlines with offices in the UK. of 
which 74 responded. Of the domes¬ 
tic flights listed. 64 per cent 
prohibit smoking. On 45 per cent 
this was a result of company policy. 
But, Forest claims, in only 25 per 
oent of cases was the ban due to 
public or staff demand- In 53 per 
cent of cases bans were imposed by 
legislation in the country where the 
airline was registered. 

Of 26 fligh ts where smoking is 
permitted, only one indicated it was 
considering a ban. 

Smoking is permitted on 76 per 
cent of international flights, accord¬ 
ing to Forest On 53 per cent of 
those, the reason for the ban was 
company policy, while 29 per cent 
said it was due to staff or public 
demand. Legislation to ban smok¬ 
ing applied to only 18 per cent of 
flights. On 64 per cent of flights 
airline staff and booking agents 
were supposed to tell customers 
smoking was prohibited. Of flights 
that allowed smoking. 91 per cent 
had no current plans for a ban. 

The guide explains how ventila¬ 
tion works in an aircraft, when 
pollution is at its highest level and 
why Forest believes some airlines 
are jeopardising air quality to save 
fuel. 

"At present there is no source of 
information for travellers on what 
flights they may be permitted to 
smoke on,” Forest says. "This guide 
will be of great value to both the 
smoker and non-smoker in choos¬ 
ing the airline with which they 
travel” 


Peter Victor 
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Height of luxury 


rossair, the Swiss regional 
carrier, daims to be Che first 
airline to realise that hot all 
short-haul passengers want some¬ 
thing to eat, and that those who are 
hungry do not necessarily want the 
same thing. 

So from June 1. Crossair's 
flights, to 41 destinations in 11 
countries, will dispense with plastic 
wrapping, disposable cutieiy, 
ready-prepared meals and butter 
portions. Instead those who want to 
eat will be offered a choice of two or 
three dishes, according to the time 
of day, to be eaten on porcelain 
plates with silver cutlery. 

Everything will be fresh: the 
orange juice; muesli 10 the original 
Swiss redpe: and special breads 
such as Italian olive bread and 
German pumpernickel used for 


sandwiches. Pastries and cham¬ 
pagne truffles will come from a 
famous Zurich confectioner. 

The new approach is the brain¬ 
child of Cuno Blattner, Former 
head of in-flight service at Swissair, 
and Peter BOhrer, the consultant 
chef responsible for Swissair’s first- 
dass catering. Crossair is 51 per 
cent owned tty Swissair. 

Crossair says tiie new style will 
improve service to customers while 
cutting overall costs because there 
will be less waste. “On many airline 
flights more than half the food and 
all the packaging has to be thrown 
away,” a Crossair spokeswoman 
says. “We intend to make the 
airline meal an attraction rather 
than an aggravation.” 


Robin Young 
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A lands an 
American 
triumph 

giant has achieved a coup with an airline 
—-—HP_gBgbling it to fly passengers direct from internal 


he residents of Svra- 
Rochester and 
Cleveland will be 
. able to fly to Heath- 
Airways from 
! of next month. 

Tne flights will be advertised 
and sold as -direct” but the 
lust part of their journeys will 
actually be with USAir. the 
loss-making American airline 
in which British Airways has 
just taken a stake of $300 
million (about £200 million). 

' The passengers, however, win 
have been booked on a 
through service with one flight 
number, and their bags will 
automatically be transferred 
from one plane to another 
while they make the connec¬ 
tion at the BA terminal at 
Philadelphia. 

Within a year, 38 dties 
throughout America will have 
been linked to the joint USAir- 
BA operation, which airlines 
in the United States have 
fought tooth and nail to pre¬ 
vent ever becoming a reality. 

Senior execu¬ 
tives from both 
airlines are meet- 
ing to plan how to 
, develop the links, 
which will provide 
BA with a foot¬ 
hold in the vast 
US markeL 

Despite being 
forced, at least in 
the short-term, to 
reduce its planned 
investment in 
USAir from $750 
million to $300 
million, it is rapid¬ 
ly becoming clear 
that both BA and 
USAir stand to 


US h ub airpo rts to Heathrow. Harvey Elliott reports 

T 


It is, however. BA's newly 
won ability to use the same 
flight code as USAir to connect 
passengers from dozens of US 
cities through the US carrier's 
main hub airports and on to 
London which provides the 
Teal opportunities for the 
future. The studies now going 
on are designed to fit USAir’s 
network of domestic services 
into BA's timetable, possibly 
by altering the timeg that 
transatlantic flights arrive and 
leave the main hubs. 

“There is a big difference 
between being simply an air¬ 
line and one that is going to be 
a strong competitor." Mr 
Schofield says. “BA opens the 
world to USAir customers and 
through its new-found links 
with Qantas gives us opportu¬ 
nities for joint marketing oper¬ 
ations in Australia and on the 
US west coast as welt” 

From the very beginning, 
the big three US airlines — 
..American, United and Delta 
— vigorously opposed the 


HOW US AIRLINES DOMINATE THE 
ATLANTIC AIR ROUTES 

Weekly nonstop flights 

. USaHnes 
57% 

(305) 


-." •"•• Up* 



British Airways 
33% 

(177) 


gain an enormous 
competitive advantage over 
their US rivals and that many 
of the fears expressed by the 
Americans may be justified. 

Seth Schofield, the chair¬ 
man of USAir, refuses to give 
an indication of the likely 
boost to his profits that the new 
link will provide. But he can 
hardly conceal his delight at 
the go-ahead from die US 
authorities. 

“There is no doubt that 
revenue will be significantly 
enhanced.” he says. “The new 
arrangements that we have 
been forced to accept mean 
that we have had to drop plans 
to give BA an effective veto on 
the board's spending plans 
and for common branding to 
be introduced across both 
fleets. This will, however, 
make no real difference from a 
revenue point of view.” 



B 


A’s investment, 
which will give it an 
18.9 percent equity 
share and 21.9 per 
cent of the voting rights in 
USAir. has already been 
handed over and used to 
reduce USAir’s $2 bmion debt, 
it is planned that BA will 
reach the original $750 mil¬ 
lion investment target over two 
further phases spread over the 
next five years. 

In the meantime, detailed 
plans will be worked out to use 
ihe combined power of the two 
airlines to form a joint fiiet- 
buying consortium, share 
ground handling and adver¬ 
tising and marketing and to 
co-operate in the purchase of 
food and even new antralt 


Delight Seth Schofield, 

the chairman of US Air- 

plans and tried to persuade 
the new Clinton administra¬ 
tion to reject the deal None¬ 
theless, ihe deal was given 
formal approval last month, 
provided it was reviewed in a 
year’s time. 

USAir is so determined to 
make a go of the new tie-up 
with British Airways that it has 
cut its costs drastically, largely 
by persuading its 47.000 staff 
to accept a pay cut which varies 
in amount depending on 
salary — the highest-paid lose 
the most 

The two airlines have also 
agreed to a complex arrange¬ 
ment that effectively hands 
over their routes between 
Gatwick and Pittsburgh and 
Baltimore to BA. USAir 767 
jets that now fly between the 
rides will be leased to BA and 
repainted in BA ccdours. The 
cabin staff, though remaining 
on the staff of USAir. will wear 
BA uniforms. 

The BA-USAir case, which 
finally won the argument 


against the combined opposi¬ 
tion of three of tile biggest, 
most powerful airlines in the 
world, drove a coach and 
horses through the opposition 
case. BA ana USAir pointed 
out that tiie big three provided 
non-stop services from the US 
to 25 European cities while 
BA had only four such services 
and USAir three. 

They also proved that Amer¬ 
ican airlines dominated the 
market between Britain and 
the United States, providing 
57 per cent of afl weekly non¬ 
stop departures, compared 
with BA’s 33 per cent and 
Virgin's 7 per cent 
BA. often accused of being 
the dominant force at Heath¬ 
row, in fact has only 38 per 
cent of afl die departures from, 
its home base, compared with 
the 92 per cent filled by 
American and Delta at Dallas 
and the 87 per cent provided 
by American and United at 
Chicago. In all, American 
carriers, with J44 weekly non¬ 
stop departures in 
1992 compared 
with 135 for BA 
operate more US- 
Heaihrow services 
than BA. 

When die US 
carriers bitteffy ar¬ 
gued dial the in¬ 
vestment by BA in 
USAir would give 
BA an unfair ad¬ 
vantage, it was 
pointed out. that 
American was tak¬ 
ing a 33 per cent 
share in Canadian 
Airlines, that 
Swissair and 
Singapore Air¬ 
lines had taken a 
10 per cenr dice of Delta, Air 
Canada had a 27.5 per cent 
stake in Continental and that 
KLM had a 49 per cent share 
of Northwest 

Several of the relationships 
involve foreign airlines which, 
unlike BA. are owned by their 
governments, whose bilateral 
agreements with the US are 
more restrictive than dial be¬ 
tween the US and the UK 
The main argument, how¬ 
ever. was that the level of 
competition in die US airline 
industry was declining be¬ 
cause of the dominance of the 
big three and the squeezing of 
the intermediate-sized com¬ 
panies such as USAir. With 
jobs befog lost throughout the 
entire industry — both in 
airlines and in the aerospace 
companies — USAir had a 
strong card to play-when it 
argued that the deal with BA 
world safeguard jobs. 
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m erica's travelling 
public. BA insists, 
wfll benefit greatly 
from the new link — 
increased competi- 


through 

non. 

Almost two-thirds of Ameri¬ 
cans who travel to Europe start 
from a city or town east of the 
Mississippi River. As an east 
coast ainfoe. USAir believes it 
should have a healthy chunk 
of that traffic but it is only 
sixth-largest To grow, it had 
to find a partner, which it has 
now done: 

The link between the two 
should help USair to grow and 
at the same time help British 
Airways to remain profitable. 



Box office tickets £17.50 —touts £65: that is the price difference for City of Angels, at the Prince of Wales theatre 


Ticket touts in Sunset rip-off 

V 


isitors to London are [laying up to 
four times the face value of tickets 
for some of the most popular West 
End shows while many theatres are 
having to dose because of lack of business. 

The three productions most in demand 
are all musicals. City of Angels. Cray For 
You and Sunset Boulevard. Already routs 
are asking hugely inflated prices for 
Sunset Boulevard. Sir Andrew Lloyd 
Webber's latest production, even before it 
has finished rehearsals. 

Tidcets for City of Angels, which 
opened last week, are being offered at £35 
and £65. compared with a.price of £17.50 
to £30 direct from die Prince of Wales 
Theatre box office, which says availability 
is good. Stalls seals for Cray For You cost 
£8.50 to £30 from foe Prince Edward 
Theatre but are booked up for the next 
two weeks. Touts, however, said that no 
seats. were available for months and 
quoted prices of £50 to £75. 

Top price tickets for Sunset Boulevard. 
which will open-on June-29, cost £36 from 


Tourists are paying 
sky-high prices for 
tickets to London shows 


the Addphi Theatre box office. One ticket 
tout, advertising in a newspaper, said he 
had “top seats, £100. It’s sold out for 
months in advance." Most quoted about 
£75. saying that there was no chance of 
getting a ticket direct before next year. 
Mid-week seats are available from Au¬ 
gust 

In contrast to this rush for tickets, at any 
price, for the leading shows, ten theatres 
in the West End are temporarily dosed: 
the Adeiphi, The Cambridge. The Do¬ 
minion, Open Air Theatre Regent's Paris, 
Queen’s. The Royalty, Sadler's Wells. The 
Savoy, The Westminster and The Old Via 
Although eight have performances sched¬ 
uled fen* later this year and another 39 
West End theatres are currently present¬ 


ing shows, box office takings are sluggish. 

A spokeswoman for The Society of West 
End TheaJxe said it was lobbying the 
government for legislation to put an end 
to ticket touting, particularly at some so- 
called booking offices. “People walk in 
thinking that these places look respectable 
because they take credit cards. The 
victims, often tourists, are sometimes 
asked to pay huge sums for tickets which 
are not produced until the last minute 
before a performance. Then the theatre¬ 
goers can find themselves in bad seats.” 

She said theatre box offices were trying 
to combat the touts and the image of 
theatre as an expensive leisure pursuit 
“You can buy tickets for as little as £3 for 
some shows. With' the more expensive 
shows, for example Sunset Boulevard, the 
theatre is restricting sales to a maximum 
of six per person. But you can't stop touts 
they just send lots of runners to stand in 
line” 

Peter Victor 


Secret of 
hotel’s 


s 


success 

avpy Hotels produced 
grim results yesterday 
nosediving £1.5 million 
into the red. having made 
profits of £2 million last year. 
The Queens Moat Houses 
hotel chain is under siege, with 
its shares suspended and 
accountants inspecting its 
finances. Forte, meanwhile, is 
expected to announce a 
£6 million fall in profits for 
1992. 

Some 25,000 hotel rooms 
are at present in the hands of 
receivers and banks are view¬ 
ing investment and refinanc¬ 
ing packages with jaundiced 
eyes. A small London hotel is. 
however, budring the trend. 
The owner believes that others 
could do the same by offering 
added value to guests. 

Diana Wallis, owner of the 
Beaufort Hotel in Knights- 
bridge, said yesterday that her 
28 rooms were 91 per cent 
occupied in March. The hotel, 
whidi charges a rack rate of 
between £110 and £250, has a 
45 per cent corporate occupan¬ 
cy — at discounted rates. The 
Beaufort’s rates include break¬ 
fast, VAT and, unusually, all 
drinks. The only extras are 
telephones calls. 

Ms Wallis, a former televis¬ 
ion journalist, started the hotel 
in 1986. "We offer all the 
facilities that larger hotels offer 
like fax. direct phone lines, air 
conditioning and member¬ 
ship of a health dub. but we 
provide better value. I’ve been 
shocked by the great long bills 
for extras in big hotels. At one 
I was charged for ice.” 

Peter Victor 


Top places to eat in Italy 

T 


he best restaurant in 
Italy, according to a 
computerised evalua¬ 
tion of the opinions of sue 
leading gastronomic guides to 
the • country, is Enoteca 
Pinchiorri in Florence, writes 
Robin Young. 

The restaurant which 
gained a third: star from the 
MicheGn grade last year, 
scored 392.5 points in Sandro 
Doglio’s “guide of guides”, 
whidi takes into account the 
verdicts of M kfidin. Verondli. 
L’Espresso. Accademia della 


Cucina, BellTtalia. and 
Gambero Rosso. Pinchiorri's 
beat Antico Osteria, at 
Cassinetta Lugagnano. out¬ 
side Milan, by one point 

In third place came 
Gualtiero Marchesi’s epony¬ 
mous restaurant in Milan- Mr 
Marches! also operates in 
London, at the restaurant 
bearing his name in die 
Halkin Hotel in Belgravia. 

The resr of the top ten, in 
finishing order, were Da Gui¬ 
do at Costigiiole d’Asti. AJ 
Sorriso (Soriso). Dal Pescatore 


(Canneto sulTOglio). La 
Frasca (Castrocaro Terme, up 
from 14th place last year to 
seventh this). Trigabolo (Arg- 
enta. up from 12th), Gambero 
Rosso (San Vincenzo. Livor¬ 
no). and La Scaletta in Milan. 

The most interesting find¬ 
ing this year. Mr Doglio 
concluded, was the increase in 
the number of top ratings 
handed out by the guide 
compilers. A total of 405 
establishments received high 
praise from all six guides, as 
compared with 350 last year. 




Fly with 
a Hoover 

CAPITALISING on 
Hoover’s free flights de- 
bide, the ticket whole¬ 
saler Airline Ticket Net¬ 
work is offering free 
Hoover d carters to 
passengers booking Bri¬ 
tish Airways flights to. 
Miami 

When two adults boy 
£309 return BA economy 
tickets through the 
wholesaler, between now 
and May 31, they will 
receive a free Hoover 
Junior vacuum deaner 
worth about ESO. 

The fare, to which 
must be added £11 in 
American taxes, matches 
the lowest available 
direct from BA and 
indodes free car hire for 
up to three weeks. 

The company (0800 
727747) has an unlimit¬ 
ed supply of cleaners. 

□ BRITISH Air Ferries, 
one of Britain's oldest 
airlines, is chang ing its 
name to British World 
Airlines and has taken 
out a new European 
Community Carriers li¬ 
cence to enable it to 
operate freely throcqfo- 
out Europe. 

The airline is expected 
to make about £2 million 
profit this year on a £30 
million turnover. 

□ VIRGIN Atlantic 
launched its first Euro¬ 
pean route on Sunday 
with a daily scheduled 
service from Gatwick to 
Athens. It challenges the 
British Airways-CMympk 
duopoly out of Heathrow 
with economy fares of 
£198 and business fares 
of £688. 

□ WHAT is claimed to 
be the world's first jet lag 
shop. Rymans, has 
opened at the Park Lane 
Hotel in Piccadilly. 
London. Daniele Ryman. 
an aromatherapist is 
selling Awake and Asleep 
fragrance packs, whidi 
contain a range of prod¬ 
ucts designed to help 
travellers to overcome jet 
lag fay refreshing them 
when they wake up and 
helping them to sleep. 

The formulae have 
taken seven years to re¬ 
search. according to the 
company, and achieved 
a 73 per effectiveness 
rate with 300 aircrew. 


I 




As a result of chart* ring a larger 
aircraft on our special programme! 0 
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stay. . -uih to the Red Sea 
pay - Dnx ba for a stay of 

and the reso •Ij.jvlcaza Hotel- 
ni6 £i^3 - 7 At leiso« in Aqaba. 


Return to 

AQABA 

7 nights for £299 



return flight to London Gatwick. 

Departure Dates & Prices 

1993 Mondays-per person in a twin 

May 3_£299.00 

May 10_£299.00 

May 17 _£299.00 

Sea view supplement-£20.00 

Half Board Aqaba-£35.00 

Single supplement-£125.00 

Optional Excursions 

Petra (orient with lunch) ..££9.00 

Wadi Rum (with lunch) —£49-00 

Indodes: air travel transfers, 1 nl 
Amman, 6 nts Aqaba, bed and breakfast, 
local representative. Not included: 
insurance, visa, tips, optionalexcursions. 

All prksa are subject to change. 

How to Book 

Please telephone071-723 5066 and 
then complete and return the coupon. 

HERITAGE TRAVELLERS 

21 Doreel Square, london NW1 

AJJTA 5 aTOC683B 


Our rffices art also open atwofccfldl for 
telephone icsmbm frontal toSpm. 

Return to Aqaba 

Departure Dale 
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An early summer break on the Red Sea 
with optional excursions to 
the rains of Petra and Wadi Rum 


Port Codr 


TdNo 


I enclose my cheque for£_ payable toTiauel 
Promotions, bei rifi Ihe depotit of£l 50 pfund 
lhein»mncEfnemiuTiH.hiaJTW«yES.'NO. 
Me _ 



A good case 
for booking a flight 
at Thomas Cook. 


At Thomas Cook you can pick 
up flight-only tickets to virtually 
anywhere in the world. 

Simply drop into your 
nearest Thomas Cook shop 
and walk out with an airline 
ticket at a value-for-money 
price. Alternatively save your legs 



TO EUROPE 


and call us now on 0733 555747*. 
And because your ticket’s from 

Thomas Cook, you’ll feel 
in safe hands too. just the 
reassurance you expect from 
dealing with a trusted name. 
We’d call that an open and 
shut case - wouldn’t you? 


Thomas 

Cook 


HnnVOb TWTHOIW5 coon GUM- LTD ATOMS IATA 
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Travellers still in the dark over EC 




N ew EC regulations 
brought in to protect holi¬ 
day-makers are having die 
opposite effect, according to con¬ 
sumer watchdogs. Many consum¬ 
ers remain ignorant of the new 
regulations, say the National Con¬ 
sumer Council (NCQ and Con¬ 
sumers in the European 
Community Group (CECG). 

The European Commission and 
the Department of Trade and 
Industry are trying to make holi¬ 
day-makers more aware of recent 
changes in EC law that offer 
travellers compensation when 
things go wrong. The new rules, 
which took force in Britain at the 
beginning of this year. lay down 
strict guidelines for package travel. 

In the past, holiday-makers were 
often told that they would have to 


Noel Josephides: warning note 


take their grievance to their hotel¬ 
ier, local tour representative or the 
airline that carried them. Now 
travel agents or tour operators will 
be liable: 

The new regulations cover pack¬ 
age holidays in some detail. For 
example, if hotels do not have the 
features offered in a brochure, 
travellers will have the right to 
lodge a complaint Brochures form 
part of die contract for holidays and 
must be accurate: Holiday-makers 
must be supplied before they depart 
with foil details of the holiday, 
induding telephone numbers for 
local representatives and contacts 
in case of emergency. 

The agreed price of a holiday is 
fixed, unless the contract says 
otherwise, in which case only 
acceptable price rises for changes in 


Strict rules to protect people on package 

_ tours have been in force for _ 

months, but few know what they entail 


transport costs are allowed. No 
price changes are allowed less than 
20 days before departure. Compre¬ 
hensive information on holidays 
must be provided and tour opera¬ 
tors must provide a solvency guar¬ 
antee. by bond or insurance, before 
they can trade. 

From last week, all tour operators 
are supposed to offer foil financial 
protection to their customers. But 
under the new rules, package 
holiday-makers can no longer be 
sure of automatic refunds if then- 
tour operator collapses. The Civil 


Aviation Authority (CAA). which 
has taken responsibility for the Air 
Travel Operators licence (Atol) 
holiday bonding scheme, says that 
its scheme will not pay out automat¬ 
ically. If it believes liability lies with 
another party, such as a travel 
agent or bank, it wflj withhold 
payments indefinitely. 

But Noel Josephides, the chair¬ 
man of the Association of Indepen¬ 
dent Tour Operators (Aito). says the 
door remains wide open for dishon-' 
est operators to continue to trade. 
“The government admits that the 


only way a member of the public 
will find out that his money is not 
protected is when that company 
goes bust and he doesn’t get a 
refund." he says. . 

Aito is of the opinion that rne 
only way to ensure financial sec¬ 
urity when going on holiday is to 
book, with a bonded company. 

Stephen Crampion. the secretary 
of the CECG. said the British 
government had gone for the 
minimum protection recommend¬ 
ed by the European Commission. 
"Existing protection wfll be under¬ 
mined and UK consumers taking 
package holidays are likely to be the 
vvt>rsf-protecied*in the community." 
Mr Crampton said. The NCC said 
it was particularly concerned about 
people going on holiday, “thinking 
things were as they were before". 


O Many business travellers remain • 
unaware chat since April 1991 they 1 
have been entitled to compensation i 
if they are denied boarding on ; 
flights’. Any passengers with cnn- : 
finned tickets for scheduled flights 
who were checked in on time tun • 
could not travel due to overbooking • 
can daim immediate compensa- . 
ticn of at least Ecu 150 (£120). ■' 
They are entitled to reimbursement 
or rerouting, with the airline bear- \ 
ing the costs incurred as a result of ; 
the delay. j 

Peter Victor : 

• Bond credentials of tour operator, ' 
can be checked on the follcnving num¬ 
bers: ABTA members: 0891 202 520; \ 
Aito members: OS I-744 92S0: TOSG '■ 
members: 0273 477722:Aral members: i 

07 IS32 5620. 


Treasure that survived Cromwell, the Nazis and a Scottish latrine 


S cotland's crown jewels, 
the oidesr collection of 
royal regalia in Britain, 
are to form the centrepiece of a 
new £1.5 million exhibition at 
Edinburgh Castle. The Hon¬ 
ours of the Kingdom exhibi¬ 
tion opened on Monday. 

The jewels, indudmg die 
crown, sword and sceptre, date 
from the reigns of King James 
IV and King James V and are 
still housed in the Castle 
strongroom built by King 
James VI in 1615. The exhibi¬ 
tion tells the history of the 
crown jewels in a series of 
tableaux, from the 
crowning of Robert 
the Bruce in 1306 to 
the rediscovery of the 
jewels in IS!8 after 
they had been lost for 
more than a century. 

The sceptre, a gift to 
King James IV from 
Pope Alexander VI in 
1494. is the earliest of 
the Scottish papal gifts 
to survive. In 1502. 

James IV ordered a 
sword of honour to 
complement the scep¬ 
tre bur this was super¬ 
seded by another 
papal gift, the sword of 
state in 1507. 

The sceptre was en¬ 
hanced and length¬ 
ened during the reign On si 
of King James V. who 
also ordered the traditional 
Scottish crown to be re¬ 
moulded. 

The work was undertaken 
in 1540 by John Mosman. an 
Edinburgh goldsmith, and 
the gold crown on display in 
Edinburgh dates from this 
time. 

The first Scottish coronation 
to incorporate the foil regalia 


Crown 
jewels 
return 
to view 



On show again: Scotland's crowning glory 


was that of the infant Mary, 
Queen of Soots, at Stirling 
Castle in 1543. The last was 
that of Charles II. who was 
crowned in 1651. 

The crown jewels were re¬ 
moved from Edinburgh to 
Dunnottar Castle. Kincar¬ 
dineshire, around that time to 
prevent their felling into the 
hands of Oliver Cromwell, 


who was determined to de¬ 
stroy them. But when Dunnot¬ 
tar fell to Cromwefl, the jewels 
were smuggled out and buried 
beneath the floor of a kirk for 
eight years before being re¬ 
housed in Edinburgh. 

From 1661. the crown jew¬ 
els were used to signify the 
King's presence at sittings of 
Parliament in Edinburgh un¬ 
til the Treaty of Union in 
1707. when they were locked 
in a chest in Edinburgh Cas¬ 
tle’s strongroom and for¬ 
gotten. Rumours that the 
Scottish regalia had been re¬ 
moved to England cir¬ 
culated in the late JSth 
century. The novelist 
Sir Walter .Scott bad¬ 
gered George HI to al¬ 
low him to open the 
sealed strongroom. In¬ 
side an oak chest were 
the jewels, unseen for. 
more than a century. 

They went on public 
display at the castle in 
1819, staying there 
until the second world 
war when they were 
packed m sandbags in 
a cellar to prevent their 
felling into German 
hands. 

in 1941, because of 
growing fears of inva¬ 
sion. the crown and 
Jory the Stuart jewels were 
packed in cases and 
buried in die ruins of David's 
Tower at Edinburgh Castle, 
beneath a latrine. Even Sir 
Winston Churchill did not 
know their whereabouts. Four 
maps were made and kept in 
sealed envelopes. 

Happily, such precautions 
were not necessary. 

Gillian Bowditch 


Surviving a press storm 


Ros Drinkwater 

visits Shetland 
and finds the 
bewildered 
islanders getting 
back to normal 


BOS DRtNKWAT Bl 


W hen the Amen-' 
can-owned Libe¬ 
rian-registered 
oQ tanker Braer 
foundered on die south Shet¬ 
land coast in January, spewing 
85.000 tons of crude oil into 
die sea. it was described as 
“potentially Britain's worst en¬ 
vironmental disaster". 

Three months on, nature 
has confounded the pessi¬ 
mists: hurricane-force winds 
have dispersed die oil and left 
many beaches cleaner than 
before the spill. While it will 
take years to assess the long¬ 
term damage done to wildlife, 
the only visible evidence is the 
bow of the upturned tanker 
and the overhanging patch of 
moorland, trampled by the 
feet of 1.300 newsmen. Locals 
fear the media may have done 
more damage than the ofl. 

Malcolm Green, the chief 
executive of Shetland Islands 
Council, says: “There are 
people around the world who 
believe the last television pic¬ 
tures they saw — Shetland 
covered in ofl." 

Last year 56,000 people — 
39 per cent from overseas — 


How to 
avoid travel 


sickness. 


Keep your plastic cards out of criminal hands. 
Follow these simple tips: 

1. Keep your wallet or handbag secure and 
with you at all times. 

2. Don't tempt thieves by leaving your hand¬ 
bag, wallet or briefcase in your car. 




Helen Thomson: “We've had calls from people who think Shetland has vanished under a blob of oil' 


visited Shetland to enjoy its 
spectacular coastline, unspoilt 
beaches, the largest popula¬ 
tion of sea-birds in Britain and 
angling and wilderness cruis¬ 
ing. By March, Shetland Is¬ 
lands Tourism reported a 40 
per cent drop in bookings and 
only after an aggressive mar¬ 
keting campaign has the de¬ 
cline been halted. 

“Bed and breakfast places 
have been the worst hit" says 
Isabel Reid, the manager of 
SIT. “Most cancellations are 
due to worries about contami¬ 
nated food It is hardly surpris¬ 
ing. Drop the Dead Donkey 
has nothing on the media : s 
Shetland coverage. But only 
20 out of 900 miles of coast¬ 
line and 20 out of 500 square 
miles of land were affected 

“Eleven of the 60 salmon 
farms (representing quarter of 
the catch) were contaminated 
and these stocks have been 
destroyed. The other 49 con¬ 
tinue production as normal 
and the product is on sale 
nationwide. A sea-fishing ban 
in operation applies only to the 
southern exclusion zone. Else¬ 
where fishing continues and 
no contaminated fish have 
been found outside the zone.” 

Fraser's, a Lerwick fishmon¬ 
ger, confirmed that it had not 
lost a day’s trade since the spill 
and had 21 varieties of local 
fish for sale. 

Throughout Shetland is¬ 
landers complain of being 
quoted out of context for 
dramatic effect; of people 
miles from the wreck being 


pressed to pose wearing 
masks, thoughtfully provided 
by photographers: of journal¬ 
ists refusing to believe that 
brown sheep were just that, 
not white sheep coated in ofl, 
and of {flans to move 20 to 30 
people from the immediate 
inanity of the wreck being 
blown up to sound as if an 
entire island evacuation was 



Sunk: bow of the Braer 


imminent. 

At the height of the danger 
from airborne ofl and disper¬ 
sant pollution, experts testing 
the air immediately above the 
wreck found it to be 14 times 
less polluted than that in 
central London cm a normal 
day, a fact that received little 
coverage. Says one crofter “It 
pretty well sums it up that of 
the four reported otter fatali¬ 
ties. one died from oil, two 
from old age and one was run 
over by a Norwegian television 
crew.” 

For 14 years Shetland Is¬ 
lands Council has lobbied for 
legislation to protect its waters. 
The international Managing 
the Marine Environment con¬ 
ference. held in Lerwick last 
week, was planned, preSraer. 
to draw attention to the prob¬ 


lem. In the wake of the 
disaster, it was hoped that 
press coverage might redress . 
the balance, but the confer¬ 
ence received scant attention. 

Helen Thomson runs a 
Shetland Pony Stud and trek¬ 
king centre three miles from 
file wreck. She remains stoical¬ 
ly cheerful in the face of i 
uncertainty. “People don't . 
book ahead so we have no way i 
of knowing how well be 
affected, but we’ve been inun¬ 
dated with calls from as far as 
Canada from people who 
think Shetland has vanished 
under a blob of ofl.” 

For thousands like Helen, : 
from landladies to fish-farm- j 
ers, handknitteis to ferrymen, [ 
summer will be a long time , 
coming and until then, if is a# 
case of wait and see. ,* 



Mixed bunch: journalists refused to believe the brown sheep were not covered in oil 


Bristol re-opens 

O ne of Europe's nist leadership and was doa 
grandest hotels, the in 1981. 

Hotel Bristol in War- [n 1990 Forte signed 


AR4CS Fraud Prevention 


It doesn't take much time to check card crime. 


O ne of Europe's 
grandest hotels, the 
Hotel Bristol in War¬ 
saw. which has been refur¬ 
bished at a cost of E23 million 
by the British hotel group 
Forte, will be re-opened next 
week by Barones Thatcher, 
writes Harvey Elliott. 

The Bristol, built in 1901 by 
a consortium headed fry the 
conceit pianist and politician 
Paderewski, survived the de¬ 
struction of old Warsaw but it 
went into a slow decline under 
the country's post-war commu- 


Music while 
you snorkel 

A RADIO show will be broad¬ 
cast underseas to divers and 
snorkellcrs during the ninth 
Undersea Music Festival at 
the Florida Keys on July 10. 
The theme of the festival is the 
protection and preservation of 
the coral reef. 

The broadcast will feature 
recorded messages and music 
to remi nd divers to be cautious 
near the reef. Very good 
fidelity is apparently achieved 
when the music is piped 
through special speakers. The 
broadcast will be made by the 
radio station WWUS-FM. 


nist leadership and was dosed 
in 1981. 

In 1990 Forte signed a 
joint-venture agreement with 
Orbis. the state-owned tourism 
agency in Poland, and became 
responsible for managing the 
property. The refurbishment, 
in the style of the 1920s, took 
two years and provides 163 
guest rooms and 43 suites. 

The Bristol is Poland's only 
five-star hotel and the first that 
Forte has Operated in a former 
communist country in eastern 
Europe. 


□ A directory of nearly 2,000 
hotels for businessmen in 900 
cities around the world is 
available from Thomas Cook. 
The directory covers 100 
countries and details hotels 
from three to five stars. Thom¬ 
as Cook is offering some at 
half the standard, or “rack", 
rare. 

□ A 50 per cent saving on 

business class fares to Johan¬ 
nesburg, Cape Town. Harare. 
Lusaka or Windhoek from 
Heathrow is available from 
TraUfinders (071-938 3444). 
The company also has direct 
flights to Singapore at £372 
return if booked before the 
end of April for travel until 
November 30 (071-938 

3366). 


EASTER MULTt - ACTIVITY BREAK 
FOR SINGLES 

chota, ni ** nk jgffg ay We ekend April 9-11. 

Sum*. Otsco. 

sup«rt centre - bur* bad dormitory accommodation h* boom. Ol bwtnictani and 
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THEATRE Page 38 

Richard McCabe, 
playing Christopher 
Marlowe as a biend of 
Wilde and Byron 



ARTS 


BERLIN page 39 

Marlene Dietrich, dead 
but still a controversial 
subject in the city where 
she lies buried 






CINEMA: Geoff Brown finds himself unconverted by a Steve Martin bom again as a semi-serious actor 


Why should 
we believe? 


S teve Martin has reached 
that dangerous age when 
jokes alone are not suffi¬ 
cient and a comedian 
wants to be ‘stretched". It hap¬ 
pened to Chaplin and Woody 
Allen: both cast aside the jester's 
cap and took on the sorrows of the 
world, to debatable effect True, 
jokes exist in Leap of Faith but they 
are not in the forefront What we 
see is Steve Martin acting a part — 
a fairly unsympathetic one, as well 
— in a morose drama striving too 
hard for significance. 

Martin stands before us with 
ginger hair and a fancy name, 
Jonas Nightengale. An accom¬ 
plished conman, he prowls the 
hinterlands as an evangelical 
preacher, selling hope to people 
panting for better times. When his 
travelling circus gets stranded in 
Rustwater, a Texas community 
devastated by drought up goes the 
tent^ The local sheriff is highly 
suspicious, but the good.citizens 
pour in. enjoy fake miracles and 
donate generously. Then the inev¬ 
itable mirade occurs unaided. 

Leap of Faith begins with several 
points in its favour. Richard Pearce, 
director of Heartland and Country, 
has a nose for regional Americana: 
you really feel the heat and bore¬ 
dom beating down on this tiny 
town’s fiat horizon. And when 
Jonas works the crowd, prancing 
before his illuminated crucifix, die 
comic Steve Martin of old pokes 
through, victorious. 

Then vices multiply. It is not 
enough that Lolita Davidovich’s 
waitress has a crippled kid brother 
who regards Martin as a surrogate 
father. We must also suffer a quick- 
fire romance between Liam 
Neeson’s sheriff and Debra Wing¬ 
er, Martin’s blunt-speaking Girl 
Friday. "Do you ever think about 
settling down?" Neeson murmurs 
at one point, stroking her toes. 
Between these dubious types and 
M artin’s unlovable rogue, who can 
the audience root for? 


Leap of Faith 

Plaza, PG 

One False Move 

Metro. Camden Plaza. 1 8 

The Ox 

Renoir, Chelsea Cinema, 12 

Paris Is Burning - 

ICA Cinema 

Best of the Best 2 

MGM Oxford Street. 18 


Tberefralro foe curseof monoto¬ 
ny: while Martin’s tent act may be 
stimulating at first, the sparkle 
dims with each repetition. All told, 
an interesting venture for these 
faithless times, but pretty dour 
entertainment 

If Leap of Faith leaves the viewer 
slumped. One False Move keeps us 
bolt upright First comes raw 
violence, as two drug dealers and a 
glamorous girlfriend convert a Los 
Angeles birthday party into a 
temble bloodbath. Then, once the 
trio head for Star City, Arkansas, 
with two hard-bitten cops on the 
trail, the real distinction of Carl 
Franklin’s film grows apparent 
There are rounded people here; 
there is a story. And the violence, 
far from being served up for our 
titiDation (as in the execrable Best of 
the Best 2), develops organically 
from both. When each bullet is 
fired, we feel the pain, even if these 
lowhfes never bat an eyeEd. 

Phita a young black killer with 
an IQ of 150. is certainly impas¬ 
sive. Alongside rides Ray. white 
and an unpredictable bully, and an 
updated moll, the mulatto Fanta¬ 
sia. Franklin, veteran of exploita¬ 
tion movies for Roger Cormaiu 
excels in their desperate journey 
through the backwoods. 


Pages tom from 
a family album 

David Robinson meets Sven Nykvist, a 
cinematographer now turned director 


S elf-effacement is an almost 
universal characteristic of the 
bet cinematographers; but 
even for this profession Sven 
Nvkvist’s modesty' is exceptional 
He is the most inconspicuous 
person on any film set He rarely 
moves from his chosen lowly pos¬ 
ition, squatting under the camera 
on a battered wooden box. 
Undistracrable, he gazes with his 
steel blue eves at the prospect 
ahead, looking, with his shaggy- 
grey hair and beard, rather like an 
old'Norse seafarer. . 

His directions to the lighting 
crew are conveyed in few words; 
and he achieves his visual marvels 
with the simplest lighting effects. 
He has stories of Hollywood direc¬ 
tors. accustomed to stages blazing 
with lights on every side, being 
puzzled' and dismayed when he 
asks only for a couple of simple 
lamps. American directors never¬ 
theless fight for his services; anu ne 
is always Woody Allen's first choice. 

Now 71. Nykvist was the son of a 

nastor. He intended to be a stills 
photographer and only came to 
film bv accident A keen aihJete. he 
bought an 8mm camera so thathe 
could analyse his high jump tech¬ 
nique. The camera took ewer from 
athletics as an interest and at 1 9 he 
enrolled in the studios as a 

assistant As cinematographer he 

has since shot 110 films. 

He first worked for Bergman m 

1053 when Bergman s camera¬ 
man was away in America. Their 
collaboration was to make 
and to win Nykvist two Oscars, for 
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Cries and Whispers and Fanny 
and Alexander. (The Ox was nomi¬ 
nated for the 1992 Best Foreign 
Film Oscar). 

“Today we tend to make every¬ 
thing so complicated," he says. 
“The lighting, the camera, the 
acting. It has taken me 30 years to 
arrive arsimplidty. Simplicity is my 
watchword both in my personal life 
and my work. But of course 
simplicity cannot mean not chal¬ 
lenging yourself and taking risks." 

I n the case of The Ox, which is 
his first solo work as a director, 
though he has previously co- 
direaed three films, he says he tried 
“to make a film so simple that 
people could not write complicated, 
intellectual things about it I Gy to 
tell the story less with words and 
more with pictures. It seems appro¬ 
priate to tms story, which describes 
a time when words were sparingly 
used. It’s a story I heard from my 
grandfather when 1 was ten years 
old and we were walking in the 
woods together. It is his story and 
the story of his neighbours in 
Smaland in die late 1860s, at the 
time of the great famine." 

His grandfather was then a 
struggling young farmer whose 
only treasure was a pair of oxen. 
One of his labourers, even poorer 
and more desperate than himself, 
stole and slaughtered one of die 
beasts to feed his family. The Bhn 
shows the catastrophic oitcome 
and the farmer's inability to 
forgive. 

•■%ere have been films, like Jan 


But there is much more to Billy 
Bob Thornton and Tom Epper¬ 
son's script than drug dealers on 
wheels. Enter Sheriff Hurricane, 
Star City’s finest in a redneck 
stronghold, eager to graduate to 
the big-time. Those jaded LA cops 
may laugh behind his back yet 
Hurricane’s local knowledge 
proves crucial at the climax. 

Cynda Williams casts an enig¬ 
matic spell as Fantasia; Bill Paxton 
(the sheriff) exudes small-town bon¬ 
homie; and co-writer Thornton 
makes die explosive Ray someone 
to avoid at all costs. Not everything 
is perfect Franklin still has a few 
directorial .kinks to iron out But if 
you want a riveting thriller with 
fiesh-and-biood characters, some 
film noir fatalism, and a tasty 
Southern atmosphere. One Falx 
Move has no current competitor. 

For sheer visual perfection, this 
■ week’s choice must be The Ox. the 
first film solely directed by one of 
the world’s best cameramen. Sven 
Nykvist. Stare in wonder at the 
snowy Swedish locations: have you 
ever 9een images with such crisp¬ 
ness and depth? Yet the beauty 
created by Nykvisfs collaborator 
Dan Myhrman takes second place 
to a strong, involving story. 

The Ox has the stark force of a 
Swedish sflent film or a rural 
melodrama by D.W. Griffith. In, 
the 1860s, a drought-wracked de¬ 
cade. a desperate farmer kills his 
neighbour's ox for food. Suffering 
mounting guilt, he confesses, and 
gets life imprisonment in a hell¬ 
hole drained of colour. Now his 
struggling wife is tested: should she 
commit adultery and save herself 
and her baby, or starve? 

In his sensible script co-written 
with Lasse Summanen. Nykvist 
(see interview, below) avoids all 
frills and keeps words to a mini¬ 
mum. Bui the cast need no reams 
of dialogue to convince. A few 
scowls from Max von Sydow, a 
pastor in mutton-chop whiskers, 
and your marrow is drilled- An 
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Miracle man despite himself: Steve Martin in full flow as conman preacher Jonas Nightengale, in Richard Pearce’s Leap of Faith 


anguished stare from SteQan 
Skarsg&rd. the luckless husband, or 
Ewa Froling. the wife left in the 
lurch, and your heart is pierced. 

Other Bergman alumni appear 
Liv Ullman portrays a farmer’s 
wife. EriandJosephson a pedlar. As 
a director. Nykvist never approach¬ 
es the heights scaled by his master 
(he photographed 18 Bergman 
films), bur The Ox still offers 
rinemagoers something its hard- 
pressed characters never enjoy; a 
square meaL 

Most of the people in Paris Is 
Burning scarcely eat property: what 
money they scrounge goes towards 


dresses for New York drag balls. An 
abbreviated version of Jennie Liv¬ 
ingston’s excellent documentary 
appeared on television —Arena — 
force years ago (foe BBC supplied 
some funding); but this half sad. 
half exuberant trip through the 
underbelly of New York's gay scene 
cries out for a cinema audience. 

“It’s like crossing into Wonder¬ 
land. going through the Looking 
Glass." one ball-goer says. Like 
Carroll’s creation, this Harlem 
Wonderland, peopled by blacks. 
Latinos and the poor, has its own 
rules and language. Ball entrants 
choose categories such as Butch 


Queen. Town and Country, or Exe¬ 
cutive Realness — ‘realness" being' 
foe ability to blend and look exactly 
like their straight counterparts. 

There is a bitter irony here, foe 
these dispossessed souls dress up to 
imitate ihe mainstream society thai 
casts them out But the people 
Livingsion met during shooting in 
the late Eighties seem oblivious: for 
them the catwalk’s spotlight is an 
that matters. The linkup ranges 
from veteran drag artist Dorian 
Corey ("If everybody went to balls 
and did less drugs, rt would be a fun 
world, wouldn't it?") to a naive 
teenage elf called Venus, plainly on 


course for a tragic end. They are 
thought-provoking company, and 
Livingston proves a most sympa¬ 
thetic guide. 

If you want your spirits de¬ 
pressed. try sitting through Best of 
the Best 2. While Eric Roberts 
wastes his talent as a karate 
instructor determined to avenge a 
preening hulk for his pal's death, 
the soundtrack resounds with a 
sickening symphony of brutal 
blows, crunched bones and buried 
heads. What kind of world is it that 
accepts mindless brutality in the 
name of entertainment? The an¬ 
swer is dear the world we live in. 



Finding a place for 
Christ at Easter 


Cinematographer Sven Nykvist on location for his solo directorial debut The Or (reviewed above) 


TroeH's The Emigrants, about foe 
people who emigrated at foe time 
of the great famine — a quarter of 
foe whole Swedish population, 
most of whom landed up in 
America. 1 wanted to talk about foe 
people who stayed, foe people who 
couldn’t scrape together foe price of 
a steerage ticket, and had to find 
some way to survive at home.” 

The film was made in foe 
countiyside of Smaland where the 
real-life events took place. “1 used to 
spend all my summers there when f 


. was a bery. J think the place was 
rather a shock for my New York 
producer, Jean Doumanian. It was 
autumn and already veiy cold, and 
darkness fen vety eaity. The crew 
was living in a little village in foe 
middle of endless forests. We shot 
in cottages where there was only 
room for the actors, director, cam¬ 
eraman and operator.” 

Nykvist is such a gentle, diffident 
man that it is hard to imagine him 
doing anything so inherently impo¬ 
lite as directing. Clearly, though. 


ROCK CONCERT: Alan Jackson 

Club membership is set to rise 


in its 1991 critics’ poll, and his 
hand’s independent release 
Everclear one of foe five lop 
albums. Four previous AMC efforts 
Sid one live solo set were equally 
deserving, but suffered from being 
released on an assortment of smafi 
iihels. each with promotional bud- 
Lee to match their lowly status 
Siihin foe wider record industry. 

However, their recent signing to 


the now corporate major Virgin has 
provided the necessary musde to 
launch foe band properly at Brit¬ 
ain’s grown-up pop consumers. 

Yet ar the Astoria in London, on 
this last night of abrief British tour, 
foe American Music Club 
emphasised foe extent of their 
collective history by reaching into 
the past for much of foe material. 
As a songwriter. Eitzel's particular 


gift lies in capturing moments of 
epiphany within human relation¬ 
ships in the fiat economical yet 
inspired style familiar from foe 
work of the late Raymond Carver. 

As a performer, meanwhile, he 
uses his big, bruised voice bravely, 
his unruly gestures and stance 
underlining a seemingly artless 
sincerity- The musical settings 
range from Weak torch songs to a 


The Ox was above all a collabor¬ 
ation with intimate friends, most of 
whom have shared foe Bergman 
experience and who happen to be 
the most distinguished actors in 
Scandinavia. Nykvist’s modesty 
does not preclude reverence and 
laving respect in his collaborators. 

"Over foe years”, he is reported 
as saying, “1 have learned quite a 
bit from working with so many 
talented directors.” Many of than 
would readily admit that they had 
learned quite a bit from him, too. 


slightly malevolent-sounding coun¬ 
try and western. 

Material from 1987's album 
Engine — the wonderful "Night 
Watchman” or " Gary’s Song ", on 
which bassist Dan Pearson provid¬ 
ed exquisite harmonies— emerged 
particularly strongly, but "Grati¬ 
tude Walks”, “I've Been a Mess” 
and foe forthcoming tingle “John¬ 
ny Mathis’s Feet”, ail from foe new 
album. Mercury, showed that 
blend of humour, pathos and 
insight which makes the AMC such 
a convincing proposition. Ap¬ 
proaching 2.000 people, this was 
apparently the biggest audience 
they bad played to: not for long. 


A VAST bronze figure of Christ, 
created by foe sculptor Dame 
Elisabeth Frink, will be unveiled in 
Liverpool Anglican Cathedral this 
Sunday, Easter Day. Standing 14 
feet tall, and weighing half a ton. 
the figure will be placed over the 
Great West Door, filling a niche 
that has stood empty since the 
cathedral was completed in 197S. 

Frink was commissioned to pro¬ 
duce a figure that would illustrate 
the text from St Matthew's Gospel: 
“Come unto me all that travail and 
are heavy laden and I will refresh 
you”. She says that she wanted to 
produce a “strong Christ with a 
primitiveness, an ancientness, yet 
with compassion in the faith.” The 
Bishop of Liverpool David 
Sheppard, says that “foe cathedral 
architect Sir Giles Gilbert Scott 
would recognise that Elisabeth 
Frink has captured in sculpture 
what he achieved in architecture: 
an experience that changes our 
understanding of reality." 

Role-ing stock 

THIS one will run and run. The 
1993 Barclays New Stages Festival 
opens not in a theatre but on a 
steam train. Umn Gaza’s “multi- 
media performance journey”. The 
Joy of Return, will be enacted 
nighttyfrom May 11-22 on board 
foe Bluebell Railway in Sussex. The 
audience can “experience foe rare 
sensation of steam travel" while 
watching a spectacle that "uses 


ARTS 

BRIEFING 


music, film, speech and dance — 
including a Busby Berkeley routine 
— to create a vision of a once- 
powerful and exotic culture in 
decline.” Does that mean British 
railways, or British theatre? 

• IF YOU don’t like science fic¬ 
tion, stay away from the Channel 
Islands this weekend. More than a 
thousand authors, artists, dealers 
and agents gather on Jersey today 
for the five-day European Science 
Fiction Convention and the an¬ 
nouncement of the ESFS Awards, 
the Oscars of science fiction. 

Last chance... 

THEY say foe old ways are still the 
best, and the Quireboys would be 
the first to agree. For a straightfor¬ 
ward celebration of the old-fash¬ 
ioned rock’n’roll lifestyle, tinged 
with the occasional, manly regret, 
their show takes some beating. 
Frequently and fairly likened to 
vintage Rod Stewart and foe Faces, 
their gravelly vocals, chugging 
guitar and barrelhouse piano have 
a timeless, high-rolling flavour, a 
tour to promote the album Bitter 
Sweet And Twisted ends tonight at 
Newport Centre (0633 259676). 


Max Von Sydow 
Ewa Fr tiling 
Si ell an Ska regard 
Erland Josephson 
IJv UUmann 
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LONDON 

GE0RG4AVKEEFFEAMMES 
lURRELL' An odd mating al the 
Haywsd GaUety brings together a 
renrjspecttveot Georgia O'Kcefle 11887- 
1966). ctasa associate ot SwtgBfc, 
teadrig figure ot the American avaril- 
garde, and haunfr^j painter ot large 
Homer prcturw and Gasan scenes firm 
the southwest, and James Tunei! {bom 
1943), whonarKsmpuetgM For Has 
show TutsI has created three new 
mstalaaore. m wtucn cokued bgts 
cortrois and transforms the interior 
spaces tomagtc^antJ sye-deceivtng 
eflea. The OKaefie Is tfts first 
important shewing outside America. 
Haywar d GaHery. South Bank. SEi 
1071 -93! 0873). 0a*y. 10am-6pm (Tuss. 
Wad to 8pm). Opens today ur*l June 
27 (Dosed Good Friday) 

PELLEAS ET MEUSANDE: With 
Claudia Abbado a the helm the Royal 
Opera otters an engrossing end tuning 
pfertormen:*- o< Debussy's intense 
masterpiece. Any reservations about 
Ihe urnSsOngutohed staging are swept 
away by Uie smgmg of Frederica von 
Slade and Fram^re Le Hoia (In the Utle 
rote3) and Vidor Braun (Gotaud) 

Royal Opera House. Cement Garden. 
WC21071-2401066/1911), 730pm. 

BBC SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA: 
AKstander Lazarev conducts John 
Tavener's The ftoeaeang Vei and 
Tchatovsky* Symphony No 6 
"PaihOtique" Iceftst Raphael Wsufisdi 
is the soloist] 


□ CHATSKY- Cohn Firth dtehas out 
the sptewn as the horror oIGntoywteVs 
Mter comedy. Clever staging ot 
Arthony Burgess's translation though 
rf» play hardy ives up toes Russon 
lepufetion as a malar classic 
Almeida, AfcneMa Street, HI 1071 -359 
4404) Mon-Sat, 8pm. mat Sat. 4pm 
I40nwts. 

B CITY OF ANGELS: Top quaity 
Lanv Getbart/Cy Coleman musical, 
packed with wit, sat in LA aid the 
world of rho pnvae eye movie 
Prime oJ Wales. Crwentry Street. W1 
(071-639 5972) Mon-Sal, 7JOpm, mate 
Wed. SaL 2.30pm. ISOmets 

B CRAZY FOR YOU: Ttaffngly 

new version ot the Gershwin 
musical Oct Crarv. Exceptional 
era enammere value 
Prince Edward. Old Compton Street, 
W1 (071-734 89511 Mon-Sat, 7 45pm. 
mats Thun. Set. 3pm iSOmlns 

□ CYRANO DE BERGERAC Rot-an 
undsay looks nght as the nasalty 
chaBenged hem but the production s 
loo Cutting lo pve enough room lo the 
tu* poignancy ol hs fate. 

Theatre Royal. Haymari-A SWt (071- 
930 3800) Mon-Sal 7 30pm. mats Wad 
and Sal, 230pm. iBOrrtre. 

□ THE DEEP BUIE BEA. Pendope 
Wilton the victim ot unsatisfactory men In 
Ratbgan's weH^siaged but so oW- 
teshmned drama 

ApoSo. Shaftesbury Awerue. Wt (071- 
49450701 MovFrt. 7.45pm. Sal Bpm. 
mau Wed, 3pm. SaL 4pm. 140rrarB 

□ THE GIFT OF THE GORGON. 
Blazing performance by Judi Dench m 
combat with Michael Pemfrvgton m 
Peter ShaHer'a RSC success tackling the 
themes ol tusdoe and lamote revenge. 
Wyndham's, Chaong Cross Road, 

WC2 (071 -6671116). Mon-Sal 7.45pm. 
mat SaL 3pm I65mms 

□ THE IMPORTANCE OF BEING 
EARNEST. Maggie Smith commands 
the brittle worid ot lost handbags n ttw 
elegant revival With Aim Jennmgs. 
Ricnyrd E Gram. Margaret Tyzack 
Aldwych. The Aldwych. WC2 (071-836 
6404) Mon-SaL 7 30pm, mats Wed, Sat, 
230pm. 

B THE INVISIBLE MAH' Not tw cosy 
a venue as ns bm hptBce n Stradcrd East 
but the show is as icAy as ever 
VaudotriOc. Strand. WC2 (071-636 
9967) Mon-SaL 7 30pm. mats Wad. Sat, 
2pm ISOmmc 


NEW RELEASES 

♦ JUNGLE BOOK CUl: Disney's most 
endearing cartoon o( the Sirtias wthv. 
tunetu. with a wOnderU ane-up ot 
lung!" 'diaraoers irtspred by KjpSng 
MGM Chelsea (0.1-35350961 MGM 
Haymarkef 1071 -839 1527] MGM 
Oxford Street (071 -826 0310] MGM 
Trocadero (07t-434 0031) Odoom: 
Kensington (0436 914666) Marble 
Arch (0426 914501) Ua WhReleys 
(071-7SC 3332). 

MR NANNY (PG)' Hi* Hogan acts as 
nanny to a bnftanl inventor's problem 
kids Overly vtolert vehlcte tor tfw 
wrestling gtanL Director. Michael 
GoTttab 

MGM Haymarfeet (071 -839 1527) 

MGM Trocadero (071 -434 0031) 
Odoon Kensington (0426 914686) 

NJGHT OF THE LIVING DEAD 1)81 
Unnecessary remake at George 
Romero's shoestmg classic of 1968. 
Tom Sovml directs Tony Todd and 
Patnca Telman. 

MGM Chelsea (071-352 5096] MGM 
Oxford Street (071-638 0310) MGM 
Trocadero (071 -434 0031) 

THE QUINCE TREE SUN (U). Spanish 
artist Antonio LOpez strives to capture a 
qunceow on canvas Magical 
mediation on art and nature from Vktut 
Ence. director ot The Sfcwrt of the 
Beehive 

Renoir (071-637 8402) 

THEBH-ENTTOUCH (15)' Music 
student Lothfflre Bkiteau haps 
i*?|Uvhv£e crusty composer Max von 
Sydow. Fetching comic table abou 
music and tow's regeneraUw powers 
from Krzysztof ZbnussL 
Curzon Mayfair (071 -465 8665). 

♦ SPUTT1NG HEIRS (12) Ercldte 
seeks to retrieve his dukedom from 
American usurper Rk* Morarss 
Lamentable British comady. wtth 
Barbaa Hershey. Catherine ZSa Jones, 
D red or, Robert Young. 

Barbican (071 -638 8891) Camden 
Parkway (071 -267 7034) Empfee (071 - 
437 1234/497 9999) MGM Baker 
Street (071-935 977?) MGM FuAam 


TODAY'S EVENTS 


A daily guide to arts 
and entertainment 
compiled by Karl Knight 


Festival HaU, South Bank, ai (071- 
328 8800). 730pm. 

HANDEL’S IES8IAH: Tho CSty ol 
London SWonia Joins forces with the 
JoyM Company at Singere, aopreno 
Melanie Amwasad, comatto Yvonna 
Howard and tenor Andrew Tirsa tor a 
linety pertotmmOB tt Handers great 
oratorio Arktan Leaper conducts. 
Barbican. S* Sheel EC2 (071-638 
8831), 750pm. 

THE ROBBERS' A rare production ol 
Sender's Iks! play, packed with idealism 
and revokittonary tervocr 
Grace atttw Letctanere, 503 
Battersea Park Road. SW11 (07?-228 
2820). Mon-Sal Bpm, intfl May 1. 

REGIONAL 

ALDBBHOT: Simon Lana. Andrew 
Court. Brian Hcwrete and Nicoletle 
Brtmri show off their sotoiatc prowess 
wifi the Bou nwraot il t r Skifunl eCU n 
Wyatt's Concertos to A minor and B 
rmar. David HB aiao conducts suites by 
Bach and HendeTs Muse for the Reytrf 
nrBUOfXS. 

Prtnca*s Hafl, Barack Rood (CES2 
29155). 8pm. 


THEATRE GUIDE 


Jeremy lOn pa toote aaaoaam ant 
of the atre ahowkig In London 
■ House fuH, returns only 
E Some seats ovaBabie 
□ Seals at Ml prices 


B KISS OF THE SPIDER WOMAN: 
Tremendously glossy production rt the 
KandBf A Ebb musical based on 
Manuel Pug’s novel. A new cast takes 
over led by Amencui actress Babe 
Neuwvth. 

Shaftesbury. Shaftssbuy Avenue. 
WC? (071-379 5399). Mon-SaL Bpm. 
matt. Wed. Sal 3pm. I60mln&. 

□ THE LAST YANKS: Subtle end 
fouchng Arthu MSer premiare: Margot 
Leicester. Peter Dawson load a quarter 
ol mtfcte-agad Americana troubled by 

malaria! success. 

Young Vic, 66 The Cul, S£1 (071-928 
6363). Mon-SaL Bpm, mats Wed, Sat, 
230pm. 75mln9. 

□ LOST M YOfWERS- Temfic 
performance by Rosemary Harris In a 
Neil Simon comedy more wagtty than 
usual. Maureen Lipman givas good 
value as a loopy ail 

Strand. Aldwych, WC2 (p7l -930 8800). 
Mon-SaL 730pm, mats Wad. Sa. 
230pm. 160rmns. 

B MISERY: JuOaT Watere and Nigel 
Le Vaiaare in nonsensical but chdng 
production of Stephen King's tfxffler. 
Criterion, PrccatHly Outs. W1 (071- 
839 4488). Mon-Sot. 8pm. mars Wed, 
3pm. Sal 4pm. tSOmins. 

□ MURDER IS EASY: But an 
andquatod Agatha Ctuslie adaptation a 
haafy worth dong. 

Duka of York's, St Marin s Lena, VfCZ 
(071-8365122). Mon-Sat. Bpm, mats 
Thus. Sal 3pm 140mlns. 

□ MO MAN'S LAND: Paul Eddington 
and the aithor n tensa. sharply comic 
Pinter Riveting stud 

Comedy, Panton StreeL W11071-867 
1045). Mon-Sal Bpm. mats Thus, 3pm, 
Sa, 5pm. 130mins. 

□ ON THE PISTE: John Godber-s 
sSght but amusing look at partner 
trouble in a downmarket ski resort. 
Garrick. Champ Cross Road, WC2 


CINEMA GUIDE 


Geoff Brown's asse s s m ent of 
flbns In London and (where 
indicated with the symbol ♦) 
on retaase across the country 


Road (071-3702636) MGM 
Trocadero (071-434 0031) UCI 
Whfteteys (071-792 3333 

USED PEOPLE (12): VW1 Jewish 
widower Shetey Madeira accept 
Marcello Mastrwannrs advances? 
Queasy comedy romance, made 
washable by fc cast Director. Beeban 
Kdron 

Odeon Kaymarfcet 10426 915353). 

CURRENT 

CRUSH (15): knpressnra, p*ing Now 
Zealand table about sexual power 
games; a first featus Irom Aison 
Maclean. With Marm Gay Harden. 
Donogh Rees, Caitin Bossley 
Chelsea (071-351 3742/3743) Metro 
(071-437 0757). 

♦THECRYING GAME (IB): IRA 
gunman becomes obsessed wth a 
hostage's grttriend Bead. powertU Nel 
Jordan film that (alters A the dose. Stare 
Stephen Rea. Forest Wtvtaker, Jaye 
Davidson. Mranda Hehardaon. 

Plaza [071-437 1234/497 9999) Renoir 
(071-B37 8402) 

♦ FOREVER YOUNG (PG): Test pM 
frozen far 50 years awakes and searches 
tor true lore Endeamg otd-fashtoned 
fantasy, with MeJ Gteon. Jamie Lm 
C unts. Director, Steve Miner. 

MGM FuBiam Road (071 -370 26361 
MGM Haymariart (071-8391527) MGM 
Oxford Street (071-636 0310) MGM 
Trocadero [071-434 0031) ua 
Whltetoya (071 -792 33321. 

♦ HOFFA (15): A star mm by Jack 
Nicholson as a labour leader with mob 
connections, but a dull David Msmel 
script. Director. Danny DeVito 


BIRMINGHAM. The City of 
Birmingham Symphony Or ch a atn i 

ones an al-Mozari concert compfstrg 
Symphony No 3D, Quintet Hi Eilat for 
piano and rends, and the Ptano 
Concerto'm C (with Robn Lam). Smon 

Rente conducts. 

Symphony HaU. Broad Street (Q21- 
212 3333). 7 30pm. 

EDINBURGH: The ScoHtafi Chamber 
Orchestra performs Bach's Sf John 
Passion with an impressive Hneup ol 
aototets nctudmo JohnAtert. Aineiey 
(Evangoist). Rerar Rose (Chnstua), 
sopreno Lyme Dawson, countertenor 
Timothy Witeon. lenorRIchardEdger- 
WKamo and bess Michael George Sr 
Chutes Mackenes conducts. 

Uatwr HalL Oak Sheet (031-668 
2019). 7.45pm. 

LEATHERHEAD: Peter Bowles, 

Pamela Hodge, MHam Karin, Ernest 
Ctwk to Peter HaTs revival of another 
Ratltgan, Septette Tames. 

TbonKSre. Church Street (0372 
377677). Opens tortgK, 8pm, than Mon- 
Wed. 7110pm, Thus-Sat. 8pm. mate 
WBd. 230pm, Sffl, 4pm. 

SCARBOROUGH. The season opens 
with Tom Bane's Feed, Matcofin 
Hebden ptays an aidert Vartaly 8ter 
encouraged by tes nuse to recal the old 
days. From April 21 1 plays h rapertore 
with 77» fitorman Conquests. 

Stephen Joseph Theatre to the 
Round (0723 370541). Previews eves, 

7 30pm; opens Apr 14.730pm. then 
Mon-Sal 730pm. 


(071-494 5085) Mon-Sal 8pm. mats 
Thura. 3pm, Sal 4pm. I35rmns 

B PLAYLAND: Athol Fuganfs two- 
hander white man and Mack man, 
loitering outede a fairground, haul up 
their past and hint tt the future. BiJids to 
an eloquent dmax. 

Dorensr Wtechouee, Eartham Street. 
WC2 (071-8671150). Mon-Sal 8pm. 
mate Thus, 3pm, Sm. 4pm. 90min&- 

□ TRAVELS WTTH MY AUNT John 
Wefa. Wiuam Gaum. Richard Kane and 
Christopher Gae pby al 26 ports to 
Giles HavergaTscutetog adaptation ol 
Graham Greina's novel 
WNtehafl. WtWShal, SWT (071-867 

1119). Mon-Fri. ftm SaL 8.15pm. mtts 
wed. 3pm, Sat. fiim I40mtos. 

□ TRELAWNY OF THE *WELIJS\ 

Helen McCaxy a fine herane in goodsh 
though sometimes slow staging by 
John Card 

Htttonat (OMer). Sodh Bank. SE1 
(071-9282252). Tonight Set. Mon-Tuaa, 
7.15pm. mas Sal Tun 2pm. 

I90mins 

■ UNIDENTIFIED tftJMAN 
REMAINS AND THE TRUE NATURE 
OF LOVE Sex. selfishness and aerial - 
murtfor secreting production of 
Canarian Brad Fraser's play. 
Ha mpa to adL Avenue Road. NW3 (071- 
722 9301) . Mon-Sal Bpm. mat Sal 4pm. 
14CJmns. Finelweek. 

LONG RUMNH91S: B Btood 
Brtthers: Phoenix (071-8671044) 

B Buddy: Vfctorta Palace (071-834 
1317). :BCat*iNewLmton(07l- 
405 0072]... □Don’t Drees for 
Dinner Duchess (071-494 6070) 

B Ffra Guys Named Mok Lyric (0H- 
494 5045).. □ Hay Fever Atoary 
(071-867 1115)... □ An Meal 
Husband: Globe (071-494 5085) 

B R Rune in the Fandhp Playhouse 
(071-839 4401) ...□ Joseph aid the 
Amazing Technicolor Draanxoet 
PaLxftjT) (071-494 5037) ■ Lee 

Mtedrabtae: Palace (071-434 0909) 

B MISS Saigon. Theatre FtoyaL Drury 
Lane(071-494 5400) ..DTIw 
Mousstm: SiMartm'e (071836 
1443) . ■ The Phantom of the 
Opera. Her Maiesty's [071-494 
5400). BStarilgM Express: Apdo 
Victona (071-828 8685) BThe 
Woman In Blacfc Fartma (071-836 
2238). 

Ticket information 9upp(ted by Socraty 
of West End Theatre 


Odoons: Kensington (0426 914666) 
West End (0426 915574) UCI 
WMteieys [071-7923332) 

INDOCHINE (12): Love to a hot 
efimate A tme plot, but Cetheme 
Deneuve and ^xgeous tongas ewiy 
the day. Dredor. R8gis Wargreer. 
Cwzon West End {071 -439 4805) 
Odeon Kensington (0426 914666) 

♦ MALCOLM X (15): Spfce Lae's 
am bilious epic Denzel Washington Is 
sow as the black activist ted prickly 
issues gel attestapped, and there is sale 
etoemme fire. 

MGM Fulham Rood 071 -370 2638) 
MGM Shaftesbury Avenue (071-836 
6279) MGM Trocadero (071-434 
0031) UCI Whltetoya (071-792 3332). 

ORLANDO (PG): Wgtota Woolfs 
exubenan novel about a tree spirit (Tldai 
Swnton) who fives lor 400 years, 
changng se* en route, fitoiad with grete 
aplomb by British director SNIy Potter 
Gate (071-7127 4043) Lunttre (071- 
836 0691) MGM Ctwteaa (071-352 
5096) Screen on the HB (071-435 
3366). 

♦ SCENT OF A WOMAN (15): A blind 
wmy veteran vtaxs New York wkh a prep 
school pup Fartoatang, wfflia 
bam sto mwig star (Al Pacro) and |un a 
few spots ot magic. With Chna 
OTtarel; (tractor, Martto Brest 
Barbican (p71-638 8891) Erqpire 
1071-4371234/4979999) MGM Bator 
Street (071-935 9772) MGM Futwm 
Road (071-370 2636) MGM Trocadero 
(071-434 0031) Screen on the Green 
(071 -226 3520) UCI WWtefoys 1071-792 
3332) 

WIND (PQ: Carrol Balanf.-; vteually 
luxunouj but waiar-toggad drama atxxS 
the America's Cup race. With Mathew 
Modlne.JenmfarGrey. 

Plaza (071-437 1234/437 9999). 

WITTGENSTEIN: Derek Jarman's 
tarty ponraa ol philosopher Ludwig 
Wittgenstein excites tho eye and 
stlmiSares the internet. With Kart 
Johnson. TDda Swinton. 

ICA (071-9303647). 


THEATRE: Benedict Nightingale spies an engaging, provocative entertainm^ 

Kit Marlowe, double agent? 

nnuunmnocD * . \Ii 


QP N ^ - q g gg g PETER WHELAN'S play, the first of 
last season’s Royal Shakespeare Com- 
panys Stratford offerings to hit 
London, should appeal to anybody 
interested in the Elizabethan era. 
Name me another work that brings 
Marlowe. Shakespeare, Kyd. Raleigh, 
the Dark Lady, and assorted 
Walsinghams and Walsingham side- 
kicks simultaneously onto Lhe stage, it 
should also please those who enjoy spy 
thrillers. For somebody like me. whose 
idea of heaven would be lying on a 
beach devouring Le Carry’s Revenger's 
Tragedy, or Ruth RendeQ's Othello, it 
is a pre-vacation vacation. 

Historians have the death of the little 
princes to debate. More general con¬ 
spiracy theorists have the Kennedy 
assassination. Now it is the turn of the 
literati and paranoid cognoscenti- Who 
stabbed Marlowe through the eye, and 
why? After seeing Whelan’s play. I am 
half-indined to suspect that one of the 
shady figures in that Deptford pub was 
Elizabeth I in doublet and hose. Who 
knows, perhaps Marlowe was her son 
by Francis Drake, and had been 
hinting in Tamberlaine ai his imperial 
hopes. Everybody else seems to have 
had a motive — why not she? 

As Whelan presents him, Marlowe is 
a combative atheist for whom the only 
sin is ignorance. Indeed, we meet him 
making Faustian imprecations to a 
deity he mockingly calls Dog. 

As if that were not provocation 
enough, he is a homosexuaL a republi¬ 
can. and the power behind a secret 
society called the School of Night, to 
which Raleigh and others belong. And 
as if that weren’t enough, he is played 
by Richard McCabe as a blend of 
Wilde and Byron, a mix of the 
Kit without his kit; Richard McCabe as a naked Christonher Marlowe dissolute, the fretful and the idealistic 



The School of Night 
The Pit 


on whose caution nobody tan rely. 

So who did it? Jack Klaffs big. 
sensual Raleigh, fearing exposure at a 
rime he desperately warns to regain the 
Queen’s favour? Walsingham's wife. 
Rebecca Saire's venomous Audiy. us¬ 
ing her lover to take revenge on a man 
she feels has corrupted her husband? 
This is a world in which Protestantism 
is battling against a hundred threats, 
real and imagined: it is one where to be 
a double-agent, like Marlowe himself, 
is to be relatively straightforward, and 
even Shakespeare has a hidden 

agenda. . , . _ . 

“Let me not reveal a solution of the 
most satisfactorily ironic, ambiguous 
and modem kind. Enough to say that 
it involves a body swap and a plan to 
spirit Marlowe abroad, but that the 
ancillary aim. which is to pass off his 
subsequent plays as Shakespeare's, 
does not materialise. 

With Marlowe saying things such as 
“Kyd — The Spanish Tragedy . isn't 
ft?", and Walsingham talking of 
“putting a listening-tube" in the Bard's 
bedroom. Bill Alexander’s production 
sometimes comes dose to crossing the 
boundary between sophisticated com¬ 
edy and self-parody. Again, the debate 
between Will and Kit — the one seeing 
art as mirroring nature, the other as 
striving to change it — could fly higher, 
die deeper, or both. Yet somehow the 
play works. What next Cleopatra’s 
vicarious murder of Julius Caesar? 
Rasputin’s survival in the form of 
Stalin? If Whelan were the author, you 


Well worth dusting 
and tracking down 


IN 1909. St John Hankin threw 
himself into a remote Welsh river, and 
his seven plays, none of which was 
considered quite as good as those his 
colleagues Shaw, Granville-Barker 
and Galsworthy were writing, gradual¬ 
ly ceased to be remembered. A photo¬ 
graph in the programme makes him 
look like a Thomas Hardy, old before 
his time—he was not 40 when he died 
— and in a Beerbohm cartoon he could 
be Clem Attlee. But there is a lively 
twinkle in his eyes, and the twinkle of 
life in the dialogue of this, his first 
success, makes his long disappearance 
from the British repertory something 
of a mystery. 

The play's original re-working of 
Luke 15. 11-32 brings a charming 
ne’er-do-well son back from Australia, 
whither his exasperated father has 
dispatched him, to sponge off the 
family. The old man has made a 
fortune manufacturing cheap cloth, 
though ft is his hard-worked mill 
hands who do the actual making and 
we hear die repetitious clatter of their 
looms during the scen&dhanges. Since 
he has hopes erf becoming a Conserva¬ 
tive MP, and his elder son intends to 
marry the daughter of a local baronet 
foe silver-tongued young prodigal, 
Eustace, is able to persuade them that 


The Return of the Prodigal 

Orange Tree, Richmond 


serving his interest will best serve 
theirs. 

This declaration, like all Eustace’s 
dialogue, is invigoratingly free of cant 
and Timothy Watson brings exactly 
the right tone to the role — slightly 
caddish but not offensive, appraising, 
apprehensive, speaking with a vitality 
that seems feverish because of rts 
directness, and now and then permit¬ 
ting himself a catch in the thro at that is 
both self-pitying and self-amused. 

The surrounding characters, family 
and neighbours, are mostly selfish or 
naive, and Hankin sees them with an 
equally dear eye. relishing the heartless 
calculation of the Bracknell-like Lady 
FaringfonL There is even a scene when 
she discovers her daughter (Janine 
Wood) alone with the unsuitable 
young man and all but snaps out foe 
command, “Stella, the carriageT 

The temptation to Bracknellise ft 
must have been considerable, but 
Auriol Smith’s softer delivery is foe 
wiser choice, more suited to foe most 
interesting feature of Lady Faring- 
ford's character, that she knows her 



Brian Hickey and Janine Wood in St John Hankin’s Return of the 
Prodigal at the Orange Tree Theatre, Richmond upon Thames 


dass is dinging on to power by means 
of an elaborate con trick. 

One reason foe play is not so good as 
those of Hankin's more talented 
contemporaries, though infinitely 
more intelligent than most Edwardian 
pfays. is that he keeps unswervingly to 
his single story. There are no support¬ 
ing sub-plots to enrich foe main one. 
and when characters, situation and 
dialogue might profitably introduce 


flourishes, out of the sheer joy of letting 
the talk continue, Hankin reins his 
creativity back. But once again this 
agreeable theatre has revived an un¬ 
justly forgotten British playwright and 
Peter Ledie Wild’s dirKfion, using the 
areas beneath the surrounding gallery 
to give depth to foe groupings, serves 
his dever-tongued author well. 

Jeremy Kingston 


DANCE: John Perrival sees English National Ballet premiere Ivan Nagy’s final commission 


THE full tide of Olga Roriz's new' work 
for English National Ballet is 77ie 
Seven Silences of Salome, and it turns 
out that the lady in question is not only 
silent but absent There is, however, a 
row of seven men across foe front of foe 
stage when the curtain goes up, all 
writhing, slapping, scratching at their 
bare torsos as though hot uncomfort¬ 
able and plagued with insects. 

We are to suppose them seven 
representations of John foe Baptist, 
down in his cell while Salome, some¬ 
where above, pays foe price for his 
head. At the end of the ballet a blood- 
red curtain descends to hide them, and 
just their heads slide through under¬ 
neath ft into our sight 

The main part of foe action is a series 
of seven solos, each man wearing fane/ 


Seven views of a saint 


as death approaches 


dress which he takes 
from wooden boxes. 

Roriz makes all the 
dancers look, good, 
giving them a wider 
variety of steps than 
we often see nowadays, contrasts of 
tone, one to another, fait all driven on 
by the feverish energy and percussive 
force of Antonio Emiliano's specially 
written score. He and the designer, 
Nuno Carinhas, are established col¬ 
leagues of Roriz, FOrtugual's leading 


young choreogra¬ 
pher, and they work 
as with one mind. 

The last commis¬ 
sion of the compa¬ 
ny's former director 
Ivan Nagy, Salome is more contempo¬ 
rary in feeling and approach than 
anything else in ENB’s repertoire. But 
its physical impact overcomes any 
incomprehension audiences might 
feel: the premiere was greeted with real 
warmth at foe Swan in High Wyc- 


Seven Silences 
of Salome 

Swan, High Wycombe 


ombe — an attractive, small modem 
theatre. 

The performance on Tuesday 
opened one of two simultaneous tours 
by ENB groups to towns of foe large- 
oompany circuit (I shall report later on 
the other programme). Another high¬ 
light of the programme was the 
brilliant dancing of Agnes Oaks in the 
showpiece duet from Don Quixote. But 
foe performance of Paul Taylor's 
Aureole which opened foe evening was 
a lamentable burlesque of the real 
thing, showing almost no understand¬ 
ing of the choreographer's style. 

Salome is dedicated by foe choreog¬ 
rapher to the memory of Louis Falco. 
the American choreographer who died 
this month, and sponsored by Portugal 
600. 


<P 
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market 



memories 


Almost a year after her death, Marlene Dietrich is big 
business in reunified Berlin. Denis Staunton reports 


M arketing is easy,” says 
the nightclub manag¬ 
er. "You just do a 
comic routine and, 
wrrne me audience is laughing, you 
hit them with the merchandise.” 
With that he breaks open a number 
of wooden boxes, each one housing 
a small, medium or large Marlene 
Dietrich doll. Meanwhile, a huge 
helium-filled model of the actress 
nses up behind him. 

TTus snooty view of the marketing 
of Marlene comes from Sag 
mir wo die Blumen sind ~ 
(Where have all the Dowers 
gone), a new musical about 
Marlene Dietrich's life which is 
itself probably the most aggres¬ 
sively marketed show Berlin 
has seen. Posters of a Dietrich 
lookalike decorate every street 
comer in the dty, the elegant 
cheekbones, smouldering cig¬ 
arette and imploring gaze sug¬ 
gesting saintliness, sex and 
sophistication all at once. 


city's entertainment scene is the 
Wintergarten, a reconstruction of 
the pre-war palace of varieties 
offering the sort of entertainment on 
offer at the turn of the century. 

. The fiasco of Peter Zadek's ver¬ 
sion of Der blaue Engel last year did 
nothing to stop the search for a new 
Marlene in Berlin. Ute Lemper, 
who played the Dietrich rote of Lola 
U)Ia in Zadek’s show, lost her voice 
immediately after the opening 
night, which had been greeted by 


Of 

her 


‘Dietrich is an obvious 
symbol for a dty 
keen to regain its 
position in the world’ 


Almost a year after her death, 
Dietrich is in vogue in Beriin as the 
city roots through its memories in 
search of inspiration for a new 
identity as a major European dty. 
As an international German star 
whose career began in Berlin’s 
heyday of the 1920s, Dietrich is an 
obvious symbol for a dty keen to 
regain its position in the world. The 
fact that she fought against the 
Nazis, once the basis far taunts that 
she was a traitor to her country, is 
now an undisputed bonus. 

It is not that Berliners are shy 
about celebrating the darker chap¬ 
ters of their past Last year's hit 
musical was a show called 
Bombenstimmung, built around 
German hit songs from the Third 
Reich. Audiences yelled for more as 
the old Zarah Leander and Hans 
Albers songs were performed on a 
stage decorated with giant swasti¬ 
kas. The career of Zarah Leander, 
known as "the Nazi siren”, is the 
baas of Berlin's most exciting new 
cabaret act. a one-man show by a 
remarkable 20-yearold called Tim 
Fischer. The biggest success in the 


poisonous reviews. So when the 
impresario Friedrich Kurz said he 
was mounting a musical about 
Marlene. Berlin was delighted. 
Kurz started a revolution m stage 
musicals in Germany with his 
productions of Andrew Lloyd 
Webber shows which he marketed 
in conjunction with hotels and travel 
agents. With characteristic flair, he 
booked the Theater am 
Kurfurstendamm, where Dietrich 
herself had performed in 1928. 
until the end of the year 2000. 

With Terry Hands as director and 
Marvin Laird as musical supervisor. 
Kurz must have felt Sag mir wo die 
Blumen sind was in safe, experi¬ 
enced hands. So he took a risk with 
the casting of Marlene. Frederike 
von Stechow, a 25 j year-old actress 
with one professional engagement 
to her name, was chosen from 
hundreds at public auditions. Berlin 
had found a charming, slightly 
plump, new Marlene. 

But a day before the play was due 
to open it was announced that 
Frederike von Stechow had a tem¬ 
perature of 39 degrees centigrade 
and was forbidden by her doctor to 


sing until further notice. The 
Marlene was to be played 
understudy. Jutta Habicht 
Sag mir wo die Blumen sind 
begins Dietrich's career where she 
liked to begin it herself, with her 
audition for the part of Lola Lola in 
Der blaue Engel. Although Joseph 
von Sternberg is seen to coach her, 
Dietrich seems already folly formed 
as a cool, elegant film star. 

Familiar songs by Friedrich 
HoDaender provide most of the 
_ music and all 20 songs are 
impeccably performed. But the 
structure of the play is an odd 
one. Scenes from the actress’s 
life are interspersed with scenes 
set in a Berlin nightclub in 
1993. Clumsy political paral¬ 
lels are drawn between 
Germany in the 1930s and the 
1990s so that both fascism and 
today’s xenophobia are ulti¬ 
mately trivialisecL 
Great weight is given to 


recent revelations about Dietrich's 
diverse sexual tastes so dial within 
the first half hour we see the actress 
in bed between her husband and his 
mistress. Yet Dietrich says little 
about love or sexuality, so that the 
Jong parade of male and female 
lovers through the play seems 
indiscriminate and meaningless. 

Dietrich is equally mute on the 
subject of politics, confining herself 
to sad little remarks about the 
beastliness of man and weary quota¬ 
tions from Heine. 

The show coasts through its first 
half warily but intact During Act II, 
however, any semblance of order 
disappears altogether. Whole scenes 
are played out in English with 
German actors with a tenuous grasp 
of the language struggling to imitate 
John Wayne and Orson Welles. By 
the time Edith Fiat played by a man 
wearing a white wedding dress, was 
wheeled out in a wheelchair, the 
press night audience was hooting in 
derision. Before the show opened, 
Friedrich Kurz announced that he 
had already sold 100,000 tickets. So 
perhaps marketing is indeed easy. 
Musicals are not 



Sag mir wo die Blumen sind: Beilin’s most marketed show is a musical life of Marlene Dietrich 


An appetite for design 


S corecards should be pro¬ 
vided at London's latest 
architectural exhibition. 
Here is a revealing opportuni¬ 
ty for the public to fate 25 
leading practices, large and 
small, young and established. 

The winner, hors concours. 
in a dass of his own, is Will 
Alsop. Exhibitors were each 
given an identical table dis¬ 
play case to present one project 
that would explain the art and 
process of design. Alsop re¬ 
belled and laid his for lunch. 

The table mats are dear 
plastic printed with drawings 
of his space-age Hotel du 
Dfepanement in Marseilles. 
Pens, pencils and scalpels 
stand in for knives and forks, 
bottles of rolouri ng for salt and 
pepper. Large rolls of sticky 
tape serve for side plates. 

What catches the eye first 
are the giant x-formed candle- 
sticks — exactly the shape of 
the stilts supporting his new 
debating chamber. 

"The best ideas are often 
generated over meals." says 
Alsop. Even the table napkins 
are folded io look like the 
building. “It was hellish to do 
but 1 found a Victorian book 
on the subject and now they re 
planning to adopr the idea in 
the main potitidans' restau- 


M arcus Burney surveys the submissions 


to an architectural exhibition which gave 


25 leading practices an unusual brief 


rant” he continues: Alsop 
wins because, virtually alone, 
he suggests that tbe process of 
designing a building can be 
fun for all concerned. 

Second prize goes to lan 
Ritchie and his visionary 
project for a spherical plane¬ 
tarium on the river at Green¬ 
wich. Using a marker pen he 
deftly highlights the negative 
responses he initially received 
on all sides: “The National 
Maritime Museum could not 
lend official support to what is 
a highly speculative venture.” 
The series culminates neatly in 
a page from the planning 
committee minutes “recom¬ 
mendation — refuse: commit¬ 
tee decision — approval." 
Ritchie, you feel, will fight your 
battles for you, browbeating, 
or more often charming, the 
opposition into agreement 

Third prize goes to Nigel 
Coates for his new Penrose 
Institute in Tokyo. Here are 
sketches with all the brio of 
fashion drawing, in which the 
creative process takes place at 
high speed in front of you. 


For sheer hxridizy of exposi¬ 
tion a special award has to go 
to Sir Norman Foster. His is a 
smart low-key exhibit of his 
marine simulator now being 
built in Rotterdam. Zn simple 
photographs with captions the, 
practice explains how it will 
analyse the site, explore the 
opportunities and design the 
building. The quality of think¬ 
ing and-the nature of the 
service you wlQ receive is 
crystal dear. 


R on Herron gives a taste 
of the way architects 
work by introducing a 
desk-top terminal which, at 
the press of a burton, flashes 
up reports of every phase of his 
latest Japanese project, like a 
film script 

Allies and Morrison cleverly 
manage to convey the message 
that they will take pains over 
even the smallest commission, 
using space with all the inge¬ 
nuity of yacht builders. The 
design for a modest family 
house is laid out like a kit of 
parts, which is far more attrac¬ 


tive than the usual dry plan 
and elevation. 

The president of the Royal 
Institute of British Architects. 
Richard MacCoraiac, conveys 
a strong simple message with 
his new telecommunications 
college for the Cable & Wire¬ 
less group at Coventry: even if 
your requirements are for rows 
of evenly spaced identical box¬ 
es he will think of a way of 
making them graceful. 

Who rates a fail? Alas. 
Jeremy Dixon and Edward 
Jones have made the fetal 
mistake of arguing with the 
question. Their exhibit is an 
elegant homily on why ft is not 
possible to describe the art or 
the process of design in the 
sparc available. 

Nick Grimshaw also adopts 
a throw-away approach, ex¬ 
hibiting little more than a 
series of metal castings for his 
dramatic new Western Morn¬ 
ing News building at, Plym¬ 
outh. Grimshaw enthusiasts 
will latch on at once but if you 
don’t know what a glazing 
boss is you're completely 
stumped. 


• Art of the Process is at the 
RIBA, 66 Portland Place , 
London W1 [071-5SO 5533 ) 
until April 16. 
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RIBA exhibitors were 


—projects in an identical table display case: Will Alsop laid the table for hutch 


LONDON CONCERTS 


o 


ne of the most colour¬ 
ful and flamboyant 

conductors in the busi¬ 
ness. Gennadi Rozhdest¬ 
vensky is hugely entertaining 

to watch in action. Directing 
die London Philharmonic in 
Rimsky-Korsakov’s lavish 
score Scheherazade, he imitat¬ 
ed the playing of a harp for a 
series of ripples on that instru¬ 
ment, while a twirl of the 
baton served to elicit a shim¬ 
mering figure on the strings. 

After muscular Honegger 
and intense Shostakovich in 
the first half, it all sounded 
luxuriously relaxed. Some¬ 
thing of an illusion, no doubt, 
since die Rimsky had appar¬ 
ently had next to no rehearsal 
—this orchestra has not played 
it recently either — and 
Rozhdestvensky's gestures are 
often enigmatic to the point of 
uriinteUigihilay. Thai such vir¬ 
tuosity can be taken for grant¬ 
ed — and the score is a 
showpiece for orchestral play¬ 
ers both individually and col¬ 
lectively — is a tribute to die 


Master 
of grand 
gesture 


LPO/Rozfadestvensky 
Festival Hall 


ability of British players to 
produce the goods with 
miminum preparation. 

Solos from alia oboe, trum¬ 
pet, trombone and clarinet all 
Stood out impressively, while 
the violin solo of guest leader 
Duncan Riddell depicted a 
silky, sinuous heroine storytell¬ 
er. The final section was not 
without its mishaps, but these 
were eclipsed try the generally 
brilliant execution. 

If there was more tension 
evident in Shostakovich's Vio¬ 


lin Concert No I. that was 
partly because of the nature of 
the work itself, and partly' 
because the soloist Lydia 
Mordkovitch, was standing in 
for Salvatore Accardo at short 
notice. But it was a perfor¬ 
mance that was able to com¬ 
bine roughness with the calm 
introspection that also features 
prominently in the work. 

The Honegger Was a little- 
known work called Horace 
victorieux. Described by the 
composer as a “mimed sym¬ 
phony”. it immediately pre¬ 
ceded the better-known King 
David in his output and was 
based on Livy’s account of the 
struggle between die Horatii 
and the Curiarii. Rozhdest¬ 
vensky's dynamic reading 
showed it to be vintage Ho¬ 
negger angular themes, abra¬ 
sive textures, but rising to 
moments of almost cinematic 
pictoriaiism, with soaring 
horn themes and swirling 
harps and strings. 


Bahry Millington 


Robots with strings attached 


H ow many string quar¬ 
tets can claim to have 
performed with Kate 
Bush and the Pet Shop Boys? 
How many, for that matter, 
would want to? Even in a 
generation of classically 
trained musicians for whom 
broad appeal has become an 
obsession, the Balanescu 
Quartet stand out as compul¬ 
sively edectic 

Their latest project — quar¬ 
tet arrangements of songs by 
the group Kraftwerk — seems 
almost heroically miscon¬ 
ceived. The Dussddorf-based 
pioneers of witty, futuristic 
techno-pop have spent 20 
years perfecting a form in 
which machines do ail the 
talking. Pursuing twin fasci¬ 
nations with technology and, 
dance, they have outlived tbeir 
more ludicrous contemporar¬ 
ies by constantly refining the 
specific -possibilities of their 
chosen electronic medium. 

There is obvious potential 
for irony and pathos in restor¬ 
ing the human touch to these 
wry industrial soundscapes. 
But the string versions by the 
Balanescus, even when played 
as spiritedly as th^were here, 
can do little more than repli¬ 
cate the melodic content of the 
originals (the aspect which 
owes most to the sound of 
conventional instruments!, 
while making a brave stab at 
some of die more startling 
effects the infinite rhythmic 
subtleties and dynamic varia¬ 
tions of a studio full of synthe¬ 
sizers elude them. The use of 
sound projections, a light 
show and some portentous bits 


Balanescu Quartet 
Queen Elizabeth Hall 


of sculpture only added to an 
atmosphere already at odds 
with Kraftwerk’s laconic ro¬ 
manticism and deadpan hum¬ 
our. The future hasn't 
sounded as dull as this since 
some time around 1974. 

Despite the “Kraftwerk 
Concert” billing, the new ma¬ 
terial made up only the last 
half hour of the programme, 
which otherwise comprised 
what Alexander Balanescu 
described as a “strange jour¬ 
ney through the musical land¬ 
scape of Germany and 
Austria”, Progress was ham¬ 
pered by grotesquely excessive 
amplification, effective in the 
Kraftwerk but debilitating in 
an indifferent account of Mo¬ 
zart’s Adagio and Fugue in C 
minor, and ftual to the delicate 
charms of Gavin Bryarsfs Die 
letiten Tage for two violins, 
here given its British premiere. 
Only the exhilarating ingenu¬ 
ity of Michael Nyman’s In Re 
Don Giovanni — a piece so 
robust it would survive a 
performance on washboards 
and kazoos — was unscathed 
by its passage through the 
electronic mangle. 

Before the interval, Dagmar 
Krause, German-bom veteran 
of British avant-garde^ rock, 
brought integrity and Intelli¬ 
gence to songs by Brecht, Weill 
and Eisler. In the more famil¬ 
iar items of this repertoire, 
Krause’s limited vocal range 
took her dangerously dose to 


the mannerisms of a thousand 
would-be Lotte Lenyas; but 
elsewhere, in the Eisler songs 
especially, her unfashionable 
insistence that politics means 
passion — a constant of her 
long career — was thoroughly 
persuasive, despite arrange¬ 
ments that were both blander 
and less subtle than the larger- 
scale chamber versions which 
she has retarded. 


Ian Brunskill 


TELEVISION 


Glow by 
glow 


account 


A rock pool at sunset, 
somewhere in Britain. 
As the deep orange rays 
withdraw inexorably from the 
cold black water.' a small 
group of luminous blue shell¬ 
fish, called piddocks, seem to 
whisper among the rocks. Is ir 
the waves that murmur; die 
ripples, perhaps, that talk? No. 
ft is neither, for Lol the 
piddock speaks. “Heard any 
Local Hero music tonight?" 
asks one. with a grunt. “No.” 
snarls another, “Perhaps those 
bloody scientists aren't com¬ 
ing, for once.” “For once, 
yeah." “Yeah." There is a 
pause. The piddocks shuffle a 
bit in the cold sea breeze, 
burrowing into their respective 
rocks for the comfort of relative 
warmth. If they had collars, 
these piddocks. they would 
turn them up. 

“They got Ted last week, you 
know." “No!" There is a 
general intake of breath: “Not 
Ted!" The piddocks shudder 
in a strange unearthly way, the 
friction of flesh against shell 
causing them to light up more 
brightly against the dark. 
“What were you up to last 
night, then?” asks another, 
suddenly, attempting (literally) 
to lighten the tone. “Glowing 
like the blue lamp in Dixon of 
Dock Green, you were, mate. 
Taken a shine to someone?" At 
which tired old piddock innu¬ 
endo. the assembled crowd of 
luminous molluscs groans in 
unison, and forgets immed¬ 
iately about Ted. 

Last night’s QED (BBC 1) 
was all about the piddock. Or 
rather, it was about a middle- 
aged married couple. Jan and 
Robert Knight who have 
made tbe mysterious blue 
blush of the piddock their 
lifetime’s scientific work. 
These “Knights of the Shifting 
Piddock". as the programme 
was tided, made a charming 
subject for an informative and 
sometimes beautiful little film, 
mainly because while their 
professionalism was never in 
question, they seemed to retain 
all the quirky enthusiasm and 
single-mindedness of amateur 
naturalists thrilled with their 
discoveries. In short, they had 
a tendency io light up. 
themselves." 


T 


he point about the pid¬ 
dock is that its luminos¬ 
ity can be harnessed. 
Reduced to a substance called 
Pholasin. it can help in the 
diagnosis of disease, respond¬ 
ing to white blood cells by 
glowing more brightly. This is 
its medical (and therefore 
commercial) use; and if the 
piddock takes off. there will be 
honestly no stopping the 
Knights: they will be million¬ 
aires. QED showed them re¬ 
searching at home in 
Plymouth itheir house is also 
their laboratoiy). visiting a 
recently set-up piddock farm 
in Kent, and then taking their 
prototype blood-analysis kit 
for tests ar a French hospital, 
and getting jolly excited when 
it worked. One fell extremely 
happy for them. 

Only one big question wem 
unanswered. Why does the 
piddock glow in the dark? Is it. 
you know, nudge, nudge, 
what one thinks it is? Robert 
Knight showed how. if you 
took the white fleshy sausage 
out of its shell, unfurled ii and 
spread it out, turned the light 
off and then rubbed it in a way 
that was vividly reminiscent of 
something else, it went all blue 
and glowy. Mrs Knight said 
the process reminded her of 
Aladdin and his lamp, and 1 
suppose you had to believe her. 
but wefl. I don’t know, i didn't 
really- But how do piddocks do 
this business for themselves — 
in the shells, I mean? Do they 
smoke a cigarette afterwards? 
And. well. Jet’s stop beating 
around the bush here: 
goddamit, do they ever fake it? 


Lynne Truss 


BBB 


Royal Festival Hall 
Thursday 8 April 1993 7.30pm 
The BBC Symphony Orchestra play 


JOHN TAVENER’S 

THE PROTECTING VEIL 


with Raphael Wallfisch cello 
also 

Tchaikovsky's Symphony No. 6 

Box Office: 071-9288800 
All seats £9.00 
(concessions £4.00) 
and unreserved 
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40 BOOKS rk 


Nostalgia 

for the 
old order 


After the Cold War, ethnic strife is the 
new threat to peace. Ronald Brownstein 
finds the analyses of two American elder 
statesmen offer little for our comfort 


G eorge Kennan writes 
prose so stately and 
elegant it is easy to 
imagine him compos¬ 
ing in jacket and tie. In his 
fourteenth book, his reserve is as 
stiff as ever. But Around the 
Cragged Hill still crackles with an 
edgy, mournful, even angry, tone. 

Kennan presents this most inti¬ 
mate of his books as a response to 
those critics who have searched in 
vain through his earlier work for 
“something resembling a coherent 
personal and 
political philoso¬ 
phy." His re¬ 
sponse takes him 
from interna¬ 
tional relations 
to his most de¬ 
tailed critique of 
his own nation — 
a country from 
which, he ac¬ 
knowledges. he 
has often felt es¬ 
tranged. In all 
this ambitious, 
sometimes lyri¬ 
cal meditation 
feels like a summing-up — a 
capstone to a remarkable career as 
a diplomat and scholar. And yet. it 
also underscores just how out of 
place Kennan feds in his times. 

Kennan's sensibility has in it an 
Old Testament sternness. His per¬ 
spective is rooted in an unshakeable 
conviction that humankind cannot 
ascend beyond tire flaws in its 
nature. Man. to his eyes, is a 
“cracked vessel" tom between phys¬ 
ical and spiritual impulses, and it is 
best not to expect too much from 
any institution he constructs. Thus, 
the Kennan credo: in domestic, as 
in foreign affairs, leaders are ad¬ 
vised to set their goals modestly. 
The most governments can hope is 


to restrain man’s ignoble impulses, 
not to realise his noblest 
Still for all his astringent scepti¬ 
cism about government's capacity, 
Kennan cannot help but wish his 
own government would confront its 
domestic problems more aggres¬ 
sively. The man who defined the 
US strategy of containment in the 
Cold War sees little to celebrate at 
its end. Indeed, toward die end of 
his ninth decade. Kennan sees little 
to recommend the nation in which 
he lives above the nation into which 
he was bam. 

A true conser¬ 
vative, Kerman 
feels trampled by 
modernity — by 
the speed and 
sprawl of Ameri¬ 
can life, its con¬ 
sumerism and 
impersonality, its 
physical and in¬ 
tellectual pollu¬ 
tion. Even its 
scale horrifies 
him: “We are... 
a monster coun¬ 
try.” he writes, 
and he fieetingly wonders if the US 
wouldn’t be better off divided into 
“a dozen constituent republics’’. 

Taken individually, Kerman’s 
criticisms generally have at least 
some merit But cumulatively they 
distort America's condition. Ken¬ 
nan sees the US evolving away 
from a Jeffersonian essence of 
small self-contained communities. 
But change itself may be America’s 
essence. The very perceptivity to 
new ideas that corrodes the tradi¬ 
tions whose passing Kennan la¬ 
ments also furrows the ground for 
Microsoft, Apple Computer and 
die election of a reform-minded 
president younger than the eldest 
son of the man he displaced. 


AROUND THE 
CRAGGED HILL 
A Personal and Political 
Philosophy 
By George F. Kennan 
Norton. £16.50 
PANDAEMONIUM 
Ethnicity in International 
Politics 

By Daniel Patrick 
MaynHum 

OUP, £17.95 
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Straddling academia and Washington: Kennan (left) puts faith in new regional organisations, wbile Moynihan (right) believes the splintering of states is irreversible 


Though Kennan eloquently makes 
tire case for an older, more struc¬ 
tured America, there is no going 
bade competing with more static 
European and Asian societies, 
America’s best hope for renewal 
remains its openness and capacity 
for creative destruction. 

Like Kennan, Daniel Patrick 
Mqynihan has straddled academia 
and Washington with rare agility. 
But while Kennan has retreated 
from polity-making to scholarship. 
Mqynihan has made the opposite 
journey—from scholar to presiden¬ 
tial adviser to senator. For the past 
quarter century, he has been a 
unique figure in Washington — an 


inspired combination of Harvard 
don and Irish ward heeler. 

Moynihan’s new book, though, 
falls uncomfortably between those 
two worlds. A study of ethnicity in 
international relations. Pandae- 
monium is far more learned than a 
politician’s typical memoriaHsation 
of campaign bromides between 
hard covers. But it lacks a scholar's 
rigour. In this adaptation of a 
lecture he delivered at Oxford in 
1991, Moynihan bounds from the 
contradictions of co mmunis m to 
the fate of Baghdad’s Jews in a 
display more impressive for its 
erudition than its organisation. 

Moynihan’s central message. 


however, is dear, and very Kennan- 
lite ethnic hostilities of die kind 
now devouring Yugoslavia are 
certain to produce more horrors in 
die years ahead, and there may not 
be much the Western nations can 
do to prevent them. 

T he trend toward die frag¬ 
mentation of states that 
has tripled the size of the 
UN since its formation 
appears irreversible, Moynihan 
wntes, and it is not likely drat new 
states defined along ethnic lines 
wfl] have too much sympathy for 
the rights of the minorities still 
within their borders. It is a prospect 


grim enough to justify Moynihan’s 
unmistakable nostalgia for the 
multinational empires that once 
ruled die new countries now per¬ 
plexing die cartographers. 

Assessing the same pattern of 
disintegration, Kennan puts some 
hope in die creation of new 
regional entities that would help 
manage the affairs of newly-created 
states, mneb as the League of 
Nations’ mandates once func¬ 
tioned. Mqynihan likewise calls for 
new international structures to help 
combat the chaos that typically 
acco mp anies die splintering of 
existing states. 

But new international institu¬ 


tions would face the same dilem¬ 
mas as die existing ones — most 
importantly whether to use force 
when ethnic hostilities take flesh in 
atrocities, as in die former Yugosla¬ 
via. On dial immediate question, 
neither Kennan nor Mqyn ihan has 
any new wisdom to offer. Their 
uncharacteristic hesfrance testifies 
powerfully to the difficulty of the 
choices facing the world's leaders as 
die B alkan s suffer through a war 
that daily validates all of Kennan's 
pessimism about human nature. 

The author is a national political 
correspondent for the Los Angeles 
Times. He is presently in Japan. 
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A garden for all thyme 


Jane Owen 


HIGHGROVE 
Portrait of an Estate 
By HRH The Prince 
of Wales 

and Charles Clover 

Chapmans. £20 


H ere is a wolf in sheep’s 
clothing: a prince's Big 
Green Book of rural revo¬ 
lution posing as a pleasant coffee 
table offering. It begins safely 
enough. The Prince of Wales 
retraces his pilgrimage of garden 
making at High grove. The gar¬ 
dens are glorious: a series of formal 
and informal styles woven together 
around Highgrove, illustrated by 
Andrew Lawson’s pictures. 

This gentle territory is inhabited 
by the prince and his garden¬ 
making friends, each of whom 
brought to High grove a favoured 
garden style. The end result is a 
Who's Who of gardening and 
What's What of British garden 
style: neo-Viliandiy formality in the 
kitchen garden (Lady Salisbury's 
influence): cultivated wild mead¬ 
ows along the drive (Miriam Roth¬ 
schild's colourful wildfiowezs); 
voluptuous sensuality for high sum¬ 
mer (a scented rose and herbaceous 
garden), old-fashioned English 
(cottage and woodland gardens 
made under Rosemary Vere/s 
influence) and Sir Roy Strong's 
yew-framed windows looking from 
one part of the garden (o the next 
The royal star turn is an ”... all the 
thyme in the world" garden con¬ 
ceived and planted entirety by 
HRH, despite the disapproval of 
Sir Roy. 

The pictures alone bring inspira¬ 
tion and envy to the heart of almost 
any gardener, and the text tells an 
interesting story of the royal gar¬ 
dener’s victories and defeats. In the 
midst of all this perfection, it is 
comforting to read that the prince 
planted one of his hedges on the 
skew and. barer still, that he was 
not altogether displeased with 
the result a tale of everyday 
gardening folk. 

Today more everyday gardening 
folk are taking the organic route in 
their backyards, so the prince's 
organic message sits easily in the 
first half of the book, which 
concentrates on Highgrove's gar¬ 
dens. Even if he has taken organic 
gardening to its extreme with a 
“sewage garden" extracting dean 
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Wild flowers in the meadow beyond the rose garden at Highgrove 


water fpom the royal sewage by a 
series of pits, reed beds and willow 
plantations. The rest of Highgrove 
gardens are run on better known 
organic methods largely based on 
growing such healthy plants 
(thanks to a healthy soil) that they 
can resist some pest and disease. If 
not, organic remedies are found. 

Apply the same broad prindples 
to fanning, add a few economic 
arguments, and stir in some criti¬ 
cism of the European Commission 
and of the Common Agricultural 
Polity and, suddenly, the prince 
and his co-author Charles Clover 
have an altogether more explosive 
formula, one that wiD no doubt 
irritate some conventional fanners. 
But Clover's father was an intensive 
farmer, so the arguments for or¬ 
ganic fanning axe well vetted and 
thoughtfully explained alongside 
charts and figures which suggest 
that organic farming can be 
profitable. 

Clover is at pains to point out that 
the prince's move to make 
Highgrove organic is a carefully 
thought out and researched strate¬ 
gy. do dilettante whim, while 
admitting that he has some advan¬ 
tages over others, such as the capital 
to finance sturdy and elegant 
fencing quite beyond the reach of 


many farmers’ budgets. He runs 
through some of the finances of the 
Duchy farms attached to High¬ 
grove: the organic thatching straw 
and the grains which can com¬ 
mand a higher premium than their 
conventional equivalents and, 
thanks to new varieties of certain 
crops, die yields of organic crops 
which are relatively high. 

This is seductive subversion. 
According to Clover, the problem 
standing in the way of many of our 
farmers who would like to go 
organic is the changeover cost 
That cost hesuggests, should be 
subsidised by the government 

As if to drive home die hard- 
nosed message, the charming pic¬ 
tures of harrow combs, or of owls 
and other wildlife attracted to 
Highgrove by the wholesome 
hedgerow larders, mingle with 
pictures of expertly-packaged or¬ 
ganic biscuits from Highgrove and 
of a woman plucking a Highgrove 
loaf from a Tesco supermarket 
shelf. Howto have your loaf and eat 
it or (in other words) how to take 
the high moral ground and, appar¬ 
ently. the dough. 

Jane Owen edits the Weekend 
section and is the author of 
Eccentric Gardens (Pavilion). 



Blessed are the 
speech-makers 


Norman and 
why, when John 
F. Kennedy was 
preparing his in¬ 
augural address, 
he instructed his 
speech-writer 
Theodore Soren¬ 
sen to discover 
the secret of its 
enduring suc¬ 
cess. Sorensen’s 
short answer was 
that Lincoln 


Brian MacArthur 

LINCOLN AT 
GETTYSBURG 


By Garry 
mandSdiu 


Wills 


Simon and Schuster. £17.99 
LEND ME YOUR EARS 
Great Speeches in 
History 

Edited by William Satire 
Norton, £25 


wefl as the mili- 
taryrivfl war. 

According to 
Wills, all modem 
political prose 
descends from 
the Gettysburg 
address. Those 
272 words ren¬ 
dered obsolete 
tiie florid oratori¬ 
cal style of Ever¬ 
ett and forged a 


W hen the cemetery for the 
soldiers who fell In the 
Battle of Gettysburg was 
dedicated in November 1863, the 
main speech was delivered by 
Edward Everett, who was president 
of Harvard and considered to be 
the best American orator of his day. 
He spoke for two hours and nobody 
now remembers a word of what he 
said, not even William S afire in his 
new collection of 200 great speech¬ 
es. After Everett’s “oration", a 
byran was sung and then Abraham 
Lincoln, the president delivered 
some dedicatory “remarks”. He 
was interrupted by applause five 
times as he spoke 272 words in 
about three minutes. Yet those ten 
sentences, according to Safire, were 
the best short speech since the 
Sermon on the Mount 
The Gettysburg address is in¬ 
deed the noblest of all American 
speeches; a speech, as Wills argues, 
that used words as weapons of 
peace and which wove a spell that 
has not yet been broken, calling up 
a new nation out of the blood and 
trauma of war. Great ideas are 
made to "grapple naked in an airy 
battle of the mind”, says Wills: the 
Civil War is to most Americans 
what Lincoln wanted it to mean, a 
war against slavery for the equality 
of man. 

That is why its appeal is endur¬ 
ing, why h is still being recorded by 
Margaret Thatcher and Stormin’ 


used short words, which is one of 
Garry Wills’s conclusions, too. al¬ 
though his longer answer comes in 
300 absorbing, scholarly pages 
showing that there was much more 
to its success than plain speech. 

Lincoln was influenced. Wills 
suggests, by the rhetoric of the 
Greek revival, the imagery of the 
rural cemetery movement and the 
influence of transcendentalism, as 
well as his own political experience. 
The Gettysburg address was cer¬ 
tainly not written on the back of an 
envelope. It was drafted and re¬ 
drafted to win the ideological as 


new lean lan¬ 
guage to redeem the first modem 
war. Lincoln was adapting his 
speaking style to the development 
of telegraphy. Roosevelt and Chur- 
chill adapted their oratory to radio 
and were still eloquent, an achieve¬ 
ment that has so far eluded 
contemporary speakers such as 
George Bush or Mikhail Gorb¬ 
achev in the ageof global television. 
With rare exceptions, such as 
Mario Cuomo or Edward Kenne¬ 
dy. it is not politicians but writers— 
notably Salman Rushdie and 
Vaclav Havel — who still manage to 
achieve eloquence when they speak. 


Safire addresses himself mainly 
to an American audience and is 
over-generous to the 20th century. 
Many of his contemporary speech¬ 
es do not bear comparison even 
with such recent orators as Frank¬ 
lin Roosevelt or John F. Kennedy. 
For die English reader there are 
some startling omissions. 

There is no Lloyd George, surely 
the second greatest English orator 
of this century, no Aneurin Bevan. 
no Hugh Gaitskell no Michael 
.Foot Churchill rales only two 
entries (Blood, sweat tofl and tears 
and tire Iron Curtain) and Marga¬ 
ret Thatcher on the Falklands 
factor rates only four pages, against 
ten for Neil Kinnock. one of the 
great contemporary British orators, 
asking why he was die first 
Kinnock in a thousand generations 
to go to university. 

It is easy, however, to carp at any 
anthologist’s selections. Most of the 
great speakers will be found within 
file 950 pages of this handsomely 
produced book and Safire contrib¬ 
utes witty and elegant introductions 
to each of his selections as well as an 
excellent essay on the art of public 
speaking. He can also be forgiven 
for selecting one of his own 
speeches — rt is much better than 
many of the others. 

Brian MacArthuPs Penguin Book 
of Twentieth Century Speeches was 
published last year. 


A messy, biblical and protracted end for us 


T be Killing of the Saints by 
Alex Abella (Mask Noir, 
£7.99). Abe Da’s Los Angeles 
is a city of visionaries, a town where 
the artificial is die norm and only 
dreams are real where whal counts 
is the belief that you can impose 
your vision on everyone else. Ra¬ 
mon Valdez's particular vision is 
that be is a saint in the canon of an 
obscure Afro-Cuban religion and 
when arrested red-handed, after 
robbing a jewellery store and 
massacring most of the witnesses, 
he claims he was merely executing 
his god's wrathful instructions. 

The task of building his shaky 
defence falls m another Cuban 
exDe. a lawyer haunted by ghosts 
from his past These increasingly 
manifest phantoms add a touch of 
magic realism from south of the 
border Garda Marquez meets 
Elmore Leonard, according to one 
American review, not altogether 
accurate as Abella’s sense of vernac¬ 
ular is far more literary than 
Leonard’s. The literary tick-list is 
evident in an affection for the local 
architecture, a fashionable ethnicity 
(de rigueur for the liberal American 
thriller), and atmosphere rather 
than hard plotting. 

For aD the smart writing and 
seriousness with which it tackles 
alternative religion, the narrative 
and romantic interest remain 
souped-up bunkum, but whafs left, 
including a neat slice of Los 
Angeles sub-strata, is still a good 
deal better than the usual micro- 
wave thriller. 



Pr imal Fear by William Diehl 
( Heinemann, £14.99). Diehl falls 
squarely into fire microwave catego¬ 
ry: packaged, instant and with a 
sauce not half as fancy as it 
pretends. This padded-out court¬ 
room drama has the same basic 
. recipe as Abella. today's irrational 
equivalent to the Edwardian 
locked-room mystery, with its proof 
of the impossible. 

A maverick defence lawyer is 
tricked into defending the seeming¬ 
ly indefensible after his client — an 
angelic naif— is found drenched in 
blood, hiding in a bishop’s confes¬ 
sional the result, apparently, of 
despatching the saintly prelate in 
spectacularly gruesome fashion. 
Given file push-button formula, 
one can easCy trace the sources: 
True Confessions, for the corrup¬ 
tion in the dergy: Scott Thurow. for 
the legal eagle stuff: and Thomas 
Harris passim. not vested here in 
file psychopath stakes. But one eats 
it all up. 

Gone by Kit Craig [Headline, 
£15.99). US neuroses over matters 
domestic (dearer now since the 
collapse of its principle foreign 
antagonist) and the erosion of fire 
nuclear family are reflected in 
recent papular culture by a spate of 
weak or absent fathers, and fear of 

vengeful male retribution [d Cape 
Fear). " 

Cone ups the ante by having the 


mother disappear too, so that the 
teenage family of a missing navy 
man decides to fend for itself, 
pretending to the outride that 
nothing is wrong. Observing the 
kids coming to terms with adult 
mysteries fascinates, up to a point 
mom has been kidnapped by 
that popular .bogeyman of 
noir and horror movies — the 
avenging pysdrqpath from the 
past 

Though more thoughtful and 
properly written than the Diehl 
with Diehl you want to know what 



Name of fire Beast by Daniel 
Easterman (Harper/Collins, 
£14.99). Easterman plugs right 
into post-communist anxieties (the 
resurgence of Islamic fanaticism), 
to provide a good old-fashioned 
yam given its edge by the loud 
dang of millenial alarm bells: 
Egypt 1999 and the Antichrist is 
abroad. The land bas fallen to 
extremists who put the population 
to work building a defensive wall 
around the country: whole areas 
are sealed off by plague, death 
squads are seen roaming the 
streets. 

It falls to a plucky Buchanesque 
secret service agent (British) and his 
lover (a beautiful Egyptian archae¬ 
ologist) to bring sense to the 
situation. The set-pieces, such as an 


escape through the sewers from the 
City of file Dead, are done with a 
flair reminiscent of the golden age 
of adventure, but behind them, 
thoe hriks a genuine unease in the 
grim portrait of a civilisation trans¬ 
formed by terror (Easterman is an 
Arabist); and in tbe restating of the 
abiding theme of recent thrillers 
that things are going to get worse. 
Far from the instant nudear holo¬ 
caust once predicted, the end is 
likely to be messy, biblical and 
protracted. 

Evidence of Blood by Thomas 
H. Cook iHarper/Collins, £15.99). 
More screwed-up American men 
drift through this thoughtful thrill¬ 
er whose rather creepy protagonist 
makes a Irving as a true crime 
writer interviewing murderers and 
serial IdOers. Drawn bade home to 
Georgia to investigate file case his 
best friend was working on when 
he died, he is attracted to the dead 
man’s lover and rakes a journey 
into Twin Peaks territory, though 
with doumess replacing David 
Lynch's surrealism. 

Evidence of Blood is notable for 
its guilt-ridden insecurities, to¬ 
wards present and future, but 
particularly the past, shown at first 
to be as idyllic as a Norman 
Rockwell painting, then revealed to 
be a varnish job of corruption, 
cover-up and a string of lies that 
gradually undermines the protago¬ 
nist’s identity. 

Chris Petit 



t 



> 

L 1 











1 


, y>j)i *V i 



993 • 


I 


THE TIMES THURSDAY APRIL 8 1993 







T r 7 


■rVihiv 


- 

7 u?krli- 

' ;v o- 

--T 


. I 


■; ’ . 
•ATtV 




r ' 


IV <4 


Ti p --‘ • 

Vi 


-ir: ■ 

! V..-.-. 




* •- “~'T 

!' . :*• 
r - ‘ S' 


•••• 

ar»' I.* - " 




LK" H- O*. 


‘ ..\C 

» -v WV ! ‘ 6 

:ul 

!»* W 


* “i’w . 

>•' HK 
•? ! r J r> -sZi 

*:.** 
AV< ■ --Ah 

w .1 


1!»/«!». 
5,*^Vi 

r%ec 

*\r* <r.r^ 
i?rm A"*i 
f. b*»: to¬ 
st fiWT *:& 

a mukww- 
5'. ysawah . 
r-s u»*s. 



irtafchir Ssr' 

£&». **■ 

S%C 


* 



The Dominican 
tradition is the 


The artist in the monastery 


key to a richer 


appreciation of 


Fra Angelico’s 


t i painting, writes 

■r-* _ - «_ ‘-- 


David Ekserdjian 


G iorgio Vasari's Urn, the 
■yst and most influen- 
dal of all histories of art, 
is a collection of biogra- 
jmies that doubles as a triumphal 
progress. It recounts the evolution 
or the arts from the Greek or 
Byzantine manner practised 
around 1 300 to their apotheosis in 
terms of the accomplishments of 
the likes of Giotto and Masaccio, 
who broke new ground, while 
painters, sculptors, and architects 
who did not are inevitably less 
admired. 

Within such a scheme Fra Ange¬ 
lico runs the risk of being dismissed 
as a charming but minor figure, a 
conservative purveyor of sentimen¬ 
tal piety. What is more, and does 
not help his reputation, he is one of 
those artists whose stature can ohly 
be fully appreciated in one build¬ 
ing. Just as it is impossible to get to 
grips with Tintoretto's genius ex¬ 
cept in the Scuola di San Rocco in 
Venice, so San Marco in Florence is 
the place to see Fra Angelico. 

This unusually beautifully pro¬ 
duced book, with its excellent 
colour photography not only of 
altarpieces and frescos but also of 
the convent itself, makes one long 
to return there. More important its 
intelligent and sensitive text trans¬ 
forms our understanding of a body 
of work that it has become easy to 
take for granted. 

Professor Hood's argument is 
simple, but its consequences are 
profound. Fra Angelico was not the 
only Renaissance painter who be¬ 
longed to a monastic order — 
Lorenzo Monaco and Fra Filippo 
Lippi are the most obvious others - 
but what Professor Hood demon¬ 
strates is that in his case the 
religious profession and the profes¬ 
sion of painter were as one. As a 
member of the Dominican obser¬ 
vance, the strict reform movement 
within the order whose most notori¬ 
ous representative was Savonarola, 
and for which die majority of his 
works were executed, he was both 
patron and painter, the selector of 
the artistic subject-matter and its 
interpreter. 

Professor Hood has steeped him¬ 
self in Dominican theology of die 
period, as exemplified by the writ¬ 
ings of Saint Antoninus, prior of 
San Marco and later Archbishop erf 
Florence. He has also studied 
prayer manuals such as the De 
Modo OrandL which explain the 
various attitudes in which St Domi¬ 
nic is portrayed as a model for the 
friars at their devotions. These 
borrowings prove immensely re¬ 
warding. 

Throughout Professor Hood is 
scrupulously aware of ihe danger of 
simplisticaliy matching words and 
images, and avoids turning the 
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Fra Angelico's Annunciation in San Marco: most of his works were executed for his strict religious order, but he was much more than a purveyor of sentimental piety 


FRA ANGELICO AT $AN 
MARCO 

WHfiamHood 

Yale University Press.£4S 


latter into mere iflustrations of the 
former. Furthermore, he never fails 
to phfce Fra Angelico's work firmly 
within the Dominican tradition, so 
that earlier Dominican altarpieces 
and cloister decorations are studied 
in depth, but at die same time 
remains aware of the artistic con¬ 
text. and is illuminating on the 
influence of the likes of Sassetta 
and Ghiberti. The result is a rich 
and highly perceptive account that 
reads as 3 written from the inside 
looking outwards. 

It is constructed with great art 
too. and manages to combine a 
chronological narrative with a 
sense of order. Starting with Do¬ 
minican theology and earlier Do¬ 
minican ait, we are led to an 
undemanding of Fra Angelico's 
early works, mostly altarpieces. ai 
Fiesole, Cortona, and Perugia, and 
on to San Marco itself Then again, 
within San Marco, we move from 
the high altarpiece of the church, by 
way of the cloisters and the chapter 


room, to the three dormitories 
(respectively for novices, derics and 
lay brothers) before concluding 
with two of Fra Angelico's master¬ 
pieces. th e Madonna of the Shad¬ 
ow and ihe Annunciation. 

If all this sounds heavily exegeti- 
caL then it must bestressed that the 
material is almost without excep¬ 
tion presented with enviable lucid¬ 
ity. Better yet Professor Hood 
never loses sight of the fact that he is 
writing about a painter. Dose 
visual scrutiny is central to the 
approach, and the author is not 
afraid to indude the occasional 
purple passage. Given the prevafl- 
-ing dryness of most ait historical 
. prose these days, this is extremely 
refreshing, and mice the quality of 
these analyses is considerable, they 
prove to be one of the book's great 
strengths. Indeed, it is hand to find 
weaknesses in it The worst one can 
say is that some of the iconographic 
generalisations are rather forced. 

When Fra Angelico at San 
Marco comes out in paperback, as l 
hope it will, the hilarious misprint 
which produced Nicene greed rath¬ 
er creed should be corrected, al¬ 
though it almost seems a shame to 
do away with such a perfect — if 
fortuitous — Thatcherite coinage. 


Into cultural battle 


I 


The dispossession of Dido 


D ingy flats and seedy board¬ 
ing houses used to be a 
great standby of English 
fiction: Orwell, Murid Spark. Bar¬ 
bara Pym all spring to mind. 
Perhaps William Trevor is the only 
one left to revel in the medium. 
Until, thar is. Eva Figes came along 
with a novel that reads like a 
threnody to the great days when the 
smell of cabbage crept from under 
locked doors and the fear of 
Rachman was in the land. 

The Tenancy is about something 
most of us thought no longer 
existed: private rented accommoda¬ 
tion. It is also about something that 
we thought had disappeared when 
the Rem Acts were passed to protect 
people from being harassed and 
driven from their rented homes by 
greedy landlords bent on selling to 
the highest bidder. Figes's heroine, 
the spinster Edith, dispatches her 
elderly mother to an old peoples 
home and prepares for a bnsswiof 
freedom in her rented flat in what 
appears to be a genteel part of 


Christine Verify 


THE TENANCY 
By EvaFiges 
Sinclair-Stevcnson. £14.99 


London only to find that strange 
things start to happen. There are 
portents, warning signs perhaps, 
when the water supply is cut off. 
But more unpleasantly a For Sale 
sign appears outride the house 
without the tenants being offered 
any explanation. Then someone’s 
pet dog is found hanged in the 
garden. 

I n the most gruesome example of 
Rachmanism. an empty flat „is 
taken over by a tattooed skinhead 
and his snarling Alsatian dog. The 
catalogue of harassment escalates, 
obviously aimed at removing the 
shabby but deserving group of 
tenants from their homes. The dog 
attacks and injures Edith. She ends 
up like some less glamorous version 


of Dido, engulfed on the funeral 
pyre of her home. 

This is a shon novel which 
manages to encompass a lot in its 
few pages. Figes writes tautly. her 
descriptions of things like the 
changing seasons in London are 
accurate, and arid a melancholy 
background to a melancholy tale. 

Although the official story here is 
one of brute force and unfeeling 
authority, against which are pitted 
a handful of hapless and harmless 
people, it is also a metaphor for the 
ageing Edith who sinks almost too 
passively into the chain of horrors 
unleashed by the sale of the house. 
Even though the law has not 
removed all the abuses suffered by 
those who still rent, it was probably 
unnecessary for the tenants in this 
story to have suffered quite so 
much. No one seems to have rung 
up the landlord and asked what 
was going on. But leaving that 
aside." this is a well-written novel by 
a writer of high sensibility and 
standards, personal and literary. 


n America, if you cross the flow 
of traffic without a pelican 
crossing, legally speaking, you 
are stepping out of line. Jaywalking 
presents its author as a Lord of 
Misrule, an American eccentric 
with his finger on the pulse of pill- 
popping promiscuous swinging 
London in the 1960s and 70s. 
Unfortunately, this account of end¬ 
less socialising and short-lived, en¬ 
trepreneurial ventures is little 
more than a string of dropped 
names and shallow anec¬ 
dotes. Jaywalking proves 
merely pedestrian. 

Landesman has an eye for 
absurdities and constructs an 
image of the era’s countercul¬ 
ture through his numerous 
vignettes: R.D.Laing howls 
along to jazz: Yoto Ono 
screams in bandages for a bit 
of self-expression: and, at the 
Amsterdam Wet-Dream Fes¬ 
tival, naked women dance 
with rolling pins and geese 
get throttled. 

Still, ihe funny stories are 
spoilt by the author's outsize 
ego. quite disproportionate to 
his brief success in beatnik 
America running the Crystal 
Palace dub in St Louis, start¬ 
ing the iconoclastic magazine 
Neurotica, and writing one 
Broadway musical. For all 
token wryness about his flower- 
power past, Landesman has dearly 
not got over being cool He quotes 
pages of a friend’s eulogy about so- 
called Landesmania and writes as if 
he thinks he is a Philip Marlowe for 
the sixties. 

There is a latent nastiness in his 
flip treatment of his sons — “l had 
built an identikit picture of the 
perfect girl for Cosmo. She must 
have read Nietzsche by the time she 
started menstruating^’—and in the 
marginalisation of his wife Fran, a 
song writer and poet It is an 
undesirable paradox: the book is 
simultaneously self-centred and 
empty at its heart The narrative’s 
"groovy tidbits” are unalleviated by 
reflectiveness and personal feelings 
are shallowed out into wisecracks. 

Jaywalking is meant light- 
heartedly to relive an epoch of non¬ 
stop parties, affairs and fun. fun. 
fun. but Landesman’s life reads like 


Kate Bassett 


JAYWALKING 

By Jay Landesman 

Weidenfeld 6 Nicolson, £15.99 

UTOPIA AND OTHER 
PLACES 
By Richard Eyre 

Bloomsbury. £16.99 



Landesman: still trying to be cool 


his 


so many wasted years. It is, 
unintentionally, an acutely sad 
book. 

Richard Eyre is in many ways 
Landesman’s opposite. Utopia and 
Other Places includes an account of 
his experience of public school and 
Cambridge University, his work as 
a less than brilliant actor and, 
ultimately, as director of the Nat¬ 
ional Theatre. Yet these central 
chapters are framed by beautifully 
written biographies of his ancestors 
and by essays on theatrical figure¬ 
heads, working methods, the aims 
of the Nation^, and the shortcom¬ 
ings of arts funding. 

Eyre’s paradox is a positive one: 
even as he seems self-effadng, he is 
intensely personal — emotionally 
open, contemplative and forthright 
about his socio-political beliefs. 
Though rooted in English institu¬ 
tions. academic and professional, 
he has a rebellious side. Expelled 
from school, he remains abrasive 


about the British Establishment 
generally. In a curious inversion. 
Eyre alk) rebelled against what 
Jaywalking sees as anti-Establish- 
ment. His Landesman-like father 
advocated drunken parties and 
extra-marital sex with “a rapacious 
attitude to pleasure” that amounted 
to a “tyranny of fim”. Perversely, 
going to Cambridge was an act of 
non-conformism contrary to his 
father’s scorn of higher 
education. 

Eyre's exploration of his 
tortured relationship with hts 
father is painstaking and 
touching and he is fascinated, 
in turn, with his father’s feuds 
with his grandfather. He 
produces a half-loving, half- 
critical appraisal of Olivien 
condemns the political patri¬ 
archy for threatening “we 
feckless children of the ait 
world"; and admires Gran- 
viDe-Barker and Brook as 
guru-like theatrical forbears. 
The father-figure is a leitmotif 
which delicately links these 
essays, disparate writing also 
threaded through with Eyre’s 
consciousness of the bonds 
between present and past and 
his interest in our frustrated 
quests for personal and pro¬ 
fessional utopias, 
is not perfect The book's 


It 


dosing section on politics is repeti¬ 
tive. Albeit intriguing, his synopses 


of the techniques of Judi Dench, 
lan McKellen and Michael Bryant 
only skim tile surface. Eyre occa¬ 
sionally waxes a little too lyrical 
using one simile too many or 
slipping towards the adulatory. The 
tale of Tony Harrison rearing 
Marvell’s “To His Coy Mistress” in 
the middle of a small restaurant 
sounds more toe-curling than tran¬ 
scendental. “There was an almost 
palpable silence in the room," says 
Eyre. Well, there would be. 

Actually, quite aware of potential 
accusations of sentimentality. 
Eyre’s heart-felt writing is a crusade 
against English anti-emotionaiity. 
Meanwhile, though his aesthetic 
theories may not be revolutionary, 
they are intelligent and sure-footed 
Here is an enthusing, thought- 
provoking. genuinely entertain¬ 
ing book. 
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Hope 

amid 


rancour 


Christopher Hawtree 


THE COLLE CTED 
LETTERS 
OF KATHERINE 
MANSFIELD 
Volume III: 1919-1920 
Edited lty Vincent 0*Snllivaxi 
and Margaret Scott 
Oxford University Press. £35 


A lthough it takes longer to 
edit letters than, to write 
them, one can only marvel 
that sue years have gone'by since 
volume two of Katherine Mans¬ 
field’s letters and that the latest 
contains eight months’ worth — 
and with a hike in price which must 
make estate agents green. 

Such considerations soon drop 
away. Within a page or two the 
drama of her life takes over. The 
autumn of 1919 finds her abroad 
for her health’s sake: not only had 
she unwittingly suffered from the 
pox for eight years. butTB was now 
diagnosed. 

Italy brought with it another 
enforced separation from her hus¬ 
band, John Middleton Murry, who 
had to edit the Athenaeum in 
London where literary periodicals 
were in a circulation war. Often 
addressed as Bogey by his wife. 
Murry might indeed bring Casa¬ 
blanca to mind. They will always 
have Paris: “1 loved you so and you 
were grave and rather silent even 
then. Do you remember the white 
shoes with blue laces we bought in 
Paris? Oh. Bogey don't get oldert 
Let us always be in our heart of 
hearts very very young ” 

Things were more fraught than 
that At one point she feared 
madness, and berates him; “1 used 
to feel like Virginia but she had 
Leonard. I had no-one.” Out in 
Ospedaleti. where “toe one great 
talker is the sea,” she has in his 
place “LM” — short for Lesley 
Moore, the name assumed by Ida 
Baker when they were in their 
teens. Rarely can a companion 
have received such short shrift for 
herpains. “Be tier a thousand times 
to be lonely than to speak to her”; 
50 pages later “her great fat arms, 
her tiny blind breasts, her baby 
mouth, the underlip always wet 
and a crumb or two or a chocolate 
stain at the comers.’’ 


S he herself was to suffer an 
extraordinary attack from 
Lawrence, who — obsessed 
by Murry told her, ’’you revolt 
me stewing in your consumption 
... you are a loathsome reptile — 1 
hope you will die." To ward off any 
immediate threat of this, she slept 
beneath a mosquito-ner for fearof a 
bite and kept a loaded revolver lest 
the Italians' anti-British feelings 
became virulent Despite suth ran¬ 
cour. the effect is often of an idyll as 
she describes cats, dogs and plants 
(“the cemetery bulks in my vision 
but then I’m an abnormal creature. 
If it didn't and if people had to 
come abroad I should say come 
here"). 

All is put into another perspective 
by her continual, astute criticism of 
each issue of Murry’s magazine, as 
well as of other work fthe 2nd half 
of The Way of All Flesh is all 
machine sewn’*). “First-chop writ¬ 
ing” is her form of praise and 
‘Worker" is New Zealand slang 
absent from the OED. The Athe¬ 
naeum was augmented by Country 
Life which “intoxicates me — the 
advertisements and the pictures 
and the way they harp on hardy 
annuals. We must have a boy for 
heavy work but I want to do a 
fearful lot myself — large gloves, 
again (mine this time) and very 
short cortfuipy velveteen skirt — 
buff orpington colour." 

Heart-rending to know that such 
hopes were fotile. These letters, 
however, astonish in their resil¬ 
ience. The effect is of a diversely 
populated story which more than 
compensates for the fiction which 
she was largely unable to write 
there. As before, this volume is 
admirably assembled (although 
that “orpington" could have done 
with a note). One is impatient for its 
successors — and for the much- 
needed definitive edition of her 
critical writings. 



The donkey that 
went to Jerusalem 


Fi 


Through 


of burden: Jesus takes the Last Supper with Us apostles 


1 oolhardy, you may flunk, to 
try to make a picture book 
out of this demental story; 
and an affront perhaps, to try to do 
it without King James’s translators 
at hand Against all the odds 
though, Brian Wfldsmith succeeds. 
His approach is fittingly simple, 
watching the drama unfold along¬ 
side the donkey that brought Jesus 
to Jerusalem; and this quiet, unem- 
phatic text is counterpointed by a 
sequence of glittering, chromatic 
spreads which are the more power¬ 
ful for their almost child-tike vision 
of men and of angels. 

Wildsmith's huge bright picture 
books are not always as successful 
as this. To my mind, some of his 
best works are unpretentious paper¬ 
backs where he has been able to 
give point and comedy to his 
painterly skills. 

Four new little books by him and 


Brian Alderson 


THE EASTER STORY 

By Brian WBdsmitii 

Oxford University Press. £7.95 


his daughter Rebecca, have also 
just arrived (Oxford, £1.95 each). 
Each one exploits the potential of 
cumulative build-ups and neaily 
turned payoff lines. Wake Up. 
Wake Up! has the fannerfeeding a 
sequence of rackety animals; What 
Did I Find? brings a set of surprises 
in cupboards and refrigerators; 
Whose Hat Was That? does the 
same for headgear of the world; 
and Look Closer is exactly that — a 
persuasive exercise in seeing. Bril¬ 
liant in every sense. 


THE«fl®®mMES 

in association with 


SPRING 


c a n b a h 


FAIR 


19 9 3 


TALK 

VOUCHER 


■ * D I O 

lisa AM 



£2 off a £12 ticket, or 
Afternoon ticket for £5 

(entrance after 4pm to 730pm) 


APRIL 8-12 
WEMBLEY 


THIS voucher entitles 
you and a guest to buy 
tickets at £10 each 
— saving £2 on a day 
ticket—for the 
International Spring 
Gardening Fair 1993 at 
Wembley. April 8- 12. 


• Please cut out this voucher 
and present it on the day of 
your visit at the Wembley 
Arena Box Office. 
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Hendiy 
finds 
best form 
at right 
moment 

By Phil Yates 

STEPHEN Hendiy used his 
most valuable asset — the 
ability to perform at his best 
under intense pressure—as he 
beat Peter Ebdon 5-4 to reach 
the quarter-finals of the Sky 
Sports International snooker 
championships in Plymouth 
yesterday. 

The world champion, who 
begins the defence of that tide 
at the Crucible Theatre in 
Sheffield in nine days' time, 
has surprisingly failed to win a 
ranking tournament this sea¬ 
son- Here, he found Ebdon 
offering stout resistance and 
threatening to cause an upset 
when he moved 4-3 ahead 
with a 62 break. 

It was then that Hendty 
produced a dynamic response. 
He levelled at 4-4 with a 137 
total clearance — the highest 
break of the tournament — 
and, after trailing 34-1 in the 
deciding frame, the irrepress¬ 
ible Scot put together a 
composed run of 76 to 
advance. 

“I seem to be able to 
concentrate effectively when I 
need to most," Hendry said. 
"From 3-4, I managed to 
create two chances by potting 
long reds and 1 took them 
welL" He will meet either Alan 
McManus or Drew Henry for 
a place in the semi-finals 
tonight 

Despite the encouraging 
nature of such a result 
Hendry refused to look too far 
ahead: “A bad attitude, wrong 
shot selections and poor con¬ 
centration have all contributed 
to an inconsistent season for 
me." he said. “My form 
has been too unpredictable 
to say what will happen 
next" 

The Hendry v Ebdon match 
did not possess a monopoly on 
high quality snooker. Paul 
Davies, of Cardiff, and Ken 
Doherty, the ever-improving 
Dubliner who won the Regal 
Welsh Open in January, also 
progressed in style. Doherty 
completed a 5-1 win over 
Danyn Walker, of Wolver¬ 
hampton. with runs of 100 
and 123 while Davies, a semi- 
finalist in last month's Asian 
Open, included breaks of 123. 
71. 55,46 and 73 during his 
5-1 defeat of Jason Ferguson, 
the fourth-round conqueror of 
John Parrott the world No. 2. 
on Tuesday. _ 

Results, page 44 


Private circuit will become the hub of the Formula One world this weekend 

Wheatcroft 
joins in 
grand prix 
cavalcade 

Andrew Longmore meets the motor-rating 
enthusiast who on Sunday will stage a 


championship race on his personal track 



Ebdon: resistant 


W hen the light turns 
to green for the 
start of the Euro¬ 
pean grand prix at 
Donington Park this Sunday, 
only one man vrifl appreciate 
the full significance of the 
moment 

In bringing bade, the pre¬ 
war glory days of Nuvoiari, 
Auto Union and Mercedes 
Benz to the rolling country¬ 
side of the East Midlands, 
Tom Wheatcroft, 70, has 
spent more time, more 
money and more emotional 
energy than even he cares to 
calculate. But he is finally 
getting his reward as the only 
private circuit-owner on die 
Formula One calendar. His 
very own grand prix. 

Since he first heard the 
news last November, 
Wheatcroft has spent much 
of the post few months 
roaming his estate, checking 
on afl the minutiae which 
dominate the complicated 
business of grand prix racing 
— two tons of gravel here, 
some extra debris fencing 
there — and. inwardly, feed¬ 
ing tike a small boy with a 
new train set 
It has cost him an extra 
£600.000 to get everything 
Spick and span on top of 
countless millions spent on 
development down the years, 
but Wheatcroft begrudges 
not one penny of it in the 
fulfilment of an overwhelm¬ 
ing ambition. 

The price would have been 
much higher had not 
Wheatcroft been a builder 
and thus able to call on the 
odd favour, resurrect: an okl 
bulldozer and know where to 
get the right materials at the 
right price. 

In a world where one speck 
of dust on the Guccis causes 
stylistic panic, Wheatcroft 
has spadefuls of mud on his 
boots and is proud of it If he 
is not talking motor racing, 
he is talking construction. If 
he can talk about both in the 
same breath, he is dose to 
heaven. 

“I'm having the time of my 
life at the moment" he said. 
‘Take this morning. I had the 
fencing people in and I had 
to get them organised. It was 
bade to my army days, but 
there is only one way to do 
things and that's property. 
They say they will be done by 
Friday, but I don’t think they 
wilL" 

Had Pa Larkin organised a 
grand prix for an episode of 
The Darling Buds ofMqy, he 
would have tackled it in 


much the same way. Not 
always by the book, but 
effectively, with co mmon 
sense, no nonsense and with 
a rumbling laugh which 
sounds like one of the racing 
cars in his collection at fufi 
throttle. 

Over the past 22 years, 
anyone who has presumed to 
get in the way of the pursuit 
of his prize has been subject¬ 
ed to the foil force of 
Wheatcroft's homespun 
diplomacy. 

The local planning depart¬ 
ment, where Donington Park 
must have a room of files all 
to itsejf, Rolls Rpyce. who 
owned some buildings near 
the track, the East Midlands 
airport, whose owners lost a 
costly public enquiry, the 
local villagers; all have been 
cajoled, bludgeoned, courted 
and charmed into subnds-' 
sion at one time or another in 
the crusade. 

A t one stage. 
Wheatcroft carried 
oat his own referen¬ 
dum in the village to deter¬ 
mine attitudes about his 
track. He won by a two-thirds 
majority. 

When, just Last month, the 
council tried to stop him 
staging both the Formula 
One grand prix and the 
motorbike grand prix. which 
is in August in one year. 
Eight hundred locals signed 
a petition condemning the 
council’s decision. 

“Oh yes. I’ve been to the 
planning people a few times. 
I've battled with everybody. 
But there 'are no problems 
with the airport now, nor 
with the formers, and once 
I’d met the guv* nor of Rolls 
Royce. it was easy. The 
trouble comes when you get 
some deputy or some council¬ 
lor trying to make a name for 
Mmseff" Wheatcroft said. 

“I never thought they 
would beat me. It browned 
me right off but when I saw 
who the opposition was, I 
thought *WdL if I can't beat 
this tot, I don’t deserve to get 
anything anyway.’ So I just 
kept having a go." 

Lack of support from the 
RAG the governing body of 
motor sport in Britain, and 
die Byzantine workings of 
Formula One politics caused 
more problems. 

Wheatcroft claims he was 
promised a grand prix by the 
RAC in the nrid-Eighties only 
to find that, under the row 
one-country, one-circuit poli¬ 
cy adopted by Fisa, the 
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Milton 
in fine 
fettle for 
World 
Cup test 
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Arch of triumph: Wheatcroft on the track in which he has invested a fortune in pursuit of a dream 


international governing 
bod|y. Sffveistone had gained 
an exclusive fiv&year con¬ 
tract to ran the British round 
of the world championship. 
Wheatcroft sued the RAG an 
action which might have 
been entirely typical but not 
one which was liable to win 
him friends in high p laces 
He is an altogether wiser 
man now. 

“Over the last year, before 
they said I’d got it, I began to 
wonder if I would ever see a 
grand prix here. But, I tell 
you what, if I had known 
then what I know now about 


politics, I would have got it 
here a lot quicker. I’ve got it 
worked out now." 

The key to Wheatcroft's 
efforts in the end was his 
long-standing friendship 
with Benue Ecclestone, the 
president of die Formula 
One Constructors’ Associ¬ 
ation and the real power- 
broker in the business. “He 
said I could have one as soon 
as there was a space on the 
calendar. Then he rang me 
last November and said: ’If 
you want it it’s yours.’ My 
immediate thought was: 
Trlefp, what can go wrong*.” 


The last time grand prix 
cars raced round Donington 
Park, in 1938. Nuvoiari was 
king in his Auto Union and 
Wheatcroft was an impres¬ 
sionable boy of 15. Hie year 
before, be had ridden to the 
track for the first time an the 
back of a friend’s motorbike. 
“We lost It on a bend and 
ended up in hospital," 
Wheatcroft sakL 
He went the rest of of the 
way by bicyde and, in die 
most rewarding investment 
of his life, paid haifo-crown 
(12 bp) to get in. He has 
never raced cars, but has 


sponsored them instead, 
purely tor die love of it As 
things stand at the moment, 
Sunday’s grand prix is just a 
one-off race. But a weO-run 
weekend of racing would do 
no harm for the dzetrifs 
chances of getting more per¬ 
manent recognition. 

Either way, Wheatcroft has 
plenty of plans. A new road to 
ease traffic, an IndyCar ovaL 
another museum to house 
some steam engines. “But I 
haven't fulfilled this ambi¬ 
tion yet" he said. “A circuit’s 
not a proper circuit until it 
has run a grand prix." 


From Jenny MacAkthur 
IN GOTHENBURG 

JOHN Whitaker and Everest • 
Milton will start as favourites 
for the Volvo World Cup 
which begins here tomorrow. 
Forty-five riders have qualified 
for the three-part event, with 
Britain represented by the 
formidable trio of Whitaker, 
Michael, his younger brother, 
and Nick Skelton. 

Whitaker, who won the cup 
with Milton in 1990 and 
1991. is optimistic about his 
chances of a third victory. “He 
feels fine and is jumping as 
well as ever," Whitaker said 
yesterday, ten days after Mil- 
ton had won a grand prix 
meeting in Zurich. 

Milton, with career 
winnings wefl in excess of £1 
million, arrived here yesterday ^ 
— much to the relief of the f 
organisers. “I think we would 
be lynched if he didn't 
appear," a member of the 
Swedish Federation said. 
“People have been ringing us 
non-stop to make sure that he 
is coining. Everyone wants to 
see him." 

Other than in today's warm¬ 
up daffies, the first chance to 
see him competing will be on 
Saturday. In order to conserve 
Milton’s energy for the gruel¬ 
ling second and third rounds 
of the final, Whitaker intends 
to ride Granmisch in the 
opening speed leg tomorrow. 

Michael Whitaker, on Ever¬ 
est Midnight Madness. wiD be * 
one of Milton's main rivals. 

He has been in excellent form 
this season, winning in Zurich 
and finishing runner-up to 
Skelton in the Paris World 
Cup qualifier last month. 

Skelton, runner-up for the 
Cup in 1985, is undecided 
about which horse to ride. He 
will put Everest Major Wager 
—- on which he won the Paris 
qualifier — in the opening leg 
and. if all goes well, may 
choose to continue with him 
raiher than the more experi¬ 
enced limited Edition. 

The three-part final starts 
tomorrow with die speed leg. 
in which a rider must finish in 
the top 12 to have a chance of 
winning the cup. The second 
part—one round and a jump- 
off — is on Saturday evening 
with the two-round final on 
Monday. 

Although the Cup has gone 
to North American riders on 
ten occasions since die event 
started in 1979, the Ameri¬ 
cans have not had a winner for 
three years. Whitaker's two 
wins were fbDowed. last year, 
by a first win for Thomas 
Fruhrnann. of Austria. 

The Dutch could prove the 
main threat to a third British 
victory and are represented by 
three members of their Olym- *, 
pic gold medal-winning team 
— Jos Lansink, Pier 
Raymakers and Jan Tops. 

Rodrigo Pessoa, of Brazil, 
has also been m superb form 
this season, but Milton is the 
horse they all have to beat. As 
Michael Whitaker said yester¬ 
day: “You can beat Milton on 
die odd occasion, but it's hard 
to do it in successive rounds." 
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Council used wrong route to protect children Office lease assumption 


Nottinghamshire County 
Council v P 

Before Sir Stephen Brown. Presi¬ 
dent of the Family Division, Lord 
Justice Hirst and Lord Justice 
Waite 

[Judgment April 6] 

1/ a local authority refused to take 
appropriate steps for the protection 
of children at risk &om harm, then 
the courts were powerless to act 
and were deprived of the opportu¬ 
nity to make an appropriate order. 

The Court or Appeal so held 
when dismissing an appeal by 
Nottinghamshire County Coundl 
from the refusal by Mr Justice 
Ward (The Times November 6, 
1992) to make a prohibited steps 
order and allowing the appeal of 
the mother, father and the guard¬ 
ian ad litem against the making of 
a residence order. 

The Court of Appeal held dial 
Nottinghamshire County Council 
had faded in its statutory duty 
under the Children Act 1989 
when it refused to seek a care order 
relating to two sisters at risk of 
sexual abuse by their father and 
sought to oust die father from the 
family home by way of a prohib¬ 
ited steps order. 

Mr Justice Ward had refused to 
make the prohibited steps order on 
the ground of lack of jurisdiction 
but had held (hat as there was a 
residence application by the father 
before the com he could make an 
order, requiring, inter alia, dial 
the father leave the family home. 

Mr Ian Karsten. QC and Miss 
Sarah Edwards for the county 
coundl: Miss Judith Parker. QC 
and Mis; Deborah Eaton for die 
mother: Miss Patricia Scotland. 
QC and Miss Cvnthia Gifford for 
die father Mr Rodger Haywani- 
Smith, QC, for (he guardian ad 
litem. 

THE PRESIDENT, giving the 
judgment of die court, said that 
Nottinghamshire County Coundl, 


having been given leave by a single 
justice, sought a prohibited steps 
order requiring (hat the fatter 
should not reside.in the same 
household as his daughters and 
should not have any contact with 
the daughters unless they them¬ 
selves wished to have contact and 
that any such contact should be 
supervised by the soda! services 
department. 

Mr Justice Ward, after a hearing 
lasting several days, had found 
that the father had persistently 
sexually abused his eldest daugh¬ 
ter, then aged 17. and that the two 
younger daughters were seriously 
at risk of abuse by their father; that 
the father had a conviction for an 
indecent assault on a girl who was 
not a member of the family: that 
the mother was weak and had no 
capacity to protect the girls and 
thru if the father was to be excluded 
Emm the home there was a real risk 
that the girls would run to him. 
Those facts were not challenged. 

Counsel for the mother, Gather 
and guardian ad litem had sup¬ 
ported the judge’s ruling on the 
application for a prohibited steps 
order. AD submitted that die 
application was misconceived and 
leave should not have been 
granted, particularly by means of 
mac pane application to a single 
justice of a family proceedings 
court 

In the view of the court the 
application for a prohibited steps 
order was in reality being made 
with a view to achieving a result 
which could be achieved by mak¬ 
ing a residence or contact order. 

Section 9 of the 1989 Act 
provided: “(2) No application may 
be made by a local authority for a 
residence order or contact order 
and no court shall make such an 
order in favour of a local 
authority." 

The court was satisfied that the 
local authority was seeking to 
achieve these orders by the back 


door and agreed with the judge 
that there was no juriskiion to 
make a prohibited steps order in 
the present case. 

It had been submitted that a 
contact order implied a positive 
order and that an order which 
provided for no contact could not 
be construed as a contact order. 
The aunt did not accept that 
submission. 

The sensible construction of the 
term “contact order" mdurieri a 
situation where a court had to 
consider whether there should be 
any contact Therefore, an older 
that there should be no contact 
came within the general concept of 
contact and common sense re¬ 
quired that it should fall within the 
definition or “contact order" 
within section 8(1). The court 
would dismiss the appeal of the 
local authority. 

A wider question arose as to 
polity. The route chosen by the 
county council was whoDy inappro¬ 
priate. The local authority had a 
dear duty to protect children found 
to be at risk of suffering significant 
harm wi thin the meaning of 
section 31. 

Part IV of the 1989 Act provided 
a local authority with wide powers 
and a wide discretion. A local 
authority might place children 
with their parents even though a 
care order under section 31 ted 
been made. 

A supervision order was less 
draconian but gave the local 
authority a wide discretion as to 
how to deal with children and with 
the family. A prohibited steps 
order would not afford the coundl 
any authority as to how it might 
deal with the children and could 
not be a substitute for an order 
under Part IV. 

It was oust regrettable that the 
local authority, having intervened 
initially under Part v of the 1989 

Act in order to obtain an emer- 
genqy protection order, failed to 


proceed under section 31 in Part 
IV. 

The local authority persistently 
and obstinately refused to under¬ 
take what was the appropriate 
course of action and deprived the 
judge of the ability to make a 
constructive order. It was whoDy 
inappropriate for the local au¬ 
thority to seek leave id issue an 
application for a prohibited steps 
order ex parte before a single 
justice of the family proceed in gs 
court 

In future, any such application 
made to a family proceedings court 
should be transferred to the county 
coundl and should not be heard ex 
parte. Under the private law 
provisions of the ] 989 Act there 
was no power to appoint a guard¬ 
ian ad litem to represennt the 
interests of the chfldren- 

J l was to be hoped that a serious 
lesson had been learned and that 
local authorities would recognise 
that where children were believed 
to be at risk of suffering significant 
harm the appronate avenue was 
via Part IV which ted been 
designed to accommodate public 
law applications. 

Having refused the application 
for a prohibited steps order. Mr 
Justice Ward was left with what be 
described as a dilemma and re¬ 
ferred to the fact that there was 
before the court an application by 
the father for a residence order. 

The judge had made orders 
requiring, inter alia, that the two 
younger girls live with the mother 
on condition that the father did not 
live with them and that the father 
should leave die p roper ty. It was 
ordered that the father haws no 
con tact with the children unless the 
contact be supervised tty die social 
services department 

It was submitted that that order 
was a device. The father's applica¬ 
tion had lain dormant and the 
father had not pursued his applica¬ 
tion for a residence order. 


i 


ige ted adopted an 
course and said that he 
was driven to take some steps in 
onier to protect the children. 

The orders could not stand. 
They were inappropriate in the 
circumstances. The appeals 
against the orders bad to be 
allowed As a result there were no 
orders in force capable of 
safeguarding the children. 

Tne court was concerned deepty 
at the absence of power to direct 
the authority to take steps to protect 
the children. The operation of die 
1989 Act depended upon the full 
co-operation of the courts, local 
authorities, social workers and all 
those who had to deal with 
childrerL 

Unfortunately, it appeared that 
if a local authority doggedly re¬ 
sisted taking the steps which were 
appro p r ia te to the case of children 
at risk of suffering rigmfkent 
harm it appeared that the court 
was powerless. 

Xr was to be hoped that that the ' 
position would not recur and that 
lessons had been learned fron the 
unhappy catalogue of emus. 

Sodidtocs: Mr Coffn P. McKay, 
West Bridgfoxd: Shdtons. Not¬ 
tingham: Curtis & Parkinson, Not¬ 
tingham; German & Soar. 
Nottingham. 


London and Leeds Estates 
Lid v Paribas Ltd 
Before Lord Justice Nourse. Lord 
Justice Smart-Smith and Lord 
Justice Waite 
pudgment April I] 

An assumption in a tent review 
provision in a lease of office 
premises “that the demised 
premises are fit for immediate 
occupation and use and in a state 
of good repair and condition and 
that all fitting out and other 
tenant’s works required by such 
willing tenant have already been 
comptered" did not have the effect 
of requiring an arbitrator to deter¬ 
mine what fitting out and other 
tenant's winks the hypothetical 
willing tenant would have 
required. 

The Court of Appeal so held in a 
reserved judgment when allowing 
the appeal of Paribas lid. the 
tenant, under its former name of 
Banque Paribas Capital Markets 
Ltd, m a lease agreement dated 
August 19. 1986 with the land¬ 
lords, London and Leeds Estates 
Ltd. for a 25-year lease of office 
premises in Wigmore Street, 
London, against (he decision of 
Mr Martin Mann. QC, rilling as 
deputy judge of the Chancery 
Division, on July 23, 1992 in 


favour of the landlords. 

Mr Kim Lewison, QG for 
Paribas Ltd: Mr Michael Barnes. 
QG for London and Leeds Estates 
Ltd. 

LORD JUSTICE NOURSE 
said that before the deputy judge 
both sides had proceeded on the 
footing that the assumption made 
in a rent review provision required 
the arbitrator, in making his 
valuation, to determine what fit¬ 
ting out and other tenant's works 
would have been required tty the 
hypothetical willing tenant 

The essential dispute between 
die parties was whether it was to be 
assumed dial those works, once 
identified, had been carried out at 
the cost of the hypothetical wining 
tenant or whether no assumption 
ought to be made as to how that 
cost ted been home: The deputy 
judge said that no assumption 
could be made. 

His Lordship said that a simpler 
view of the rent review provision 
was correct, which did not require 
the arbitrator to oiler upon any 
determination os to hypothetical 
fitting out works or the like. 

The assumption in die provirion 
required first that the demised 
premises were fit for immediate 
occupation and use and in a good 


Acquittal evidence admissible 


Regina v Adams 
Evidence relating to a count in an 
indictment which was statute 
barred, and in relation to which a 
defendant ted been acquitted, 
could be admitted to support 
evidence on other oounls in the 
indictment provided that the evi¬ 
dence was of probative value. 

The Court of Appeal. Criminal 

Division (Lord Justice McGowan. 
Mr Justice Jowin and Mr Justice 
WaDex) so held on March 30 when 


dgjnkgmg Nicholas. Adams' ap¬ 
peal against his conviction at 
Swindon Crown Court (fudge 
McNaughtand a jury) on June 14, 
1991 on 11 counts of doing an act 
tending and intended to pervert 
the course of public justioe. 

LORD JUSTICE McCOWAN 

said that the question was whether 
foe fact that one count in an 
indictment was statute barred 
meant that the evidence which 
supported ft could ik« be admitted 


to support the evidence on other 
counts which were not stanw 
barred, ft was one thing to be 
acquitted on the merits and quite 
another to be acquitted because a 
count was statute barred. 

There was no reason why foe 

facts of the count which was statute 

barred rixnild not be 
prove other counts in the indict¬ 
ment. provided, of course, that 
those facts had probative vdue in 
respect of the other counts. 


state of repair and condition and. 
xcond. that afl fining out and 
other tenant’s works required by 
such w illing tenant had already’ 
been completed. 

The arbitrator then was required 
to determine the best open market 
rent at which the demised 
premises could, if available with 
vacant possession, reasonably be 
expected to be let 

The dear purpose of the rent 
review provision was to predude 
the actual tenant from arguing 
before the arbitrator that the 
hypothetical tenant would be en¬ 
titled to a discoimt on the best open 
market rent on account of the 
actual state of repair and condition 
of the premises. 

ft further p red tided the acmal 
tenant from arguing foradisoount 
on the ground that the hypotheti¬ 
cal tenant mould have required 
further or different works from 
those carried out by the actual 
tenant, the cost of which would 
necessarily be borne by the hypo¬ 
thetical tenant, with a corres¬ 
ponding reduction in the rent that 
he would be willing to pay. 

. There was no warrant for read¬ 
ing into the provision some 
requirement for the arbitrator to 
determine what hypothetical 
works the hypothetical tenant 
would have required. If the parties 
had intended that there should be 
such a requirement they could and 
should have made express pro¬ 
vision for n. 

Lord Justice Stuan-Smith and 
Lord Justioe Waite agreed. 

SoliritarE LinkJaters & Paines: 
utmuss S ainer & Webb. 

Correction 

lo Kenny and Another v South 
Manchester College (The Times 
April 6) counsel for the plaintiffs 
TOre Mr James Goudie, QC and 
Mr Nigel Giffin. 
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Dignity must be restored to protect the people’s game 

owever much it n»v ___ . A A C7 


H oover much it may be 
wished that the issue of 
last Sunday's ntKonfi- 
oence vote and the mass resigna- 
hon of the Welsh Rugby Urion 

general committee would go away 
tt is unlikely to do so just yet 
The constitution, in fact, allows 

h!^!? te . of no confidenc e only in 
individual members. This means. 

presumably, that at the meeting 
each member should have been 
named singularly and a vote given 
tor or against him. This did not 
occur. But now that it appears each 
district is likely to re-elect the same 
member, the reasoning must go 
that the lack of confidence rests 
with other district members, not 


their own. The fault, as always, lies 
somewhere else. Such is Welsh 
rugby politics. 

It would be better to concentrate 
on t he exciting young players who 
are making their way through the 
ranks of the first-class gamp 

There was the R Jones, for 
instance, who featured at scrum 
half for Swansea on Tuesday 
evening. This is not the Robert 
Jones of Wales and British Isles 
feme, but Robbie Jones, a 19-year- 
old from Swansea's youth. If you 
look to Cardiff, there are about 
half-a-dozen more —- Harries. Pal¬ 
frey. Hewlett HDL Thomas, for 
example — who are beginning to 
make their way in the senior game. 


Gerald Davies on Welsh rugby's need for a stately 
revival after its brush with mob rule on Sunday 


For their sake, the events of 
Sunday had better be more than 
just a matter of proving a constitu¬ 
tional point of dub power. It is to 
be hoped that the current adminis¬ 
trative commotion wiU not dim the 
sparkle in their eyes nor their step 
grow weary by the agitation among 
their elders. 

The idea of rugby being die 
people's game, as opposed to 
belonging to a section of society 
based lately on the public shcools, 
is a prow! and honourable tradi¬ 


tion in the 112-year history of the 
union. But it only needs a nudge 
for this to be disfigured by the rule 
of the mob. The thin line just about 
held on Sunday. Dignity desperate¬ 
ly needs to be restored. 

The request remains for constitu¬ 
tional change and general commit¬ 
tee reorganisation. Papers on these 
matters win be dispatched to all 
the dubs to determine how to 
proceed If the 200-odd clubs in the 
union respond with something less 

than unanimity on any changes. 


who. then, win be charged with 
collating the detail? AD this will 
reverberate at least until the AGM 
in 1994. 

Wherever doubts existed before 
about changes the constitution 
requires, and lawyers admit that it 
is badly drafted, the conduct of the 
meeting and the procedures which 
led to it confirmed that a review is 
long overdue- In fact, the first 
proposals for such an assessment 
go back to 1973. when Hennas 
Evans, a fife member and one of 
the two trustees now discharged 
with controlling the union’s affaire, 
was directly involved. As has hap¬ 
pened on other occasions since 
then, these were shelved. 


Rugby is a serious business in 
Wales. Often too serious. Gwyn 
Thomas; novelist, dramatist, racon¬ 
teur and regular panellist on the 
Brains Trust of the fifties, once 
wrote as a preface to one of his 
dramas: “1 wanted a play that 
would paint the full face of sensual¬ 
ity. rebellion and revivalism, in 
South Wales these three phenome¬ 
na have played second fiddle only 
to the [Welsh) Rugby Onion, which 
is a distillation of ail three.** 

I cannot vouch, shall l say, for 
the sensuality, but the rebellion 
has taken place and only time will 
teU whether there is a genuine 
mood for a stately and graceful 
revival. 


Rocastle likely to seek 
talks with Wilkinson 


DAVID Rocastle is expected 
to seek a meeting with How¬ 
ard Wilkinson, die Leeds Uni¬ 
ted manager, after having to 
sit our the dub’s 2-1 defeat 
away to Sheffield United on 
Tuesday. 

The former England mid- 
field player, signed for £2 
million from Arsenal last sum¬ 
mer. may have come to the 
end of his Elland Road adven¬ 
ture after only a handful of 
appearances. Also omitted 
were Rod Wallace. Lee Chap¬ 
man. Steve Hodge and John 
Newsome. 

Explaining his selection, 
Wilkinson said yesterday: 
“Our away form speaks for 
itself. The people who' have 
been in the team away from 
home this season have had 
their chance so there ^didnt 
seem to be a tot to lose.” 

Leeds have not won away ail 
season and the five top players 
omitted will get no sympathy 
from Gordon Strachan. who 
led the team to the champion¬ 
ship last season. 

“It’s time for everyone to 
stand up and be counted.” 
Strachan said. “If anyone 
turns up in training with a 
long face they are no use to this 
dub. No one player is bigger 
than this dub whether they are 
Billy Bremner. Norman 
Hunter or any of the greats. 

“We have all got to pull 
together to ensure that Leeds 
United remain a rop-dass 


side. We must get our chins up 
off the ground and get on with 
iu I’ve been worried aft season 
and it’s now time for the senior 
players to take the responsi¬ 
bility and help the younger 
ones. 

“If people need a kick they 
will certainly get one — 
eveyone must now give 100 
per cent However. J think we 
have the players at this dub 
with the ability and character 
to get the results we need. 

“We should be looking up at 
what’s going on above us not 
whafs going on below us. 
That's the way we must ap¬ 
proach it and that’s what 111 
be trying to instil into the 
players.” 

Wilkinson’s gamble back¬ 
fired as youngsters Dylan 
Kerr. Marie Tinkler, Jamie 



Deane: winning goal 


Forrester and Frank Strandli 
found the going difficuh in a 
tense boctom-of-the-table en¬ 
counter. 

However, Strandli did at 
least get the Leeds goal after 
34 minutes which cancelled 
out an earlier strike by Paul 
Rogers, who had been left out 
of Sheffield United’s FA Cup 
semi-final team on Saturday. 

Happiest man in the Shef¬ 
field dressing-room after the 
game, though, was Brian 
Deane, who struck the 86th- 
minute winning goal, having 
earlier missed a penalty. 

Victoiy lifted Sheffield Uni¬ 
ted out of the bottom three but 
Dave Bassett, their manager, 
said: “It's ail very tight at the 
bottom and it will be until the 
end of the season. It’s no good 
our worrying about other 
teams — it's down io what we 
do now." 

Middlesbrough moved off 
the foot of the table above 
Nottingham Forest with a 1-0 
home victoiy over AisenaL 
who lost David Hillier. their 
midfield player, with a first- 
minute injury. Hillier has now 
been ruled out of the Coca- 
Cola Cup final against Shef¬ 
field Wednesday at Wembley 
on Sunday week and Arsenal’s 
remaining league games, but 
hopes to be fit for the FA Cup 
final on May 15. 

Robert Fleck, the Chdsea 
striker, will not have any 
action taken against him fol¬ 


lowing his gesturing to fans in 
the 1-1 draw against Ipswich 
at Poxtman Road. 

- Fleck, a substitute, was ad¬ 
monished by a steward while 
warming up behind a goal. 
Police later went to the Chel¬ 
sea dressing-room to speak to 
David Webb, the Cbelsea 
manager, about the incident. 

However, John Lloyd, the 
referee, said yesterday that he 
would not be reporting the 
incident to the FA. David 
Rose, the Ipswich secretaiy. 
said: “The police have told us 
they won’t be taking it any 
further and as far as we are 
concerned the matter is 
finished." 

Mick McGivem. the Ips¬ 
wich manager, said that Ed¬ 
die Youds, his full back, had 
bad mo stitches inserted near 
his eye after dashing heads 
with Tony Cascarino in the 
opening minutes of the game. 

Guy Whiitingham. the 
Portsmouth striker, took his 
season’s tally to 43 with, a hat- 
trick against Peterborough 
and Jim Smith, their manag¬ 
er, said: “The number of goals 
he has scored has helped us 
get into foe position we are 
today. 1 feel we now have 
enough points to ensure a 
place in the play-offs but now 
we are looking for automatic 
promotion as a real possibility. 
The team are playing with a 
tremendous amount of 
confidence." 


French cup hopes suffer double blow 


By Our Sports Staff 


MARSEILLES may be the 
standard-bearers for foe latest 
French attempt to win the 
country’s first European dub 
trophy, but the Uefa Cup — 
with the double challenge of 
Auxerre and Paris Saint-Ger¬ 
main — remains France’s best 
hope of success. At least it was 
until Tuesday night 
Defeats in the first leg of 
both semi-final ties involving 
Auxerre and Saint-Germain 
hare cast shadows over the 


chances of either teaching the 
final. Auxerre’s • chances 
against Borussia Dortmund 
were hurt by a 2-0 defeat in 
Germany that leaves them 
with a stem test in the second, 
leg. while Paris, who lost 2-1 
to Juventus in Turin, must 
repeat the heroics that saw 
them overturn a 3-1 deficit 
against Read Madrid in the 
second leg of their quarter¬ 
final. 

Second-half goals from 
Steffen Karl and Michael Zone 
earned Dortmund their vic¬ 


tory. Kari’s deflected shot in 
the sixtieth minute and Zoic’s 
88th-mimue header complet¬ 
ing a deserved victory. Dort¬ 
mund should have enjoyed a 


but Zoic had a seconc 
penalty saved. 

In Twin, foe Juventus cap¬ 
tain, Roberto Baggio, kept his 
team in contention for the 
final with two magnificent 
second-half goals. Juventus 
were trailing 1-0 when. In foe 
55th minute, Baggio drilled a 
20-yard shot past the Paris 


goalkeeper. Bernard Lama, in 
the final minute, he sealed the 
Italians’ victoiy with a free 
kick driven in from a similar 
range. 

In the European Cup Win¬ 
ners’ Cup. Attetico Madrid, 
trying to salvage something 
from an otherwise dismal 
season, instead suffered 
another blow with a 2-1 home 
defeat by Parma in their semi¬ 
final first leg. Two goals bom 
Faustino AsprOla, foe in-form 
Colombian international, 
proved decisive. 


Back in the swim: Sarah Harrfcastle will 
compete in an Olympic-siie pool for foe 
first time in almost seven years today. The 
gap and venue are significant: it was at foe 
Royal Commonwealth Pool in Edinburgh 
in foe summer of 1986 that she missed foe 
world record at 800 metres freestyle by 
0.15sec while Harming the Commonwealth 
title (Craig Lord writes). Her frustration 
would have been all the more acute had she 
known at foe time foal the pool was 
fractionally longer than 50 metres, albeit 
well within foe official tolerance level. 

The Games of 1986 marked the last 
success of her first career, for a week later, 
at the world championships, she failed to 


live up to expectations, her own included, 
and announced her retirement at foe 
tender age of 16. Hard castle will cut a 
more mature dash as she graces foe Unde 
Ben's Edinburgh International over the 
next three days. She regained her place as 
Britain's leading distance swimmer in 
December, when she became national 
short-course champion at 400 and SO0 
metres. 

Other competitors indude (he American. 
Jeff Rouse, world record-holder at 100 
metres backstroke, and Mark Foster, of 
Britain, who broke foe world 50 metres 
record at foe short-course World Cup in 
February. 


SPORTS LETTERS 


War against chauvinism in racing goes on 


From Mr Edward Grayson 
Sir. Whenever I read (report, 
April 3) of Jenny Pitman’s 
triumphs with Corbiere and 
Garrison Savannah and other 
women’s contributions to 
modem raring. I find ft im¬ 
possible not to throw hack my 
mind nearly 30 years to the 
great banle waged successfully 
by foe late Florence Nagle 
against foe intransigent male 
chauvinism and hypocrisy of 
the then Jockey Chib and its 

Stewards. _ „ , 

In 1966, a Court of Appeal 

comprising Lord 
Lord Justice (later Lord) Salm¬ 
on and Lord Justice Danck- 
werts, gave her foe green bghi 
to cany on suing foe Stewards 
under foe senionty of Sir 
Randle Fidden after a marter 
in chambers and, on appeal, a 
judge in chambers had each 
struck out prwtedundty her 
daim for the unqualified right 
to train horses in her own 


name instead of foe ludicrous 
fiction of only through the 
subterfuge of her male 
employees. 

The action never went to 
trial because the Jockey Club 
was advised wisely to capitu¬ 
late to the gallant millionairess 
who. like foe Aga Khan, could 
afford to battle on level finan¬ 
cial terms with Portman 
Square, 

She was in line with foe 
great traditions of Mrs Pank- 
hursfs suffragettes and Emily 
Wilding Davison, who used 
foe I9J3 Deity, fatally, to 
draw public attention to wom¬ 
en's rights in foe widest soda! 
context 

Yet, if I am correct in my 
belief that there is no memori¬ 
al to Florence Nagle in raring 
circles, then the anger Mrs 
Pitman is repotted under¬ 
standably to have blazed after 
last week’s example of the 
present Jockey Club's outra¬ 


geous breach of public trust, 
and foe energies of all other 
beneficiaries of Florence 
Nagle’s virion, should surely 
be directed to creating a 
prestigious memorial race in 
her honour. Either on Derby 
day. Grand National non¬ 
foul-up day or alongside the 
King George and Queen Eliz¬ 
abeth Diamond Stakes at 
Ascot 

Its absence to date demon¬ 
strates foe great paradox of all 
sport that, alongside the team- 
spirit idealism, it breeds self¬ 
ishness and gross ingratitude. 
The pioneering triumph of 
this great woman deserves 
more than a footnote in legal 
textbooks buried in the Law 
Reports as Nagle v Fidden 
/1966/ 2 QB 633:/1966/ 1 
AER 689. 

Yours faithfully, 

EDWARD GRAYSON, 

4.'Paper Buildings, 

Temple, EC4 


Credit for 
Arsenal 


Counties’ support for four-day matches 


Prime example 

From Mr Henry Button 

Sir. Christopher Baillieui 
fCnnrts Letters, April 1} 


ties, when Cambridge won the 
Boat Race for ten consecutive 


Sir. Chnsopnc 
Sports Letters Apnl 11 tnar 
'foHiernbetf of either crew 
ma v become cabinet minis- 
."5 It was not always -.so. 
IwUiani Henry Waddington 
fnnh-1804) 3 scholar of 
y- 2 t .-oilene Cambridge. 

to December in 18^- 
Yours faithfully* 
henry button. 

7 Amhunst Court. 

Grange Road, cambndge. 


years. An amusing diagram 
appeared in Punch to show 


appeared in runen ^ 
how Oxford might be enabled 
to win. A canal was to be dug 

_iU_iinh fr»r fYvfnrH Tfl 


iff 

Man* Mmu i5rf*eThif- 

to have remembered me 


tO Win. QUUU iv. 
straight through for Oxford to 
row on, while Cambndge had 
to row foe fid] course and stop 
ai both breweries for a drink. 
So these races seem to go in 
cycles. 

Yours faithfully. 

F. D. HEYER, 

4. East Terrace, 

Budleigh Salterton. Devon. 

From MrE.M. Hall , 

Sir I agree with Chris Baillieu 
(Sports Letters, April 1) that 
rowing reflects many of the 
skilLs and attitudes foat we will 
require if we are to succeed m 

acorn petifoe world. Words to 

foe same effect were spoken by 
Virginia Boitomley, heisdf an 


oarswoman and daughter of 
an oarsman, when she ad¬ 
dressed us on Ladies Night at 
Leander Club on February 20 
this year. 

Alsa ai Henley Royal Re¬ 
gatta in 1991; the retired 
senior tutor of an Oxford 
college said to me: “I did not 
row, but I had a high regard 
for rowing men. They were 
always employable.*' 

As to rowing’s being “an 
absurd form of locomotion" 
(leading article. March 29) the 
absurdity is certainly no great¬ 
er than that of knocking a 
small ball all over foe country¬ 
side with a variety of sticks in 
order to drop it into sunken 
flowerpots. 

Yoms faithfully, 

E. M. HALL 
6. Fair Mile. 
Henley-on-Thames, 
Oxfordshire. 


From MrP. Morris 
Sir. The articles today (April 5) 
by David Miller and Rob 
Hughes are the latest exam¬ 
ples of 77ie Times' consistent 
dislike of foe professionalism 
of Arsenal FoothaD Club. 

Nowhere in the world does 
one see the tendency always to 
praise the loser and denigrate 
foe winner more than in 
Britain. Arsenal FC has 
money, talent discipline, hun- 
ger-to-win, a great tradition 
and much more, all attributes 
that lesser clubs should aspire 
to. Mr Miller refers to the 
attitude of Sheffield United’s 
followers who indulge in foat 
“contemporary egalitarian at¬ 
titude of no one else having 
foe right to possess anything 
they (Sheffield United) cannot 
afford” but falls firmly into the 
same trap himself by his petty 
denigration of the achieve¬ 
ment of Sunday's FA Cup 
semi-final win. 

Let’s show even-handed 
support of winners and give 
credit where it is due. 

Yours faithfully. 

P. MORRIS. 

74, Brentham Way. 

Ealing, W5. 


From MrD. N. Dow, 

Sir. As a German, 1 wonder 
why the Football Association 
does not ask for one minute's 
silence in honour of Tofik 
Bakhramov, the linesman 
who ruled the kail had crossed 
the line for England’s third 
goal in the 1966 World Cup 
final at Wembley and who 
died recently (report. March 
27). He did more than anyone 
for English football in the last 
100 years. 

Yours faithfully, 

D.N.DOW, 

Seagull, Wessex Avenue. 
Bognor Regis. 


From the Cricket Secretary of 
the Test and County Cricket 
Board 

Sir, J must take issue with Paul 
Newton, who stated (Sports 
Letters, April 1) that the Test 
and County Cricket Board 
(TCCB) had “heavy-rollered” 
an all four-day Britannic As¬ 
surance Championship pro¬ 
gramme past the “manifestly 
reluctant counties” and also 
that there had been a deliber¬ 
ate policy to “enervate and 
asphyxiate” the pitches on 
which county cricket was 
played. 

Mr Newton refers to foe 
TCCB as if it were some sort of 
organisation separate from 
the counties. The TCCB if the 
counties (plus, of course. MCC 
and the Minor Counties 
Cricket Association). It is the 
counties who elect the sub¬ 
committees foat make recom¬ 
mendations to the Board and 
it is the counties who vote on 
those recommendations. 

The Murray working par¬ 
ty's proposals relating to all 
four of foe Board’s domestic 
competitions were voted on as 
a complete package in May 
1992. However, ft has become 
dear that, had the proposal to 
introduce an all four-day 
championship programme 
been considered in isolation, it 


would have been supported 
virtually nem con. Hardly a 
case of using foe “heavy 
roller*’. 

1 would also point out that 
there is not and never has 
been (as Mr Newton suggests) 
a TCCB directive to counties to 
prepare pitches that neither 
seam nor turn. The policy of 
the Board is to encourage 
groundsmen to prepare pitch¬ 
es that give some assistance to 
all the different skills of foe 
game and foe Board's pitches 
committee has taken a 
number of initiatives in recent 
seasons to encourage spin 
bowlers in particular. The only 
type of pitch that is “outlawed" 
(to use Mr Newton’s own 
phrase) is one foal is neither 
properly prepared nor suitable 
for first-class cricket Not an 
inappropriate proviso, surely, 
for a first-class game and 
certainly not one designed to 
asphyxiate or enervate. 

Yours faithfully. 

TIM LAMB. 

Cricket Secretary. 

Test and County Cricket 
Board, 

Lord's Ground, NW8 


being played continuously 
with three or even four series 
per country during the course 
of a year, is it not time that the 
International Cricket Council 
considered instituting a world 
Test match competition. 
Organised on either a league 
or knock-out basis, the time 
scale could be as little as two 
years. For simplification, the 
nine Test-playing countries 
could be reduced to eight by 
the weaker sides — England, 
Sri Lanka and Zimbabwe — 
combining to produce one 
team. 

Yours faithfully. 

ARNOLD THOMAS, 

Church House, 

Slindon. Arundel. 

West Sussex- 


Win a 


trip to 
World 


Cup 

Sevens 



The Times and The Famous 
Grouse have combined to 
offer a VIP trip for two to the 
inaugural Rugby World Cup 
Sevens in Edinburgh next 
week as a prize for a special 
competition. 

The trip, for foe winner and 
a guest of his or her choice, 
indudes return flights to Edin¬ 
burgh from Heathrow or 
another regional airport: two 
tickets to finals day at 
Murrayfield on Sunday. April 
J S, and dinner, bed and 
breakfast at foe Balmoral Ho¬ 
tel the previous evening. 

The 10 runners-up will win 
The Famous Grouse/Rugby 
World Cup Sevens sweatshirt 
and a special presentation 
bottle of The Famous Grouse 
whisky. 

For the chance to experience 
first hand the drama and 
atmosphere of international 
seven-a-side rugby, study the 
seven names primed as ana¬ 
grams below. They form foe 
world’s best seven-a-side team 
chosen by a panel chaired by 
Gareth Edwards, foe former 
Wales and British Isles scrum- 
half. from those players due to 
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Finest Scotch Whisky 


participate in the tournament 
The players’ countries have 
been given as a due. 

Write your answers on the 
entry form and send it. to 
arrive by noon on Wednesday. 
April 14. to: 

Rugby World Cup Sevens 
competition. 

Sports Department. 

The Times. 

1. Pennington Street, 

London E1 9XN. 

The winner will be foe 
sender of the first correct entry 
drawn from those received by 
noon on April 14 and will be 
notified by telephone foat day. 


J.KEESAM IARRAS 
(Fiji} 

2- CRJEHUSR 
(New Zealand) 

3. TRAUNEL NABANSCE 
(France) 

4. CHILEAM GALNYH 
(Australia) 

5. ALASEIW VEERSI 
(Fiji) 

6. KREED TRASK 
(Scotland) 

7. VIDAD SEEMCAP 
(Australia) 


ENTRY FORM 


Name 


Address 


Daytime telephone 


ANSWERS 


CONDITIONS OF ENTRY 
Employees (and their relatives) 
of Times Newspapers Ud. The 
Famous Crouse or their agents 
are not eligible for entry. The 
Sports Editor's derision k final 
No correspondence. 


From Mr A. Thomas 
Sir. With foe seemingly end¬ 
less and virtually meaningless 
one-day cricket imernationaLs 


Drug problem 

From Sir Arthur Gold 


Sir, The announcement (re¬ 
port. March 31) that Kanin 
Krabbe’s four-year suspension 
for alleged drug abuse has 
been reduced to one year is 
both intriguing and puzzling. 

The current International 
Amateur Athletic Federation 
(1AAF) period of disqualifica¬ 
tion is four years for steroid 
and similar abuse but only 


three months for stimulant 
abuse. The period of one year 
promulgated by the German 
Athletic Federation would 
seem to suggest their appeals 
panel considers clenbuterol 
more than a stimulant but less 
than a steroid. 

Yours faithfully. 

ARTHUR GOLD, 

49, Friem Mount Drive, 
Whetstone. N20. 


Sports Letters may be sent 
by fax to 071-782 5046. ■ 


JA60RD-WATCHl NG _ 


Answers from page 48 
MARQUES AN 

One of the Polynesian aborigines of the Marquesas Islands; 
also, (lie language spoken by them, from the Marquesas Islands 
in the Pacific “Eight or ten nuts (commonly known as the tandk- 
nut, from their emitting a bright flame; and being used by 
Marquesans as a substitute for candles) are strung on a piece of 
reed.” 


SIMBA 

(c) A lion, also, figuratively a warrior or leader, from the Swahili 
word: “In battle, die simbas had to walk straight forward, and 
beep their eyes to the front to avoid loss of invulnerability.'* 

CHALONE 

(b) An internal secretion that reduces or inhibits foe action of 
certain organs mid tissues, adaptation of the Greek chalon, 


prescat participle of chalad l slacken, after hormone: 
nes. which 


“Hormones, which stimulate organs and tissues to greater 
activity, others are called chalones, which pot on a brake." 

P1FFER 

(<3 A memberof foe Punjab Frontier Force (a military unit raised 
in 1849 and employed especially to police foe North-West 
Frontier of India outing British rule) or of one of foe regiments 
that succeeded it from foe initials of (he name of the force “The 
Guides, foe Punjab Frontier Force (Pilfers), foe Sikhs and foe 
Gurkhas, would have allowed no affectations of superiority from 
any British regiment household or line.** 


SOLUTION TO WINNING CHESS MOVE 
The rickety white edifice crumbled after /... Rxc2+! 2 Kxc2 Bb3+! 
3 Rxb3 (3 Kxb3 Qxdl+) 3 ... Qxdl* 4 KxdJ fl/Q* and 5 ... Qxf4. 
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Failings in 
technique 
are exposed 
by French 


England Schools.9 

France Schools.22 

By David Hands 
RUGBY CORRESPONDENT 

IF ENGLAND'S senior side 
has declined from grand slam 
grace this season, the school 
boys have descended even 
further. Last season saw a 
junior grand slam at 18-group 
level, but now England 
schools are staring at a white¬ 
wash. followed by a summer 
tour to New Zealand of all 
places. 

Yesterday's defeat at a wet 
and windy Camborne by two 
goals, a try and a dropped goal 
to three penalties was the third 
this year, following defeats by 
Wales and Scotland. Now 
only Ireland remain and the 
prospects in Belfast next Wed¬ 
nesday for a side who are 
admittedly afflicted by injury 
are not good. 

However, just as England's 
senior A side have sustained 
their victorious form so, at 
their end of the game, have 
England Colts, who have beat¬ 
en Italy and Wales and play 
Scotland at Kelvinside on 
Saturday. To a degree schools 
and colts overlap (six of Satur¬ 
day's colts XV won schools 
caps last season) and the 
oomplaints. not surprisingly. 
remain die same. 

There is an absence of baric 
skills that a few national squad 
weekends cannot cure. “The 
raw material is there.” Ian 
Darnel], chairman of the colts’ 
selectors said. “But h may only 
appear as late as 15 or 16. 
perhaps horn other sports, 
and the learning curve is very 
abrupt A lot of development 
work has to take place.” 

The situation for the schools 
should be better since the boys 
have die chance to play three 
or four times a week at their 
individual establishments, but 
it is not 

“We are still having to teach 
basks, such as tackling, body 
positions, where to stand at the 
lineout where the feet go at 


scrums." Ron Tennidt the 
Rugby Football Union's youth 
technical director, said. “At 19 
you should not be telling 
players how to maul, it should 
be second nature” 

At Camborne it was not and 
there were echoes of the five 
nations’ championship matc h 
against France at Twicken¬ 
ham in January in the two 
tries which gave the French 
boys such a valuable early 
platform The first came direct 
horn a penalty kick at goal 
which fell short, the second 
from a diagonal kick to the 
wing. In neither case did the 
defence chall enge for the ball 
and the result was tries for 
Nadau. the determined 
French wing. 

But in every phase the 
French were more eager for 
foe ball and England did not 
have a dominant set-piece on 
which to fall back. They were 
beaten at the lineout. the one 
area of the ride that has 
remained unchanged, and the 
scrum was under severe pres¬ 
sure. The consequence for 
England was slow possession 
and limited opportunity for a 
midfield which, in. a scoreless 
second half, showed occasion¬ 
al flashes of good form. 

Ashforth’s goal-kicking kept 
England in touch and techni¬ 
cal infringements inhibited 
the French. But England 
found various ways of conced¬ 
ing the ball which contributed 
to Pectin's scores — die first a 
dropped goal behind an Eng¬ 
land lineout the second a try 
after a kick and chase over 70 
metres. 

SCORERS: England Schools; Paraffins: 
Asfrforth (3). French Schools: Tries: Nadau 
(2], Pacfier. Conversions: BordeEouta, 
Vara. Dropped god: Feder. 

ENGLAND 18 GROUP: R AsMortti 
(Bradford GS); T Morgan (CBtool, M 
Denney (BecSard Modern, captate). A Blyth 
(Rugby), T Seim (Cheltenham), S Birins 
(Bradford GS). DMalone (ShamebrookJ: A 
Ozdamfr (K cana p oint}. C Dawson- 
Wa&er (Worth). D BeB (Colstons). SWade 
(Arudate and Wherfdate), D Belay (Wdras 
SmJti Fom Coflege). R FMer (Cheosnham), 
G Mktel (HaJeybuiy), M Brookes (Trent). 
FRANCE IS GROUP: J-F Vlas: N Nadau. 
J-M Souvergte, G BcrdewtxJe, B RSbes; A 
Pwter. L Andneu. X Audu. J-M Bertrand. A 
Da Siva [rep: W Begana), N GocSgncr (rep: 
F Marines), M Maairdy. C Bergez, R 
Jechoux (captain). D Gabn. 

Referee: C Thoms (Wales).. 


Worded Bird flies out 
for harsh Test series 


DTCKIE Bird heads for Trim- 
dad this weekend with a key 
role in the unofficial world 
championship of Test cricket 
The Yoikshirernan, who has 
taken charge of more big 
matches than any other um¬ 
pire admits: “I’m worrying 
about it already." 

West Indies and Pakistan, 
both of whom requested Bird 
officiate at the potentiaDy- 
explosive three-Test series, will 
be delighted to bear he is 
worried. They know from that 
Bird is never happy unless he 
is fretting about something — 
but once he dons his white 
coat and white hat he will be 
ready to tadde whatever the 
game can throw at him. 

“It’s in my nature to worry," 
he said “West Indies and 
Pakistan are the two best 


teams around and everyone 
will look at this series as a 
championship decider. There 
are bound to be flashpoints 
during foe course of three 
games, but 111 just try to 
handle these matches as 1 
have all the others. I’ve always 
got on well with the two teams, 
which helps.” 

Bird’s mission promises to 
be physically as well as mental¬ 
ly demanding. The three Tests 
— in Trinidad, Barbados and 
Antigua—are virtually back to 
back and he is due to stand on 
ail 15 days, with the West 
Indian umpires Steve 
Bucknor and Lloyd Barker 
alternating at foe cither end. 

The first match of the series 
will be his 51st Test — three 
more than former record hold¬ 
er Frank Chester. 


Dedication and records set S cudamo re apart 
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Champion farewell: Scudamore gawis his final big-race triumph on Granville Again in the Champion Hurdle at Cheltenham last month. Photograph: Ian Stewart 

"there was never much Within three years of turn- Julian Muscat reflects On the Unparalleled by Scudamore's strike-rate in might ^ram 

doubt PWer Scnda- ing professional. Scudamore ---;- the 1991-2 season, when one eight he also 

more was destined to had shared the tide with career Of Peter Scudamore, who retired in. tbreeof his ndes was a f.A ,s 

to the saddle. What John Francome. The tatter's --;- winner. Three seasonsiearh- as yirepnKident of foe. 

i not have been foreseen, guile and finesse served as a yesterday with eight titles to his credit g.hey beonnetiiefiisttP «ys AssooatwMi, 


T here was never much 
doubt Peter Scuda¬ 
more was destined to 
rafa» to the saddle. What 
could not have been foreseen 
however, was the collection 
of records he would accumu¬ 
late in his 15-year career. 

The total of 1.677 victories, 
foe last of which came on 
Sweet Duke at Ascot yester¬ 
day. umIh’s him the most 
successful jump jockey in 
history, far eclipsing foe pre¬ 
vious best of 1,138 accrued 
by Stan Meflor. 

Scudamore has been 
champion every season since 
1985-6. Six years ago he 
predicted he would retire at 
35, die birthday he will 
celebrate on June 13. 

These statistics, impressive 
as they may be, wfll serve to 
enlighten future generations 
only of his prowess. Yet it is 
Scudamore's fierce determ¬ 
ination and winning instinct 
that sustain the memory. 


Within three years of turn¬ 
ing professional, Scudamore 
had shared the title with 
John Francome. The tatter's 
guile and finesse served as a 
guiding light to the young¬ 
ster desperate to assume 

F rancome 's mantle as the 

nation’s leading rider. 

Scudamore took an inter¬ 
est in raring from his fannar 
tive years. Aged eigit. he saw 
the conclusion of his father's 
riding days after a bad tall at 
Wolverhampton. 

Michael Scudamore, while 
never champion, rode Oxo to 
victory in foe 1959 Grand 
National, a prize treasured 
above all others fay Scuda¬ 
more Jr but one that would 
elude him- He also missed 
out on other championship 
races, notably the Chelten¬ 
ham Gold Cup and tire King 
George VI Chase at 
Kemp ton. 

From the outset Scu¬ 
damore never doubted his 


own ability. The eariy chap¬ 
ters in his professional life 
brought unwarranted atten¬ 
tion‘Tor over-zealous use rtf 
the whip but this amounted 
to no more than manifest¬ 
ation of his ambition. His 
style remained forceful as he 
worked on foe rudiments 
with David Nicholson, for 
whom-he rode when turning 
professional in 1979. 

Nicholson’s father, 
Frendue. was a renowned 
tutor of young riders and 
now his son is maintaining 
that tr adition. Nicholson can 
reflect today not just an his 
pivotal role in Scudamore's 
career, but that of Richard 
Dtmwoody, the champion- 
eket who joined Nicholson 


when Scudamore tranrierred 
his allegiance to Fred Win¬ 
ter's stable in 1986. Soon 
after, however, in a fall at 

home. Winter sustained usu¬ 
ries that confined him to a 
whe cManc 

T he stable’s strength 
dwindled and the sta¬ 
ble jockey, eager to 
capitalise on Ins status as 
heir to the now-retired 
Francome; joined the rapidly 
developing stable of Martin 
Kpe- _ -.v 

The affiance went on to 
unparalleled success, each 
inspiring foe other to yet 
higher standards of profes¬ 
sionalism. The quest for all- 
out victory is best illustrated 


by Scudamore's strike-rate in 
foe 1991-2 season, when one 
in three of his rides was a 
winner. Three seasons earli¬ 
er, he had become the first to 
break the 200 -harrier. 

Scudamore rode his first 
winner at foe flieltenham 
festival Solar Cloud, only 
seven years ago. Since then 
his many big-race triumphs 
have included the Champion 
Hurdle twice — on Critic 
Shot, trained by Charlie 
Brooks, in 1988. and foe 
Pipe-trained Granville A^in 
last month- 

intense concentration 
marked Scud amo re out when 
maturity knocked the rough 
edges off the bravado of 
youth. Some jockeys found 
him ove rb u rdened fay it but 
he made bo apologies. More 
often than not, he had en¬ 
tered into deep, pre-race 
analysis, and would, gain 
considerable advantage by 
antici pating how a race 


(ni ght imfnld, Champion 
eight times, he also cam¬ 
paigned selflessly in his role 
as vice-president of the Jock¬ 
eys’ Association, particularly 
in its opposition to the intro¬ 
duction of restrictive guide¬ 
lines on use of the whip. 

Ultimately. Scudamore’s 
professkmahsni would not 
aflow him to cany on. He had 
recently admitted that he 
fpve less than his best at 
Uttoxeter. It is to his credit 
he accepted foe inevitable on 
his own terms, rather than 
from the baric of an 

amhntaimp- 

His riding skills earned 
him widespread respect In a 
rough-and-tumble world, rac¬ 
ing. But perhaps, those who 
wffl miss Peter Scudamore. 
MBE, most will be the regu¬ 
lar punters, who recognised 
his nevCT-saydie attitude to 
race-riding- He retires to a 
future wifom the sport with a 
reputation beyond reproach. 





Racing stock: his father’s National triumph on Oxo helped to inspire a riding career 


Carving a future: Scudamore shows his affinity with creatures great and small 




_ BASEBALL _ 

AMERICAN LEAGUE: Cattxnta Anoefc 3, 
Mhafee Brewers 1; CtKsgo WMb Sox 
10, Minnesota Twins 5; Seme Mariners 8, 
Toronto Blue Jays 1. 

NATIONAL LEAGUE: Chicago Cubs t. 
Atlanta Braves 0. TOsbirgh Pastes 9. Sen 
Diego Pact™ 4: Ratadeipfw Phftes 5. 
Hausen Astros 3: San Fran cisc o Grants 2. 
a Louts Carfnats 1; Los Angeles Dodgers 
4. Flortda Matins 2. 

BASKETBALL 



_ BOWLS _ 

ELY: International Masters: W Ftoastta bt 
M Etdng, 0-4, 3-6, M Kkag fat R Han. 6-9.9- 
2,9-8: M Prtce U. P Vamvacoptxfcs. 9 -Sl. 2- 


THEtJBBJ* TIMES 


RACING 

Commentary 

Call 0891 500 123 

Results 

Call 0891 100 123 


GOLF 

News Emm die US Masters 

Call 0839 555 550 


Calls cost 36p pa 
4Spperinmat 


9.9-«; D J Btyart bt M EnMstle. 9-3,9-7; G 
Harlow M D Easy, 8-9. 941. 9-5; 1 
McWTwitoy bt W Hobart. 9-7. 3-9. 9« G 
Cotes bt J Rsdnat, 9-8, 9-8; H Duff bt J 
Nawon, 9-3. 9-5. OuartBrfrnb: ffeharis 
bt King. 9-3.9G: Price tit Smart 3-8. M, 9- 
ft Dun bt Cotes. 9-4, 9-3; Hartaw bt 
MCWhtrney. SB, 9-7. 9-2; Rfchante M 
Price, 98: HariowbttXrfl. 9ft 9-7. 

ICE HOCKEY 

NATIONAL HOCKEY LEAGUE (NHL): 
New YoiK Islanders 3, Wasrtngton CapOac 
ft a Lot* Suss 2, Tampa Bay UtfrtnngZ 
Boston autes 7. Quebec Noraques 1; 
Mmas o t a North Stara 3, Buffalo Sabres 1; 
PMadetpbra Flyers 4. Winnipeg Jets 2; San 
Jose Shafts S. Edmonton Otes Z Catgm 
Flames 3, Los Angelos Kings 3. 

FOOTBALL 

Lon rosuta on Wednesday 
EUROPEAN CUP WINNERS' CUP: Sami- 
flnetf. test teg: AtftHdw Matted 2. Raima l. 
UEFA CUP: SoN-finate. test leg: Bocussra 
Datauid 2. Aurara O; JtWBntus 2. ftrts St 
Gefmatn t. 

PRB4ER LEAGUE: Ipswich Town V 
Chaises O; HAWesbrounh 1. Araenal ft 
Sheffield LMed 2, Leetfelteisd 1. 
BARCLAYS LEAGUE: FkndMskm: Bbm- 
tegharn Oty 1. Detby Ctxrty 1; BrenBord 1, 
Sundertand i; Bristol City 2. Bristol Roves 
1; Cartridge Unted 3, Notts Ooiny ft 
Charton AthtaUc ft Wrton) 1: Qmsty 
Town 1. Mfeel ft PtBWnaulh 4, PateTOor- 
ough Urtod ft Tranmara Rcmra ft 9nn- 
don Town 1. Second cMsion: Blackpool 2. 
Wigan Athlete i; Botton Wanderera 2. 
SMChpan County 1; Bounanouth 1. BracL 
tort Otv 1: Exeter Cttyt.Huiatyl: Leyton 
Onent 3. Burriey ft Port Vate 2. Preston 
North Bxt 2: Rntfwham United 1. FUhatn 
i. third dMakm: CardH cw i, Doncaster 
Roms t; ChestarfiBld 1. Yuk City 1; Ciewe 
AJexancku 4. Carisie Urded ft Derfngion 1. 
Wtesel Z Gilfenrtam 1. Shrewsbuy Town 
ft Heretoid UnHBS 2. Scunthoroe Unted 2 
Northampton Town 1. Bure ft Rochdale ft 
Barrel 1: S m borough 1. Wrexham 1; 
Torquay Untied 2. CofchesJa- United 2 
GM VAUXHALL CONFERENCE: Bath 4. 
Tefard 1: Bi u i ag O M B ft Gateshaad ft 
Dageniiani and Redbridge 6. MnttMrTydB 
i: Noithwidi i. Stafford 2: StetytxWqe z 
Fanborough ft Wycombe ft WoMng 5 
SCOrnSH LEAGUE: Planter cMstec 
Conte 4. AJKtoeantanE ft Htiemtai 2. Si 
JohmtmZ 

PONUNS LEAGUE: Second «fivteten: 

Coventry 2. West Bramwfch t 

FA YOUTH CUP: SemMnal, tbs lag: 
Mantffiesnr IMed 1, MM Z 
WS LOANS LEAGUE Pramler tWWon: 
Chortay 1. Burnt 1; Maine ft Emtey Q 
FJrai dMsten: RedtSIfe l. Knowrfeirl. Cup: 
SemMna, tat teg: Bndfagwt 2. Grate 

Harwood Z 







_ SWOOKBi _ 

PLYMOUTH' Sfre Sports Operr Fourth 
round: P Ebdcn (&«) bt M Pnce (EnS, S4; 
P Dates (Wales) bit Chariton (Aus), 5ft 
FtWi round: K Dcheny (its) bt D water 
(Bite, 5-1 ;P Dawes. (Wsteo) bt J Fogusor 
?&j 3. 5-1; N Bond (&S a T Qmns 
jW*s^5-3; S Hendry (Scott tit P BxJon 


SQUASH 




NEVILLE OVQCS4 COMBMATIONi 
Fkst tMstorc WimWadon ft Southampton 
1. Second tflvfetorcYeovil.Btmwgrtm ft 
EAST ANGLIAN CUP: Sawtandgeworih 1. 
Bshop'3 Stortlcrd ft 

RACKETS 

OUSTS CLUBS The Baft Lae Society 1 
(5 Kvemdte and □ Reed (Bar) u N Cooper 
and R Fteter 1S6.1H. 18-15: R Subon&J 
Zawoda-Martn (8a) 15-9: ZawotbMartin 
(Bar) te Cooper 15-11). 



TENNIS 


RUGBY UNION 

HBNBrai LEAGUE: FM dMam S*m- 
sea 3ft Newport i& 


CLUB HATCHES: 
Northampton 35. M 


25, CMton Ift 
ebi nonce 10. 


FOOTBALL 

POKTHS LEAGUE: Frrte ettteen: Nctbn 
Forest v Sheffield Wednesday (7X0; Notts 
Corny v Btetteum (7 jot Second tt- 
visten: WdtJtesbrough v Everton (7 0), 
Oldhart v Dertjy (7U). 

NEVILLE OVB4D&I COMBINATION: 
FhtedMEfon Brighton vWteiord (7.13. 
Bristol Ohr « Luton [7.3Q: Norerirt v 
IpewrCft p.3Qj' Portsmouth v Futeam (7X1): 
OPR v Ttewham (7.0). Second (Mam 




Women. K Date (Japan)« Fa 
&0. frO: P Shriver (US) bt A 


Cardff v Exeter G.Q). 

HFS LOANS LEAGUE: Fba dWsten- 
Congtaron v W am n ^pu rt (733] 

BORO GAIS LEAfflJE OF KELAN& 
Premier dh r tel orc Group A: Siebune v 
Dundafc (7.45). Onup a Waterford v 
Shamxk(5JD 

OtADORA LEAGUE: Second Arisim 
Banstead v letehatheed Fid Mem¬ 

bers cup: TTibd round: Hayes v Grays. 
(7 JO). 



(US), 6-1. rtebed, S Ftottiar JHol) bt M 
Wyauchl (Japan), 7-8, Sft: P fisnefc* (U^ 
ra. bt Y BasUd (kidcO. 6-1, Sft; M Oramais 
/Hrd)btKN3gast*a(Japrei).8-7.6ft 7-* 
N Prods (AusibiAJSUapen), 8-4,6-ft M 
JagganWMftu^ bt Sf 
(«), &ft 6-ft M Endo 
Sawamtesu (Japan). 6-3, 6-7 (6-7). 6-4. 

AMBJA ISLAND, Florida: Women's \ox- 
nament: Rtte round (US untess stastfl: K 
(taM bt S FrarM (Gar), 3ft 6-4, 8-2; F 
Latettyg) btA Tamesvart (Hun), 3ft 6-2, 
6ft I Gonochteegte (Ng) W C Papactate 
jGrt, Jft 7ft 8-1; T Jgnasew mss) M M 
BoSegraf (Hoft 5-7. 7ft fr* A GareWon 
(MBxfbl A Vleaa (Bri. 6ft 7ft. V Mertinek 
tez Ftep) bt M Drate (Can). 6-ft 6-1; G 

HeigBEOn bt S Cade. 6-ft 4ft 6-4. 

Second raundt L McNeB bt F B 
(K3,6ft7-S:LUBaSrH(Ru^btCRubte.6- 
4/6-1; A Sandtez Vicerio (So) bt F Parted 

P . 6-1.6ft L Davenport W C Krtfcnan. 1- 
5-2, 6-3; S Sttehxd bt R Bottom (Cz 
ReoL 6ft a~4; A Cootasr (SA) bt N 


Erwgoi*: JCro), 7-s. &3; M Matetea- 
Fre^re btARteal ft). 6ft 6ft N 

Znm (Belarus) bt B Fteco-VieUa (Pfb), 6- 
ft 64; G SattW (AI0) bt J Kroger (SA). 6- 
1.6ft 

BARCBX3NA: Spenteh Open: (Spanish 
unless staled): Second round: J Sanchez 
Vtoario bt JMur. 6ft 6ft M Gusttessm 
Gwe) bt O Deteta (Frt. 6ft 66; J Airess bt 
RSrrteero. 2ft 6-1.63; AMedmdav(LM 
bt B Wuyts (Ren. 6-3 eft I Lendl bt M 
Naesns (Get). 6ft 6ft R Gteert (Fr) U M 
Goeker per). 6-4.1ft 7ft Y K al a t ilw 
puss) bt F Ctewt 7ft 7ft S aunjora bt J 
Bixso, 7-6, R Futon p) bt ESenetiez 
Vtaarta. 7-S. 7ft 

MOTS ATP RANKMGS: Marc 
posteonKi.JCoutor 
P Sampras (US), 3^1 _ 

3X64:4. B Better (Ger), 2,680; 5. 

(Cs Rap), 2.452; 6, G Nanbmfc 
,7. AApassi (U9.ftire:B,M 
1979;Tl Lend (USL 1.978; 10, 
Stteh per), 1.828: 11. R KiWtec (Ht«. 
1313,i2.MWashngton(U5. tjS90; 13.K 
Novaoak (Cz Reg). 1571; 14. W FemUra 
(SA), 1564; 15. T Uustar (Austria), 1538: 
16. G Funet (Fi). 1518; 17. S Btuguera 
(Sr). 1.46ft18. C Coste prt. 1,4271TB. A 
Medvedev (Ute). 1,414; a, A Vt*ov 
(Russ). 1508; 2i. H Holm (Swej. 1587; 22, 
M Woodtarde Ifiue), 1241:23, A Botesdt 
(Fri, 1,145,24, F Santoro (Ft), 1561:25. M 
Rcssat (SwG), 1,031. 

WO«erS WTA RANKMGS: Leeteq 
posdons: V M Seles Mm). 321.1114 
potets; 2. S Gral (Get), 2935111; 3. A 
Sanche; Vfcario (Sp), 2045546; 4, M 
Navratfove (USL 1^2340: 5, G Sabata 
(fcgj. 1095O2S: B, J Capritef fU$. 
121.5342; 7. M J Femendez (US), 
118 6963; 6, C Martinez (Sti, 1062748:9, J 
Novotna (Cz Rap). BzSm ift A Huber 


> 


u 9 O 





Bouff (ChisJertrat), 3 and Z 
SONY WORLD RANKINGS: 1. N Ftedo 
(Eng).2ft37 pts; 2, FCouples (US), 1537; 
3. N Price (SA), M.19; 4. G Norman (Aus). 
14.14: S. B Langw (Ger), 1359; 6. I 
WDoaiam (WaJas)T 12.17; 7, TKte (LK). 
12.12; B. J M Oteztote (Sp). 11.78; 9. P 
Abnger ((B). 1154; 10. D Lore « flJS). 
1043; 11. J Cook (LEI. 1052; 12. J Qzte 
Wte»ft9.40; 13. M McNtety (Zhtl. 923: 
14. M O'Meara (US), 8.61; 15 P Stewart 
(1^1.848; 16. C Montgomerie (Set#). 8.41; 
17. S Bafesleroa (Sp), 8.36; 18, C Pawn 
(US). 823; 19. R Royd (US). 758; 2a B 
LJtedte (US). 780; 21. D Port (SA). 7.43: 
22, A Lyte (Soon. 758. 23, S EXMm 
(Aus). 7.07; 24. A Jofreione (3m), 8.7S 25, 
P Senior (Aus), 6-51. 



and N Shte (U H eftgnptorV&amtey), rai 
18th hole; P J and S Benfco Mtoet Sussex! 
bt J and D K*«n (Nantiry and 
CrooMwiVR Ontjua Ports), on i«h hate; P 
J M and R Bathurst MonWay Gonmcn) W J 
R Aand R BorttoAdd (psweeby). 3 md 2: R 
J and O W (WorpHSter) u A and J 

Sponwrftythan Green Dtto^.2a«il;VF 


D®P*i Conditions Last 

.f®*®, Ruts to Weather Temp anow 

L u Pfete resort °C faN 

Bonnta -° 14 °, , 9°°d closed dotxJy 4 24/3 

{AH runs at resort level closed. Firm snow on upper runs) 
Cotamayeur...... 30 150 new snow fter 6 7/A 

(to laffing tm lower runs. VisWflty poor on upper runs) 

Llv ’9 no .20 100 new fefc snow 0 7/4 

SlNn7 ^^ M ' w “PP*- Extensive ski area. BOkms of wa open) 

Arosa --^-, 120 new new snow 0 7/4 

(Slopes bang yoomed. Fresh snow on hard base at an levels) 

Cran3 (^rira^ir«»! tSF 1 * dOSed 13,0 5 4/4 

^Pprmg skHr^al rrtft^abon. TWn cover. w« snow on lower runs) 

Kto8tere . 25. 240 ^ thin^- snow 2 V* 

(Fresh P ( ^ er *** 9°«J condHions a5ove nW-statton) Z 

ZeKrnM - . -- 40 230 fresh --sSmi snow »-"7/4 

"*‘** a ' * ma ^ 10 *™**X*K^ 

A^»d*Hu82.20 240 onn a nrm . _ 

M-y ^ n^s ^ 

^. 7 7/4 

am -Cross-courtytrai^^Ked) ^ ^ 
* rfo nnaBon suppGed by Ski Hot&w 
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Zafonic loses unbeaten record 


RACING 45 


FROM Our French R«™ c Correspondent m Paris 

ZAFON 1 C, last seas™** . 



sgrapfe las 


ZAFONIC. last season’s 
champion two-year-old, was 

surprisingly beaten on his 
reappearance at Maisons-Lal- 
fitte yesterday but remains on 
course for the 2,000 Guineas 
at Newmarket on May l it 
was the first defeat of his 
career. He failed by a short 
head against Kingmambo in 
the Pnx DjebeL a listed race 
over seven furlongs, with his 
pacemaker. Kashani, another 
short bead third. 

Zafonic was ill-suited by the 
heavy ground and the mud¬ 
dling pace, and. after Cash 
Asraussen had got fast run on 
Kingmambo, Eddery was not 
hard on his mount, never 
using the whip. 


Nap: ABBEY’S GAL 
(4.00 Brighton) 

Next best Shalom 
(2.00 Brighton) 

Despite the defeat, trainer 
Andre Fabre conformed that 
Zafonic will run next in the 
Guineas. Eddery said: M I was 
easy on foe horse, this was not 
the Guineas. It was a fanny 
race with the pace changing 
all the time. He was fresh, 
pulling hard early and he will 
improve a lot for the race. 

“He also hated the ground. 
You can never be confident 
about a classic, but I remain 
hopeful about his chance in 
the Guineas.” 

Kingmambo tracked 
Kashani. who remained dear, 
with Zafonic pulling hard in 
third. Kingmambo overtook 
Kashani passing the ftiriong 
pole, and though Zafonic had 


only haif a length to make up, 
he was unable to quicken in 
his customary fashion. 

TTie stewards spoke to 
Eddery about his tender han¬ 
dling of the 10-1 on favourite 
but accepted his exp lanation 
The ground was particualrfy 
heavy, and with Kashani, 
whose only other start was 
when narrowly winning an 
ordinary maiden on this track 
in November, finishing dose 
up. the form of the race looks 
unreliable. 

Francois Boutin, the trainer 
of Kingmambo. said: “King- 
mambo is likely to run next in 
the Poule d’Essai des Poulains 
(French 1,000 Guineas).” 

Bookmaker reaction was 
mixed. Ladbrokes ease d 
Zafonic to 2-1 Guineas favour¬ 
ite, from 4-5. while W illiam 
Hill offer 7-4. But Coral 
withdrew Zafonic from the 
list, believing his owner, 
Khaled Abdulla, has other 
strings to his bow. notably 
Armiger (quoted at 10-1), and 
PiacerviHe and Wharf (both 
12 -1). Barathea is their new 
5-1 favourite. 

On a disappointing day for 
Fabre, Elizabeth Bay, die 
trainer’s prindpal hope for the 
1,000 Guineas, also suffered a 
surprise defeat She was beat¬ 
en two lengths by Wixon, who 
completed a fine double for 
Asmussen and Boutin, in die 
listed Prix Imprudence. 

However, Elizabeth Bay 
was hampered when the lead¬ 
er Love For Ever dropped 
back sharply with a quarter of 
a mile to race. She then had to 
be switched wide and, despite 
finishing well, was never able 
to get back on terms with the 
winner. She wzQ probably stiD 
make the Guineas line-up. 



Fallen hero: Zafonic’s classic case has been weakened by defeat in France 


though Fabre will talk with 
her owner. Shaikh Moham¬ 
med, before making any firm 
plans. 

Wixon holds a 1.000 
Guineas entry. “If I am to 
have a runner in either of die 
English Guineas it wiQ be 
Wixon in the 1,000." Boutin 
said. 


Z25 Prix Djebal (Listed race: 
3-Y-O colts: £14.337: 7f) 

1. Kingmambo (C Asmussenl; 2, 
Zafonic (Pat Eddery); 3, Kashani 
CT Jamet). 4 ran. F Boutin. Sft hd, 
sh hd, 8L Tote (foe Hr stake): 5.20; 
1.10,1.10. SF: 1230. 

Irrfn 28.7sec. 


£55 Prix Imprudence (Listed 
race: 3-Y-O fl»es: £14,337:71) 

1, Wixon (C Asmussen); 2. Efiza- 
bettiBay (T JameQ;3, MissEElodie 
(T GiBet). 5 ran. F Boutin. 21, II, KL 
Tote (foe Ifr stake): 3.30; 1.10, 
1.10. SF 5.70. 
imfo 31-Ssec. 


Flag men 
will have 
radio link 

A RADIO fink between 
the starter and his flag 
man is among a series of 
measures introduced 
yesterday aimed at pre¬ 
venting a repeat of the 
Grand National fiasco. 

Following consult¬ 
ation with the Race¬ 
course Association and 
the Jockeys’ Association, 
the Jockey Gfab an¬ 
nounced a package de¬ 
signed to improve start 

and recall procedures. 

In addition to being 
provided with a radio, 
the advance flag map 
will wear a while coat to 
distinguish him from 
other racecourse person¬ 
nel, such as fencemen 
and medical staff, who 
wear bright dayglo jack¬ 
ets. Also, fluorescent 
flags will be supplied by 
the Jockey Club to all 
racecourses by the begin¬ 
ning of next week. 

Clerks of the course 
are to ensure that the 
advance fln gmm is fully 
briefed, on his responsi¬ 
bilities, induding the use 
of his radio. The derks 
will also ensure that jock¬ 
eys know how the flag¬ 
man is to be identified, 
and the colour of his flag. 

The measures, which 
were implemented at As¬ 
cot's fixture yesterday, 
will continue to operate 
until the Jockey Club 
working party investigat¬ 
ing the circumstances of 
the Grand National start 
makes its recomm¬ 
endations. 


Overheard sparkles 
in Ludlow triumph 


By Brian Beel 

OVERHEARD ran out one of 
the most impressive winners 
of the Tunes Rising Stars 
series in the final qualifying 
race at Ludlow yesterday. The 
prayers of Caroline Saunders 
were answered when heavy 
rain turned the going to soft, 
ideal for Overbeard's Gist race 
over National Hunt fences. 

Previous^ unbeaten in two 
point-to-points. one in Ireland 
last season, the six-year-old 
has always been highly re¬ 
garded by Saunders. 

Electta Lad, the mount of 
Ben Pollock, led in the early 
stages, closely tracked by 
Foxgrove and Johnny Green- 
all on Overheard. Bodfari, at 
the rear of the field, regulaity 
lost ground through erratic 
jumping. 

There was little change in 
the order until three fences 
out. where Overheard took 
over from Electra Lad, who 
fen. Greenali barely needed to 
move as he increased his lead, 
leaving the remainder to fight 
out foe minor platings. 
Foxgrove won the struggle, 
taking second by three and a 
half lengths from Tamar lass 
with Guud Street fourth. 

The official verdict of eight 
lengths gives no indication of 
the true measure of Over- 
beard's authority and Gree- 
nafl, who lost his 31b 
allowance with this success, 
the 55th of his career, said: “I 
didn't have to work too hard.” 

He was quick to pass on foe 
credit for foe success to 
Saunders. As she congratulat¬ 
ed him on his riding, he said: 
“You cant do anything other 
than win when they are as 
good as this.” 

Indeed, Green all's greatest 


the times 


m 




RISING 

STARS 

challenge was in foe straggle 
to reduce his natural weight of 
12st 7Ibio 11st 91b to take the 
ride. 

Foxgrove, another making 
her racecourse debut, pleased 
her rider, Tom Richards. “We 
won the confined race at 
Upton-on-Sevem on firm 
ground so didn't know how 
he’d handle this.” 

Although Bodfari was last to 
finish she at least completed 
safely on her third attempt in a 
Times qualifying race. She 
gave Robert Jones an often 
hair-raising ride; nearfy refus¬ 
ing at the seventh, but it was 
onfy in foe dosing stages that 
she relinquished her position 
and dropped out of the chas¬ 
ing pack. 

The first three wfll be en¬ 
tered for foe series final at 
Worcester next Wednesday. 

Race details 

3.45 (3m eti) 1. OVERHEARD (I* J 
Greanafi. 54 lav); 2, Foxgrove (Mr T 
Richads, 11-2): 3. Tamar Lass (Mr D 
Stephens. 33-1). ALSO RAN: 13-2 Beo¬ 
tia Lad (f). Rusty Bridge (5th). 7 Guild 
Street 12 BodtoC33 Bargain And 
Sale (6fr(). 50 Orty The Lonely (pu). 9 
ran. 8L 31*1. Miss C Saunders at 
Northampton. Tote: £2:30; £1 .SO. £1.40. 
E4 40. DP £5-80 CSFE8.21. 
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THUNDERER 

2.00 Marzocco. 330 Cashed. 

230 Kinema Red. 4.00 GUEN MUER (nap). . 

2.30 Kinema Kea 4.30 Risky Affair. 

3.00 Day Of History. 5.00 Tutu Sbdystx. 

The Times Private Hand [capper's top rating: 2-30 KINEMA RED. 

Our Newmarket Correspondent 230 KINEMA RED (nap). 

330 Afyakkfi. 

GOING: GOOD . SIS 

DRAW: 5F 59YD - 7F 214YD, LOW NUMBERS BEST _ ' 

to 

2.00 LEVY BOARD APPRENTICE HANDICAP 

(£2,924; 71214yd) (10 runners) 

J P) 406-510 NATIVE CHSTAN12 (C.0) JUn S Crow) S Dow 4-10-0- A Unite (5) 98 

2 16) 102503 PHH30US WOBJBT10 4-0-13.— - A Proctor 98 

3 (3) 000-000 BASS012<DJ=,9(UraSDaWCAIM4-8-1-:-Gfitotar - 

4 (7) 538Z04- (HaXSTSLTMjfGL^((taUsiw(UflTMESNn>5-S4- SIMof&.SB 

b B) 3-34550 TAUW1HB14 g (Mari) M OtotoMII 5-7-13-■-- SUcMW{5) BO 

6 pm a25203- MOLLY SPLASH 182 JS) (B C*w) C Cp*»fr-7-12---SJfcrae(7) B3 

7 (2) 40000-2 BHAL0U 12 Or) (K Gwm) R Hedefi4-7-12-TQMOLHBMB 

8 (4) 2036-34 CHQ.TERNHUNDREDS33tyfeRBmri)WUuton3-7-12— DMc&top) 97 

9 (5) 220500- MARZOCC0101 (CDJF) (C Snort) j ffetMtapa M-12- L Newton 91 

10 (B» 0002-43 SIMON aiJS Z3 (8) (0 Urine) DItanQ4-7-7-DWI0M 90 

Lae fmftap: Stow EBh 7-6. 

BETTWB: 4-1 Prados tower. M State. 6-1 Wtwi IMttwIs. ttatt SW* 6-1 lAiy Spbai. Nabn 
Ctetet io-l Mmiccii. Shat ES; r8-1 Tartf*. 25-1 toslo. 

iea2wtawKPoioNGiwcE 


FORM FOCUS 


NATIVE OBEFTAN bed Sotd Bate neck in 11- 
nmer UigBM (AW. 1m 21) metag itteis' handi- 
cgj on penmn) son 
PRECIOUS W0WER 2»l 3nl ol 10 » j* 
Nevmrtnd h Fote stone (ft good » Brm) lan»- 
cap. QUICK rn K 2nd rf 17 to Mltsodn m 
WDlmtairphr (71, good) bandesp. 


M0UY SPLASH W( 3nt ot 20 to ANnosa b 

n m. tbm) cWmet CHLWHUNDRtoS 1WI 
« ot 8 u Navi 01 Spria In UngMd W InS) 
mrtten. M 
Setamton: SHAL0U 


2.30 PYEC0MBE MAIDEN STAKES 

(3-Y-O: £3.465:1m If 209yd) (11 runners) 

1 (3) 323365- CONSPICUOUS 182<FStew)PCotefrO-— = -- - r-rr T f“" ” 

2 (7) 80- DESfflT CHA11ENGSI190 fS!WM» Aftmed Al Mte>Mn) A 9jl-_ jRNd 79 

3 (4) 4-34333 HUMU 7AHN33 (D BsmB» D EbMti M.- BWflUW® " 

4 (3 D4~ KHTWAA171 (HW^WauDHM --21 

5 &) 5-2 KBtDAARB) 13(K AtuMtj JBo afanM— -PMada^ HI 

fi B) W HVER NORTH 12 (PSwW) Lady Hvrtw9Tl-KOsgj «7 

7 (5) 40323- 5AHR171 (VI M4M«Mn) J Brtop z -~- -“ 

8 HI) 050-00 SUNBEAM CHAfltC 7 AM (1634) UQ A Mon M- K 

9 im 5 TWGUWra^P^CCjaiM-----"°?SSS to 

to m 4 7H0PCALJMSLE23(fiRv4C(|neM-K 

1? m 0804) PEnTEUMElOnWaaTMflhBJ- ~ MBaB OTsP) 85 

SfTTJNG-Vs kbow Red 5-1 Bhe Ncm B-l a*. 7-1 Consptaos. 1W Heart OaBwoer. l« 

199? - DESHTT ZONE 9-0 A MOT (2-1 W P Cole 11 BB 

FORM FOCUS 

QMEIWIA^. 

‘E^fTr^tT^n^ tKHTfoAA B 4ft ) SriteAto mUABEO - 

3 00 0V1NGDEAN HANDICAP (£3.318; im 3f 196yd) (11 runneis) 

i S SE s 

; i>j! hs T cST«isi=—a 

! 8 SR -S 

-• s&s^sSiigsfss:sc^=rnWti 

FQRM FOCUS ___ 

SSS haknbal Bi | 


3.30 WD0DMGDEAN MAIDBi STAKES 

(3-Y-O fillies: £3,377:7f 214yd) (7 runneis) 


T (7) 2- ALWtKKHTO(H N munj H Thogann Jme;6-ti-RMr 02 

2 (4) 000-0 CANMXANEAGLE 10NUnris)Glaris8-11-PalEdtay 73 

3 m 34302- CASffi-L IM (SMAfi ktstanad) M State 8-11-BCoctea® ffl 

4 (1) KS 1 SAfE(RC jzm)CC m8-11- DBIuos - 

5 (3) 4232- RAT5V GRMES110 P Grifflas) II Muggftldp 9-11-K Oaky 74 

8 (5) RAHF(HM-Mnttuti)ASJBwoS-11-JMd - 

7 re 3- SWFT SfflMG 182 (Me M AM)) P Cote 8-11-T Un 72 

BEITWe 6-4 AMHi, 2-1 CuHl 4-1 Rrit 5-1 SMI Sptno. 20-1 Pahy ftlmes, 33-1 Carafes Eagle, Knp 
Sfc 

1BB2: NO COmESPOWM RACE 

FORM FOCUS 


ALYAKKH stmt heal 2nd at IT to Easy Access m 
DoncasW (Gt. gooiQ n«d». CASTfil HI aid ol 
IJ is itans te LhpMd (It TUfot xB} tnrafca 
PATSY B®KB 412nd oHO to Postal OustiK In 
UogbeM (AW. 71) nadea 


SWIFT SPRNS 5Kf W d 5 In Lent Note in 
Hqdocfc (im. nod to soto tote wl 
RAHF is a taftosto by Wwrosn to imHoe 
tear Kkm. 

Satodton: ALYAKKH 


4.00 BffiGOTDN FESTIVAL HANDICAP 

(3-Y-O: £4,624:6f 2Q9yd) (5 nams) 

1 (41 32214- ABBEY'S GAL202 (G) p Wilantiail I fiakSBQ 3-7-RCaetmw 98 

2 fi] 530- IAICA82T7piAWSteaqHTlamsonJans8-13----R«bs 83 

3 re 024000- WfflHSTHUMDB1175 (PSb 4B1 GLonsB-5-KQatey 95 

4 CO S542Z0- 6LBIMLLER174 0As4Btotop) J8-8 ----—-TOton 98 

5 (31 320230- FMMmaXTimifo (ASpns«RAttest8-3-:- JQtoK S 

BETTlHa 48 Abbey’s GK 4-1 fisa finite. M Gten War. 10-1 tte. TS-1 ftev Tbrnder. 

Ifflfc UAGHrean 84 K Mat (11-2 to) U Jte 16 on 

FORM FOCUS 


ABBEYS BAl IM! «h to Bin Shsan to Iteaiuy 


uontoNartuy WUB11)412nd ot 8 to Wntota m fttatnoe 
a a 3nl oM5 to IS. Dood In sdO mtoen, HNAi. HIOKTIBH 4HI 
e*Ssi RASHS TfctolilWnnWtoImflc^lowcow* 
i Cnmmssn is and mane ftwod). .. 

(aodte SiteataR ABBEY'S GAL - 


NMntet (71 good u 


4.30 S0U1HWICK MEDIAN AUCTKM HAIDB1 STAKES 

(2-Y-0: £2^43:5f 59yd) (7 runners) 


7 P) 

BETTMG:2-1U 
16-1 SnoMim 


3 RBff AffiVR 6 (Ms W law) fi Ite IW)- PmiBUay - 

PETHAilfME(t*55EMJJenWns8-9- SWawirti - 

22 RtS«ETHto0SBWffP»W»J“«n'M- BRaoae - 

S0UTKXMNGIlL(UniBAmteng)P&toer8-9-ROtdiaa - 

4 STARK 10(MmBSWwri CHoni**6-0-R»* - 

6 SHffiT WHS’S! 12 (P Sa»81 R Itomon 8-8- K0*1#y - 

WQ0LY BULLY (D Btel M B*ycas B-a-0 Toole [7) - 

7-2 F&tee TNng&.4-1 Ste WNsjtt. B-Z SWto, 8-1 Pabtena. 14-11te» BUdj. 

1992: HO C0RRESPMMB MCE 

FORM FOCUS 



5.00 SEV3I DIALS CONDITIONS STAKES 

(2-Y-Q: £3388:5t 59yd) (3 ninws) 

1 (I) 21 INDIAN DREAMER 8 (D£) (R HolJ HMI9-1- 

2 ® 1 TUTU SOQYSIX12 (Dfl (JWS A Swafl R Bob B-10-- 

3 1 MADAME SHEGCGIE10 (Dfl (Mo J EuSBoO J Elate* 64 — 
BETT*G: 5-4 mtfar Doatei, 7-4 Matome Gregoue, 5-2 Tula Stojsi 

1992: MOOOBBOW M A Uxtstf (M M A BzUr 9 on 

FORM FOCUS 


KHAN DREAMER twt hBI Fsm Katte 3V4I In 7- 

UJTU 3XWZK M SSpSteWhlOnnar 
HteaU (51 *”9 "atom 


Uftnaw® 
_TQton 

. R Codnane 


Beneficial 
has Thirsk 
objective 

BENEFICIAL, the game win¬ 
ner of the Galphay Stakes at 
Ripon yesterday, win attempt 
to emulate, his half-brother 
Jeune when he returns to 
north Yorkshire on Saturday 
week. Tlie £15,Q00-added 
Thirsk Clastic Trial has been 
earmarked by trainer Geoffrey 
Wragg as foe next objective for 
his progressive oolt 
Beneficial made it three 
wins from four starts as he 
held off True Hero by a head 
under a powerful ride from 
Michael Hills. Wragg saddled 
Jeune to win the, one-mile 
Thirsk prize 12 months ago, 
and is hopeful that Beneficial 
can maintain the family 
tradition. 

Said Wragg: “We'll have to 
see how Beneficial gets on at 
Thirsk, but l*ve got him en¬ 
tered for a decent prize abroad 
after that I’ve got an open 
mind at the moment about his 
future, but 1 think hell get a 
mile and a quarter” 

John Gosden and Michael 
Roberts, foe trainer and rider 
of True Hero, took their turn 
in foe winner's enclosure after 
Daru outclassed his four oppo¬ 
nents in foe Mariongam 
Stakes. 

It was little more than an 
exercise canter for Shaikh 
Mohammed’s grey, who 
started at 14-1 on. He strolled 
to a two-length victory after 
being given his head just 
inside the final furlong. 
Thenext stop is the group 
three Sagaro Stakes at Ascot 
on April 28. 

Irish-born apprentice Mich¬ 
ael Fenton, 21. rode his first 
winner in Britain on Duveen 
in the Sawley Handicap. 


COURSE SPECIALISTS 


sow* ■ wr?£ 

M6HT 131 I0jjc , h Du*im ip Rostsuimon 
SARAZAR 7» gg. 1 VAll« 

inn «. yieWtoq sv tw*. 

^ ^ SilTOWW bMi Tie aw* 

rum} nawap ATlANifc 


ssraws 

MY OF HtSTURY W 3 rd « 6 to U Rte.tojflg 
to IjnotaU (AW. im 4} 'g**?’ jfi 
djc Sri nib wM oW mo ttorttads Sr. 

SMTE OF AfflfflS 5JSI« to 18 to BaaHad to 

FcfcsdD m (7t hewn teww- 
S*£f®sc VA UTU (nap) 


TRAINERS 

8 ArriBbonQ' 

R Boss 

H Thomson Jones 

itm 

J 

A Stwt 


ftors 

% 

JOCKEYS 

WOMS 

Rte 

1 

5 

SLO 

R Mb 

6 

27 

m 

24 

33J 

n cuetas» 

20 

ill 

18LP 

13 


T Ogfcn 

30 

18D 

16.7 

20 

m 

J Rrid 

2B 

171 

16.4 

32 

28.1 

S Roua 

T6 

153 

IflS 

22 

22.7 

D Stags 

5 

49 

112 


THUNDERER 

2^0 The FemhiU Flyer. 2fi0 CallsarL 350 In The 
Money. 3.50 Bajan. 4^0 Mlssy-S. 4.50 Muhfashim. 
520 Maac Orb. 


3 3600 GBCRALU1K9P RfltaayB-O-W Piwmes 5 

4 504 HOSIXE VWTNESS13 R rtarnm 9-0-U Robots 1 

5 m- KASSAB 202 J Dunlop 3-0_W Cason 4 

8 000- 0CTIBB1 BREW ISO 6 LMb 9-0_Pa Eittiy? 

7 008- (HMAUT0171IIBbflrtvnl94)_ DHdBbUG 

11-10 Kate. 7-2 Bte. B-2 Oaaba Bn, 10-1 Acste. 12-1 Haafe WKness. 
20-1 Ranfito. 25-1 Bate Link. 




JIU, 

A 

rrn 

DRAW; NO ADVANTAGE SIS 

(£ 



2.20 lOIIGHTDNMAIDBI AUCTION STAKES 

(2-Y-ff: £2,691:512yd) (13 nm) 

1 - BUJRRH) MAGE R Hsman 9-0-BRaymmd5 

2 2 GAELIC STAR SRfMmtend 90-WR«ani3 

3 GRANDEE 8 MtoMm 90-Allmnl 

4 MRR0U6HDUMib9-0_UTtotM 12 

5 PfWATE RX1URE W Janb 9-0_WC*raon9 

6 SPORTING HBR M UsMt 90_N AdarasB 

7 CAPITAL lADYBiMIIMto 8-9_0 Hantoi (3) n 

8 CYAHNAQUMtMCtvnonBO_WMtes3 

9 SCIJEMCiaanonOO_J«flams7 

IQ 3 PARAD6ENEWSl2GBmoy6-9-N Hay 8 

11 PETIT1BU0UR toatoenoaBO_—WWontelO 

12 4 THATCtWHLA6JAfcriua60_DHflftBteZ 

13 TWfWMU.aYHUBen»M-PaBtoeryA 

» Tte FtelD R)cr. 4-1 PiMs Rte 90 Gitoe Sla. 9-1 Bbte toagei 13-2 
Ditolteb. ID-1 Pamtoa New. Capital Lady. >6-i uhec. 


2.50 BURTON 0VB1Y SELLING STAKES 

(3-Y-O: £2,070:51218yd) (11) 


1 42S- CAUSAA 220 (B) IP rotor 05- 

2 1O0 ESIHAL 12(G)RHate9-5_ 


1O0 ESIHAL 12(G)HHate9-5-SDran 

2240 JOWTriWlATH 15 MD)RSptaa9-5__ W. 

500 OUR MCA 8 JS) J Baiy 9-5-W 


f 429- CAUSAR 220(B) IP Tana 95.-LHflOaBS 

2 1O0 ESIHAL 12 (G)>i Hate 9-5-S Dram (7)11 

3 2240 JOMYWIUnH 15nrjqRSptai9-5_WMHM4 

4 500 0URMCA B (S) J Bwry 95-PutEttoy 7 

5 630- NUISIAOZZO AiwwsOO-NAte»3 

fi «36 W&V.7H1W034 (BS) H Cottagridpe 90-C Dwyer 10 

7 000- BOLD TREASURE 210 Us NMararierB-9. SO WEams (3)1 

8 060 CHAWABNE GRANDY 9 M DBaoon 8-9-JVWtomsS 

9 -550 GHTONBaJLfMMUtoaBO-DHartsaimfi 

10 OSO MM3CATUN 12 J BaMhg 8-9—-- Cttoe Btoftip (71 8 

11 HOLM J torts a*. -- LMlonS 

11-4 Cater. 3-1 EMM. 4-1 Qw Mica. M Jatoymto. lO-i KHdu Lad. 12-1 
Ifldftv 14-1 Mtapeadn 16-1 Qnon Bile, 20-1 Otoe. 


3.20 KBW0HIH HANDICAP 

(£3.468: Im If 218yd) (19) 

1 -440 SHUJAN12 (SI R Anarenfl V1D-0 



2S)HArwnmB4-iOO-_ 
CALL 113 JWk 40-13-. 


_ LPtaoai7 

DttSid7 
WNBwns9 
— W Ryan 15 
_M Retorts 4 


1 -440 SHUJAN12 re RMng4-100-LPtaBti7 

2 021- MBPUIHICALL 113JWta40-13-DTUnd7 

3 0094 SAKTCB.9(0.FJS)FJofln5-9-12-WtemsB 

4 200-M HE MOWY162 RHoHototod 4-9-10-W Ryan 15 

5 1313 WODS CT HOPE IS gUTBSWar 80-7—Retorts 4 

6 400 POSTBtoRKSHfeT 14iIVara4-94—Fltenon(3)16 

7 ffiO- BLACKPATCH UL 268 J Duniop 4-9-4-W C*nw 10 

8 033 - MAOHAJ12 R Hate 5-9-3-P* Eddery 8 

9 015- ajPen0P189ffiftG)PH8nls544-WRSteumB 

10 1011 ALBERT 8 pJv&S) D Wsn 8-8-12-J team 11 

11 MO- fSWHBGHTS271 ff) CBmad 64-T2-ATurtwJ3)1 

12 4025 BLACK MW 8* R Manta 4-8-11 ---— 0 Ream (5113 

IS 300- AL7SWEBM W tosfl Ktena5-4-11-SftmJteM 

14 333- I^MSHERiaUBaurtMtf>4-8-l1>.Ottoifsai(3)19 

15 44-fl LONG FURLONG 0 (CttfjS) fIfiM 5-8-11-«Mana3 

16 601- JOLT0120@KCwnWte-ftwn4-M-~.L0«WS 

17 SWO- GUEST PLAYBI318J (BJ) T KlutfWri M JoTdy 0) 2 

18 (W NEARCTSBAV2S0Tml7-44-HCototelB 

19 000- DQOGYDANCER T71 (B) »*ta L Plgpoa 3-42-ANton13 

3-1 Atom. 8-1 Motaa Hops. 8-1 Mjeuttfl CA Uadra). 9-1 Stotso. testa* 
10-1 In Hta Ucny. 12-1 Join. 14-1 Rtotepach m. 15-1 Mftas. 


5.20 BUTLER HANDICAP 

(3-Y-O: £4,878:5f 2yd) (11) 


3.50 LANGHAM MAIDEN STAKES 

(3-Y-O: £3.289: im 3f 183yd) (7) 



1 50- ACANTHUS 175 J OtaW 90- 

2 4-2 88JAM7(pf) P Cota 9-0- 


_B RayraomJ 7 

__A Hum 3 





THUNDERER 

2.10 The Premier Expres. 240 Stoproverffata 210 
Mad About Men. 3.40 Ashgore. 4.10 High Romance. 
4.40 Dances With Gold. 5.ID PMJgun. 

Our Newmarket correspondent: 3.40 Wintering. 


GONG: SOFT (HEAVY IN PLACES) 
DRAW: 5F-6F HIGH NUMBERS BEST 


1 204- TROON 160fflflteLPlBWIB-r- LP *«fi?5 

2 350- MY BQMJS187 JCDJ^) D CmQraw M—0 Harisnn ffl 3 

3 250- RAIN SPLASH 175 ro^JBaMto M3.- OWra BaUno (7) 7 

A 314- LAURELDaJGHT203JBmyM3-PBlEOOayS 

5 14-3 CAMBREASMPIDjpASjTlBalMl-LQeUnrtll 

6 115- MEADMORE MAGIC & (D.S) P Fa** 6-7- F Note (3110 

7 120 QAVTONA BEACH !5 fi H*Kfind &A - IPRWnl 

8 006- HUTAR1A T74 (SI fl Wrttto 7-13-Htatifc2 

9 431- ARA8WWE 146L HOB 7-12-AlAm4 

10 1452 THE WST1TUTS BOY 12(BJ))KBute7-12.-NMamsS 

11 106- MAGJCORB IBS (D.eiJSowtna 7-10-AMaefcayfl 

7-2 luH Date. JM Anvrac. 6-1 Camdraa Srin. «■» Moadiw Maofe «r 
Bona Troon, 10-1 toiona Bach. 12-1 Hotota. On taBte Boj. 14-1 ««v 


COURSE SPECIALISTS 


TRAMERS: H Thomsen Jonas. 4 tews bora 15 mnoos. 26.TV H 
Cadi 20 kern 82.24.4%. U Snub. 18 Iran 79,22J%. R Qwm 4 
Ion 22. 182%: H Pipe, 4 Bom 22. 112%. G ta*fe 7 (ram «. 
17JRL 

JOCKEYS- L nsatol 7 am 2 a 25.01- w Cason. 26Jam 144. 
18.11 W Stewn. 20 tom 115.17.41 Pat Eddoy. 17 tom 39. 
17J!%: L DeturL 18 Irani 114, llBl D Hamm. 4 tom 30.13^% 


3.40 AVON HANDICAP (3-Y-O: £3,114: 514yd) (6) 

1 1-33 MNTERMG15 (P-S) M RncoB 9-7-GDufflato4 

2 OCW G0RJGWU1K3S|bflMSafiM-«Mta5 

3 053- ASHGORE163MJAwbn8-13-DcanMcKawal 

4 415- UNO MOVES M FRONT 201 ICD^JB) J tony 8-13. G Carta 6 

5 OM SHADOW JURY 12 (D.F.G} D CfBJoiafl W-S Wood 3 

6 00-3 Sa«L£ 10(Ofll&LP bh* 7-7-JLmraS 

3-1 r «0 Him to Front 8-4 HMntt0.5-1 9adM Jtiy. 6-i otes 


4.10 GLEN RATING RELATED MAIDEN STAKES 

(3-Y-O: £2,243:514yd) (5) 

1 6855 AP0U.0 DE 0R1ENTE 41 J IWratooH 90-DMchofeS 

2 -044 CRACffiRJAai2(8)TFirtua94J.-JlteZagS 

3 006- DAYJU2154 F Let 9-0---Dton UitoteS 

4 DQ-4 HGH ROHAWS ID D MoStf 8-9-Oarnn Uofital (7) 4 

5 60-2 NUTS FLLY9J BaiyB-9-G Carter 1 

7-4 JMjrs.F%, 3-1 Daria 4-1 Itogti flanan 11-2 taN g. 

4.40 DUNWAN MEDIAN AUCTION MAIDEN 

STAKES (3-Y-O fillies: £2,717; Iro 3f Ifiyti) (5) 

1 A BADGE TOO FAR JScatgll 6-11-J teatong l 

2 40- BAYOOEMffiMW8-11-MHtasS 

3 400- DANCES WITH GOLD 167 M JolmsUi 9-11.. Deffll MCXomu 2 

4 GOLOURE R Hte 8-11- 

5 0 QRaOHi 13CWCBS8J&-11-SDaflWfl4 

7-4 Be QuHl 9^ Danes Wft Gold. 4-1A Badge T« Fx H oOms. 
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Faldo, Price and Norman lead challenge for first major championship of 1993 


p JV.1-„ 


Augusta knights 

join quest for 
golfs Holy Grail 




•S.V.w- . 

: - 




I n the small hours, the 
plaintive moan of horns 
horn shunting-yard trains 
mingle, like some off-key Jack 
Teagarden, with the strains of 
a jazz quartet from a motel 
saloon. We are back in Augus¬ 
ta. for what the players them¬ 
selves regard as the greatest 
prize in golf. 

The I9ih century railroad 
coordinated die industrial cot¬ 
ton wealth of Georgia and 
South Carolina along the Sa¬ 
vannah river. Bobby Jones's 
glorious golf dub, designed by 
Dr Mister Mackenzie and 
simultaneously a botanist’s 
and golfer's paradise, has 
helped create and consolidate 
some of the most illustrious 
names in goll 
Nat to be on the qualifying 
list is. for a leading player such 
as Tom Kite last year, to feel 
humiliated. He could not bear 
to watch as Freddie Couples 
was winning the green jacket, 
spending the afternoon chop¬ 
ping wood instead. Returning 
this year, the luckless Kite now 
has a strained back. At 43. the 
chances for this undemonstra¬ 
tive. correct player who has 
won $7m over 20 years, must 
be receding. 

No prize is more coveted. 
"Augusta is unique,” Nick 
Faldo and Greg Norman said 
yesterday, almost in unison, 
speaking of the tournament 
with the reverence and awe 
usually associated with some 
phenomenon of nature surfi 
as the Grand Canyon. 

“The beauty of the tourna¬ 
ment is that it is pure golf.” 
Norman said. "A place of 
tradition and history, without 
corporate sponsors, by far the 
best of all the majors.” He 
knows, as every prominent 
player seeking a rung on the 
ladder of history knows, that 
his career is incomplete with¬ 
out a Masters victory. 

It is said that Faldo is 
playing not for today or tomor¬ 
row but for a place in history. 
He agrees. He Ion°s to pass 
into that company, inhabited 
by Hogan. Palmer and 
Nicklaus, so that old men will 
one day nostalgically recall “1 
saw Faldo play”. “You are 
playing." he reflected yester¬ 
day. casting his eyes about the 
ceiling rather than at the 
questioner, “for the green jack¬ 
et not the money". Here is 
golfs Holy Grail 
There is much sensitivity 
and humour in Faldo which 
neither his golf nor his slightly 
strained public utterances ever 
convey. Many yesterday 
missed the joke when, invited 



David Miller on the unending 
charm of the Masters, the players* 
favourite, which starts today 


by the press supervisor to tell 
everyone “what’s on your 
mind", he replied: “Do you 
want me 10 sing it or hum it?" 

Winner in 1989 and 1990. 
Faklo is once again the favour¬ 
ite. The cynics say his five 
major titles have been gifts 
from others’ momentary in¬ 
competence. Nicklaus, who 
went round with him on the 
final day of his first Masters 
victory, commented that he 
just mt it straight and did not 
do much with the ball Neither 
assessment is fair. 

Faldo has perfected his 
game to the point where he is 
usually in position to strike 
should others falter, he has 
placed in the top 20 of the last 
19 majors. One more victory, 
and only 12 players will have 
won more majors than he. 
Nicklaus is wrong. Rather 
than length. Faldo nas pains¬ 
takingly searched for and con¬ 
centrated on the ability to 
“work" his irons. 

David Leadbetter, who criti¬ 
cally transformed Faldo’s 
swing in the mid-80s, refers to 
the man’s “grip". Behind the 
grip lies a passion for the 
game, and the tears of last 
year's British Open victory at 
Muirfield. He won’t be far 
away on Sunday. 

For Couples, whose flawless 
performance last year provid¬ 
ed such vicarious joy, his 
defence comes at a time of 
private torment. Never one for 
publicity or ostentation, he 
says simply: “I’d like to be able 
to sneak in and not let any¬ 
body see me. But it won’t 
happen.” 

Divorce lawyers acting on 


h, 

t -. •!£Zrtr;j& 


Couples: uncoupled 


behalf of Couples’s neon-lit 
wife, Deborah, are descending 
upon him like the forces of 
Stormin’ Norman, intent 
upon leaving him financially 
bare. For starters, they de¬ 
manded $168,000 mainte¬ 
nance a month. The courts 
ruled for $52,000. Other de¬ 
mands have even more 
noughts. Poor Freddie. In the 
short term, he would probably 
do better to miss the cut 
tomorrow to reduce his earn¬ 
ing potential. 

Winning last year does not 
mean anything, he says, in 
that quid; charming drawl “It 
just means everybody asking 
me if 1 can win again. I want 
to be a great player, but I’m 
not even dose.” Perhaps, he 
concedes, he may never come 
dose at Augusta again. Per¬ 
haps it was a once-in-a-lifetime 
thing. For certain, he will not 
be finding it easy today to 
concentrate. 

F or the first time in five 
years there will not be a 
British player defend¬ 
ing. Europeans have won 
seven times in the last 13 
years, and there seems every 
chance for another non-Amer¬ 
ican to finish ahead of the 
home front-runners. Cook. 
Azinger. Stewart and Love. 

Price or Norman, for in¬ 
stance. Norman has come out 
of his downward spiral of 
1991-2. when he attempted to 
change his swing and then 
reverted. Yet Norman is the 
shark with milk teeth. At the 
majors he talks better than he 
plays; temperamentally some¬ 
thing is missing. When he 
says. “Win one Masters and 1 
could win six" it’s hard to 
believe him. There has been a 
seeming jinx at past majors, 
but maybe it is all in his head. 

Price, with a National 
course record of 63 in 1986 
and his first major at last year's 
US PGA. is a man in form. At 
last comfortable within him¬ 
self, having learned from that 
humbling experience at Troon 
11 years ago where, coming to 
the 13th of the fourth round 
after three successive birdies, 
he confided to his caddie 
“we’ve won it” and promptly 
proceeded to throw it away. 

He is open in his admira¬ 
tion for Faldo’s ability to 
simplify the game. “The more 
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Maradona banned 
for two matches 

matches yes^^y . his dub, and Cadiz on 

trouble occurred when Maradona protested 
Stte tSST 10 a Cadiz defender 

SSSSh Sdfahn in the final.rmnuites of the match. 

OaSfottSggia wha like his feUow Argentinian, tas 
faSSugs te&te playing m Itafy.iMyhavetowaifor 
Sme thanfnonth to find outhis nrtM Theltahan 
football federation said yesterday that it had passed the 
SSmb on the case to its chief legal officer, who must 
Son the federal disdplin^^tt« to role on the 
nunishmenL ranig gia is allowed ten working days to 
prepare a defence ^^Tghen the Easter hohday. the meeting 
wfflnot take place until April 23 at theearhesb^ 
Maradona joined SevflHa this season after serwng a 15- 
month suspension for failing a drugs tot while playing for 
Napoli in 1991. Caniggia, who is with AS Romans expected 
to be banned for between six months and two years for 
testing positive for cocaine. 

Ryan misses semi-final 

RUGBY UNION: Wasps will be without their captain. Dean 
Ryan, for their Pflkington Cup semi-final against Harle¬ 
quins on Saturday. Ryan, who damaged knee h^ments at 
Orrefl last weekend, is hoping to be fit for the final if the 
team reaches Twickenham. Steve Bates, the scrum half. 
micps over the captaincy and the gap at lock caused by 
Ryan’s absence is filled by moving Matt Greenwood from 
No 8 and bringing in Chris wakms, an England under-21 
cap last season. John Steele and Seb Tubb haw both 
recovered from injury and will be in the Northam pton team 
against Leicester in the other semi-final Lancashire have 
named an unchanged side for the final of the ADT County 
Championship against Yorkshire at Twickenham on April 
17. Lancashire can set a record by winning the title for the 
16th time before the format changes next season. 

Heslop has high hopes 

RUGBY LEAGUE: Nigel Heslop. Oldham's former England 
rugby union wing who broke his jaw against Featherstone 
Rovers on March 24 in his third game in rugby league, 




jrfiar 




Spanish inquisition: Olaz&bal left, and Ballesteros on the ninth green 


you play” Price says, “the more 
you learn the areas [of your 
game] to stay in. N ick does this 
better than anyone." Price, 
eleventh last year, feds he is 
moving towards the same 
capability. He wall be one to 
watch the next four days. 

And the others? Langer. 
winner in 1985, is going 
nicely, but not so Woosnam, 


whose gesture of triumph in 
1991 is unlikely to be forgot¬ 
ten by him or by anyone else. 
He has missed the cut all three 
times at US tournaments this 
year, but was his game not so 
uncertain immediately prior to 
victory two years ago that he 
walked off the course after onfy 
nine holes of a practice run. 

Ballesteros is struggling to 


re-enter that arena of excel¬ 
lence to which he belonged but 
cannot now find on the map. 
He last won here ten years 
ago, enduring since then a 
decade of discontent In the 
past two years he has tied for 
22nd place and 59th. and 
these days those who still 
believe in him do so more than 
perhaps he does himself. 


the specialist wffl confirm that my recovery is on schedule.” 
If it is. Heslop could be bade for the divisional play-offs 
which end with the final at CHdTrafford on May 16. 

Emosi Koioto. the Widnes forward, is likely to miss the 
Snk Cut Cha&enge Cup final against Wigan on May 1 
because of the recurrence of a neck injury. 

Jolly hockey tricks 

HOCKEY: The Army Cup. believed to be the oldest trophy 
for hockey, was won at Aldershot yesterday by 32nd Regt 
Royal Artflleiy with a 3-0 victory over the combined 
Headquarters Northern Ireland and 15th Signal Regiment 
in the final. The victors relied mainly on Jolly and Meais. 
who took command of the match in the dosing stages. 
Althongh the artillery dominated the second half, they were 
kept waiting until foe 59th minute when a reverse shot by 
Diamond landed against the back board. Three minutes 
later Jolly pulled the ball bade from the line for Mears to 
sane foe second goal and Jolly set up foe third for Mears 
almost on time. 

Richards halts Price 

BOWLS: Mary Price, of foe Desborough ctub. came dose to 
defeating a fourth illustrious opponent, Wynne Richards, 
ranked No. 13 in the United Kingdom, before losing 9-2,4- 
9. 9-8 in the semi-final of the Robert Hutchinsons 
(Opticians) Internationa] Masters mixed tournament in Ely 
yesterday. Price, who accounted for David Ward, foe 
England drip, David Bryant and Paul Vamvacopoulos, of 
Surrey, to reach the semi-final overhauled Richards’s early 
lead in foe deciding set before a moment of good fortune at 
8-6 enabled him to escape defeat and progress to the final 
where he meets Greg Harlow, foe holder, who beat 
Duff 9-8. 9-7. 


Atkinson Fantasy gets dose of reality on first tee b% Griffith dies 


remains 
on course 
for final 

JOHN Atkinson, a former 
winner with his father in 
J962 and 1980. remains 
on course for a third 
Fathers and Sons Four¬ 
somes title at West Hill 
Surrey — a feat yet to be 
achieved in the 58-year 
history of the tournament 

Atkinson and his son, 
William, from Bishop’s 
Stortford. have made light 
work of reaching the last 
four. The pair, whose com¬ 
bined handicap is 18, have 
only once been taken be- 
yond foe I6fo hole in their 
five matches to date. 

Yesterday, they beat the 
RAC County pairing, the 
Greens, 3 and 2 and then, 
in foe afternoon, convinc¬ 
ingly swept aside the chall¬ 
enge of the Storys, 4 and 2. 

Blocking their path to 
this afternoon's final are 
Barry and Rod Groce, 
from pinner Hill whose 
most notable victory came 
in the fourth round, in 
which they defeated the 
Whites, 4 and 3. 

The other two semi-final 
pairings, the Batt- 
Rawdens and the Bath- 
ursts, have been forced to 
go foe whole distance sev¬ 
eral times in reaching foe 
last day of the competi¬ 
tion. Peter and Andrew 
Bathurst of Hankley 
Common, were involved in 
a gripping fourth-round 
match against the 
Worplesdon pairing, foe 
Hills. The Ba(hursts even¬ 
tually edged through on 
the first extra hole. 

Gerry Ratt-Rawden and 
son Mark, a member of 
West HID Golf Chib, pro¬ 
duced the upset of the day 
when they eliminated the 
favourites, (he Benkas, in 
the fourth round on foe 
18th hole. 


From Patricia Davies 

IN AUGUSTA. GEORGIA 

TODAY is foe first round of 
the Masters at Augusta Nat¬ 
ional the day the world’s best 
golfers have been anticipating 
for months, the day when 
speculating stops and reality 
seisin. 

It is the day when Stephen 
Dim das, the Amateur cham¬ 
pion, from Scotland, realises 
he will be standing on the first 
tee with Tom Watson, former 
US Open champion, five 
times a winner of foe Open 
Championship and twice a 
winner at Augusta, and that 
his sub-par practice rounds are 
a tiling of thepast 

Raymond Floyd, runner-up 
last year, is in the pair in front, 
with Fred Couples, the de¬ 
fending champion, two pairs 
behind. Even Dundas. unflap¬ 
pable as only a 19-year-old can 
be — he practised yesterday 
with Severiano Ballesteros 
and Gary Player — might fed 
butterflies. 


Sharing with Watson foe 
distinction of winning a title at 
Carnoustie. Dundas should 
worry only if he stands on the 
first tee, surveys the brilliant 
green of a pampered fairway 
and feels nothing. After afl, his 
drive here is his most impor¬ 
tant shot of the week. It sets the 
tone for all that follows. 

Arnold Palmer, playing in 
his 39th Masters this week, 
wrote: “Don’t let anyone ever 
kid you about the first hole 
being a pushover. It’s a long 
400 yards because you’re 
going uphill most of the way 
and foe green is multi-tiered 
with multi-breaks. You don’t 
want to start out foe day with 
a bogey. I speak from 
experience." 

Palmer, who won the Mas¬ 
ters four times, also recalled 
that Floyd made a 54-foot putt 
with a double break for a 
three in foe first round in 
1990, the year he was beaten 
in a playoff by Nick Faldo. 
The year before, in the final 
round, Faldo himself holed a 


monster of 60 feet for a three 
that set him on his way to a 65 
and a playoff victory over 
Scott Hoch. 

Twenty-five years ago, 
Roberto de Vkerao holed a 
nine-iron for an eagle two in 
the last round, on his 45th 
birthday. However, a day that 
had started so well ended in 
tears for the Argentinian when 
he signed his scorecard with¬ 
out noticing that Tommy Aar¬ 
on, his playing partner, bad 
given him a four at foe 17fo 
instead of a three. De Vioenzo 
had to accept a.66 instead of a 
65 and Bob Cioalfry won the 
titie by a stroke. De Vicenzo’s 
endearing comment — “What 
a stupid J am” — passed into 
legend. 

Nobody this week has foe 
slightest wish to be remem¬ 
bered, erven with affection, for 
something so dire, but Faldo is 
among those who have admit¬ 
ted to a desire to pass into 
legend. The Open champion 
and world No. 1 is playing for 
a place in history and his is 


probably foe only name taken 
seriously when discussing foe 
modem version of the grand 
slam immortalised by Bobby 
Jones. 

Jones, the amateur player 
who created Augusta National 
and the Masters, set the 
standard for afl other golfers 
when he won foe US Open, 
the Open, the Amateur and 
foe US Amateur in the same 
year, 1930. He retired from 
competitive golf at the age of 
28. and his grand slam be¬ 
came tiie preserve Of profes¬ 
sionals, with Jones’s own 
Masters tournament and foe 
US PGA replacing the ama¬ 
teur titles. 

In 1953. Ben Hogan, a 
roan to whom Faldo is com¬ 
pared, won the first three legs 
of foe slam. He won the 
Masters, foe US Open at 
Oakmont, and the Open at 
Carnoustie. He could get bade 
from Scotland in time to 
compete in the US PGA 
championship, the final leg, 
but his legs, damaged in a car 


HOLE BY HOLE GUIDE 
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MASTERS RECORDS 

Most victoria* 8: Jack Nfctdaus. 4; Amok] Palmer. 

OH M wfc in r . 46. Jack NkUm (1906). 

YaongMt wtnrnt: 23. Severiano Dafac t o roe (1980). 

I.waai round; 63. Nfcfc Price (1966?. 

LSMeotauMrd hatt 30. Johnny UHer (167S), Greg Norman (1B88) 
Lowest *wd bate 29. Mate Cekamcchta (1B82). 

Lowe* wet 271. Jock Mddaus ft US): Ray RoyO (1ST®. 

Bggeet wtarfng margfa: 9 shots, Jad*. NWdaue (19££). 
gwr ai aM He f e m. a u. 1965-66, Jack MciUaua: 1968-80. Nfcfc Fafcto. 


crash foal nearly killed him in 
1949, would not have allowed 
him to play the 36 holes a day 
the PGA’s matchplay formal 
might have required. 

Faldo, inspired by an audi¬ 
ence with Hogan last year, 
believes that winning all of the 
majors in the same year is 
possible, if improbable. 
“Everything would have to be 
right" he said, without going 
into detail Instead, he has 
worked tirelessly, on his game 
and on his physical and men¬ 
tal fitness, to tty to make sure 
dial everything is right 

However, even if everything 
is right with Faldo, as it seems 
to be, circumstances might be 
even better for Couples, Nick 
Price. Greg Norman or Bern- 
hard Langer or the myriad of 
former and would-be champi¬ 
ons, foe state of whose swings 
and minds are unpredictable, 
such as Sandy Lyle, lan 
Woosnam, Ballesteros and 
Jos6 Maria OiazdbaL Therein 
lies the endless fascination of 
Augusta. 


Al tiw B8T: US unlaw aUttd 
131ft G Saraaw. B Natan. S Srw*3 
isifrCi&uMr.Dftwi 
1338: G Hafcerg. M 3an3y. 

T3M: IJanzen. A Johnstone (Ztafl 
13S4-. M Hdbat O Urasn 
1402; Q Coper. C Coooy 
Mitt M CW»«xN«. J Sndeta. 
***“- *1 Piayw (SAL H hrfn 

ittaSrtJDEUa- 

Qx*. M CTUoera. 

Cfeamdar. F Rjnk. 

14G&M feeds. JK«**i 
IKJftAfthwr, *WSd*4fe{SV 

^waiter 

13S4: S Pete, B facon 
1002: J Ndasn. C Parry (Aug) 

1610: H UcCunfcer. r Lehman 
1618: C Songs. W &ady (to). 

162& N HanhSTb PnJIL 
1634: AM a go o . BRBrown 
1642 C Bex*. BUOBfca 
1650:3 Lyae (OBJ. L WxHna. 

1058c I WwsnomjGBj. DLoW*L 

1706: Cpmi. RCoorran. 

1714: F Zoofcr. B Ogle (Am). 

1722 P Aztiga, S ESisgtun (Aua) 
1730: R Ftayo, I Bater-Fhdi IAm). 
1738 r wanam. *S Ourin (QB) 

1746: T Aaron. M QzaH (Jam. 

1754.'pCostas. -JlflorwH 
1610: N Pltco {Zknb}, J Sfcxrrm 
161ft S SfflBoon, C Ucraocrrme (QB). 
1B2ttTK*B.JUO*&JMfGW 
1834 :4 Day, D Foreman 
1B42CSWMr.GNc«JTWs»(Aus). 

I860: L Ffce. fl ZeMJCfctf- _ 

165ft 0 Fn» (SN. ARntrand ©m». 
100ft N FaMo (93. P ftawart. 

16M.-J Gatatfur N OB* (Japwi). 


CRICKET: Lt-Col S. G “Billy" Griffith, the former president 
of MCC, has died in a Sussex rest home at the age of 78. 
Griffith kept wicket for Sussex and played three times for 
England, scoring his maiden fiist-dass century on his Test 
debut He later became secretary and president of Sussex 
and held both positions with MCC He is survived by his 
wife. Barbara, told son. Mike, also a former Sussex captain. 
Alan Smith, the chief executive of the Test and County 
Cricket Board, said Griffith was “a most delightful man who 
was liked and admired throughout the entire cricket world. 
His contribution to the game was enormous." 

Obituary, page 23 

Peugeot lacks sponsor 

MOTOR SPORT: Peugeot announced yesterday that it will 
not compete in Formula One next season because of lack of 
sponsorship. The Peugeot-Citroen group is understood to 
have been ready to spend £75 million to fund the project, 
but it is thought half as much again would be needed to 
challenge the top teams, Wflliams-Renault and McLaren. 
Peugeot, the world sports car champions, had been looking 
for a fresh challenge after sports car racing was wound up 
last year. Peugeot won the world rally championship in 1985 
and 1986 but withdrew when the rales were changed and 
went into sports car racing. 

Smith delays surgeiy 

CRICKET: Robin Smith, foe Hampshire and England 
batsman, has postponed an operation on his injured 

against Australia in the 
forthcoming Ashes senes. He had announced be would have 
start ^ season but has now 
A* summer. Smith saw a 
spemhrt this weekand learnt he was suffering from chronic 
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6010 Business Breakfast (82717) 

7.00 Breakfast News (323963? ?) 

90)5 Attack of the Kffler Tomatoes (r) (s) (74533111 
9^0 Why Don't You..? Entet^ning 
youngsters at a loose end (s) (43773) 

10.00 News (Ceefax). regional news and weather 
(8975205) 10.06 Pteydays (s) (7387359) 

Aime and Wck 

(8007 1 682) 

12-05 Pebble Mffl hosted by Judi Spiers (s) (4694392) 
12.46 Good Homing... with Aihw wd wStAn 
update on the morning's events (14180156) 12LK 
Regional News and weather (37249682) 

1 M One O’Cfock News wfth Philip Hayton. (Ceefax) 
Weather (57798) 

■I^ONrtghbows. (Ceefax) (s) ( 1 1458311) 1.50 Golden 
FMdles The concluding part of the Australian 
drama following the rags to riches life of the Balfour 
family{65081359) 

3-25 The FHntstones. Cartoon adventures of the Stone 
Age family (1819175) 3.50 Plngu (7508682) 335 
Chuddevfsion (r) ( 5 ) (5748885) 4.15 Happv 
Families (r) (s) (5958205) 430 Tricks W Tracks. 
The first In a new series of the music and magic 
programme presented by Paul Zenon and Sally 
Gray. (Ceefax) (s) (7588682) 

4JSS Newsround (7461885) 5.05 Blue Peter Indudes 
an interview with children's author Gillian Cross 
(Ceefax) (s) (2997525) 

5J5 Neighbours ( 1 ). (Ceefax) (s) (376885). Northern 
Ireland: Inside Ulster 

WO Six O’clock News with Anna Ford and Andrew 
Harvey (Ceefax) Weather (427) 

530 Regional News Magazines (779). Northern 
Ireland: Neighbours 

7.00 Top of the Pops introduced by Tony Dortie (4798) 
730 EastEnders. (Ceefax) (s) (663) 

BOO Mulberry. A new series of the comedy by John 
Esmonde and Bob Larbey. starring Karl Howman as 
the other-worcfly manservant to the elderty spinster 
Miss Famaby (Geraldine McEwan). (Ceefax) (s) 
(3446) 

&30 Keeping Up Appearances. The indomitable snob, 
Hyacinth Bucket (Patricia RouUedge), sees a 
stranger who has obviously spent the night at 
Eli z a b eth's. What will this mean to the local property 
market? (r). (Ceefax) (s) (2953). Wales: Local Hero 
9.00 Nine O’clock News with Martyn Lewis. (Ceefax) 
Regional news and weather (5507) 





Twist in the tale: Staunton, McTeer (9-30pm) 

9-30 Rhn A MascuHne Ending (1992) starring Janet 
McTeer and Imeida Staunton. Thriller, based on the 
novel by Joan Smith, about a lecturer and her (riend 
on a trip lo Pais, who find themselves embroiled in 
a deadly intrigue with only their wits and courage to 
save them from death. Directed by Antonia Bird (r). 
(Ceefax) (999576). Northern Ireland: Hard Act 10.10 
Sarah Makem 10.30 Kevin McAleer 
11.05 International Golf. Steve Rider introduces first 
round action from the US Masters in Augusta. 
Georgia. The commentators are Peter AUiss, Bruce 
Critchley and Dave Man (239595) 

11.55 Beyond the Shadows. The fifth of seven 
programmes for Holy Week. (Ceefax) (423040) 
12.10am Weather (4989441). Ends at 12.15 
2.15-245 BBC Select: Executice Business Club. 
Scrambled (44793) 


645 Open University 
8.00 Breakfast News (8267779) 

8.15 Break Out Reporter Damian Johnson tries land 
yachting (r) (5490311) 

030 Women of Our Century. Janet Vaughan, scientist 
and academic (f). (Ceefax) (9784798) 

9-00 FHm: Hold That Ghost (1941, Ww) starring Bud 
Abbott and Lou Costeflo. Laboured comedy about 
two petrol station attendants who inherit a haunted 
_ roadhouse. Directed by Arthur Lubin (2978683) 
10J5 Rim; Lady in the Dark (1944, OM) starring Ginger 
Rogers and Ray Milbnd. Minor musical rq iiam 
directed by Mitchell Lelsen (6971BS53) 

12.00 A GHt Of Life. An investigation Into the acute 
shortage of organ donors (97427) 

12^0 The Llttte World of tha LltUa Pony. Julian PBQjfer 
on the charm of the Shetland pony (r) (4146717) 

1.20 Brum (r) (13156595) 1.30 The Adventures of Spot 

(r) (62204576) 1.35 Geoffrey Smart’s World of 
Flowers (r) (18996663) 

2.00 News (Ceefax) and weather (60457682) 205 
Odyssey. The 1990 exhibition of photographs tram 
the National Geographic Society's collection 
(7884717) 

3-00 News (Ceefax) and weather (8956311) 30)5 The 
Vase, a Chrorwcte documentary about the Brttish 
Museum's vase made of Roman silver (r) (8017088) 
3-50 News (Ceefax) and weather (8395885) 

4.00 Him: Christopher Columbus (1949) starring 
Ffedric March, A cotourttrf account of the explorer's 
life, directed by David MacDonald (57605392) 

5.35 FUnerihe Night of the Grisly (1966) starring Clint 
Walker. Orcfinaiy western about a rancher whose 
livelihood is threatened by a marauding bear. 
Directed by Joseph Pevney (76948750) 

7.15 Painted Passions. Hew the Passion has been 
depicted in art. (Ceefax) (787663) 

730 First Sight Current affairs senes tor the south-east 
(205). Wales: Dial M for Mai Ice: East Matter of Fact;' 
Midlands: Midlands Report: North. North-east and 
North-west: Close Up North; South: Southern Eye; 
Southwest Close Up; West Close-up West 




Environmental crusade: Phn Drabble (840pm) 

8-00 My Wilderness Reprieved. (Ceefax) (s) See 
Choice (1088) 

&30 Top Gear. A report on Rover's new 600 (s) (7345) 
9.00 Count Dracuta. Concluding part of Gerald Savory's 
romantic interpretation of the Bram Stoker nowi (r). 
(Ceefax) (9088) ‘ 

10.30 Newsnigfit with Fiandne Stock (795251) 
11.15Tbe Late Slow. This month's Scottish edition 
features the opening of Glasgow's St Mungo's 
Museum erf Religious Life and Art (145717) 

1135 Weather (871798) 

12.00 Doctors’ Diagnoses. How computers can help 
doctors with symptoms and prognoses (94170). 
Ends at 1230am 


VMeoPfas* and the Video PtusCodas 
The numbers nod to each TV progra ms tong are VtOeo PtisCode" 1 
numbers, wtsdi rfaw jou in jwgramroe yua «deo recorder instantly 
wM) a Vkfecf1us+ a> honfcet. vMeofta* can be used w«ti ires videos. 
Tap m toe Video WusCode tor ihe pragramr* you v<«h m record. Far 
mere detafc at VldenPhs on 0839 U1704 fcaDs charged at 48p per 
mtoutepak, 3fip off-peak) or imra to Vairo/taf. Acamnt Lid 5 Aory 
House; Hamam Whart. London SWii 3TM. Vrdeapms* fT. Ausmde 
("9 and Wdw Mograremer are todensrfcs of Gemsssr Martetmg lid 



A nun's story: Kristin Scott Thomas (TTV, 9.00pm) 
Body ami Soul 

/TV, 9.00pm 

An enticing new drama series from Marcelle 
Bernstein's novel features Kristin Scott Thomas as 
Sister Gabriel a nun in a remote Welsh convent. For 
16 years she has denied herself the earthly pleasures, 
though there toe signs that she may be starling to 
regret it Forone thing there is a friendship (is it more?) 
with young Sister Dominic. Then Sister Gabriel's 
brother dies in a blaring car and she is pitched bade 
into the outside world to comfort her pregnant sister- 
in-law (Amanda Redman). Under the carehil direction 
of the experienced Moira Armstrong die narrative 
builds slowly, as if aware thai it has to stretch over six 
episodes. But the plot is tantalising and there are: 
enough hints and nudges to keep you glued. 

Trial and Error 
Channel 4. 9.30pm 

David Jesse] and other members of the team behind 
the BBCs Rough Justice turn up on another channel 
to offer more of die same under a new title. Tonight’s 
alleged case of wrongful conviction concerns Mary 
D run an, a homeless alcoholic who is serving life for a 
double murder. She is supposed to have set fire to a 
house for vagrants in Kingston upon Thames, killin g 
her lover ana another man. The fflm claims she did no 
such thing, or at least that the evidence is too shaky to 
be relied on. Although the events happened nearly five 
years ago. the programme has managed to track down 
the key witnesses and mount a detailed reconstruction. 
It not only makes gripping televison but also gives 
viewers the chance m put themselves in the juror's seat 

Just a Gigolo 
/7V, SJOpm 

Incompetent French teachers are suddenly all the 
sitcom rage. Hard on the heels of Nigel Planer's 
Laurence Didcotr in Bonjourln. Classe comes Nick 
Brin, played by Tony Slattery. The difference is that 
Nick is fired, in the first episode. This is not another 
school comedy. Nick shares a flat with a sluttish 
brother Simon (Paul Bigley). There is a running joke 
about Simon shrinking Nick’s ckrthes in the wash. 
More important for the plot is thar Nick goes to 
Simon’s office party. For some reason he is wearing 
evening dress. A woman mistakes him lor her escort 
N&k senses anew career. Despite having three writers. 
Carl Go rham, MichaelTfan and.Amanda Swift, the 
show manages only a modest quota of laughs. 

My Wilderness Reprieved 
BBC2.8.00pm 

Phil Drabble, one of television’s most agreeable 
countrymen, pre se n ts a four-part senes on 
conservation. His starting point is autobiographical. 
He tells us he became hooked on nature at the age of 
eight, which was 70 years ago. He gave up a successful 
career in industry to buy 90 acres of rundown 
woodland, which he made into a wildlife reserve. 
Drabble speaks softly but tails tough. He is against 
“get-rich-quidters" and in favour of people who respect 
the countryside. Against the grain of the profit- 
obsessed enterprise culture, he wants die government 
to support labour-intensive rural crafts. His crusade is j 
to ensure that the environment is left better for the next I 
generation, dot worse. Peter Waymarfc , 


I TV LONDON 


6.00 GAffTV The guests include Sr David Frost. Jason 
Connery and the Everty Brothers (7016885) 

9 . 2 S Jeopardy! Quiz game show hosted by Steve Jones 
(7459595) 9-55 London Today (Teletext) and 
weather (7363779) 10.00 Police Academy. 
Cartoon adventures based on the successful 
comedy film (r) (7373156) 

1025 This Morning Weekday family magazine 
(56305408) 

12.10 The Rlddters For the very young (8631779) 

1230 rTN Lunchtime News (Teletext) and weather 

(6178345) 1.05 London Today (Teletext) and 
weather (93860243) 

1.15 Home end Away. Australian family drama. 
(Teletext) (731392) 1.45 A Country Practice 
Medical drama set in toe Australian outback (s) 
(730663) 

2.15 The View. Loyd Grossman with viewers'comments 
on the people and programmes on television 
(755972) 245 Take the ffigh Road. Highlands- 
based drama series (4004446) 

210 fTN News headlines (8974717) 3.15 London 
Today (Teletext) and weather (8973088) 320 
Blockbusters. Teenaaers' general knowledge quiz 
(s) (1896224) 

250 Garfield and Friends (r) (5725934) 4.15 RotTs 
Cartoon Chd> presented by Roll Harris (r) (373427) 
4.45 Tiny Toon Adventures (7558205) 

5.10 Home and Away (r). (Teletext) (5042494) 

5.40 Early Everting Nears (Teletext) and weather 
(988311) 

200 London Tonight presented by Aiasialr Stewart and 
Fiona Foster (Teletext) (10886) 

7.00 EmmerdaJe. (Teletext) (9866) 

7.30 Storyline. The first of a new series ol the 
investigative programme (359) 

BOW The Bilk High Hopes and Low Life. Sun Hill 
officers are called in when a promising boxer has his 
hands maimed and his trainer tries to exact 
revenge. (Teletext) (8514) 



A man about town: Tony Slattery (230pm) 

830 Just a Gigolo. (Teletext) See Choice (7021) 

9.00 Body and Soul. (Teletext) (s) See Choice (3779) 
1000 News at Ten (Teletext} and weather (85682) 10.30 
London Tonight (Teletext) and weather (678243) 
10.40 The Rost Programme. The first of a new series in 
which matters of interest to Londoners are 
ctecussed, chaired by David Frost. Among tonight's 
subjects Is crime in the capital and the guests 
Include Paul Condon, the new Metropofitan PoSce 
commissioner (s) (174834) 

11 AO Raw Soup. A new comedy and music magazine, 
presented by Paul Torknson, Miranda Sawyer and 
Rima Chehlaoti. The musical guests include Blur 
and the London Posse; comedy is provided by 
Wood Bop Muddy and Phill Jupitus (s) (213682) 
12.40am Street LegaL New Canadian drama series set in 
a taw firm (6141557) 

120 Hollywood Report. Showbuslness gossip (37422) 
200America’s Top Ten (s) (46731) 

2L30 Donahue. The guests are teenaged sisters who are 
always squabbling (73644) 

3 JO Alfred Hitchcock Presents: Skeleton In the 
Closet A tale with a twist (r) (56118) 

44)0 Entertainment UK. Leisure time guide (r) (14915) 
5.00 Riviera. French drama serial (77064) 

5.30 rTN Morning News (99625). Ends ai 200 


CHANNEL4 


250 Sesame Street (r) (9129773) 8.45 Dennis 
Animated adventures of a naughty boy (r) (3819205) 
7.00 The Big Breakfast (30021) 

9.00 Wish Kid Cartoon series (r) (89569) 9JO The 
Batman (bAv). The Gotham City heroes in another 
adventure from the 1940s (r) (69840211 
9-SO Gamesmaster (r) (1588773) 1020 New Mels On 
the Block — On Tour. Musical senes mixing five 
action with animation (r) (7375514) 10.50 The 
Miraculous Mel lops. Australian fantasy series (0 
(1153406) 1120 Teletoons (r) (2909381) 

1220 Sesame Street. The guest is ballet dancer 
Suzanne Farrell (28395951 1.15 Uttfe Rcsay. 
Animated adventures of a baby Roseanne Arnold (r) 
(s) (17776972) 1.40The Hoarder (r) (s) (62219408) 



Escaping the dustbowk Henry Fonda (1-50pm) 

1.50 Rim: The Grapes of Wrath (1940, b/w) starring 
Henry Fonda. An Oscar-winning adaptation of John 
Steinbeck's Depression novel about the exploitation 
of farmers having to leave drought-ridden 
Oklahoma for the lusher pastures of California. 
Directed by John Ford (97271175) 

4.15 Raising the Roof A report on the progr&ss of the 
Tyneside home builders (5974243) 

4.30 Fifteen To One. Fast-moving knock-out general 
knowledge quiz. (Teletext) (s) (972) 

5,00 The Oprah Winfrey Show. The guests are people 
who have caused death while driving under the 
influence of drink (Teletext) (s) (7913224) 

5.50 The Magic Roundabout (r) (494021) 

8.00 Desmond's. The first of a senes of the comedy set 
in a Peckham, south London, barber's shop. 
Starring Norman Beaton (r). (Teletext) (s) (137) 

620 A Different World. American college comedy 
series ts) (717) 

7.00 Channel 4 News (Teletext) and weather (313088) 

7.50 Caves, Cashes and Council Houses. The series 
on the history of homes concludes with a look at the 
housing of the future (933040) 

8.00 The Big Issue. A documentary about the magazine 
on homeless matters (r). (Teletext) (6156) 

8.30 Crystal Maze. Richard O'Brien leads sbt more 
adventurous young people through the mediaeval 
maze (s) (69311) 

920 Trial and Error. (Teletext) See Choice (70392) 

10.30 Harry Enfield’s Guide to tee Opera In the last of 
his lighthearted took at opera Harry Enfield explores 
hew people get started in opera With contributions 
from Placido Domingo, John Tomlinson and Elvis 
Costeflo (S) (366088) 

11.05 Cardboard Citizens. Actors who were once, or 
are, homeless perform a drama about a 15-year-old 
living on the street (579935) 

11.35 Raising the Roof. Another report from the home- 
building Tynestders (879330) 

11X0 Death of a Runaway. Friends and family recall 16- 
year-ofd runaway Elaine Foley, who was found dead 
a few months after being featured in a 1990 
documentary about homeless youngsters (333408) 
1235am Dispatches. A repeat of yesterday's 
documentary about the difficulty older people have 
in finding a job (9528793) 

1.45 Rim: Bom of fire (1987) starring Peter Firth A Film 
on Four supernatural horror movie about a musician 
an a visit to Turkey at the Instigation of an 
astronomer (Susie Crowley). Directed by Jamil 
Dehlavi (597441) Ends at 3.15 


VARIATIONS 


ANGLIA 

Urn London unapt: 330330 The Young 
Doctors {1896224) S.10-S40 My (504249*) 
LOO Home and Away (760750) 635-740 
An#e News (031601) 1040 Anglia Tonighi 
(3270881 11.10 WkfaBngle p294») 11.40 
Prisoner. Cel Bloc* H1573576) 1236 Corn* 
(4994373) 145 Wasting (2122538) 1-45 
FTm HeU ts tor Heroes (3240251 335 
America s Top Ten (13240688) 446 B*y 
(43432731) 430 808 State (67023731) 430 
Rhitera (13354) 540-S30 Jobfindar (77064) 

BORDER 

As London veapt: 245-3.10 Wid World of 
ihe East (4004448) 330340 An hiwUaUon lo 
Rememtw (Phyiis Cafvert) (1896224) 640 
LDOtaTOUTd (585) 640-740 Btocfcbustws 
(175) 1040 Lite Stones (327068) 11.10 
Prisoner. Cell BtoO H (245156) 1246 Nigel 
Mansal's IndyCar W (2540486) 1245 
Coach 14904373) 14S Wresting (2122538) 
1.45-335 FUm- Hell Bio* Heroes (324625) 

CENTRAL 

As Lamton except: 1.15 A Counoy Piaato? 
(731382) 1.45-2.15 Home end Away 
(730663) 3.20-840 Shortland Sfrwt 
(1896224) 5.10-540 Short Story theatre 
(6042494) 640 Home end Away 1768750) 
645-740 Central New6 (781069) 1QA0 
Married, wth Cft *tvn 1327088) 11.10 to 


645am Open IWvarsfty: Maths 
MlsoSiany — Mathematics 
and Literature 
655 Weather 

7.00 (hi Air. with Chris de Souza, 
todutfing Haydn (Symphony 
No 48 in C. Marfa Theresa): 
Bridge (Enter Spring); Brahms 
(Tragic Overture); Soauss 
(Suite, Der Rosewavalter) 

9.00 Composer of the Week: 
SchuDerL SonatamBftaL 
D617 (Peter Noke and Helen 
Krtzos, piano duet}: An den- 
Mood In efcrer Herbstnacht.- 
D614 (Sarah Walker, mezzo. 
Graham Johnson, piano); - 
Overture in E minor, D648 
(London Phrfiarnxxtic under 
Raymond Leppard); Piano 
Sonata In A. D664 (Martin 
Roscoe, piano) 

10100 Morning Sequence: Alonso 
Lrfco (Ouam Dulchn sunt 


nose**, i-Hoiwj „ —- .j-yi 

IftW Morning Sequence: Alonso TO 

Lobo (Guam pufchn sunt 

gressus tuf); Cabezon no^ 

pteendas on the Milanese no 1. 

Gaiiiard); Tallis (H You Love no 2 , 

Met; Hotoome foe Counless ® ^ 

of Pembroke's Funeral aid 
Paradise); Byrd (Rejo** unto 

the Lord): DeopOife (Two 

RscerradasjTF^n^ roisSS 

(Morenica Dama); Dowtend JO^ 

(Lachrmae Anliquae): Padilla 
(Sr^Qtions for Maundy U3 °V£2 

Thursday); Dowteto 
(Lac/uymae Antlquae Novae), 

Milan nwo Fantosias); 

Esteban Daza (Ouien te hizo 12J0-1235 

Juan pastor Fantasia); Victoria 
(Requiem. 1605) 

12.00 Haydn's Late Chamber 

WoitoFanoTiio.inD.HW 

34; Plano Sonata m C, H Xvl ; 

50; String Quartet * 1 D mmor, PortratiS 1 
Op 76 No2. Fifths (r) Theoompt 

1 . 00 pmNews David Ho 

U» La Flamma: Nethemnds span, wed 

RadoOior.Ro^^ys Foar How 

Choir; Netherlands Racto PO , . 

wider Edo de Waart perform JoU ana 
Respighi's three^ct opera to a ibythms. ! 

by Claudio Guasiaila Rudolf K* 

after Wtors .lenssen s play. Howaith s 

Anne Pedersdottor. sing m always hav 

Italian. With Sigmund Cowan 
as Basilio. Felicity Palmer & $fep ] 

Eudossa. Ste<ka Evslalterva as . *■ 

an»u and Darvei Galvez Saenoe nc 

VaBejo as Donello plain man 

, « r pE Bach: Andreas Staler to Other v 

and Robert Hifi. harpsichords, programm 

Musics Antique Cofagneiunder sugj 

Reinhaid which one 


Ntoha (129494) 1140 Stodge Hammer 
(444408) 12.10 Equafcw (6644557) 
146 Hoaywoad Etogoo (3034354) 145 The 
Lotto PfdUB Show (4909557) 24S445 
Cinema. CSnoroa. Cmetna (1454183) 

HTV WEST 

As London except 145-2.15 Blockbusws 
(730663) 340440 The Young Ooctore 
(1896224) 640 HTV News (585) 640-740 
You're (he Boss (175) lOiAO A Roy* Gfl 
(3270881 11.10 The West this Weak 
(7219341 11 j 40 Pnscnec C«6 BJodr H 
(573576) 1245 Coach (4994373) 143 
Wresting (2122S38) 14S Ftn Hafl 6 tar 
Heroes (324625) 345 America's Top Ten 
(13240688) 446 B*y (4343731) 440 808 
Stare (67023731) 440 RhAare (13354) 340- 
540 Jebfinder (77064) ■ 

HTV WALES 

As HTV West except 640 Wales a Sot 
640-740 The Reafly HefcftJ Programme 
740440 Wfltos this Week 1040 A Sfc» ol 
Ufe 1145 Weekend Ateadl 12.10-145 
Prscrnr Con Block H 

MERIDIAN 

As London except 340340 the Young 
Doaars (1066224) 640 Meridian TonigW 
(595) 640740 Grass Root s (175) 1040 
Alfred Httchcccfc Presorts (327088) 1140 
Prisoner Cef Block H (245156) 12.15War rt 
thaWoriris (6835809) 1.15-140 The TwBghl 
2cne (2040422) 540*40 Roescroon 


440 Portretts In Brass: Britannia 
BuBcSng Society Band and 
UnivBfSty College Salford 
Brass Band play works by 
Boer Howarth. see Choice 
SjOO In Tune, with Peter Paul Nash 
7J30 BBC Symphony Orchestra, 
6ve from the Festival Hail, 
London. Alexander La2arev 
conducts Tavener (Tha 
Protecting Veif. Rapha^ 
WaHfisch, cello). 8.15 
Dejection. Gabriel Josipowd 
explores how writer s and 
poets interpret despondency. 
S^Tchakwsky_(Svanor«ny 
No6 in B minor, Pathebque) 
935 A Ptigrlm to Jerusalem: Judi 
Dendi with the last olfour 
reaefings from the journal d 
Uie fourth-century nun Egeria 
935 Chopin: Nelly Be^Or. piano, 
plays Etude in F mnor. Op25 
No 2; NocfumefrtAfiaL Op 32 
No Z. Etude in A fiat. Op 25 
No 1 - Mazurka in A fiat. Op 59 
No 2: Maztfka m F minor. Op 
63 No 2. Grande Vatee ^ 
BrSarte in A fiat. Op 34 No 1. 
Prelude In C sham minor. Op 
45: Polonaise in F shaft) 
minor. Op 44 (r) 

10.15 BkiaWidBkies fr) 

1045 MgM Waves Arte review 
11.30The Way of the Cross 

Taverner Chw under Andrew 
Parrott sings Anon iStebat 
Mater): Uszt (Via Cruas) 
12J0-12-3Sam News 


(77064) 

TYNE TEES 

As London axeopt 340340 The Young 
Doctors (1896224) 640 Tyne Taos Today 
(361205) 1040 Aftcd rttchcock Presents 
(327068) 1245 MeduScns tar Holy week 
(7282S47) 1240 F3nr The FtafXto (273731) 
240 America's Top Ten (<6731) 240 
Ctaeme. Oneraa. Ctoema (32538) 340 Rnv 
Wane (196625) 445-540 Jobfinder 
(7409915) 

ULSTER 

As London except: 1.45-2.15 A One! 
OOaavBd (73066^ 640-7.00 UT V Uue a 
Sk (10866) 1040 CouxerpoW (327088) 
11.10 Fam. The Suvwore (806175) 145 
Wnssng (9710847) 145 Rhc HeUts tot 
Hemes (8081991 345 Aimnca’s Top Ten 
(13240688) 445 BSy (43432731) 440 808 
Start (67023731) 440 Rrvtera (13354) 540. 
540 Jobfndar (77064) 

WESTCOUNTHY 
Ae London except: 1 A&2.15 Btoctaxnlert 
(73066® 340-340 A Courtry PracOce 
(1896224) 840-740 Wea CoWffly Lvb 
(10866) 11X40 Commando (327088) 11.10 
Prisoner CeS Sock H (245(56) 12.10 
neuter Chrondes (S59C054) 1245 Coach 
(4®4373) 146 Wrestfing £2122538) 145 
Friii- HeU 6 tar Heroes (32*625) 345 
Amenca's Top Ten (132406861 445 B*y 
(43432731) 440 808 Stale (67023731) 440 


545am Shipping Forecast 640 
News Brtemq, incl 843 
Wteteer 6.10 Farming Today 
64S Prayer for the Day 640 
Today, incl 640. 730. 730. 
8.00. 840 News 645. 745 
Sports News 043 Richard 
Matthewman (445)848 
Weather 9.00 News 
045 The Montf Maze, wfth MrchaeT 
BuecK Rabbi Hugo Gryn, 

Janet Daley, Edward Pearce 
and Dr David Starkey 
945 Famous for 15 ISnutes: 
Jenni Mite talks to sky-diver 
Noel FEereJy. whose paractiuje 
failed to open at 2.500 feet 
1040-1040 News; Crumpton. 

Hodnet (FM only), by Barbara 
pym. Thftd of six episextes 
1040 An Act of Worship (L.W only) 
10.15 Letters to a Friend I Never 
Knew (LW only): Ted Harrison 
writes to he todney transplant 
donor (4/6) 

1040 Woman's Hour (FM only) 
tafts to hang-gScfing champion 

Judy leden; and examines the 
phenomenon of the only child, 
fad 1140 News 
1030-1240 The Royal Maundy 
Service (LW only): The Queen 
distributes the Royal Maundy 
at a service in Weils Cathedral. 
Commentator Clive Jacobs 
1140-1240 From Our Own 
Correspondent (FM only) 
12.00 You and Yores, mfb 
Tasneem Sntoqj 


o Trio in D, H XV 

minor. Howarth sitsi for the fira of 

* F (} ^^H^sX^nortraits. If ffie other two have the same wide 

5S&& 

hree-act opera to a ^ rilTSnducw - that muraphantiy proves 

^ t ^ d or m i^s hco ' npomdoes ^ 

sdoTtof. Sung in always have to sound Elganan or waltonesque. 

Sigmund Cowan 

Sicily Palmer as one Step Bevond. Radio 4. 720pm. 

.nfli'i PucInhnUR 3S lyi*e 9 __i^nth f , m w munw fart m T(»t Npkflfr « 


onSSmne’smainprebccupanpns. ExploratoryworfcinffieUnited 
fiatesftmeess that it is not all as crackporas the wnhng of *e poon 
wSS oneenvironmentalisr boffin daims was transmitted to harn W 
an unborn Martian. P«er DavaBe 


ft«era (133641640-040 JoMndar (77064) 

YORKSHIRE 

At London «ctp r 340440 The Youig 
Doctors (1896224) 5^s Calendar (381205) 
640-740 Btodfeustes (175) 1040 ErtI V 
(327000) 11.10 Prisoner Cell Block H 
(245156) 1245 MsdtottorB lor Holy Week 
(7282847) 1240 Rhv The Repite (273731) 
240 Amenca's Top T an (4 6731) 240 
Onema, Onema. Crtma (32538) 340 Flm: 
Nana (196625) 4.35-5.30 JohTmder 
(7409915) 

S4C 

Start*: 740 Tha Big Breakfast (30021) 940 
Wish Kd (69589) 940 The Barren 
(69840211 940 Gamawn a ator (1588773) 
1040 New Kids On The Block — On Tour 
(7375514) 10J0 Mmcdout Mbps 

(2141953) 11.15 Tetetoon (821«1) 12.15 
Dennis (7370021) 1240 SkX Mefihrtn 
(33717) 140 Sesaire Svea (21972) 240 
Eat You Greens (6392) 230 Rtrrc Diplomat¬ 
ic Carter (73141427) 4.15 Joshua and Ihe 
Blob (4739392) 445 SW 23 (3924311) 640 
CoradQwn (2412) 540 Mock and MtarJy 
(224) 640 News (159446) 6.10 Here 
(737224) 740 Pobol Y Cwm (7408) 740 
Magrteten - Y Ddrama GertJd (6Q57B) 840 
NMA (816089) B45 Troeon (105717) 040 
Harry EnSahTs GOde to Opera (13953) 
1040 FOm: Pam. Texas (31459205) 1246 
Surgcai SpM (BS73441) 140 Qrtwne 
Shelwr (3956286) 1.10 Close 


1245pm Litmus Test Fred Hams 
chairs the light-hearted 
science qutz 1235 Weather 
1.00 The World a* One 
1M The Archers ft) 13S Shipping 
240 News; Truth Confined, by 
Jdfet Ace. George and Robert 
(Charles Simpson. David 
Learner), two British soldiers in 
Stefly during the second world 
war, confide in one other 
3.00 News; Radio Lives Sean 
Street recalls the author, 
agricultural journalist and 
broadcssfer Arthur Street (r) 
3.42 RSVR Matthew Pams 

Investigates Samuel Johnson's 
Idler to Lord Chesterfield (r) 
440 News 

445 Kaleidoscope discusses the 
. future of radio drama; talks to 
the poet Tom Paufo: and 
reviews the Royal Ballet's new 
production ot Don Quixote 
445 Short Stay. The Vfcfe-Consul. 
by V.S. Pritchett. Read by 
Sear Barrett (r) 

5.00 PU 545 Party Pofltical 
Broadcaa* lylhe 
Conservative party 050 
Shtoxng 545 Weather 
640 Stx O’clock News 
640 Brent The fifth of six-part 
pofitical Ihriler by Nfgei 
Baldwin. Stairirto Denrts 
Waterman as Mke (r) 

740 News 745 The Archers • 
730 One Step Beyond: See 
Choice 

840 Analysis: Tleotibie Friends? 
Tony KUBck looks at economic 
reforms by ihe International 
Monday Fund and the Wald 
Bark fa the Third World 
845 Does He Take Su^art For 
listeners with disabilities 
815 Kaleidoscope (rt 
845 The financial World Tonight 
d w Weather 

1040 Tha World Tonight, with 
Robin Luaig 

1045 A Book at Bedtime: On the 
Third Day, by Piers Paul Read. 
Charles Simpson reads the 
fourth of ten parte 

1140 The Kacfcbum FDes. A Case 
of Happy EntSngs. finetime 
Fomayne stars as private 
detective Stephan J. Blackburn 
in the last of the senes 

1140 Hie Great Shark Hunt Andy 
Kershaw eolves the era^na of 
the basking shark fr) 

1240-12.43am News, fad 1227 
Weather 1243 Shipping 1243 
As WOrid Service (tw orny) 


SATELUTE 


SKY ONE _ 

BJXtam The DJ Kfl! shew, ( 246785 14) 640 
Lamb Chops Pfciy-a-Long (5Z77B63) 610 
CariDOto (5382866) 630The Pyramid Geme 
(46205) 1040 Strka It Rtoh (78717) 1030 
C u ncertr a floii (17205) 1140 The Bold and 
the Beautfca (8S717) 1130 Falcon Crest 
05243) 1630pm E Street (40021) 1.00 
AretharVtald (6463883) 145 Santa Bata- 
ra (3948S) 616 Satty Jessy Raphael 
(491458) 615 Ddarert Strops (375750) 
3.46 The DJ Krt Show (40438861 600 Star 
Trek: Tha Nod Generation (5069) 640 
Games World (9585) 630 E Streal (3175) 
740 Rescue (6796) 730 Fantty Tbs (3359) 
600 Melrose Ptoos 197953) 600 Chances 
(17717) 1040 WKRP to Ctownad 02514) 
1030 Star Trek The Ned Generation 
(30576) 1130 Studs (07601) 1240 Styto! 

SKY NEWS _ 

New: cn Ihe hour, 

6.00am Sunrtse (29760) 630 N9K and 
Busnass Report (832196) 630 N&ane 
(40685) 1030 Beyond 2000 (99683) 1130 
fawnstional Easiness Report (33885) 
1230 pm Nsm and Business Report 
(41309) 130 Good Monwg Amenca (9i 98B1 
630 Partanant Lfrre (0074137) 615 Parta- 
mert Uva (2693514) 430 Nowe and 
Business Report (9072) 540 Lwe at Frwe 
(49175) 630 News and Business Report 
(45069) 730 Financial Fmas Reports (1971) 
1030 Nkfatfne (61446) 1130 ABC News 
(24427) 1630am Fevsnaol T mee Repons 
(68469) 130 ABC Naas (20002) 230 
Beyond 2000 (43002) 330 ABC Nbm 
( 55847) 430 RfiancB) Tmes Reports 
(57044) 530440 ABC News (37809) 

SKY MOVIES PLUS _ 

640am S h on e nan (6063446) 

1040 The NeweraSng Story fc The 
Need Chapter (1990): Jonathan Brandto 
returns to Fantasia (51137) 

1240 Pieces of Dreams (1991): Prteel 
Robert Fdfstw Ians to tore wHfr social worter 
Lauren Hutton (43021) 

240pm Soma Kind of a Nut (1968): Dtck 
Vhn Oygrow a baato p747B) 

440 Tom BrowrTs SehooWsys (1951, 
OA*); Rugtv school atkwusss (3601) 

600 The Nra re r -Endtoa Story 6 The Neott 
Chapter (as 10am) (81392) 

840 Hoodwtaked (1990): Robert MHctiun 
terare up with Ernes: Borgntoe (93137) 

1040 Henbomet Dartra ia er (1 (1989) 
Ashley Laurence ertera Hau (319S76) 

1133 Fkesterter (1984): Horror story 

sarong Draw Banymore (2BB934) 

130am My Son Johnny (1991): Rk* 


Schroder terrorises Cam Nemec 128644) 
340 NatMng Underneath (1985): A psy¬ 
chic pracicts hte sister's murder (BS002) 
430 Fetal Sky (1990): Soenc»«cllon 
mystery (52199) En* at 640 

SKY MOVIES GOLD _ 

600pm Bailie of Britain (1969) Fighter 
ptats ward oflthe Nazi scourge (B8295866) 
615 Claee of '44 (1973)- The axplote ol 
three yang men (14446243) 

1040 P o l ye ster (1961): Hraisewile Dhrtoe is 
swap) on her feet by mattwe idol T & Harter 
(10040) Ends a 1130 

THE MOVIE CHANNEL 

640am Peter end Pompey. Australian 
tamfiy Oama (66330) 

840 Shtoad of the Sevan Seal (1986): 
Swastobocfrting atVsrtue starong Lou 
Fwlgno (51040) 

1040 The Lb* of Adrien Ueesanger 

(1963). George G ScoO nacte an etosrve 
serial Wler (59779) 

1600 Von Ritaithotan end Brown (1071): 
Fira wold woraana) drama (41663) 

240pm The Spirit is Wffllng (1967): SW 
Caesar mares to a heuned house (57456) 
440 Sfctoed of Ihe Seven Sees (as Bam) 
(1243) 

640 The Maid (1991): Mertn Sheen wads 
on Jacqueflne Brsort (30934) 

600 Stopping Otrt (1991). Uze MtoneU 
leashes rap danong (91779) 

1040Stockade (1009: Mann Sheen Bate 
90kfier Chsrte Sheen (538773) 

1140 Harbour Boat (1990): Syctoay ponce 
Ihriler (1329531 

1.16am Hidden Agenda (1990): Bren Cox 
investigates Ihe murder crt an American 
lawyer to Betas) (742847) 

345 Sevan Minutes: Klaus Mana 
Brandeuer attempts to assasstoaia Hrtei 
(7428281 Ends al 440 

SKY SPORTS _ 

630mr Stretch (83663) 740 Rugty League 
Academy (23779) 600 Stretch (45427) 630 
Brteh Baskrtbal (82885) 1630 NHRA Drag 
Racing 1343111 1140 Wtodsurftog (28359) 
1130 Stretch (20088) 1240 Rings**) 
(94779) 240pm Snoofccr (714343) 600 ATP 
Tour Magazine (8934) 530 NeUxstera 
(7798) 640 Soccer News (452205) 643 
WAIF Westing (73796) 740 Snooker 
(440156) 1040 Soccer News (306953) 
1603 The Bool Room (29576) 1140 
Matorspon (38243) 1240 E uropean League 
RtxjuRfa (7)828) 140am Netousiere 
(20267) 130 Snowboarding (67286) 240- 
340 Britah BaEketbai (77373 

EUROSPORT _ 

730am Step Aerobics (31796) 840 Gol 


WORLD SERVICE 


COMPILED BY PETES DEAR AHD GILLIAN MWET 


Bl Stereo and MW. 440am Bruno Brookes 
with Tito Early Breatiml Show (FM erty) 640 
Smon Mbwo 940 S*non Bees 1230pm 
NavrebeW 1245 Jtrtn %al340 Gary Danes 640Marti Gtwrterts Meg? we 630 Newe ro 

740 Sheffield Sound Cey *33: Muse from ihe Lemonheads. Vstous Vegetables, MoOy Halt 
Heed. Ned’s Atomic Ouabft and foemrol Cartels 1040N«Jcy CflnpbeR Goes rto the Nigm 
1240440am Bob Harris (Fllonly) 

FM Stereo. 540am Martin Ketoer 615 Pause 
tor ThourtM 740 Sarah Kennedy 615 Pause 
tor Thcugtl 930 ken Bruce 1130 Junny 
Youtm 240pm Gloria rtmtanl 330 Ed Stewart 545John Dim 740The News ttxMnes 
730Waly Whytort 940 PaJ Jor«s946 Gloria Gayrar 1030 The Jamesons1245am Steve 
Madden with «da 340540 N&, Lester 

News and sport on ihe hour inti 740pm. 
640am world Sarwce: Nswshotr 630 Dmy 
Bakert9MomtngEt»on630TheAMAttema- 
me wfth Jantce Long 1130 BFBS Wrtfcmfc 1230pm Garden Certre wdh Richard Jackson 
and 0» Sratisy 14S Luck de Lure and ihe Sheds 135 Taka Fwe 230 A Gama ex 
Two FUw*430 Fiw i^de 7.15 A Fishbone of Fsirylales: Prinoo RebW, by AA. MBne. Head 
by AKscn SteatfaHi 73Q Fomstia Five840Vft»> 930Rad Oevta. by Debbie Horafirid 1610 
Eastern Beat ino 1140 Sport 1240-12.10am New; Sport 

All times in BST. 430am BSC Engksh *A& 
Nw« and ftaas Ftovfew fa GanrHn 540 
Morgsrena^zn 530 Londres Matin 640 
world Naw 630 Euope Today740 World News 7.10 News Abort Brtsin 7.15 Tha World 
Today 730 Sports totameticre! 840 Newsdeek B30 Network UK 940 World News 610 
Words Ol Failh 615 Good Books 630 John Peel 1040 Wold News 1046 Woid Busnass 
Report 1615 From Our Own Conespondart 1030 The Fsmmg Wbrid 1049 Spot® 
Roundup 1140 News Summary 1141 Aaagnmert 1130 BBC Englfeh HAS 
MC a g sm agazn 1148 Busfaess Update Noon Newsdesk 1230pm The Men r Black 140 
World New 1.10 Wonto of Frith 1.15 MuMrack2146 Sports Roundup240Newshru 640 
WOrtd News 346 OUtook 330 OfMhe^he#-Aga ollron 345 Recmtfog ol 9» Ws* 440 
World Nana 4.15 B8CEngti9h 439 Naws Heacfines in French430Haute AMueU540Wtorid 

News 610 News About Britain 615 BBC Enj^h 530 Lordrae Sot 640 World Nans 845 
World Bustos* Report 616 The WwW Today630 Heu» AHueD745German Feauiraa 840 
World News 610 Words of Faith 615 The World Today930Mention 1040Nawsnou^1140 
World Nats 11.10 News About Ekteto 11.15 Network UK 1145 Sports Rantiip Midnight 
World Nowg 1246am Wortl Bustoess Report 1615 Bach's 9 Martha* Passion 1.00 
NewsdeSk 130 In the Steps of RBttmarmafl 200 Wortd News 245 OuUoc*. 230 Seuen 
Sees245 Global Concans 340 Nowsdosk 330 The Man m Back 440 World News 610 
News Abcu Britain 4.15 Sporto ROuidup 

640am Mb Snbi W» Henry Ke^r 1240 
Susannah Simons 2.00pm Lunchtme Concer¬ 
to- Tchafeovsky (PUno.CcncerloNo 1: Borana 
Stainer ova); Mozart (E Rat Trio,'K 498) 340 Rome Tralmtoy 600 Classic Reports with 
M3^arMHwad740CbsscTrmrMGuictewilhAtostokMcXfirizeB40OaE3)cFMCant»tr 
CtasEir London PhOtarmonic saries. Includes BrSfan (Vang Person's Guide »JftB Orchestra) 


Magazine (£9953) 940 Snooker (13088) 
1140 European Football (40446) 1240 
Cyckng. Ghera-Weveigem (62682) 140pm 
American Badretoaf <S0676i 340 Dnnng 
(18972) 440 Show Jumping (25309) 540 
Gymnastics (78601) 630 News (33591740 
toe Hockey 11799683) 1140 Boxing (21311) 
1240-1240am News (72996) 

UK GOLD _ 

600am Ravtoour (12836224) 615 Bun on 
Moon (12631779) 630 Budey O'Hare 
16373330) 740 Bravestarr (30253301 730 
Nexjhboure (3011137) 600 Sons and 
Daughtara (1450666) 630 EastEnders 
(1450137) 600 The B* (1473717) 930 The 
Onedln Line (5223040) 1030 Jute! Bravo 
(60176821 11-30 No Race Ufre Home 
(3944066) 1240 Sons and Elsughiers 
(1453953) 1230pm Narftocws (98990881 
140 EastEnders (3024601) 130 The BUI 
{9898359) 240 Alto 'Ato- (7516156) 230 
Three Up, Two Down (1740066) 340 Dales 
(1949682) 440 Dynasty (1967717) 540 
Candkl Camera (7S07408) 530 Gnre LH a 



Clue M+S3214) 640 Nwgrisoun; I59138C5) 
630 The OrwSn Une (3882063) 730 Ale. 
•ABo' (4796J8D-600 EastEnctem (7595J92) 
830 Thrw, Ufa, Twt. Down (7515427) 940 
JiAet Bravo (9848446) 1040 The Bin 
114546821 1030 Carton Confldenio) 

(1463330) 11.00 The Kenny c«r«i Tele- 
vsion Show (1968446) 1130 Dr Who and 
Ihe Claw 01 A»os (6360866; 1240 Finn 
ReMedfr* (1972) slamnn James Booth 
(9102826)135-240 Video Bites (80219441) 

THE CHILDREN’S CHANNEL 

B40em Jar* to too Bo*. (03569) 740RarKan 
II (55137) 9.00 New hxfc on Ihe Bicek 
(87*27) 630 The Bears' (stand 166665) 
1040 AH lor One (28595) 1030 New 
AdwsnojioB 0 1 He-Man (7631H 1140 The 
NewFartasuc Four (44311) 1130 Say Ahhhi 
(45040) 1240 Domirac (1%14) 140pm 
Super Mario BrctotHS (56224) 130 New 
Adwmwes rA He-Man (99750) 240 Good 
Spoils (7224) 230 Say Ahum iCSty 340 
Krssy Fur (63591 330 RatKan II (750401 
E40-740 TCC (881665 




J?** ^ .V-" 



CLASSIC FM 


COMPILED BY PETER DEAR AND GILLIAN MAXEY | i040Atfetai Low i4fM4am Robert Booth 


GARGLING 
WITH TGR 


The effective 
way to fight 
sore throats. 

TCP! 

SOOTHES PAIN. FIGHTS BACTERIA. 

Always read the label. 
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MOTOR RAGING 42 

ONE MAN’S DREAM 
BECOMES REALITY 
AT DONINGTON 


SPORT 


THURSDAY APRIL 8 1993 


MARC ASPiAND 



From the Lion's mouth: Rory 
Underwood gives advice to some of 
the 140 boys from five countries 
gathered in Newbury yesterday for 
a coaching session. Underwood 
was one four England players on 
hand who wifi be touring New 
Zealand next month with die 


British Isles party (David Hands 
writes). Underwood, England’s 
most capped player, was joined by 
his touring coHeagues. Ben Clarke. 
Marlin Bayfield and Jason Leon¬ 
ard in a skills day organised by 
Newbury rugby dub and supported 
by National Power. Dick Best the 


En gland coach but assistant to Ian 
McGeechan in New Zealand, add¬ 
ed his coaching experience along¬ 
side Les Cusworth, the former 
England stand-off half now in¬ 
volved with Engand students. The 
players were hand-picked for train¬ 
ing after distinguishing themselves 


at their own dubs, among them 
Havant; Maidenhead and Swin¬ 
don. With so much enthusiasm 
a pp a rent this season, not only at 
representative and senior dub levd 
but at the junior end of die game, 
most dubs now recognise die need 
for basic skills to be laid down as 


early as possible. AsTerry BurweB. 
Newbury’s director of coaching, 
observed, the session also gave 
some of England’s leading players 
“the chance to get back to the grass 
roots of die sport while encourag¬ 
ing and sharpening the drilh of 
our talented youn^ers”. 


Ambassador Scudamore retires 


By Juuan Muscat 

PETER Scudamore's private 
thoughts could not have had a 
more public airing yesterday. 
As he brought his opening 
ride. Grand Hawk, into the 
short Ascot straight, the rea¬ 
sons for announcing his retire¬ 
ment became all too apparent 

Richard Dunwoody had 
been stalking him all the way, 
and finally swept past the man 
he has been threatening to 
dethrone for some years. 
Scudamore, at 34, had had 
enough. 

Youth may have had its day, 
but the champion was not 
done with yet Disappoint¬ 
ment with Dagobertin in the 
second of his three rides was 
then followed by glorious tri¬ 
umph aboard Sweet Duke. 
Even the descending gloom 
oould not take from die joy of 
the moment. The Ascot unsad¬ 
dling enclosure reverberated 


like middle Sunday at 
Wimbledon. 

Then followed the endless 
series of interviews, photo¬ 
calls, handshakes and 
acknowledgements that go 
with the retirement of an 
ambassador such as 
Scudamore. He paused, 
signed autographs with his 
usual courtesy, but his mind 
was distant He was ponder¬ 
ing, perhaps, a life outside the 
microcosm of the weighing 
room. 

The aftermath of victory 
brought with it a sharp re¬ 
minder that he will need time 
to divorce himself from the 
riding game. Of Sweet Duke’s 
performance, the jockey said: 
“1 only wish I was a bit 
younger then 2 could look 
forward to riding him over 
fences next season." 

So sudden had been tire 
announcement that the public 
had no time to gather for this 


farewell. The crowd, at 3,924. 
was more than 1,000 down on 
the corresponding day last 
year. 

A posse of City types, en¬ 
sconced in a box high in the 
stand and well fortified, to be 
sure, against the chill, gave to 
Scudamore's final paddock 
appearance foe air of a foot- 
tall match in full'flow. The 
racecourse cannot have heard 
foe like of it as they chanted: 
“There's only one Peter 
Scudamore." 

Scudamore is. in fed the 
Kevin Keegan of the racing 
world. Well-mannered, articu¬ 
late and passionate, foe jockey 

has achieved rare distinction 
even though there have been 
contemporaries with more 
raw talent 

While Scudamore knows 
and accepts that. Dunwoody. 
the champion-eled praised 
his colleague. “He’s foe one 
person I've always looked up 


to in foe weighing room,” 
Dunwoody said. “There’s no 
doubt our tremendous rivalry 
this season has made me fed 
foe pinch. It’s been very 
tense” 

Earlier in foe day, 
Scudamore had outlined foe 
reasons for his retirement “I 
just felt that foe time was 
right.” he said. "I’ve had a 
wonderful career, but I don’t 
look forward to it in foe same 
way now. 

“It's something I’ve been 1 
thinking about for a long time. 
I sometimes looked down foe 
list of runners in novice chases' 
and would think that I don’t 
want to risk injury. 1 just fed 
that it’s not fair on myself, or 
the people that I ride for. to 
canyon." 

Scudamore is now likely to 
become assistant trainer to 
Nigel Twiston-Davies. his 
friend and business partner, 
and will also seek opportuni¬ 


ties in foe media. 

Martin Pipe, meanwhile, 
revealed how the staff at his 
Somerset stables had been 
touched by a tape-recording 
the jockey had prepared yes¬ 
terday morning. “It was a very 
emotional start to foe day," 
Pipe said. "Scu is a dear 
personal friend and wifi, of 
course, be sadly missed by all 
of us.” 

There is foe strange sense of 
relief at the retirement of a 
gladiator such as Scudamore. 
What should serve as an 
excuse to uncork the carnival 
atmosphere only allows for 
deep concern thsa the man 
returns, smiling, from his final 
ride. 

The celebrations started 
after foe formalities iff Sweet 
Duke’s victory were complete. 
None will have been more 
relieved than his wife, Mari¬ 
lyn. and his two sons, Thomas 
and Michael, the former hell¬ 


bent on extending foe family 
name into racing’s records. 

As Scudamore paves foe 
way for a future career among 
the training ranks, Adrian 
Maguire was being freely 
touted to replace turn as Pipe’s 
stable jockey. It was Pipe who 
plucked Maguire from obscu¬ 
rity ® ride Oraerta two years 
ago, and was rewarded with 
victories in the Kim Muir 
Chase and foe Irish Grand 
National For now, though. 
Pipe was giving nothing away. 

Scudamore had prepared 
weD for this day; his parting 
thoughts were brief and reflec¬ 
tive. The biggest tribute was 
reserved, in his words,-“for all 
the wonderful horses I’ve rid¬ 
den, too numerous to men¬ 
tion. They are all honest and 
mme." A bit like foe man 


A man apart page 44 
Zafonic beaten, page 45 


FA investigates agent’s role in Australian signings 



Bosnich: Australian 


ASTON Villa’s challenge for the 
Premier League championship may 
be undermined by an allegation that 
the dob dealt illegally with an agent 
when signing the Australian goal¬ 
keeper. Mark Bosnich. The Football 
Association confirmed yesterday that 
it was setting up an enquiry into the 
signing by Vita of Bosnich, and. if 
the dub is found guilty, the FA may 
deduct league points as a punish¬ 
ment 

Notts County, foe first division 
dub, are also to be investigated over 
its signing of two other Australians. 
Shaun Murphy and Bob Catlin. and 
would face a similar punishment to 
Villa. In County's case, deducted 


points would leave foe chib strug¬ 
gling to avoid relegation. 

The executive committee of the FA 
has met to discuss the deals by both 
dubs — which have allegedly in¬ 
volved paying fees to an agent who 
held the players’ registrations — and 
its spokesman. David Bloomfield, 
sakk “It was decided that there could 
possibly have been a breach of the 
rules. An enquiry is in foe process of 
being set up.” Linder foe rules of Fife, 
foe game's world governing body, 
agents are banned from holding 
players’ registrations. 

Both transfers allegedly concern 
the agent, Graham Smith, a former 
Chelsea director, and his First Wave 


Sports Management company. Bos¬ 
nich. 21, bought his registration from 
Sydney Croatia by borrowing 
£12.000 from his family before Villa 
allegedly agreed to pay First Wave a 
£150.000 down-payment for his sig¬ 
nature. He has since established a 
permanent place in the champkn- 
ship-chasing Premier League side. 

County reportedly agreed a 
£137.500 fee with First Wave for the 
signatures of the midfield player. 
Murphy, 22, and goalkeeper, Catlin, 
28. in foe summer after the company 
bou^it their registrations from Perth 
Italia and Marconi respectively. 

The Villa chairman, Doug Ellis, 
said yesterday: “Everything we have 


done is quite legal and above board." 

Neal Hook. County’s chief execu¬ 
tive, said: “As far as I am concerned, 
we did nothing to contravene any 
regulation. Graham Smith acted as 
our consultant in foe signing iff 
Catlin. 

"He knew all about the player from 
his time as a director of Chelsea and 
provided us -with help. There was 
nothing more than that" 

□ Spartak Moscow beat Royal Ant¬ 
werp 1-0 in foe first leg of their 
European Cup Winners’ Cup semi¬ 
final yesterday. A brilliant goal from 
Andrei Pyatnitsky after 40 minutes 
gave foe Russians their victory in 
Moscow. 
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DOWN 

1 Pm up with (8) 

2 Dark, dismal (6) 

3 Crank (8) 

4 Main part (4) 

5 Packed crowd (6) 

6 Drugs raid (4) 

13 Far below (4,4) 

14 Equal comparison (8) 

16 Lack of interest (6) 

17 Bridge march (6) 

19 Slender (4) 

20 Scots church (4) 


ACROSS 

7 Dish (4) 

8 Draft outline (5,3) 

9 Courageous (6) 

10 Tangled (6) 

11 Craqr(4f 

12 Purebred line (8) 

15 Winy reply (8) 

17 Overwhelming defeat (4) 

18 Assault (6) 

21 Discussion (6) 

22 Scholarly type (8) 

23 Creek love god (4) 

SOLUTIONS TO NO 3066 
ACROSS: I Staff 4 Cutback 8 Opportune 9 Pen 
10 Tor II Incessant 12 Waned 13 Relic 16 Disinfect 
18 Nor 20 Web 21 Introvert 22 Relayed 23 Enter 
DOWN: 1 Stout 2 Aspirin 3 Forbidden City 4 Crunch 
5 Treasure trove 6 Alpha 7 Kinetic 12 Widower 14 Le¬ 
nient 15 Melted 17 Sibyl 19 Rotor 

CROSSWORD ENTHUSIASTS: The Taws Concise Crosswords - Books 1 & 2 £525 each. Book 3 & NEW Book 4 £4.25 each. Ata 11 k 
T ime* Jumbo Crosswords Book 1 (cryptic) £4.99, Book 2 (cryptic) £5.99. Concise Book 1 £5.99. lie Times Crosswords — Bools 14.15 St NEW 
Book (6 C4.25 each. Prices inc p&p (UK). Cheques loAkom Cut, 51 Manor Lane. London SE13 SOW. Delivery to 8 days. For details of all Times 
Crossword books and software, call Atom Ltd on 081 852 4575 (24 hrs) or CDS Doncaster on 0302 890 000. 



Correspondent 
This position is from foe 
game Daly — Suba, Debre¬ 
cen 1992. Black has a very 
dangerous passed pawn on 
(2. but it tools as though 
white may have got it under 
control Black’s following 
combination dispelled this 
illusion. What did he play? 
Solarium o* page 43. 
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By PHILIP. HOWARD 
MARQUESAN 

a. Pertaining to a marquess 

b. A Polynesian aboriginal 

c. A probability formula 
SIMBA 

a. A lascivious Brazilian 
dance 

b. Bachelor of performing 
arts 


c. Alton 
CH ALONE 

a. An armoured kilt 

b. An internal secretion 

c. A Mediterranean dry wind 
P1FFER 

ai To drivel or haver 
b. A pear/apple cross 
c A Punjabi soldier 
Answers on page 43 
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GOLF 46 

MASTER GObFERS , 
READY FOR THE 
OFF AT AUGUSTA 


Players 
voice 
concern 
about 
the cut 

From Patricia Davies 

IN AUGUSTA, GEORGIA 

THE sun was shining yester¬ 
day at Augusta National, 
where foe US Masters begins 
today, and it looked its photo¬ 
genic self even though the 
course was still wet and the 
weather forecast for later in 
the week is one of rain and 
thunder. 

Augusta is not a monstrous¬ 
ly long golf course, although it 
measures 6,905 yards, but 
traditionally it is thought to 
favour long hitters, who fly foe 
ball through foe air and 

do not rely on any roll for their 
length. Jack Nicklaus, the 
archetype of such a style, has 
won six times here but Gary 
Player, never renowned for his 
length, has won three tiroes. 

It was not foe weather that 
caused Nick Faldo to com¬ 
ment on the course's length 
this year, however. It was foe 
cut of foe fairways. “They've 
mowed them towards foe tee,” 
he said, "and there’s 20 yards 
less roll on the drive. IVe never 
seen it anywhere else and it’s 
not trickery. But it definitely 
makes it longer.” 

All the fairways have been 
mowed from green to tee. 
which means that the tall 
pitches into foe grain and goes 
virtually nowhere. “Last year 
we were down-grain from tee* 
to green and the year before 
they mowed criss-cross," Greg 
Norman said. 

Nick Price, like Norman 
and Faldo one of foe pre- 
tournament favourites, felt 
that with conditions as they 
were, local knowledge counted 
for much less, particularly on 
the greens. “I'd like to see the 
course get fester,” he said. “If 
it stays like this there’s a good 
chance that a first-time player 
might win." 

That does not happen often. 
Horton Smith, in tire fast 
Masters in 1934, Gene 
Sarazen, In 1935, and Fuzzy 
Zbdler. in 1979, make up the 
list of successful debutants. : 

Back sufferers joined Price 
in hoping for wanner, sunnier 
weather. Seve Ballesteros was 
wearing a brace and hoping 
he could survive the week, 
while Tom Kite, the US Open 
champion, new to tack trou¬ 
ble, was determined to p lay 
but not sure whether he \rouki 
be able to. 


Auguste knights, page 46 
Todays tee-times, page 46 
Card iff foe coarse, page 46 


Clement 

protests 

innocence 

over 

drug claim 

TONY Clement, the Wales 
full back, maintained his in¬ 
nocence yesterday as Welsh 
Rugby Union (WRU) officials 
sought confirmation that he 
had tested positive for a 
banned substance following 
the five nations’ match with 
France in Paris on March 20. 

Tbe Swansea player. 26, 
said: “1 am utterly amazed. 1 
am facing a possible ban for 
taking medication prescribed 
! for me by a doctor." 

Clement — one of only four 
Welshmen to be chosen for 
this summer’s British Lions 
tour of New Zealand — had 
been given medicine by the 
WRU doctor on arrival in 
Paris because he was suffer¬ 
ing from sickness and 
djientery. 

“In those circumstances, 
you don’t question whar you 
are taking; your mind is solely 
concentrated on the game," 
Dement said. 

Ctement and his opposite 
number. Jean-Baptiste 
Lafond, were two of four 
players tested following the 
game and. according to 
French sources, both failed. 
The WRU yesterday contact¬ 
ed its French counterpart and 
is expecting an update on the 
allegations. 

The WRU is also asking for 
a copy of the “red" list issued 
by the French Ministry for 
Sport detailing banned sub¬ 
stances and will compare it 
with foe International Olym¬ 
pic Committee banned list 

Denis Evans, foe WRU 
secretary, said earlier “We 
are confident that foe medica¬ 
tion given to Tony Dement 
under the supervision of our 
medical staff was correct The 
WRU medical staff are con¬ 
vinced there was no infringe¬ 
ment of the IOC regulation* 
Tony gave a full list of the 
medication he had taken to 
the drug testing officer." 

Lafond tad been taking a 
cough cure that contained 
photoodme. a narcotic analge¬ 
sic not on the IOC banned list 
If found guilty Clement and 
Lafond amkl face a suspen¬ 
sion of three months for using 
a stimulant or up to two years 
for a steroid 

Nigel Walker has with¬ 
drawn from tbe Wales squad 
for tbe World Cup Sevens that 
begin at Muirayfield on April 
16, as his wife, Mary, has 
developed complications with 
a pregnancy. _ 

Competition page 43 



WERE YOU 
BORN 
BETWEEN 
1918 & 
1943 ? 


Then you qualify for our 
guaranteed acceptance, 
no medical questions, 
guaranteed cash sum. 
Whole of Life 
Assurance Plan from 

E9' 95 a month. 

(Smart Accident. Utocewar Plus. 
FHSg»OST {U55733. l o foa tu L£4 S3A 


FREE 

PEN 


When you 
reply we'll 
send you this 
stylish pen 
absolutely 
free! 
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